Liturgy
Reflections
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 14, 2016
. . . keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus. (Hebrews 12:2)
At one point during the Israelites’ journey to the Promised Land, God told them to make a bronze snake and
put it up on a pole. That way, anyone who was bitten
by a serpent could look at the bronze snake and live
(Numbers 21:8-9). Likewise, Jesus told Nicodemus,
“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone who
believes in him may have eternal life” (John 3:14-15).
On one level, fixing our eyes on Jesus is a physical action. We look at the cross hanging in our church or our
home, and the very image fills us with wonder. On a
deeper level, the author of Hebrews is asking us to fix
our “spiritual eyes” on Jesus—the eyes of our hearts, so
to speak, so that we can come in touch with the mind
of Christ.
As we fix our eyes on Jesus, we will see his tender love
for us. He knows us intimately. He never looks down
on us, threatens us, or rejects us. He is always calling
out to us, “Come to me . . . and I will give you
rest” (Matthew 11:28).
As we fix our eyes on Jesus, we will hear him telling us
that we can count on him. We will hear him say, “My
word is unchanging” (1 Peter 1:25). “My salvation is
unchanging” (Hebrews 7:24-25). “My love is unchanging” (Jeremiah 31:3). “My gifts are unchanging” (James 1:17). And “I myself am unchanging” (Malachi 3:6).
So today, fix your eyes on Jesus, so that the presence of
God can become your strength. Like Moses, insist on
being in his presence (Exodus 33:13-15). Like King David, confess that you can’t live without him (Psalm
27:8). You will find your time with Jesus becoming the
most important part of your day. Why? Because just as
Jesus promised Nicodemus, you will find yourself being lifted up to heaven!
“Lord, I fix my eyes on you. You are the author and
perfecter of my faith.”
Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10
Psalm 40:2-4, 18
Luke 12:49-53

Next Week’s readings
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 14, 2016 year—Readings C
1st Reading:
Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10
Because he demoralized the people, Jeremiah is condemned to death.
Psalm 40“Lord, come to my aid!.”
2nd Reading:
Hebrew 12:1-4
We are surrounded by a cloud of witnesses, who can
teach us how to struggle for glory.
Gospel:
Luke 12:49-53
Jesus says: I have come to divide.
It is hard to hear what the Good News is in today’s
Gospel. Jesus tells us that he has come to bring division, rather than peace, to the earth. When we look at
our history or look at the Middle East today, we see
that faithful Christians are often persecuted. Jesus
himself was slain. And therein lies our Good News,
if we are willing to hear it. Jesus rose again, and so
will all his faithful disciples.

Catholic Cemeteries
We remember and give thanks at our regular
Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have died.
All are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are
on Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org
Holyrood Cemetery:
September 10
10:30 am
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Misa en Espanol:
Holyrood
Agosto 20
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
September17
10:30 am
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Misa en Espanol:
Gethsemane,
Septiembre 10
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Parish Life
(All volunteers in ministries at St John Parish/School require Safe Environment Training.)

PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Collection for week of August 7, 2016
Vigil Mass
$ 1,567.00
8:30am Mass
$ 2,545.00
10:30am Mass
$ 2,103.00
Electronic payments
$ 5,390.08
Mail-in
$ 3,602.00
$ 15,207.08
Total Budget for 2015 –2016 Sacrificial Giving is
$712,194. Divided by 52 weeks = $13,696.04 needs to
be collected each week.
(This does NOT include restricted donations such as Holy Day
Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and donations made to our
ministries or coffee & donuts.)

Sacramental Preparation News:
It is time to register for First Communion preparation!
Classes begin in September for children entering 2nd
grade. We start with First Reconciliation in the Fall and
continue with study to prepare for First Communion in
the Spring. Registration forms are available in the vestibule of the church or in the parish office. Questions?
Contact Julia Rudden at jrudden@stjohnsea.org

I hope you’re enjoying summer. Here’s a collection of a
few prayer nuggets that I’ve been accumulating: “Coffee
is good for talent, but genius wants prayer.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson
“God, in the midst of the busyness of every day, help me
keep you as the focus of what I say and do, that my life
may be a reflection of your love.”
{Thanks to Soheila Beberness.}
You are my God, have mercy on me, Lord, for I cry to you
all the day long. Give joy to your servant, Oh Lord, for to
you I lift up my soul.
{From Psalm 86. Thanks to Bob George.}
A bit of glass art found by Steve Marty in
Seaside, Oregon:

The Survey for the planning process and challenges we
face as a deanery will be open until September 5. Father
has urged us to participate in this survey. There is still time
to take the survey and return it to the office or if you want
to take it on-line. It is open until September 5, 2016. If you
have any questions, please call the parish office.
If you have a prayer nugget you’d like to share with the
parish, email Bill Marty, bill@takenroad.com.

School is just around the corner!!
There are Volunteer jobs available for the school parents
and grandparents. If you are interested please check our
electronic newsletter for more information. To receive
the parish newsletter email: smarty@stjohnsea.org.
Or call parish office.

ETC.
Altar Servers Needed!
Grades 5 and up!
Any boy or girl who has received
their First Holy Communion and is
in 5th grade thru High School can
become an altar server. Regular attendance at church, an ability to
make a commitment and a family
that values worshiping together in
the community are all required elements of a successful
server. Altar serving is an important and necessary job. It
builds character and requires making a commitment. At
the same time it teaches many of the principles we try to
teach our children.
Altar serving promotes responsibility, accountability,
leadership and above all, teamwork. It is also a chance
for young people to get to know other catholic children
which helps reinforce moral and ethical values our children need to face the difficult issues in today’s society.
Flexibility!
Many families with children have challenging schedules.
We attempt to offer parents the opportunity to select the
weekend mass times they want their children to serve.
The opportunity to specify “vacation” dates when their
child cannot serve due to other activities. Servers can be
scheduled with friends or siblings. The ability to switch
masses by swapping shifts with other altar servers. Servers generally are scheduled twice a month to allow for
flexibility.
Training!
We ask for each child to attend at least 2 training sessions. We will do training after a 5pm Mass and after a
10:30am Mass.
Registration forms for St. John’s Parish & School
children are in the vestibule of the church.

Please contact Cheri Wolf at:
cheriawolf@hotmail.com
for more information and to sign up.

Fall Sports Registration Now Open!
CYO Athletics is both a parish and school activity. Every school or parish family with children, regardless of ability to pay, is welcome to participate in this
affordable, enriching, community based sports program.
“Registration now all online”.
Go to the St-Johnschool.org click Activities and
Athletics for the link to the SportsPilot registration system
and more information about the sports available. CYO Athletics is both a parish and school activity. Every Parish and
school family with children, regardless of ability to pay, is
invited to utilize these programs as an affordable means to
access this enriching sports programs. CYO Sports is a
great way to offer our children experiences with a variety of
sports, in a competitive, fair, and understanding atmosphere. The goal is to inspire children to be active and find
sports they want to play and follow as a lifelong pursuit. Get your children involved by registering today! Soccer registration closes 8/26.

St John Church is looking for lovely people to
work with our own nursery lead. The ages of the
children in our nursery are from 0-3years old, during the 10:30am Sunday mass. Nursery staff will be responsible for supervising and entertaining the children
while their parents attend mass.
Requirements: Must be at least age 18, submit a background check, and be up-to-date on Seattle Archdiocese
Safe Environment training. Experience working with
young children required.
Hours and pay: 10am-12pm Sundays (except major holidays such as Easter& Christmas); $15/hour.

A Lifeline for Marriages
Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vī) can help
couples in trouble rediscover each other and
take new, positive steps to save their marriages. No matter the source of conflict in
your marriage, Retrouvaille can help you.
For confidential information about, or to
register for our upcoming program beginning
Sept 23-25, 2016 call 360-671-6479 or visit
our website at
www.HelpOurMarriage.com.

The St. Vincent de Paul Ministry is accepting donations
of non-perishable food and household products (like toilet
paper and toothpaste) for our food pantry. Your donations are
shared with those in need. Please bring your donations to
church next Saturday or Sunday and place your bags on the
right side of the altar. Also, please consider including a cash
donation to our ministry in the collection basket. Thank you.
St. Vincent de Paul Society needs nutritious food that everyone likes and that does not require much cooking equipment
such as :
Pop-top cans
Peanut butter & Jelly or jam
Cereal
Canned fruit & vegetables
Canned meats that don’t need refrigeration
Canned fish
Pasta and pasta sauce—Macaroni & cheese
Canned baked beans
Canned chili or beef stew
Canned or dried soups
Boxed meals
Diapers/baby wipes
Toilet paper/ paper towels
The St. Vincent de Paul Ministry is accepting donations of
non-perishable food and household products (like toilet paper
and toothpaste) for our food pantry. Your donations are
shared with those in need.

Please bring your donations to Mass next Saturday or
Sunday and place your bags on the right hand side of
the altar. Also, please consider a cash donation to our
ministry in the collection basket. Thank you.

