St. John the Evangelist Parish
Seattle, Washington

MISSION STATEMENT
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the people of
St. John the Evangelist Parish are called to embrace
the Church’s mission of proclaiming the Good News
of Salvation through Jesus Christ for all. Our witness to the presence of God and our reaching out to
others allow us to deepen our relationship with God.
We accomplish this through our worship together,
especially in the celebration of the Eucharist;
through ongoing faith development for all people of
all ages and life situations; through the performance
of good works; and through responsible stewardship
by which we care for the gifts given to us by our God.

PARISH OFFICE -- QUIGLEY HOUSE
121 North 80th Street, Seattle, 98103
Phone:
206 782-2810
Fax:
206 782-0242
Pastoral Emergency Number:
206 794-7487
Hours: Monday - Friday
8:00 AM -12:00PM

1:00 PM - 4:00PM

Parish web page:
www.stjohnsea.org
To donate:
bit.ly/DonateStJohn

Rev. Crispin A. Okoth, Pastor
Bernadette O'Leary, Principal
Dani D'Amelio, PA for Administration
Mary Wiseman, Development Director-Parish
Julia Rudden, Director of Sacramental Preparation
Becky Kelly, Director of Liturgical Music
Evelyn Pinkerman, Administrative Assistant
Sheila Marty, Administrative Assistant

SCHOOL OFFICE
120 North 79th Street, Seattle, 98103
School Office:
206 783-0337
Fax:
206 782-0242
Extended Day Care:
206 782-9915
Development Office:
206 783-0337 ext. 323
Auction Office
206 783-7663
School Office Hours
Monday - Friday
8:00 AM - 4:00PM
Extended Day Care
Monday - Friday
7:00 AM - 6:30PM
School Web Page:
www.st-johnschool.org

Extension 314
Extension 310
Extension 313
Extension 355
Extension 308
425-830-4103
Extension 300
Extension 358

E-mail frcrispin@stjohnsea.org
E-mail boleary@stjohnsea.org
E-mail ddamelio@stjohnsea.org
E-mail mwiseman@stjohnsea.org
E-mail jrudden@stjohnsea.org
E-mail bkelly@stjohnsea.org
E-mail epinkerman@stjohnsea.org
E-mail smarty@stjohnsea.org

5th Sunday of Lent
March 13, 2016
March 14
Monday
For the
intentions of
the Glassy
Family

March 15
Tuesday
8:30am
Morning Prayer

8:30am Mass

March 16
Wednesday
8:30
Morning Prayer
10:15am
Class Mass

7pm
Parish
Reconciliation

March 17
Thursday
For the repose of
the soul of
Kristi Armstrong
8:30am Mass
9am - 11am
Adoration of the
Blessed
Sacrament

March 18
Friday
8:30 am
Morning Prayer
2:30pm Stations
of the Cross

March 19
Saturday
5pm Vigil Mass

The last
6pm Soup
Supper
Egan Hall
The last 7pm
Stations of the
Cross-Church
For Lent
Good Friday there
will be Stations of
the Cross at 2pm,
Church

March 20
Palm Sunday
8:30am Mass
10:15

Assemble in Egan
Hall for the procession of palms into
the church for
10:30 Mass
CLOW
10:15am
Nursery,
Pre-school Sunday
School

Mass Times

Children’s Programs*

Saturday, Vigil Mass 5pm
Sunday, 8:30 & 10:30 am

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW)
Most Sundays; Oct. through May during 10:30 Mass
Children First grade through Fifth grade are invited to
attend.

Monday thru Friday and 1st Saturdays
Mass or Morning Prayer– 8:30am
Thursday– Adoration 9am-11am
Sacrament of Reconciliation
The Sacrament of Reconciliation for Lent is available
March 14 at 7pm or you may schedule an appointment
for reconciliation with Father. Please call the parish
office to make an appointment.
——————————————————————————————

FAITH FORMATION
Infant Baptism
Infant Baptisms (up to age 7yrs.) are scheduled 4 times a
year at the weekend masses.
Sacrament of Matrimony
Couples should contact parish office 6-8 months ahead
of time.
Parish Advocate for Annulments
For parishioners seeking a marriage annulment, please
contact the parish office or email
annulment@stjohnsea.org

Preschool Sunday School (new location)
October through May during the 10:30 Mass
Children age 4 by Sept. 1st through First grade
Classes held in XDC located in the main school building.
10:30 Mass Nursery
Nursery is in new location in XDC located in the main
school building. Children ages 8 months--3 yrs. are welcome.
Nursery is Free!
*NOTE for these programs: Weekends that have a
Monday holiday or school break times; No Sessions.
For more information or questions contact: parish
office.

Parish Office
206-782-2810
Office Hours 8am-4pm
Closed from noon to one for lunch
Monday ~ Friday
Pastoral Emergency number 206-794-7487

If you are interested in learning more about any of St John’s liturgical ministries, or you would like to volunteer, please contact a
ministry lead:
Lectors: Tony Perucca - 781-2156 or tonyp2000@yahoo.com
Sacristans: Patty Mayhle - mpjmayhle@msn.com
Eucharistic Ministers: Joanne Jepson - 782-9329 or josiemj51@yahoo.com
Childrens’ Liturgies: Bridget Sevigny - 200-2458 or bridgetnan@gmail.com
Altar Servers: Cheri Wolf - cheriawolf@hotmail.com
Ushers: Joe Sullivan - joe.sullivan1020@gmail.com
Music: Becky Kelly - beckykelly1@yahoo.com
Environment/Decorating – Sheila Cloney - stjohndecorating@gmail.com

Liturgy
Reflection ~ Ordinary Time
March 13, 2016 Year C
5th Sunday in Lent
One of the joys of reflection on the word of God in
the Scriptures is that we today are continually learning from words written so long ago. The words of
Scripture are ever new. This is expressed through
Isaiah: See! I am doing something new!” Let us take
time to look and see what is new. What is the Lord
doing?
Today’s readings assure us of God’s continued presence and especially his forgiveness. What is made
new may well be us -we put our past behind us and
move on to what is ahead. Though we have done
wrong, made mistakes, been weak, we find that God
had “remembered not.” The first two readings and
the responsorial psalm go on to assure us that God
has formed us, blessed us, called us to himself. We
are forgiven and beloved. Through the Gospel episode, we are enlightened –Jesus speaks not only to
the people of his time but to us also. with very few
words and a simple action, he teaches us about honesty, and forgiveness as he challenges the complacent, self-righteous while he accepts and forgives
the accused sinner.

Next Week’s readings
Palm Sunday
March 20, 2016 year—Readings C
First Reading
Isaiah 50:4-7
The Suffering Servant speaks to the weary.
Psalm 22“My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?.”
Second Reading
Philippians 2:6-11
Jesus emptied himself, and God filled this emptiness
with exaltation.
Gospel
Luke 22:14-23:56
The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The cries of “Hosanna” that you heard in the Gospel proclaimed at the beginning of Mass will turn all too readily
to cries of pain and anguish, and culminate in the words
of abandonment that Jesus utters from the cross. With his
final words, Jesus forgives the repentant criminal hanging
on another cross next to his own. Listening to the sacred
scriptures today, let us make our own the words of that
repentant criminal: “Jesus, remember me when you come
into your kingdom.”

Catholic Cemeteries

Chrism Mass ~ St. James Cathedral
March 17– 7pm

We remember and give thanks at our regular
Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have died.
All are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are
on Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org
Holyrood Cemetery:
Chapel Mausoleum
April 9
10:30 am
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
Chapel Mausoleum
April 16
10:30 am
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Misa en Espanol:
Holyrood
Marzo 19
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA 98155

Misa en Espanol:
Gethsemane,
Abril 9
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Parish Life

(All ministries at St John Parish/School require Safe Environment Training.)

PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Collection for week of March 6, 2016
Vigil Mass
$ 1,359.00
8:30am Mass
$ 3,251.00
10:30am Mass
$ 2,899.00
Mail in
$ 4,539.00
Electronic giving
$ 5,176.34
$17,224.34
Total Budget for 2015 –2016 Sacrificial Giving is
$712,194. Divided by 52 weeks = $13,696.04 needs to
be collected each week.

(This does NOT include restricted donations such as Holy
Day Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and donations made
to our ministries or coffee & donuts.)
REMINDER – Please turn your rice bowls in at Holy Thursday Mass. If you forget - Don’t worry – you can still get your
donation to the poor, by turning the rice bowls in to your teacher
at school or parish office. THANK YOU for your Lenten sacrifices for the poor – we are truly blessed by all of you.
ASANTE SANA!

St John Parish office publishes a weekly email

newsletter on Wednesday afternoons. If you would like to
receive the latest parish updates with clickable links to flyers and web pages, right in your inbox,
email smarty@stjohnsea.org.

Come set the table for the Lord!
Sacristans needed!!

We need to increase our Sacristan ministry team for the
10:30 mass! Your duties would include arriving an hour
before mass to prepare the altar, verify that all our volunteers are checked in and assist father during mass. There is
a 15 minute clean up after mass. Safe environment certification required. If you are interested please contact: Patty
Mayhle mpjmayhle@msn.com

There was an interesting prayer nugget on the Seattle
Times funny page on March 1st. Reproduced here by
permission. Here’s a little something from the intersection of the Years of Mercy and Prayer: Eternal God, in
whom mercy is endless and the treasury of compassion
inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and increase your
mercy in us, that in difficult moments we might not despair nor become despondent, but with great confidence
submit ourselves to your holy will, which is Love and
Mercy itself. (From the Divine Mercy Chaplet, via A
Year of Mercy with Pope Francis. Thanks to Nicole Hardie.)
If you have a prayer nugget you’d like to share with the
parish, email Bill Marty, bill@takenroad.com.

Faith Formation News
Preschool Sunday School! Register for Preschool Sunday School for ages 4-5; Classes are held during the
10:30 Mass on Sunday. Children must have had their 4th
birthday by Sept. 1, 2015.
The Preschool classrooms are located in the XDC
rooms (Extended daycare room in the school building). Please register by completing a form found in the
back of the Church or by contacting the Office.
Children's Liturgy of the Word
Children Grades 1-5 are invited to participate in the Children's Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) during 10:30
Mass. No registration is required. Parents are welcome
to come with their children.
10:30 Nursery
10:30 Nursery is in the XDC rooms (Extended daycare
room in the school building). Children ages 8 months to
3yrs. are welcome. Ring the doorbell to drop off your
child.
Is Your Marriage Everything it was Meant to be?
Take some time to reflect on your marriage this Lenten season.
If you feel a sense of sadness or disillusionment, you are not
alone. Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vī) can help your marriage heal and thrive. For confidential information about, or to
register for our upcoming program beginning April 8-10, 2016
call 360-671-6479 or visit our website at
www.HelpOurMarriage.com.

Lenten & Easter Dates
Lenten Fridays (abstain from meat-fish is ok)
Fasting and abstinence on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday (1 main meal, 2 small meals that do not equal the
regular sized meal)

2:30 Stations of the Cross Church (Good Friday’s Stations of the Cross will start at 2pm)
6pm Soup Supper—Egan Hall
7pm Stations of the Cross Church
March 12 & 13 Weekend
Anointing of the Sick after all Masses

March 14 Monday
7pm Reconciliation
March 19 & 20 Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
Blessing of the Palms at
Saturday 5pm Mass
Sunday 8:30 Mass
10:15 Assemble in Egan Hall
For procession into Church
For 10:30am Mass and Blessing of Palms

Holy Week begins
Triduum
Holy Thursday
Please remember to bring your Rice Bowl- envelopes to the Holy Thursday Mass, March 24th. Thank you!

7pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 10pm
Good Friday

(fasting and abstinence are observed Good Friday and if possible through Holy Saturday until the Easter
Vigil. One regular meal and 2 small meals that do not equal the regular sized meal and no meat, fish is ok)

2pm church Good Friday Stations of the Cross
7pm The Passion of the Lord
Leave in somber silence.

Holy Saturday
9pm The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
8:30am Mass
10:30 Mass

is
h

Junior High Rally

The annual Archdiocesan Junior High Rally, with
the theme “Know Mercy,” will be held March 12 at
Forest Ridge of the Sacred Heart in Bellevue. The
event, for sixth through 9th graders, will feature
Catholic speakers and musicians Popple. Register
at:

Young Adults
FOR MORE INFORMATION
on Pilgrimage

http://www.nwcatholic.org/SEA0316/#?page=28

Year of Mercy Retreats
PalisadesRetreat@Center.org

Life Everlasting
Men’s Silent Retreat
April 1-2, 2016 (Divine Mercy Sunday)
Monsignor Brian Bransfield
The Year of Mercy
Young adult retreat

Reflecting on Pope Francis’ call for a Year of Mercy,
Jesuit Father Sean Raftis will lead a retreat for young
adults April 8-10 at the Archbishop Brunett Center at
the Palisades in Federal Way. Father Raftis, who
taught at Bellarmine Prep and Seattle University and
is now a pastor in Montana, was one of the authors of
the U.S. Jesuits’ 2003 statement on abortion. The cost
of the retreat is $99.50. Register at palisadesretreatcenter.org

The Face of Mercy

Women’s Silent Retreat May 6-8, 2016
James Zakowicz, O.C.D.

BBHS Easter Egg Hunt!

Sacred Heart Radio News!
We’d love to have an announcement in your bulletin for the weekend of March 12/13: “Tune in to
Sacred Heart Radio AM 1050 Seattle/AM 1240
Olympia for the unpredictable, live excitement of
the semi-annual Sharathon from March 16-19.
The parish with the most donors will earn a beautiful piece of art for our parish!”

$5 per child 8 years and under. Please join us at Blanchet
in the Quad on Saturday, March 19th beginning at 9:30
AM for our 4th Annual BBHS Easter Egg Hunt. Children
ages 8 and under are invited to participate in this fun filled
event that will include snacks, crafts, and prizes.
The Easter Bunny will be hopping around and available for photos.
9:30 AM Check-in and crafts begin, snacks served 10:05
AM Hunt ages 1-4 begins
10:10 AM Hunt ages 5-8 begins Be a part of the Easter fun
by registering online today at:

www.bishopblanchet.org/easter2016

Questions? - Contact Robert Lukevich, Assistant Director
of Development at 206-527-3981 or

rlukevich@bishopblanchet.org

February 19, 2016
Jambo Rafikis,
I have received your new Music survey, and I am excited that so many of our parishioners are
pleased with our current music programs. It is an example of good stewardship, that we have
listened to you.
I feel it is most important for our parish to have a good and consistent music quality for our
masses, that we all enjoy. It is said that singing is like praying twice. So it is with great enthusiasm that, and after much consultation, I am excited to announce the addition to St John’s
parish staff of Mrs. Becky Kelly for the Music position - Director of Liturgical Music.
This is currently a part time position responsible for providing or coordinating for the music at
the all the Masses. She has currently been focusing on the 5pm & 8:30am Masses.
Also, as good stewards, we have looked at the Faith Formation position. And I have been advised to change the position into two separate jobs. After much consulting and recommendations, we are adding the new position of - Director of Sacramental Preparation. This is a currently a part time position responsible for Teaching or finding a Leader/coordinator for the following programs:
1st Reconciliation,1st Communion, Confirmation, RCIA, RCIC, CLOW, Baptisms, Marriages
& Funerals.
I am excited to announce the addition to St John’s parish staff of Mrs. Julia Rudden as our
new - Director of Sacramental Preparation.
You will see the job description attached for the Director of Evangelization and Faith Formation along with the Ad that will be posted on the Archdiocesan website , the Northwest
Catholic website and on the Catholic Jobs (national) website. If you know of anyone who
may be qualified or interested please direct them to Dani D’Amelio, P.A.A. in the parish office. I am praying that we will have this new position filled by March 15th, 2016.
This has been and continues to be a time of transition for our parish. I am so very grateful to
all who have stepped forward to help keep our programs moving forward for both Music and
Faith Formation –
Mrs. Becky Kelly – NEW Director of Liturgical Music
Mrs. Julia Rudden – NEW Director of Sacramental Preparation
Mr. Jon Talbot - has been leading our RCIA program- (Jon is currently on loan from Blessed
Sacrament)
Mrs. Jenny McGovern - continues to lead - RCIA –Adapted for Children
Mrs. Shawna Calhoun - continues to lead - Preschool Sunday School
Mrs. Rebecca Young - continues to lead - Sunday Nursery
Mr. Myke Folger - continues to lead - Youth Group
Mrs. Mari Halley – is leading - H.S. Confirmation Classes
Please help me to say - ASANTE SANA to each of them
– they are “preparing the way of the Lord”!

JOB DESCRIPTION
Director of Evangelization and Faith Formation [.7 FTE]

Develops, implements, and directs parish Evangelization and Faith Formation Programs for children and
adults in the parish:
Collaborates with Pastor, Pastoral Assistant for Administration (PAA) and other staff in implementing the mission of the parish.
Completes and maintains own catechetical certification.
Maintains current knowledge of religion standards and familiarity with Church guidelines
and documents (i.e., USCCB).
Functions as liaison between parish and school to support the school’s faith formation activities and curriculum.
Recruits, trains, motivates, retains, and provides general and specific direction to volunteers involved with evangelization efforts and faith formation programs.
Assures purchase and allocation of equipment and materials for evangelization efforts and
faith formation programs.
Oversees accurate maintenance of program records.
Supervises, leads, forms, and/or supports youth minister and volunteers providing faith formation activities.
Provides oversight and administrative coordination for the following groups:
Disciples of God’s Spirit (DOGS) Men’s Group
Small Faith Sharing groups – Advent & Lent, and on-going
Mission trips - Summer
Vacation Bible School
Women’s group
Young Adult group
Youth Ministry group
Provides spiritual energy and evangelization support for RCIA and Confirmation programs,
in collaboration with the Director of Sacramental Preparation.
Prepares correspondence related to faith formation.
Attends community and parish meetings to promote faith formation objectives
and activities.

ADVERTISEMENT
DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION AND FAITH FORMATION [.7 FTE]
St. John the Evangelist Parish is a dynamic and vibrant community of about 1,000 households, including the
Parish School, in Seattle’s Greenwood neighborhood. We are seeking a Director of Evangelization and Faith
Formation to collaborate with the Pastor and other parish and school staff in implementing the mission of the
parish. This is a .7 FTE position.
A successful candidate is an active participant in worship and community life, is a person of faith and prayer,
and is articulate and confident in matters of faith. This person communicates clearly and is able to relate well
with all ages and groups within our diverse community. The ideal candidate is a charismatic personality with
a passion for evangelization, a love of teaching the faith, the ability to attract and retain volunteers, has good
organizational and program development skills, and is willing to be a servant leader as part of a collaborative
team.
The DEFF, through attracting and mobilizing volunteers and other resources, will ensure that essential ministries flourish, including, but not limited to, the following:
1. Evangelization
2. Elementary Faith Formation Programs
3. Middle school youth ministry
4. RCIA
5. Faith Formation/Catechesis opportunities across all age groups
Catechetical Certification is desired, but may be completed during employment.
B.A. in Theology or Religious Studies from a Catholic university is preferred. 3 years’ experience in campus
ministry, lay ministry or closely related pastoral, social work or teaching experience preferred. Must have
knowledge of Archdiocesan Elementary Religion Standards and familiarity with Church documents (i.e.,
USCCB) or the willingness to learn.
For more information please reply to this ad
Compensation: Salary DOE
Location: St John the Evangelist Catholic Church
This is at a non-profit organization.
Principals only. Recruiters please don't contact this job poster.
Please, no phone calls about this job.
Please do not contact job poster about other services, products or commercial interests.

Changes in the Maintenance Department
February 19, 2016
Jambo Rafikis,
Today, I am writing to share with you changes in the maintenance department. As you know,
Sean Laverty stepped up to fill the Facilities manager roll a year ago last September. Since
that time, Sean has been dedicated to the job and has worked many, many hours to keep our
facilities cleaned, maintained while also overseeing repairs.
After our last 2015 Christmas break, Sean has realized, that he is in need of more time away
from work to care for his family members. He is dedicated to St John's but the hours and demands of running the department are too hard to keep up as needed and still be available for
his family. I want to commend him for this selfless act of compassion for his loved ones. We
should all learn from such a fine example as Sean
- ASANTE SANA Sean!
Sean will cut his work schedule down to four (4) days a week schedule. And I have asked Steven D'Amelio to take over the Maintenance Department for us. Steven
has, in the past year, proven himself to be knowledgeable of the campus, and
proficient in both repairing and/or getting repaired the needs on campus. Steven will
report to Bernadette O'Leary, Dani D'Amelio and myself.
Congratulate Steven on his new job and commend Sean on his act of compassion.
Baraka ya Yesu!
(Blessings of Jesus)
Padre Crispin

Please remember the following people who are ill,
homebound or need your prayers this week.
Pauline Barrett
Sam Braun
Bill Crisman
Flynn family
Caroline Gallacci
Elaine Gregory

Bob & Toni Lasser
Sean Mathison
Matlock Family
Oskar Miranda
Lil Stevenson
Linda Sullivan

For our Armed Forces personnel throughout the world, that they
come home safely to their families. We pray to the Lord.
For those who have died, especially Bob Frank, that they may
rest in the healing embrace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we pray to
the Lord.
If you have family or friends in military service and would like us to

Stewardship—A Disciples Response
In today’s second reading, St. Paul says, “For His sake I
have forfeited everything; I have accounted all else rubbish so that Christ may be my wealth.” Does my stewardship suggest that I could say the same?

Electronic Giving @ St John’s !

You can donate from your Smart phone.
St John the Evangelist has a mobile version of our online giving page to make it
easy for you to give anytime from your
smart phone. Simply scan the image you
see here using your phone’s QR code reader or go to : www.stjohnsea.org and
locate the online giving page. Or you can enter:
bit.ly/DonateStJohn on your web browser.

Do you have a family member or neighbor in or

from our parish who would like to stay in touch with the
St. John community? In addition to taking Communion to
these people we would like to reach out with a phone call
or greeting card to say hello and that we are thinking about
them. We will also need volunteers.
Please contact Loretta Fletcher 784-3529 or Marion Johnson –782-5084 if you would be interested, or if you know
of someone who might enjoy this type of outreach.

SACRED HEART RADIO 1050 KBLE ~ Seattle
Sunday Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am,
Daily Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am Monday - Saturday
Rosary - 1:00 pm, every afternoon
8:30 pm every night
Chaplet of Divine Mercy:
1:30pm Sunday & Saturday

Virtue of the Month: Temperance:

enjoying good things in a proper, balanced
way. Temperance is a virtue of moderation
and balance. The catechism of the Catholic
Church says that “temperance is the moral
virtue that moderates the attraction of pleasures and provides balance in the use of created goods. It ensures the will’s mastery over
instincts and keeps desire within the limits of
what is honorable”. Temperance does not
mean avoiding all pleasures, but having and
using pleasant things in a way that is healthy, balanced, and consistent with what is good. Temperance guides to have neither too
much, nor too little of what we need and desire. The temperate
person will be strong and flexible, like a perfectly tempered twoedged sword.

Venerable Matt Talbot

(1856 -1925, Ireland) Matt Talbot was a small but strong man,

who overcame alcoholism by prayer, penance, and the virtue of
temperance. His daily life was based on a quote from an Irish
saint, Columbanus: “Pray daily, fast daily, work daily, and study
daily.”
Matt was born in Dublin, Ireland in 1856. His mother
and father had twelve children and worked very hard. Matt’s father
took jobs wherever he could and the family often had to move. In
those days, school was not mandatory in Ireland. Matt did not like
to go to school, but chose instead to find work.
One of his first jobs was at a wine bottling store. It was
not unusual for a company to pay its employees every week at the
local pub. It was also customary that the pub owner then require
every worker to spend some of their newly received money on
alcohol at the pub! Matt soon began drinking after, and it quickly
became a serious problem. He and his friends would often drink
more than the money they earned working, and Matt even turned
to begging and stealing from passersby if it would help him get
money to buy alcohol. His mother quickly found out about his
drinking and prayed constantly for him to stop, but his habit continued for many years. One day while waiting outside a pub, some
frineds he knew refused to even acknowledge him. They had lost
all respect for him, and he finally lost respect for himself.
He went home to his mother, who had never given up on
him, and told her he was ready to “take the Pledge) this meant that
he was ready to stop drinking. His pledge was for three months.
Although it was very difficult, he did it! He took another pledge
for six more months and he made it through that too. Finally he
made the pledge for life.
From that point on, his devotion to his Catholic faith
grew. He worked hard to repay any money he owed to pub owners
or others from whom he had taken money. He spent the rest of his
life working hard but always for God’s glory. He took care of his
mother when she was old. He prayed much each day and did penance for the life he had lived as an alcoholic. He slept in a small
bedroom on a hard plank bed with a wood-block pillow. He was
generous to others and gave money to charitable causes, even
though he did not have extra money. He read many books about
the lives of the saints, knowing that the saints were his friends. He
was often seen praying or going in or out of church. He attended
Mass daily, sometimes several times a day, and went to confession
weekly.
It was while he was on his way to church on Trinity
Sunday 1925,when he died of heart failure. Matt Talbot was declared “Venerable Matt Talbot in 1973. He is the patron saint of
alcoholics and addicts. Today there are “Matt Talbot houses”
around the world that rescue and treat people with addictions.

