St. John the Evangelist Parish
Seattle, Washington

MISSION STATEMENT
UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE PEOPLE OF ST.
JOHN THE EVANGELIST PARISH ARE CALLED TO EMBRACE THE
CHURCH’S MISSION OF PROCLAIMING THE GOOD NEWS OF SALVATION THROUGH JESUS CHRIST FOR ALL. OUR WITNESS TO THE
PRESENCE OF GOD AND OUR REACHING OUT TO OTHERS ALLOW
US TO DEEPEN OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD. WE ACCOMPLISH
THIS THROUGH OUR WORSHIP TOGETHER, ESPECIALLY IN THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST; THROUGH ONGOING FAITH DEVELOPMENT FOR ALL PEOPLE OF ALL AGES AND LIFE SITUATIONS;
THROUGH THE PERFORMANCE OF GOOD WORKS; AND THROUGH
RESPONSIBLE STEWARDSHIP BY WHICH WE CARE FOR THE GIFTS
GIVEN TO US BY OUR GOD.

PARISH OFFICE -- QUIGLEY HOUSE
121 NORTH 80TH STREET, SEATTLE, 98103
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WWW.STJOHNSEA.ORG
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DAVID DIFIORE, PA FOR MUSIC
DANI D'AMELIO, PA FOR ADMINISTRATION
MARY W ISEMAN, DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR-PARISH
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SHEILA MARTY, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
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Second Sunday of Advent
December 7, 2014
Monday
December 8

Tuesday
December 9

Wednesday
December 10

The Immaculate
Conception of
the Blessed
Virgin Mary
9am
All School Mass

8am Rosary
8:30
Morning
Prayer

8am Rosary
8:30
Morning
Prayer
No Class Mass

Thursday
December 11
For the
intentions of
Averi Hickey
and family
9-11am
Adoration of the
Blessed
Sacrament

7pm
Mass

Friday
December 12
For the
intentions of
John Sharp
8am Rosary
8:30 Mass

Saturday
December 13
Knights of
Columbus
Christmas Tree
Sale All
Weekend!

Sunday
December 14
3rd Sunday of
Advent
Catholic
Community
speaker @ All the
Masses

5pm Vigil Mass

8:30 Mass

Catholic Community speaker

10:15
Nursery &
Sunday School
10:30 Mass
CLOW

Mass Times
Saturday, Vigil Mass 5pm
Sunday, 8:30 & 10:30 am
Monday thru Friday and 1st Saturdays
Rosary 8am
Mass or Morning Prayer– 8:30am
Thursday– Adoration 9am-11am
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
(CLOW)
1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sundays of every month,
October through May,
During the 10:30 Mass
Sunday School
October through May during the 10:30 Mass
for children age 4 by September 1st through
1st grade
Sacrament of Reconciliation
During December, we will only have the parish
reconciliation held on December 15. There will
not be any Saturday Reconciliation. If you need
an appointment for Reconciliation
please call the parish office.

Sacrament of Matrimony
Couples should contact Anne Merklin,
Parish office.
Infant Baptism
Infant Baptism is scheduled four times a year at
the weekend masses.
Contact Anne Merklin, ext. 305
at the parish office
prior to the birth of an infant for
preparation information.
Parish Advocate for Annulments
For parishioners seeking a marriage annulment,
please contact the parish office.
annulment@stjohnsea.org
Alumni Information
Please leave any information you have on our
school alumni at www.alumni@stjohnsea.org
Parish Office
206-782-2810
Office hours—8-4pm
Closed from noon to 1pm for lunch
Monday ~ Friday

Liturgy
2nd Sunday of Advent, year B
December 7, 2014
In the gospel we are admonished to prepare the "way of the
Lord." What is this "way of the Lord"? It is a life of "holiness
and devotion" (second reading), a life of "repentance" and
"forgiveness" (gospel), and a life of hearing the "glad tidings"
of God's salvation and announcing this "good news" (first reading) to the world. This is the way John the Baptist lived; this is
the way of life into which Christ baptizes us with the Holy
Spirit.
Regularly we hear news reports about people who do extraordinary things: a firefighter saves a child from a burning building,
a parent goes without food to feed the child, or a missionary
gives her life for the poor of a third world country. John the
Baptist was surely an extraordinary man—from his miraculous
birth through his desert living to his being precursor of the
Messiah. Most of us are not so extraordinary or different, but
nonetheless, we are called to announce the coming of the Lord
through our manner of faithful living.
Compare the statement of John the Baptist, I am, as Isaiah
prophesied: “a voice of one crying out in the desert: Prepare
the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.” (John 1:23),with
Pope Francis’ statement below:
“My mission of being in the heart of the people ... is not an
“extra” or just another moment in life. Instead, it is something I
cannot uproot from my being without destroying my very self.
I am a mission on this earth; that is the reason why I am here in
this world. We have to regard ourselves as sealed, even branded, by this mission of bringing light, blessing, enlivening, raising up, healing and freeing. All around us we begin to see nurses with soul, teachers with soul, politicians with soul, people
who have chosen deep down to be with others and for others.”
Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium 273
2. How do you share John the Baptist’s mission to proclaim
Christ’s coming into the world? Do you do this with words or
by the way you live? How is John’s message of repentance
and judgment different from Jesus’?

Next weeks Readings
3rd Sunday of Advent
December 14, 2014
First Reading
Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11
I rejoice heartily in the Lord.
Luke 1 “My soul rejoices in my God.”
Second Reading
Thessalonians 5:16-24
May you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, be preserved
blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Gospel
John 1:6-8, 19-28
There is one among you whom you do not recognize.
Our reading from Isaiah today is the same passage that
Jesus quotes at the beginning of his ministry in
response to John the Baptist’s followers. Why is it there
today? Traditionally, it lists the signs of the coming of the
Messianic kingdom. Between this reading and the Gospel
with John’s announcement of the coming of the Lord, the
anticipation for the Lord’s arrival is mounting. Let us
listen to God’s word today and rejoice.


Lector books are in. Please pick them
up from the north side sacristy before
or after the weekend Masses or stop by
the parish office.



Anointing of the Sick December 13 & 14 after
all the Masses.



December 15, 7pm Parish Advent Reconciliation— there will not be any Saturday reconciliations until January 10. If you are unable to attend the
parish reconciliation, please call the parish office to
make an appointment.



December 24, Christmas Eve

4pm Children’s Mass ~ Schola Choir
Catholic Cemeteries
We remember and give thanks at our regular
Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have died.
All are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are
on Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org
Holyrood Cemetery:
Chapel Mausoleum
December 6
January 3
10:30 a.m.
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
Chapel Mausoleum
December 13
January 10
10:30 a.m.
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle 98105

6pm Children’s Mass ~ Cantiones Choir


9pm Christmas Eve Mass

Christmas Day
December 25, 9am ~ Christmas Morning Mass
Simbang Gabi Commissioning
The Office of Multicultural Communities cordially invites you, your staff and your parishioners to
the 2014 Simbang Gabi Commissioning Mass presided by Archbishop Sartain on Saturday, December
13, 2014, 11:00 A.M. at St. James Cathedral. A
reception to follow after Mass in the Cathedral Hall.

December 2014
Jambo We are fast approaching the glorious Christmas Season. I think that you will agree
time passes more quickly year after year! Over the last few years it has been apparent
that on Christmas Eve many parishioners along with their extended families come to
worship at St John. I am thrilled that we have such community on this very special
night.
To accommodate the large volume on Christmas Eve we will be offering TWO children’s Masses at 4pm and 6pm. The ushers will have to strictly monitor the number of attendees for each Mass and only allow enough participants to fill all of
the seats - there will be minimal standing room allowed. We anticipate that we
cannot allow more than approximately 600 per Mass. Please plan accordingly. We
want to be able to serve you - all are welcome! However we must adhere to city regulations as well.
We look forward to having our wonderful children lead us in worship on this very
blessed night. We are so fortunate to have the Schola choir join us for the 4pm Mass
and the Cantionis Choir assist us in worship at the 6pm. There are additional masses
at 9pm on Christmas Eve and 9am on Christmas morning.
In the coming weeks, please read the bulletin for additional information regarding the
Masses for Christmas. The parish is making every effort to ensure that the Masses are
a joyous celebration for everyone.
Baraka ya Yesu!

Padre Crispin

Parish Life
Advent & Christmas Schedule
December 8, 9am and 7pm ~
Mass for The Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Holy Day of Obligation.
December 13 & 14, ~ Anointing of the Sick after
all the Masses.
December 13 & 14 ~ Knights of Columbus Annual
Christmas Tree Sale
December 15 ~ 7pm Parish Reconciliation
Church (please note that the date has been
changed due to calendar conflicts)
December 24, Christmas Eve
4pm Children’s Mass ~ Schola Choir
6pm Children’s Mass ~ Cantiones Choir
9pm Christmas Eve Mass
Christmas Day
December 25, 9am ~ Christmas Morning Mass
December 27 5pm Vigil Mass
December 28 8:30am & 10:30am
January 1, 9am Mass
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God
Holy day of obligation

Youth Group Dec. 10th!
Have Fun Making Gingerbread
Men and see a Christmas Movie!
Youth Group will meet 6:30-8 pm,
Wednesday, Dec. 10, in Egan
Hall, to make gingerbread men.
Each student will get to make and
decorate two gingerbread men, one for themselves and
one for someone they love or for a woman in the St.
John Women's Shelter. During the baking process we
will be watching "The Nativity Story" or "A Charlie
Brown Christmas." Parents please help chaperone this
event by contacting Myke Folger at 206-612-0036
(cell/text) or mykeblaise@comcast.net.

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
Collection for week of
5pm Vigil Mass
8:30am Mass
10:30am Mass
Mail in
Electronic giving

November 30, 2014
$ 749.00
$ 4,222.81
$ 1,725.00
$ 840.00
$ 1,375.35
$ 8,072.16

Total Budget for 2014-2015 Sacrificial Giving is
$712,194. Divided by 52 weeks = $13,696.04 needs
to be collected each week.
(This does NOT include Holy Day Collections, donations
made to our ministries or coffee & donuts.)

Faith Formation News
For information about the following programs, please
contact Anne Merklin at the parish office, 782-2810 or
email:
amerklin@stjohnsea.org
10:30 Mass Nursery is OPEN!
St. John’s 10:30 Nursery is now open!. Come to Quigley
bldg. (Parish office) and ring the bell marked Nursery. Children ages 8 months-3 yrs. are welcome.
Nursery is Free!
Baptism and Sacraments of Initiation for Children
Seven Years and Older
 Children 7 years or older, who are Unbaptized or Baptized in another faith tradition, with parental support, can
become Catholics and receive the Sacraments of Baptism,
Communion and Confirmation at Easter Vigil.
For more information about this process for children, contact, Anne Merklin, at 206-72810 or amerklin@stjohnsea.org.
Are You Considering Becoming a Catholic?
Inquiry Sessions are on-going; and you are Invited to
join us! Learn about the Catholic faith and how it
can help you. Wednesdays, 7:00 – 8:30 pm,
Quigley House( Parish office), Chapel
Room.
For more information contact; Anne Merklin, at
206-782-2810 or at amerklin@stjohnsea.org.
Public School Families
Would you like information on religious education study-athome materials? Contact Anne Merklin at 206-782-2810 or
at amerklin@stjohnsea.org for more information.

Advent Giving Tree
St. John’s Parish will again have an Advent Giving Tree and the project will be coordinated
by Ellie Strigen a junior at Holy Names Academy. This year’s tree will benefit three organizations: Noel House, the University District Youth Center, and St. Martin de Porres
Shelter. Here is a little information about these ministries.
The University District Youth Center
provides assistance for homeless and runaway youth between the ages of 13 and 22. The UDYC drop in program offers youth on the street basic services like meals, clothing, laundry, and showers. They also provide a
safe and welcoming environment where youth can get drug and alcohol counseling, mental health services,
and even help with getting their GED and job training, while learning other life skills. UDYC helps these
teenagers recover from the effects of violence and addiction in their lives. All of the services work to give
these teens the opportunity, tools, and support to eventually transition to a better life situation.
Noel House
provides safe and comfortable shelter for a diverse community of homeless women, particularly those most
vulnerable. They strive to create an environment of dignity, respect, and compassion, while also recognizing
the intrinsic value of every woman and honoring her unique experience. Noel House began as an emergency
shelter for homeless women unaccompanied by children in response to the severe winter of 1990. Today, Noel House continues to offer dignified and compassionate survival services to Seattle's most vulnerable homeless population. Over the years, their services have grown to include coordinating available shelter across
multiple providers and offering comprehensive case management resources at the main Noel House shelter.
St. Martin de Porres Shelter
provides safe and dignified night shelter for homeless men age 50 and older. The shelter opened in October
1984 in response to the growing need for an emergency shelter for this special population of elderly men who
are vulnerable to the weather, street predators, and illness. They currently operate at a full capacity of 212
men a night. The shelter is open 365 nights a year from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 a.m. and during the day for medical
convalescent care. During the winter months, they have arrangements with eight local churches to provide
space for an additional 34 men a night. The mission of St. Martin de Porres is to provide a hospitable, safe,
and orderly shelter for men 50 years of age and older who are homeless. This is to be done in the spirit of
ministry of presence, which fosters attention to the individual and respect for each person’s unique situation.
The Advent Giving Tree is up and decorated! Please take an ornament from the Giving Tree and return
that item unwrapped and place it under the tree by Sunday, December 14th. Thank you so much for your generosity in making this a wonderful Christmas for the homeless in our community.

This year the gifts for Noel House will be picked up after the
10:30 Mass December 21.

“May We Give Your Old Couch a new
Home?”
Lazarus Day Center needs some new
couches—that is, new to Lazarus House!
They must be vinyl or leather, easy to clean. If you
have such a couch that you no longer need, we will
put it to good use. Please Call Lazarus House at
206-623-7219! Their winter wish list is: disposable
razors, bar soap, deodorant, socks, xl-xxl tee shirts,
underwear, travel sized shampoo & lotion, toothpaste, toothbrushes, bath towels, combs, belts, cough
drops, facial tissue, canned foods and food seasonings.

Annual Girl Scout Craft Fair!
December 14, Egan Hall 8am ~ 1pm
Come and see what the Girl Scouts
have been up to this past year!

WestSide Baby opens a new location to continue
St. Joseph’s Baby Corner legacy
WestSide Baby merged with St. Joseph’s Baby Corner this summer and is now open for volunteers and
donations at 2301 S. Jackson Ste. 202, Seattle, WA
98144. Find us near the Red Apple Market across
from Subway. The new facility offers additional
hours and a big, open, inviting space for volunteers
and donations. There are new, increased volunteer
opportunities available, including filling orders, sorting and painting. Stop in to lend a hand or just to see
the new space. Contact Volunteer Manager Shana
Allen at shana@westsidebaby.org or at (206) 6863110 to volunteer. We are open Mondays and Thursdays from 9am-3pm, and Wednesdays from 9am5pm. In December, we will also be open two Saturdays: December 6th and 13th, from 10am-1pm. We
will add hours with volunteer support as soon as the
help arrives! The last day for 2014 item donations is
December 22 so we can conduct inventory.
The former Baby Corner facility on Cherry Hill next
to Providence Hospital has been relocated due to the
planned development of that site. WestSide Baby will
also continue to operate its White Center headquarters.

A Lifeline for Marriages –
Retrouvaille (pronounced retrovī) can help struggling couples
rediscover each other and take
new, positive steps to save their
marriages. No matter the
source of conflict in your marriage, Retrouvaille can help
you. For confidential information about, or to register for
our upcoming program beginning January 23-25,
2015 call 206-706-2608 or visit our website at
www.HelpOurMarriage.com
What is the Retrouvaille program?
Retrouvaille is a community of disciples committed to helping hurting couples heal their marriages. The Retrouvaille program offers couples the
opportunity to rediscover each other and examine
their lives in a new and positive way. No matter
what is causing the hurt, couples can find healing. Retrouvaille is Catholic in origin and supported by the Seattle Archdiocese.
Who is it for?
It is for couples with strained marriages, including those in the initial stages of distress, as well as
those in a state of hopelessness and considering
divorce. While many attendees are Catholic, married couples of all faiths are welcome.

Rachel’s Corner
Hope and Healing After Abortion
Hope is the light at the end of the tunnel,
beckoning you to accept the invitation, to say
“yes” to the urge to believe in a loving God
who wants you to be healed and whole again.
Come on a Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat™ and
find healing and wholeness. March 6-8, 2015

One Stop Shopping AND it benefits our
school!
Scrip is a wonderful program that has been part of the
St. John community for over 20 years. Scrip raises
money for St. John School when parishioners shop with gift cards
for everyday purchases like food, clothing, and entertainment. Each Scrip gift card you buy earns a rebate for St. John, it’s
that easy. Scrip is the powerful, “no-selling” fundraiser.
As the Christmas holiday approaches, please purchase your gift
cards from us. We have over 250 stores, both national and local,
to aid your shopping! (Please see the form inside your bulletin for
a list of the stores.)
A few things:
Scrip will be sold every Sunday after all the Masses at
Coffee and Donuts, Dec. 7-14 & 21
Scrip will also be sold every weekday at school in the hall of
XDC. 8am—8:30 am and again from 2:45-3:15 pm
Dec. 8-12 —Dec.15-18
On Dec.19, we will be selling from 11:30-12:15 because
there is only a half day of school.
You can also place your order anytime at stjohnscrip@stjohnsea.org or by
calling 206.782.2810 ext. 309. You will receive your Scrip a few days to
a week after you order it.

What a wonderful way to help the St. John School community.

Please remember the following people who are ill or
homebound in your prayers this week.
Father Crispin’s nieces,
Patience & Wendy
Connolly Family
Caroline Gallacci
Mary Anne Gee
Elaine Gregory
Mary Heckel

Marilyn Hilsen
Bob & Toni Lasser
Heilee Matlock
Oskar Miranda
Marcia Rowe
John Sharp

For those that have died, may they join in God’s heavenly
banquet.

Stewardship —A Disciples Response
John the Baptist’s call to repentance is echoed in the
U.S. bishops’ pastoral letter on stewardship:
“Christians must beg God for the grace of conversion: the grace to know who they are, to whom they
belong, how they are to live — the grace to repent
and change and grow, the grace to become good disciples and stewards.”

Electronic Giving @ St John’s !
You can donate from your Smart
phone. St John the Evangelist has a
mobile version of our online giving
page to make it easy for you to give
anytime from your smart phone. Simply scan the image you see here using your phone’s
QR code reader or go to : www.stjohnsea.org and
locate the online giving page. Or you can donate
enter:

https:www.eservicepayments.com/31165.htm
on your web browser.

Do you have a family member or neighbor in
or from our parish who would like to stay in
touch with the St. John community? In addition
to taking Communion to these people we would
like to reach out with a phone call or greeting
card to say hello and that we are thinking about
them. We will also need volunteers.
Please contact Loretta Fletcher 784-3529 or
Marion Johnson –782-5084 if you would be interested, or if you know of someone who might
enjoy this type of outreach.

Saint of the Month
Saint Maximilian Kolbe
1894-1941
Feast: August 14

Virtue: generosity: giving
without counting the cost.
If someone is selfish, stingy, or
gives just the socially acceptable minimum, are they a true
disciple of God who gave His
very life for us? Generosity is
God-like. It means throwing
open the doors of one’s heart
and pouring out all our love
on everyone. It means looking
out for everyone else instead
of looking out for ourselves. It means giving not only because we
have extra or leftovers, but giving when there is a cost to us—and
expecting nothing in return. It means giving not only where we have
a duty to give, but giving when there is a cost to us—and expecting
nothing in return. It means giving not only where we have a duty to
give, but giving to the undeserving : to those we don’t like, or to
those we don’t know at all.

Saint Maximilian was born on January 17, 1894 in ZdunskaWola, Poland, and given the name Raymond. When he was
still a child he had a vision in which Our Lady held out to
him two crowns, one white, the other red, asking him to
choose between the two. The white symbolized purity and red
symbolized martyrdom. Raymond chose both of them.
When he was only 17, he joined the Conventual
Franciscans, and seven years later he was ordained Father
Maximilian. Saint Maximilian Kolbe carried Christ’s message from Poland all the way to Japan, setting up small towns
and naming them after Our Lady.
When World War II Broke out, Maximilian was in
Poland. He was captured by the Germans and sent to the concentration camp of Auschwitz. At Auschwitz, one of the horrible rules was that any time a prisoner escaped, ten others
would be condemned to death by starvation. One day, after an
escape, the guards were choosing ten prisoner to die. One
man cried out when he was chosen, saying that he had a wife
and children. Risking the cruelty of the guards, Saint Maximilian intervened and offered his won life instead. The
guards asked why he should die in the other man’s place.
Saint Maximilian replied: “I am a Catholic priest.”
Everyone at Auschwitz was surprised to hear prayers
and songs coming from the Starvation bunker, but those inside had been inspired by the holiness and leadership of Saint
Maximilian. After a few weeks, Kolbe was still alive, so his
guards murdered him with a fatal injection. He died on the
vigil of the Solemnity of the Assumption, and so was able to
celebrate it with Our Lady in heaven, receiving both of the
crowns of purity and martyrdom that she had offered to him
as a child.

