Liturgy
Reflections

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 4, 2016

Which of you wishing to construct a tower does not first sit
down and calculate the cost? (Luke 14:28)
Few of us have needed to build a tower, much less review
troops before battle. But we all have plans that require us to
assess our resources. Do I have what it takes to get that degree?. . . to care for a foster child or elderly relative?. . . to lead
that Bible study in my parish?
The woman being canonized today certainly had what it takes.
As she made her life “something beautiful for God,” St. Teresa
of Calcutta showed the determination that is the hallmark of
every disciple. “The first step to becoming holy,” she once
said, “is to will it.”
This can sound intimidating, especially if you don’t see yourself as a particularly determined person. But Jesus wants to
share the secret that Mother Teresa and every other saint discovered: sheer willpower isn’t the whole story. The truly critical factor is God’s desire.
If you want your life to be something beautiful for God, know
that he wants the same thing. Know also that he has all the
grace you need to accomplish it. He has filled you with his
Spirit; he gives you his Body and Blood at Mass; he walks beside you every day, helping you when you stumble and cheering you on when you succeed. He is 100 percent behind your
desire to build a “tower” that glorifies him.
So whenever you sit down to calculate the cost of following
Jesus—especially when that cost seems too high—take comfort
from these words from St. Teresa of Calcutta:
You belong to him. Nothing can separate you from him. That
one sentence is important to remember. He will be your joy,
your strength. If you hold onto that sentence, temptations and
difficulties will come, but nothing will break you. . . . My prayer for you is that you . . . answer Jesus’ call to you with the
simple word, “Yes.”
“Jesus, I say yes! I will follow you no matter the cost.
Wisdom 9:13-18
Psalm 90:3-6, 12-17

Next Week’s readings
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 11, 2016 year—Readings C
1st Reading:
Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14
The people worship a golden calf, and God loses all
patience with them.
Psalm 51“I will rise and go to my father.”
2nd Reading:
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Paul, once the worst of sinners, is an example of Jesus’ forbearance.
Gospel:
Luke 15:1-32
When the lost are found, even the angels rejoice.
“This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”
This criticism of Jesus is actually unintentional
praise. If we are honest, we know that we are among
the sinners with whom Jesus breaks bread. As we
listen to God’s holy word today, let us hear these
stories of God’s mercy and love in all three readings, and think of the times in our own lives when
we were in need of such mercy. Then let us give
thanks for our merciful God.
Catholic Cemeteries

We remember and give thanks at our regular
Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have died.
All are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are
on Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org
Holyrood Cemetery:
September 10
10:30 am
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Misa en Espanol:
Holyrood
Septiembre 24
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
September17
10:30 am
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Misa en Espanol:
Gethsemane,
Septiembre 10
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

SACRED HEART RADIO 1050 KBLE ~ Seattle
Sunday Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am
Daily Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am Monday - Saturday
Rosary - 1:00 pm, every afternoon
8:30 pm every night
Chaplet of Divine Mercy:
1:30pm Sunday & Saturday

Parish Life

(All volunteers in ministries at St John Parish/School require Safe Environment Training.)

PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Collection for week of August 28, 2016
Vigil Mass
$ 2,127.00
8:30am Mass
$ 1,622.00
10:30am Mass
$ 1,191.00
Mail-in
$ 2,382.00
Electronic Payments
$ 2,186.22
$ 9,508.22

Total Budget for 2015 –2016 Sacrificial Giving is
$712,194. Divided by 52 weeks = $13,696.04 needs to
be collected each week.

(This does NOT include restricted donations such as Holy
Day Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and donations made
to our ministries or coffee & donuts.)

Thank you to everyone who has supported Father Ladislaus. We have collected almost

half of what is needed to help with the completion of the
Parish Staff House. It is a big project and we are still
trying to raise $500 to complete the project. If you didn't
get a chance to donate, we will continue to collect donations until Father goes back to Uganda. There are special envelopes in the pews or you can contact the Parish
office to make a donation. We are very close to meeting
the goal for the parish staff house! Father Lad’s last
weekend with us is September 3-4.

Sunday, September 4th Mother
Teresa will be canonized
Saint Teresa of Calcutta.

Leah Libresco is a young, Yale-educated convert from atheism to Catholicism. She's written a striking book on prayer
called Arriving at Amen: Seven Catholic Prayers that Even I
Can Offer. The forward to Libresco's book was written by
Mark Shea, who has spoken at St. John's a few times. By
way of review, I'll give you a couple of nuggets from her
chapter on Confession.
I was surprised to find that it [confession] was my favorite
sacrament. (p.21)
If Catholicism isn’t unique in diagnosing our weakness, it is
unusual in offering us a treatment. (p.23)
I wish I could be anesthetized or restrained, so that I submit
to treatment without the option to finch away and disrupt the
operation, but that would be shirking the only contribution I
can make to the procedure. (p. 30)
When I lay aside sins and ask for the grace to go forth and
sin no more, I am being more human than ever, for the common vocation of all humans is sainthood. (p.33)
The way Jesus mends me reminds me of a Japanese ceramics
technique called kingtsugi, in which valuable ceramics that
are cracked or broken are fixed using a very unusual
glue. The craftsman mixes gold dust with a special resin and
uses this adhesive mixture to fill in the new cracks or to piece
the entire pot back together. After the bond has set, the crack
is still visible, but now it resembles a vein of pure gold. This
is a kind of mending that draws attention to itself. (p.33)
If you have a prayer nugget you’d like to share with the
parish, email Bill Marty, bill@takenroad.com.

Shelter News
Sacramental Preparation News:

It is time to register for First Communion preparation!
Classes begin in September for children entering 2nd
grade. We start with First Reconciliation in the Fall and
continue with study to prepare for First Communion in
the Spring. Registration forms are available in the vestibule of the church or in the parish office. Questions?
Contact Julia Rudden at jrudden@stjohnsea.org

Adult Confirmation

Are you an adult who participates in the life of the
church, but has not been confirmed? Would you like to
receive this sacrament of initiation and become a full
member of the Catholic community? Contact Julia Rudden at jrudden@stjohnsea.org for more information on
how to complete your initiation into the Catholic
church.

You are invited to an Open House on Sunday, October 2nd, 12pm - 4pm at all four of our Catholic
Cemetery Locations. Tour your local Catholic
Cemetery, look for your ancestor’s graves, pray for
a loved one, and take home a “Catholic Personal
Planning Guide” or “A Living Will and Durable
Power of Attorney for Health Care” booklet. Staff
will be on hand to answer questions, help you locate a grave, provide a sign-up sheet for our quarterly newsletter, and provide refreshments. Please
visit us at Holyrood Cemetery in Shoreline, Calvary Cemetery in Seattle, Gethsemane Cemetery
in Federal Way, and St. Patrick Cemetery in Kent.
For questions call (206) 366-8834. For directions
visit our website at www.MyCatholicCemetery.org.

ETC.
Welcome Sheila Connolly!

We are excited to announce that we have hired Sheila
Connolly for the new Director of Evangelization
and Faith Formation position. She will be coordinating and providing oversight for Small Faith Sharing Groups, Summer Mission Trips, Vacation Bible
School, Youth Ministry, Men's and Women's groups
and more as well as working with Julia Rudden to
provide spiritual energy and evangelization support
for RCIA and Confirmation. Ms. Connolly taught for
33 years in Catholic Schools, 28 at Blanchet, most
recently as a Theology teacher. Look for more information next week as she begins her work here at St
John.

The St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) ministry at St.
John’s is called to serve the needy of our community,
those teetering on the edge of homelessness. We do
this by visiting our neighbors in need, offering help
with an overdue utility bill or rent, or perhaps a
voucher for a bed at the SVdP thrift store, or to purchase some food at a local grocery store. Every needy
neighbor is also delivered one or two non-perishable
bags of food from our food pantry.

You can help our SVdP ministry by bringing bags of
non-perishable food to church on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month and by contributing using your
monthly SVdP envelopes or envelopes you will find
in each pew. You can also give electronically via the
St John website. Won't you please consider setting up
a regular weekly or monthly donation to SVdP? 100%
of all donations will be used to help the poor of our
community. Thank you.

Golden Fellowship !

No, we did not forget
you! The next meeting will be October, 27. More
about that the closer we get to it. We will also discuss
our ROAD TRIP! Outlet Mall and/or Casino, early
November?

Women’s Shelter News!

School and fall and another season at the St. John women's shelter is upon us. In fact, the shelter opens this
coming weekend! We sincerely hope that you are interested in helping out this year. It takes a lot of us to keep
the shelter open and the love, compassion,. and food
flowing!
The annual wine and cheese event will take place on
Sunday, September 18 at 5:00 pm in the mezzanine. Please come, and bring a friend if you know someone who might like being part of this fascinating and
rewarding ministry. People are often looking for some
way to get involved in the fall, especially new and young
parents. Spread the word!
Click on the link to see and reply to the invitation. Please RSVP so we can plan accordingly.

St John Church is looking for lovely people to
work with our own nursery lead. The ages of the
children in our nursery are from 0-3years old, during the 10:30am Sunday mass. Nursery staff will
be responsible for supervising and entertaining the
children while their parents attend mass.
Requirements: Must be at least age 18, submit a
background check, and be up-to-date on Seattle
Archdiocese Safe Environment training. Experience working with young children required.
Hours and pay: 10am-12pm Sundays (except major holidays such as Easter& Christmas); $15/hour.
The Parish office has acquired legal size hanging
files and legal files 5-tab. Free to a good home.
If you are interested in these items please call Evie
in the parish office.

A Lifeline for Marriages
Feeling Disillusioned with your Marriage?
Think you have to settle for a lackluster, cold or distant relationship? Think again! You can gain new insight into your
marriage and rekindle the warmth you once felt. Retrouvaille
(pronounced retro-vī) has helped tens of thousands of struggling couples worldwide. Your marriage could be next! For
confidential information about, or to register for our upcoming program beginning Sept 23-25, 2016 call 360-671-6479
or visit our website at www.HelpOurMarriage.com.
Attached is a Word document, which you may use to cut and
paste formatted text (the verbiage is the same). Also attached
is the Retrouvaille cross logo, if you wish to add artwork to
your bulletin.
What is the Retrouvaille program?
Retrouvaille is Catholic in origin and is endorsed by the Seattle Archdiocese. Retrouvaille is a community of volunteers
committed to helping hurting couples heal their marriages. The Retrouvaille program offers couples the opportunity
to rediscover each other and examine their lives in a new and
positive way. No matter what is causing the hurt, couples
can find healing.
Who is it for?
It is for couples with strained marriages, including those in
the initial stages of distress, as well as those in a state of
hopelessness and considering divorce. While many attendees
are Catholic, married couples of all faiths are welcome.

