St. John the Evangelist Parish
Seattle, Washington
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PARISH OFFICE -- QUIGLEY HOUSE
121 North 80th St Seattle, WA 98103
Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
8:00AM-12:00PM &
1:00PM-4:00PM

Parish Web Page:
www.stjohnsea.org

Phone: 206-782-2810
Fax: 206-782-0242
Confidential Fax: 206-770-6494
Pastoral Emergency#: 206-300-0972
SCHOOL OFFICE

120 North 79th St Seattle, WA 98103

School Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
8:00AM-4:00PM
Extended Day Care:
Monday-Friday
7:00AM-6:30PM

Phone: 206-783-0337
Fax: 206-782-0242
Confidential Fax: 206-770-6494
Extended Day Care: 206-782-9915
Development: 206-783-0337 ext. 323
Auction: 206-783-7663

Rev. Crispin A. Okoth, Pastor
Bernadette O'Leary, Principal
Dani D'Amelio, PA for Administration
Mary Wiseman, Director of Parish Development
Becky Kelly, Director of Liturgical Music
Julia Rudden, Director of Sacramental Preparation
Sheila Connolly, Director of Evangelization and Faith Formation
Evelyn Pinkerman, Administrative Assistant
Sheila Marty, Administrative Assistant
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School Web Page:
www.st-johnschool.org

Extension 314
Extension 310
Extension 313
Extension 355
425-830-4103
Extension 308
Extension 352
Extension 300
Extension 358

frcrispin@stjohnsea.org
boleary@stjohnsea.org
ddamelio@stjohnsea.org
mwiseman@stjohnsea.org
bkelly@stjohnsea.org
jrudden@stjohnsea.org
sconnolly@stjohnsea.org
epinkerman@stjohnsea.org
smarty@stjohnsea.org

4th SUNDAY of Advent
December 18, 2016
December 19
Monday
For the repose of
the soul of
Robert Lasser

8:30am Mass

December 20
Tuesday

December 21
Wednesday

December 22
Thursday

8:30am
Morning
Prayer

8:30am
Morning
Prayer

For the repose
of the soul of
Eileen
Cavanagh

8:30am
Mass

December 23
Friday
8:30am
Morning
Prayer
Office Closed

December 24
Saturday
Christmas Eve
4pm Children’s
Mass / Schola
6pm Mass
Cantiones

9am—11am
Adoration of the
Blessed
Sacrament

December 25
Sunday
9am Mass
8:30 Choir

9pm Mass
10:30 Choir

Office Closed

Children’s Programs*

Mass Times

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW)
Most Sundays; Oct. through May during 10:30 Mass
Children ages 6-10 are invited to attend.

Saturday, Vigil Mass 5pm
Sunday, 8:30am & 10:30 am
Monday thru Friday and 1st Saturdays
Mass or Morning Prayer– 8:30am
Thursday– Adoration 9am-11am

Preschool Sunday School (new location)
October through May during the 10:30 Mass
Children age 4 (by Sept. 1st ) & 5
In the Extended Day Care rooms (XDC)
located in the main school building. Registration forms
available in the vestibule, website, and parish office.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is on the 2nd & 4th Saturday’s of the Month or by appointment. If you need an appointment for reconciliation, please call the parish office

10:30am Nursery, the nursery is in Extended Day Care
(XDC), located in the main school building. Children
ages 8 months - 3years are welcome. Nursery is free!

FAITH FORMATION & SACRAMENTS
Infant Baptism
Infant (under age 7) baptism dates for the next year are:
Feb 25 – 26, 2017; June 10-11, 2017. Preparation classes
are held in September, November, January and May. Please
contact Julia Rudden at
jrudden@stjohnsea.org for more information.
Sacrament of Matrimony
Couples should contact parish office 6-8 months ahead of
time. Please contact Julia Rudden at:
jrudden@stjohnsea.org for more information.
Parish Advocate for Annulments
For parishioners seeking a marriage annulment, please contact the parish office or email: annulment@stjohnsea.org
Sacramental Preparation:
Are you an adult who participates in the life of the church,
but has not been confirmed? Would you like to receive this
sacrament of initiation and become a full member of the
Catholic community? Contact Julia Rudden at jrudden@stjohnsea.org for more information on how to complete your initiation into the Catholic church.
Questions? Contact Julia Rudden at:
jrudden@stjohnsea.org

*NOTE for these programs:
Weekends that have a Monday holiday or school break
times; No Sessions. For more information or questions
contact Julia Rudden at the parish office, ext. 308.

Volunteer-Liturgical Opportunities
Liturgical Ministries: If you are interested in learning
more about any of St John’s liturgical ministries, or you
would like to volunteer, please contact a ministry lead.
Lectors: Tony Perucca - 781-2156 or
tonyp2000@yahoo.com
Sacristans: Patty Mayhle - mpjmayhle@msn.com
Eucharistic Ministers: Joanne Jepson - 782-9329 or
josiemj51@yahoo.com
Children’s Liturgies: Bridget Sevigny - 200-2458 or
bridgetnan@gmail.com
Altar Servers: Cheri Wolf cheriawolf@hotmail.com
Ushers: Joe Sullivan - joe.sullivan1020@gmail.com
Music: Becky Kelly - beckykelly1@yahoo.com
Environment/Decorating: Sheila Cloney stjohndecorating@gmail.com

Service for Middle School and High School Students:
Interested in getting those direct and indirect service hours
completed early this year? I am happy to help you find service opportunities in the parish community. I can also take
a group of you to Teen Feed, St. Martin de Porres, Food
Lifeline, a local food bank, or you can serve right here in
the parish. Please call me at 206-782-2810 ext. 352 for
ways to get your service done!
sconnolly@stjohnsea.org

All ministries at St John Parish/School require Safe
Environment training. Please contact Sheila Marty at
Parish office or email:
smarty@stjohnsea.org
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Liturgy
December 18, 2016
4th Sunday of Advent
They shall name him Emmanuel, which means “God is with
us.” (Matthew 1:23)
“Emmanuel.” You can imagine what that name must have
meant to Joseph when he awoke from his dream.
First, it must have consoled him. The fact that God was with
Mary and him in such a physical way must have been comforting, so much so that he became willing to take Mary as
his wife.
Second, it must have given him courage. Humble tradesman
that he was, Joseph probably felt unqualified to be the
guardian of the Messiah. So the name Emmanuel probably
felt like a shield against fear. It gave him the boldness he
needed to guard and protect Mary and her child.
Lastly, the name Emmanuel must have filled him with joy.
At last! The Messiah that Israel had long awaited! God had
come to visit his people in a new and powerful way; he was
going to save them from their sins. How could Joseph possibly contain his excitement? God had kept his promise. He
was with them!
This dream changed Joseph’s outlook on the dilemma that
he faced with his betrothal to Mary. Comforted, strengthened, and made joyful by the name Emmanuel, he could
now say yes to God’s plan for his life and for the unique
family he would lead.
This one name—Emmanuel—holds these three treasures for
you as well. When you wake up each morning and start
thinking about the challenges of the day ahead, remember
that God is with you, like a friend you can spend each day
with. He is your courage and strength when you feel unqualified to handle a particular situation. He is your joy, reminding you of the promise of heaven.
So hold on to Jesus, God-with-us. Look for signs of his
presence in your life. Wrap yourself in his protection. Most
of all, rejoice in it! God has sent his Son to you. You have a
Savior who is always with you!
“Emmanuel, I step forth today rejoicing in your faithfulness
and in the courage and freedom that you bring to my life.”
Isaiah 7:10-14
Psalm 24:1-6
Romans 1:1-7

Due to concerns about bad weather
and Holy Days of Obligation
We have had several people ask about snow and ice and
Holy Days of Obligation. Father Crispin says “I will be
there for whoever can make it. People need not risk anything
to attend mass when it snows though.”

Next Week’s Readings
Christmas
December 25, 2016 year—Readings A
1st Reading:
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98
2nd Reading:
Hebrews 1:1-6
Gospel:
John 1:1-18
On this Christmas day, our holy scriptures invite us
deeper into the mystery of the Incarnation. No longer need we cry out for comfort: in the first reading
Isaiah tells us of the prophets, says the Letter to the
Hebrews: God has spoken to us through the
Son. No longer need we walk in darkness: our
Gospel proclaims the shining light of the Incarnate
Word. Let us be attentive now to the good news of
our salvation.

A Note from Father Crispin
"Christmas masses will be at 4pm, 6pm, and 9pm on
Christmas Eve and 9am on Christmas morning. The 4pm
mass is typically very well attended and the building
reaches maximum fire code occupancy by 3:30 pm. Its
possible the ushers may need to request that you return
for a later mass. The parish appreciates your understanding of its need to comply with fire regulations."

December 24, Christmas Masses
4pm Children’s Mass, Schola Choir
6pm Children’s Mass, Cantiones Choir
9pm evening mass, 10:30 Choir
December 25, 9am Mass (There will be no 8:30am or
10:30am Mass this weekend)
January 1st - Regular weekend Mass schedule.
5pm Saturday - Vigil
8:30am and 10:30am Sunday
Mary, the Holy Mother of God (Nursery, pre-school—
Sunday School & CLOW resume January 8.)

Weather Alert!! It’s that time again! If
there is snow, ice or school has been cancelled
or delayed, due to bad weather, please stay
home.
There will be no weekday 8:30am service.

Parish Life
(All volunteers in ministries at St John Parish/School require Safe Environment Training.)

PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Collection for week of December 11, 2016
Vigil Mass
$ 1,941.00
8:30am Mass
$ 1,887.00
10:30am Mass
$ 2,215.00
Mail-in
$ 3,838.00
Electronic giving
$ 2,982.48
$ 12,863.48
Total Budget for 2015 –2016 Sacrificial Giving is
$712,194. Divided by 52 weeks = $13,696.04 needs
to be collected each week.
(This does NOT include restricted donations such as Holy
Day Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and donations
made to our ministries or coffee & donuts.)

The Liturgy Commission
is dedicated to creating the most resourceful and effective
materials to enhance your experience of the Mass. We are
“piloting” this new version of the worship aid to see if it
fits the needs of our parishioners. Please feel free to email
Becky Kelly at bkelly@stjohnsea.org with feedback
about the new version. Did you find it useful? All comments and suggestions are welcome. The committee will
review these comments in January and February.

Volunteer Annulment Advocate
The parish is seeking an individual or couple who
would like to serve in the capacity of volunteer annulment advocate. Advocates guide parishioners through
the annulment process. Requirements are deep compassion for those in need, a good ear for listening, patience
and kindness, ability to attend the training and updates
and ability to understand complex situations, and above
all, a commitment to confidentiality. Training is provided by the Seattle Archdiocese. The next training September 13-15, 2017. If you believe this could be your
calling, please contact Father Crispin to talk more about
it.
Come help Decorate the church for
Christmas decorating is Sunday,
December 18 at noon.
Un-decorating is Sunday,
January 8, at noon.
Contact Sheila Cloney: (sheilacloney@gmail.com)

Hi Bill,
Here is an old Christmas prayer that I came across from
Guideposts. I think it is still timely for us today.
Loving Father, help us remember
the birth of Jesus, that we may share
in the songs of the angels,
the gladness of the shepherds
and the wisdom of the wise men.
Close the door of hate and open the door
of love all over the world.
Let kindness come with every gift and
good desires with every greeting.
Deliver us from evil by the blessing
which Christ brings, and
teach us to be merry with clean hearts.
May the Christmas morning
make us happy to be Thy children,
and the Christmas evening bring us
to our beds with grateful thoughts,
forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake.
Amen
Robert Louis Stevenson (1850-1894)
Marion Johnson
(Thanks, Marion)
If you have a prayer nugget you’d like to share with the
parish, email Bill Marty, bill@takenroad.com. Thanks,
and Merry Christmas!

Advent & Christmas Events:
December, 17 & 18 Anointing after all the Masses
Decorating for Christmas after 10:30am Mass
The Giving Tree gifts will be gathered up for delivery
December 18.
December 22, Office Closed
December 27, Office Reopens
No nursery, pre-school Sunday or CLOW. These activities
will resume January 8, 2017.
December 24, Christmas Masses
4pm Children’s Mass, Schola Choir
6pm Children’s Mass, Cantiones Choir
9pm evening mass, 10:30 Choir
December 25, 9am Mass (There will be no 8:30am or 10:30am
Mass this weekend)
January 1st, (Regular weekend Mass schedule. 5pm Saturday,
Vigil and 8:30am and 10:30am Sunday)
Mary, the Holy Mother of God (Nursery, pre-school—Sunday
School & CLOW resume January 8.)
January 2, Office closed

Merry Christmas to you all!

MEDITATION PRAYER
SOMETHING NEW!
Parish members have been giving their ideas for different faith formation activities. Some are springing from
the Year of Prayer. This series of evenings that will be
held in the Church on the following dates will be
prayer/meditations be led by different members of our
Catholic community. Kathy Collins, Mary Lila Gary
and Sheila Connolly will be among the prayer leaders.
This will encourage head, heart and body in prayer.
The sessions will be held in the Church from 7-8:30
pm on these dates:
Monday, January 9th; Wednesday, February 15th;
Wednesday, March 15th; Monday, April 3rd; and
Tuesday, May 9th.

The Gifts on the Advent tree will be gathered up on the 18th
of December, for delivery to Noel House,
in time for their party.

Virtue of the Month: Purity:
Keeping your soul free from sin.

Please remember the following people who are ill,
homebound or need your prayers this week.
Mary Lou Bain
Sam Braun
Leo Declos family
Pat Daly
Carol Covello

Davis family
Toni Lasser
Laverty family
Cleo Santiago

If a bag of sugar says “pure sugar”
we know we will find nothing but
sugar inside. When we speak of pure
water, we expect the water to be free
from chemicals, dirt, and disease. In
the same way, God calls us to have
pure hearts, hearts that are totally for
God and for love, hearts that are free
from sin and selfishness.

O’Neil family
Sam Sicchio
David Singleton
Taylor Thole

For our Armed Forces personnel throughout the world, that
they come home safely to their families. We pray to the Lord.
For those who have died, especially John Dennis Solema that
they may rest in the healing embrace of our Lord, Jesus Christ,
we pray to the Lord.

S   M:
Saint Maria Goretti
1890-1902, Italy, Feast: July 6
Maria Goretti was born to a very poor family. Her father and mother, unable to adequately support Maria
and her three brothers and sisters, moved from their
small farm in Corinaldo, Italy to become tenant farmers
in the Pontina Marshes. The shared the rent with Mr.
Sernelli and his son, Alessandro, because they could not
afford their own home.
When Maria was nine, her father became sick
and died. Maria now took up the cooking, housework,
and care for her younger brothers and sisters so her
mother could work in the field. Her love overflowed in
joyful care for them. She taught her siblings their prayers and the teachings of the Catholic faith she had
learned from her mother. She generously put the rest of
the family first, giving them larger portions of the food.
Once the grocer gave her an apple. Instead of eating it,
she put it away to take to her brother. Then he gave her
a cookie, but this too she put away for her sister. Finally
he gave her another cookie which he insisted she eat
herself! She did so immediately to please him.
Maria’s one desire was to receive Holy Communion and she found a woman who could teach her
Catechism classes. Because of her obvious love of Jesus
in Holy Communion, the parish priest allowed her to
receive Communion three times that month, which was
very rare at that time.
Alessandro Serenelli had a restless heart. He
saw how beautiful Maria was becoming, and he tried to
approach her several times. Each time Maria rebuked
him. She tried to stay near her mother and never to be
alone with him. On July 5, 1902, Maria’s mother was
working in a nearby field while Maria was near the
house watching her younger sister. Alessandro had been
working in the field too, but he came alone back to the
house. He called Maria inside, but she would not come.
He then dragged her back into the building. As she
fought him, she screamed, “No! No! No! What are you
doing? Do not touch me! It is a sin-you will go to Hell!”
Suddenly he pulled out a knife and began to stab Maria.
She was only eleven years old.
Her attacker, Alessandro, was sentenced to 30
years in prison. He did not repent for his crime until one
night, after 8 years, he dreamed that Maria came towards him in a field and held out 14 flowers to him. The
next day he confessed. Maria was canonized by Pope
Pius XII in 1950.

If you have family or friends in military service and would like
us to pray for them, please call the parish office. 782-2810

Stewardship—A Disciples Response
When he discovered that Mary was with child, Joseph resolved to end their engagement with as little disgrace as
possible. But obedient to the voice of God, he changed
those plans and became instead the protector of the child
Jesus and His mother, Mary. God grant that I may be as
open to the leading of the Holy Spirit!

Electronic Giving @ St John’s !
You can donate from your Smart phone. St
John the Evangelist has a mobile version of
our online giving page to make it easy for
you to give anytime from your smart phone.
Simply scan the image you see here using
your phone’s QR code reader or go to :
www.stjohnsea.org and locate the online
giving page. Or you can enter:
bit.ly/DonateStJohn on your web browser.

Do you have a family member or neighbor in
or from our parish who would like to stay in touch with
the St. John community? In addition to taking Communion
to these people we would like to reach out with a phone
call or greeting card to say hello and that we are thinking
about them. We will also need volunteers. Please contact
Loretta Fletcher 784-3529 or Marion Johnson –782-5084
if you would be interested, or if you know of someone
who might enjoy this type of outreach.
St John Parish office publishes a weekly email newsletter on Wednesday afternoons. If you would like to receive the latest parish updates with clickable links to flyers
and web pages, right to your inbox, email
smarty@stjohnsea.org. Or call the parish office.

St. Vincent de Paul Monthly Food Collection
3rd weekend of the month before Mass. Donations of
non-perishable food and household products (like toilet
paper and toothpaste) for our food pantry will be greatly
appreciated as well as your extra paper/plastic bags.

Stations of the Cross Devotion on the
2nd Wednesday of the month,
7pm in the church.
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