Liturgy
October 2, 2016
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reflections
We are unprofitable servants; we have done what we
were obliged to do. (Luke 17:10)
Didn’t Jesus call us his friends? Aren’t we called sons and
daughters of God? Then why does he tell us to call ourselves
“unprofitable servants”? Sometimes, Jesus can seem so confusing!
Actually, Jesus is not saying that we are worthless. We
are all God’s children, and we are all his friends. Neither is he
saying that our works are worthless or unprofitable. Surely all
the apostles who built the Church made valuable and worthwhile contributions. Surely saints like Francis of Assisi and
Mother Teresa made a huge difference.
Here’s the point. Our works for the Lord or the
Church can deepen our faith. They are good for us and for the
people we serve. They actually help build the Church. But they
cannot earn us salvation. They do not give us the right to demand anything from God.
Jesus wants us to be as humble as he was. He never
flaunted himself or insisted on special treatment because he is
God. No, he emptied himself and took on the form of a slave.
He obeyed his Father in every way. And because of that, Jesus
was exalted (Philippians 2:6-10).
Jesus wants us to keep in proper perspective all the
words of recognition, praise, and congratulations that people
give us. He doesn’t want who we are or what we do to go to
our heads. This is why he rebuked James and John when they
asked for seats of honor in his kingdom (Mark 10:35-40). It’s
why he rebuked Peter for suggesting that Jesus was too important to be crucified (Matthew 16:21-23).
In the end, we are all “unprofitable servants” (Luke
17:10). Every breath we take comes from the Lord. Every good
deed we do is a sign of his grace at work in our lives. But being
“unprofitable” isn’t necessarily a bad thing. It’s just a humble
recognition that we are God’s children, redeemed, called, and
equipped to build his kingdom.
“Lord, teach me to serve gratefully, humbly, and faithfully.”

Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4
Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9
2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14

Next Week’s readings
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 9, 2016 year—Readings C
1st Reading:
Kings 5:14-17
The foreigner Naaman humbles himself and receives
God’s healing.
Psalm 98“The Lord has revealed to the nations his
saving power.”
2nd Reading:
2Timothy 2:8-13
If, like Christ, we hold out even to death, we will
reign with Christ.
Gospel:
Luke 17:11-19
Ten Lepers show faith in obeying the Lord, but in
thankfulness one goes a step farther—straight into
the kingdom of
Naaman’s life was completely changed in our Old Testament reading today, as were the lives of the ten lepers in the
Gospel. Gratitude seems to be a small price to pay for such
great goodness. Yet as we hear these readings today, perhaps we can listen for the message that says how different
our world would be if we all could live in gratitude for everything that God so freely gives us.

Catholic Cemeteries

We remember and give thanks at our regular
Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have died.
All are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are
on Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org
Holyrood Cemetery:
November 2
10:30 am
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Misa en Espanol:
Holyrood
Octubre 15
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
October 8
10:30 am
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Misa en Espanol:
Gethsemane,
Noviembre 51
Gethsemane Cemetery
37600 Pacific Highway S.
Federal Way, WA 98003

Parish Life

(All volunteers in ministries at St John Parish/School require Safe Environment Training.)

PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Collection for week of September 25, 2016
Vigil Mass
$ 1,033.00
8:30am Mass
$ 612.00
10:30am Mass
$ 872.00
Mail-in
$ 4,253.68
Electronic giving
$ 3,079.45
$ 9,850.13
Total Budget for 2015 –2016 Sacrificial Giving is
$712,194. Divided by 52 weeks = $13,696.04 needs
to be collected each week.

(This does NOT include restricted donations such as Holy
Day Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and donations
made to our ministries or coffee & donuts.)

Back to School! Sunday School that is!

The Nursery, Pre-school Sunday School and Children's Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) begin this Sunday at the 10:30
Mass.
The Nursery is open at 10:15am, ages 0-3.
Pre-School -Sunday School for ages 4 and 5 meets in room 29
on the second floor in the main school building during
10:30am Mass each Sunday.
There are Registration forms for Pre-School-Sunday School
at the doors of the church.
Children's Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) is a program for
children ages 5 to 11 (grades 2-6). They are invited to attend
during the liturgy of the word portion of mass. Led by two
parent volunteer teachers, they go to a classroom on the
ground floor of the school building and will return after about
20 minutes. There, the children will learn about the readings
of the day and the gospel, at their own level, and will have the
chance to ask questions, sing songs and hear stories.
Interested in volunteering as a CLOW leader or assistant?
Contact Julia Rudden to learn more!

Faith Formation

Hi! I am Sheila Connolly, the new director of Evangelization
and Faith Formation. I am hoping to connect you with some
faith opportunities in the parish. I am excited about serving
you and helping you in various ways at St. John. I have had
the chance to find out about various talks, classes offered,
resources for study, and other options in the Archdiocese. If
you are interested in any of these, please contact me at 7822810

Sacramental Preparation News:

It’s not too late to register for First Communion and Confirmation preparation. You can find the forms on our website at
www.stjohnsea.org. Click on the About tab and then Sacraments. Return it to the Parish office, attention Julia Rudden,
121 N 80th St Seattle, WA 98103 Questions? Contact Julia
Rudden at jrudden@stjohnsea.org.

The first reading for daily mass on Friday, September 23rd, is
from Ecclesiastes. You’ve read it before, or heard it sung.
There is an appointed time for everything,
and a time for every affair under the heavens.
A time to give birth, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to uproot the plant.
A time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to tear down, and a time to build.
A time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance.
A time to scatter stones, and a time to gather them;
a time to embrace, and a time to be far from embraces.
A time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to cast away.
A time to rend, and a time to sew;
a time to be silent, and a time to speak.
A time to love, and a time to hate;
a time of war, and a time of peace.
What profit have workers from their toil? I have seen the business that God has given to mortals to be busied about. He has
made everything appropriate to its time, and has put the timeless
into their hearts, without man’s ever discovering, from beginning to end, the work which God has done.
Ecclesiastes 3:1-11

If you have a prayer nugget you’d like to share with the
parish, email Bill Marty, bill@takenroad.com.

Adult Confirmation

Are you an adult who participates in the life of the church, but
has not been confirmed? Would you like to receive this sacrament of initiation and become a full member of the Catholic
community? Contact Julia Rudden at
jrudden@stjohnsea.org for more information on how to
complete your initiation into the Catholic church.

Are You Considering becoming Catholic? Are you

Catholic but want to learn more about your faith or are
you and adult who would like to be confirmed?
Do you have questions about the Catholic faith and its teachings? We can help you explore your faith questions, and answer
questions about baptism, confirmation and communion.
All those interested in are invited to join us for inquiry sessions:
Inquiry Sessions begin: Wednesday, Sept. 28, 2016, 7:00 – 8:30
pm, Quigley House. Please ring the bell at the side door,

down the corridor between the schoolyard and Quigley
House (Parish Office).

Questions? Contact Julia Rudden jrudden@stjohnsea.org or
Sheila Connolly sconnolly@stjohnsea.org

