Liturgy
Reflections

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 28, 2016

God treats you as sons. (Hebrews 12:7)

“Relationship.” The dictionary defines this word as “the way
in which two or more people talk to, behave toward, and
deal with each other.” Relationships can be formal, as in a
business relationship, or they can be personal and intimate,
as in a father’s relationship with his children. While we often think of our relationship with God in the first way, he
wants it to be more like the second.
Do you know that you are cherished by God? Do you know
that he enjoys spending time with you, showing you his
love, and providing for you? This is who God is; he loves
treating you as his child—so much so that he makes it a
point to try to teach you and form you so that you can “grow
up” to be just like him.
As with any other parent, part of God’s parenting involves
discipline. It only makes sense that he would want to correct
us when we stray—he loves us too much to ignore us. So
often, when we think of discipline, we think of punishment
and pain. But God’s discipline is life-giving. It doesn’t
cause shame, it brings hope. It brings the promise of greater
peace and contentment because it helps us become more of
the person God has created us to be.
How does our Father discipline us? He may prompt us to
ask a friend for forgiveness. He may give us a conscience
twinge when we consider watching an inappropriate movie
or wasting time surfing the Internet. He may allow difficult
circumstances that cause us to look to him for grace instead
of relying on our own strength. He may also allow us to suffer the consequences of our sin as a way of teaching us and
forming us. In all these ways, our heavenly Father seeks to
love us and teach us.
“Father, thank you for calling me your child. I don’t want
anything to come between us. Help me to accept your loving
discipline.”
Isaiah 66:18-21
Psalm 117:1-2
Luke 13:22-30

“For everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled and
he who humbles himself shall be exalted.”

Next Week’s readings
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 4, 2016 year—Readings C
1st Reading:
Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29
Outcasts will be gathered home by God as a precious offering in glory.
Psalm 68“God, in your goodness, you have made a
home for the poor.”
2nd Reading:
Hebrew 12:18-19, 22-24a
Far from frightening, our encounter with God will
be like a glorious holiday.,
Gospel:
Luke 14: 1, 7-14
Jesus presents his own version of table manners.
Today’s Gospel is not about our dinner parties; it is a
metaphor for how we interact with others in our
lives. The first reading’s message about humility sets
the stage for the Gospel reading. As we hear God’s
holy word today, let us listen for the message that we
need to hear about whom we welcome into the banquet of our own lives.

Catholic Cemeteries

We remember and give thanks at our regular
Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have died.
All are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are
on Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org
Holyrood Cemetery:
September 10
10:30 am
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Misa en Espanol:
Holyrood
Septiembre 24
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
September17
10:30 am
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Misa en Espanol:
Gethsemane,
Septiembre 10
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Parish Life

(All volunteers in ministries at St John Parish/School require Safe Environment Training.)

PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Collection for week of August 21, 2016
Vigil Mass
$ 1,748.00
8:30am Mass
$ 1,964.00
10:30am Mass
$ 1,191.00
Mail-in
$ 3,412.00
$ 8,317.00
Total Budget for 2015 –2016 Sacrificial Giving is
$712,194. Divided by 52 weeks = $13,696.04 needs to
be collected each week.

(This does NOT include restricted donations such as Holy Day
Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and donations made to our
ministries or coffee & donuts.)

Thank you to everyone who has supported Father Ladislaus. We have collected almost

half of what is needed to help with the completion of the
Parish Staff House. It is a big project and are still trying
to raise $5,000 more to complete the project. so if you
didn't get a chance to donate, we will continue to collect
donations until Father goes back to Uganda. There are
special envelopes in the pews or you can contact the Parish office to make a donation.
We will also have another coffee and donuts in the
courtyard Sunday, August 28th with proceeds going
to this project. Father Lad’s last weekend with us is
September 3-4.

Sacramental Preparation News:

It is time to register for First Communion preparation!
Classes begin in September for children entering 2nd
grade. We start with First Reconciliation in the Fall and
continue with study to prepare for First Communion in
the Spring. Registration forms are available in the vestibule of the church or in the parish office. Questions?
Contact Julia Rudden at jrudden@stjohnsea.org

Adult Confirmation

Are you an adult who participates in the life of the
church, but has not been confirmed? Would you like to
receive this sacrament of initiation and become a full
member of the Catholic community? Contact Julia Rudden at jrudden@stjohnsea.org for more information on
how to complete your initiation into the Catholic
church.

I'm reading a collection of Henri Nouwen's writings on
prayer called The Only Necessary Thing: Living a Prayerful Life. The paragraphs that follow are from a section
called "God's Desire for Us" (p. 30).
I am deeply convinced that the necessity to pray, and to
pray unceasingly, is not so much based on our desire for
God as on God's desire for us. It is God's passionate pursuit of us that calls us to prayer. Prayer comes from God's
initiative, not ours. It might sound shocking, but it is biblical to say: God wants us more than we want God! The
English spiritual writer Anthony Bloom says it better than
I when he writes:
We complain that God does not make himself present to us
for the few minutes we reserve for him, but what about the
twenty-three and a half hours during which God may be
knocking at our door and we answer, “I am busy. I am
sorry.” Or when we do not answer at all because we do
not even hear the knock at the door of our heart, of our
mind, of our conscience, of our life. So there is a situation
in which we have no right to complain of the absence of
God, because we are a great deal more absent than he
ever is.
So, who is more in need of our prayers: we or God? God
is. Who wants to be heard most: we or God? God does.
And who "suffers" more from our lack of prayer: we or
God? I say it in awe but without fear: God does. As long
as we continue to reduce prayer to occasional piety we
keep running away from the mystery of God's jealous
love, the love in which we are created, redeemed, and
made holy.
If you have a prayer nugget you’d like to share with the
parish, email Bill Marty, bill@takenroad.com.

Welcome Sheila Connolly!

We are excited to announce that we have hired Sheila
Connolly for the new Director of Evangelization and
Faith Formation position. She will be coordinating and
providing oversight for Small Faith Sharing Groups, Summer Mission Trips, Vacation Bible School, Youth Ministry, Men's and Women's groups and more as well as working with Julia Rudden to provide spiritual energy and
evangelization support for RCIA and Confirmation. Ms.
Connolly taught for 33 years in Catholic Schools, 28 at
Blanchet, most recently as a Theology teacher. Look for
more information next week as she begins her work here
at St John.

ETC.
Altar Servers Needed!
Grades 5 and up!
Any boy or girl who has received their First Holy Communion and is in 5th grade thru
High School can become an
altar server. Regular attendance
at church, an ability to make a
commitment and a family that values worshiping
together in the community are all required elements of a successful server. Altar serving is an
important and necessary job. It builds character
and requires making a commitment. At the same
time it teaches many of the principles we try to
teach our children.
Please contact Cheri Wolf at:
cheriawolf@hotmail.com
for more information and to sign up.
The St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) ministry at St.
John’s is called to serve the needy of our community,

those teetering on the edge of homelessness. We do this by
visiting our neighbors in need, offering help with an overdue utility bill or rent, or perhaps a voucher for a bed at the
SVdP thrift store, or to purchase some food at a local grocery store. Every needy neighbor is also delivered one or
two non-perishable bags of food from our food pantry.
You can help our SVdP ministry by bringing bags of nonperishable food to church on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the
month and by contributing using your monthly SVdP envelopes or envelopes you will find in each pew. You can also
give electronically via the St John website. Won't you
please consider setting up a regular weekly or monthly donation to SVdP? 100% of all donations will be used to help
the poor of our community. Thank you.

North Deanery Survey—Closing August 30th.

The weekend of July 23 & 24, you heard a brief presentation describing the planning process and challenges we
face as a deanery will be made at each of the weekend
masses.
In order to provide an opportunity for you to participate
and provide input on the planning process, the following
items are below:
a.Archbishop Sartain's letter about the process
b.Demographic information about our North Seattle
Deanery
c.Survey Link
These materials are being distributed through this emailing and also posted on the parish and school web
sites. Paper copies are available in both the back of the
church and in the parish office.
This is our last chance to provide input to this very important process for our community.

St John Church is looking for lovely people to
work with our own nursery lead. The ages of the
children in our nursery are from 0-3years old, during the 10:30am Sunday mass. Nursery staff will
be responsible for supervising and entertaining the
children while their parents attend mass.
Requirements: Must be at least age 18, submit a
background check, and be up-to-date on Seattle
Archdiocese Safe Environment training. Experience working with young children required.
Hours and pay: 10am-12pm Sundays (except major holidays such as Easter& Christmas); $15/hour.

The Parish office has acquired legal size hanging
files and legal files 5-tab. Free to a good home.
If you are interested in these items please call Evie
in the parish office.

A Lifeline for Marriages
Feeling Disillusioned with your Marriage?
Think you have to settle for a lackluster, cold or distant relationship? Think again! You can gain new insight into your
marriage and rekindle the warmth you once felt. Retrouvaille
(pronounced retro-vī) has helped tens of thousands of struggling couples worldwide. Your marriage could be next! For
confidential information about, or to register for our upcoming program beginning Sept 23-25, 2016 call 360-671-6479
or visit our website at www.HelpOurMarriage.com.
Attached is a Word document, which you may use to cut and
paste formatted text (the verbiage is the same). Also attached
is the Retrouvaille cross logo, if you wish to add artwork to
your bulletin.
What is the Retrouvaille program?
Retrouvaille is Catholic in origin and is endorsed by the Seattle Archdiocese. Retrouvaille is a community of volunteers
committed to helping hurting couples heal their marriages. The Retrouvaille program offers couples the opportunity
to rediscover each other and examine their lives in a new and
positive way. No matter what is causing the hurt, couples
can find healing.
Who is it for?
It is for couples with strained marriages, including those in
the initial stages of distress, as well as those in a state of
hopelessness and considering divorce. While many attendees
are Catholic, married couples of all faiths are welcome.

