3rd Sunday of Advent
December 13, 2015
December 14
For the repose
of the soul of
Rosemary
Barnett
8:30am Mass
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Tuesday
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Morning Prayer
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Wednesday
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Morning Prayer
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Friday
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3rd Sunday of
Advent
8:30am Mass
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Pre-school Sunday
School
or
CLOW
10:30am Mass
Noon-3pm
Christmas
Decorating

Mass Times

Children’s Programs*

Saturday, Vigil Mass 5pm
Sunday, 8:30 & 10:30 am

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW)
Most Sundays; Oct. through May during 10:30 Mass
Children First grade through Fifth grade are invited to
attend.

Monday thru Friday and 1st Saturdays
Mass or Morning Prayer– 8:30am
Thursday– Adoration 9am-11am

Stations of the Cross

2nd Thursday of the month
7pm—Church
Sacrament of Reconciliation during Advent
There will be parish reconciliation Dec. 14, at 7pm in
the church. The reconciliation on December 12 at
3:30pm will not be held. If you are unable to attend the
parish reconciliation on the 14th, please call the parish
office to schedule a private reconciliation.
——————————————————————————————

Preschool Sunday School (new location)
October through May during the 10:30 Mass
Children age 4 by Sept. 1st through First grade
Classes held in XDC located in the main school building.
10:30 Mass Nursery
Nursery is in new location in XDC located in the main
school building. Children ages 8 months--3 yrs. are welcome.
Nursery is Free!
*NOTE for these programs: Weekends that have a
Monday holiday or school break times; No Sessions.
For more information or questions contact: parish office.

FAITH FORMATION
Infant Baptism
Infant Baptisms (up to age 7yrs.) are scheduled 4 times a
year at the weekend masses.
Sacrament of Matrimony
Couples should contact parish office 6-8 months ahead
of time.
Parish Advocate for Annulments
For parishioners seeking a marriage annulment, please
contact the parish office or email
annulment@stjohnsea.org

Parish Office
206-782-2810
Office Hours 8am-4pm
Closed from noon to one for lunch
Monday ~ Friday
Pastoral Emergency number 206-794-7487

Liturgy
Reflection ~ Ordinary Time

December 13, 2015
3rd Sunday of Advent year C
The message of the first reading and the Gospel is that
God who saves draws close to us. When God is near,
how do we react? Do we hesitate because of uncertainty
or avoid because of fear? Do we refuse to meet God because of apathy? God comes to us out of love. God
comes to us whether we are ready or not. Advent centers
on expecting God to come.
Our response to this coming may be joy. We can
experience the nearness of God through the actions of
others, nature, prayer or reflection. The smile of a friend,
the listening of another, the presence of a loved one, the
beauty of a sunset or the comfort of silence can reveal
God. We may be able to “cry out with joy and gladness,”
After this response of joy or gladness, we ask the
question of the crowd to John the Baptist” “What ought
we to do?” The response in the Gospel to a variety of
people, e.g., rich person, tax collector and soldier, is
straight forward: be generous and honest, as well as just
and fair to others, be conscious of who you are and what
are your responsibilities, and perform them with care and
unselfishness.
Each of us plays a variety of roles: citizen, worker, professional, laity, clergy, religious, mother, father,
sister, etc. We can server others in these roles. Our challenge is to bring the “good news to the people” and to
enable others to share the good news of a God who is
near and cares for each person.
Imagine that God comes to you and speaks. To each phrase
below you may respond. God says to you the following:
I am near to you.
Dismiss all anxiety.
Present your needs to me.
My peace is beyond understanding.

Next Week’s readings
4th Sunday of Advent
December 20, 2015 year—Readings C
First Reading
Micah 5:1-4a
From Bethlehem shall come the ruler of Israel.
Psalm 80 “Lord, make us turn to you; let us see
your face and we shall be saved.”
Second Reading
Hebrews 10:5-10
Behold, I come to do your will.
Gospel
Luke 1:39-45
Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth.
Our psalm refrain can be our prayer today: “Lord,
make us turn to you; let us see your face and we
shall be saved.” As we hear God’s holy word today,
let us indeed turn to the Lord and see our loving
God’s face in the small town of Bethlehem, in young
Mary and her cousin Elizabeth, and in all whose
lives intersect with ours every day.

We are getting ready to start classes for
Confirmation in January. Confirmation
will be in May. Your child must be 16.
Please call the parish office to sign your
child up for the class.

Catholic Cemeteries

We remember and give thanks at our regular
Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have died.
All are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are
on Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org

Parish Life

(All ministries at St John Parish/School require Safe Environment Training.)

PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Collection for week of December 6, 2015
Vigil Mass
$ 2,644.00
8:30am Mass
$ 3,289.00
10:30am Mass
$ 2,400.00
Mail in
$ 6,745.00
Electronic giving
$ 4,405.52
$ 19,483.52
Total Budget for 2014-2015 Sacrificial Giving is
$712,194. Divided by 52 weeks = $13,696.04 needs to
be collected each week.
(This does NOT include restricted donations such as Holy
Day Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and donations
made to our ministries or coffee & donuts.)

Save the Dates!
December 14, 7pm - Church, parish reconciliation
December 20, Noon-3pm, Church Decorating party
December 24th, 4pm and 6pm
Children’s Christmas Eve Mass;
December 24th, Christmas Eve Mass 9pm
December 25th, Christmas Morning Mass 9am
THANK YOU FROM THE KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS!
St John Knights would like to thank the parish for
the great help in selling Christmas Trees, seeing that
the Homeless ladies of the Noel House have a wonderful Christmas Party.
Thanks from the Knights and Girl Scouts for the
turnout to our breakfast and helping the girls.
If you would like to see some great Basketball the
Knights are having the 6th Grade Christmas K of C –
CYO Tournament on December 26th, 27th & 28th at
St John School.
First of next year we are having a breakfast for the
8th Grade trip, look for the date, they need help.

Faith Formation News

Are You Considering Becoming a Catholic? Are

you an adult of another faith tradition and have questions about
the Catholic Church? Are you a Catholic who is baptized but
has not completed all your sacraments?

Then the Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA) is for
you!
Inquiry Sessions are being held:
Wednesdays from 7:00 - 8:30 pm, Quigley House, Chapel Room.
Contact Jon Talbot @ jonshoreline@msn.com

Preschool Sunday School is in a new Location! Register for Preschool Sunday School for ages 4-5; Classes are held during the 10:30 Mass on Sunday. Children must
have had their 4th birthday by Sept. 1, 2015.
The Preschool classrooms are located in the XDC rooms
(Extended daycare room in the school building). Please register by completing a form found in the back of the Church or by
contacting the Office.

Children's Liturgy of the Word

Children Grades 1-5 are invited to participate in the Children's
Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) during 10:30 Mass. No registration is required. Parents are welcome to come with their children.

New Location for 10:30 Nursery

10:30 Nursery will be in the XDC rooms (Extended daycare
room in the school building). Children ages 8 months to 3yrs.
are welcome. Ring the doorbell to drop off your child.

There is a new Homeless Encampment located at

N.W. Market and 28th Ave. N.W. (north side of the
street). The residents can use men's winter clothing:
socks, gloves, hats, coats and some womens winter clothing along with some winter items for 6 year old boys.
They would also appreciate non perishable food items. It
you are willing to donate, their office (at Market Street
entrance ) is open 24 hours /day.

Good news! We are getting ready to start
classes for Confirmation in January. Confirmation will be in May. Your child must
be 16. Please call the parish office to sign
your child up for the class.

Please remember the following people who are ill,
homebound or need your prayers this week.
Pauline Barrett
Sam Braun
Bill Crisman
Caroline Gallacci
Elaine Gregory
Bob & Toni Lasser

Sean Mathison
Matlock Family
Oskar Miranda
Patrick Roberts
Linda Sullivan
Ginger Thomas

For our Armed Forces personnel throughout the world, that they
come home safely to their families. We pray to the Lord.
For those who have died, that they may rest in the healing embrace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we pray to the Lord.
If you have family or friends in military service and would like us to
pray for them, please call the parish office. 782-2810

Stewardship—A Disciples Response
Today’s Gospel provides a blueprint for good stewardship: “Let the man who has two coats give to him who has
none. The Man who has food should do the same.”

Electronic Giving @ St John’s !

You can donate from your Smart phone. St John the Evangelist has a mobile version of our online giving page to
make it easy for you to give anytime from
your smart phone. Simply scan the image
you see here using your phone’s QR code
reader or go to : www.stjohnsea.org
and locate the online giving page. Or you
can enter: bit.ly/DonateStJohn on your web
browser.

Do you have a family member or neighbor in or

from our parish who would like to stay in touch with the
St. John community? In addition to taking Communion to
these people we would like to reach out with a phone call
or greeting card to say hello and that we are thinking about
them. We will also need volunteers.
Please contact Loretta Fletcher 784-3529 or Marion Johnson –782-5084 if you would be interested, or if you know
of someone who might enjoy this type of outreach.

SACRED HEART RADIO 1050 KBLE ~ Seattle
Sunday Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am,
Daily Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am Monday - Saturday
Rosary - 1:00 pm, every afternoon
8:30 pm every night
Chaplet of Divine Mercy:
1:30pm Sunday & Saturday

Virtue of the Month:

Patience: waiting or enduring
without complaint. We all

know what it’s like to wait
for our turn in a game, for
the results of a test, for an
expected phone call.. for
Christmas! But how often
do we wait patiently, without complaining? Paragraph 1832 of the Catechism of the Catholic
Church lists patience as one
of the twelve fruits, or perfections, that the Holy Spirit forms in us. If this fruit of
patience is truly alive in us, we can control our emotions when something disagreeable happens and respond with calm instead of anger, dismay, or irritation. In times of great suffering, such as a serious illness or a loss of home or job , the virtue of patience
can be a tremendous witness to the God Who always
responds to our prayers: “I wanted patiently for the
Lord, and He inclined tome and heard my
cry” (Psalm 40:1).

Saint Rita of Cascia, 1386-1457, Italy)
Feast: May 22

Born the only child to a mother and father known as
the Peacemaker of Jesus in their small Italian town,
Margherita (Rita) Lotti was drawn to religious life at
an early age by the example of the Augustinian nuns
who lived nearby. However, out of obedience to her
parents’ desire for her security, Saint Rita married
Paolo Mancini and became the mother of twin sons.
Her husband was an angry and abusive man, and became involved in the political intrigues for the time.
He was ambushed by enemies and murdered! Rita and
Paolo’s sons swore revenge, but the anguished, continuous prayers of their mother won their conversion, and
they forgave their father’s murderers.
Not long after, the sons themselves died, and
Saint Rita asked to enter the Augustinian monastery,
only to be denied because some of the nuns were related to the murderers her husband, and it was feared
Rita’s presence would cause upset. In response to this
refusal of her request,
Saint Rita turned her efforts to healing the division
among the families involved in her husband’s death,
and, once peace was secured, was able to finally able
to enter the monastery and consecrate her life to God.
After many years as a faithful religious, Saint
Rita spent the last four years of her life confined to
bed by illness, where she nevertheless continued to
give of herself by teaching the younger nuns in the
community.

