Liturgy
November 6, 2016

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
The Lord is faithful; he will strengthen you and guard you from
the evil one. (2 Thessalonians 3:3)
In the story of Cain and Abel, before Cain goes forward with his plan to kill his brother, God warns him not to let
this evil desire have mastery over him (Genesis 4:7). Cain didn’t have to give in to this temptation. God was right there,
ready to help him and strengthen him. Sadly, we know what
happened.
When we think about sin, we usually think about our
personal sins. We don’t often think of the temptations that are
behind our choices to commit sins. But temptation is a very
effective tool that the devil wields against us, and we need to
be on guard against it.
Sometimes, temptation can feel like an insistent hammering that beats us into submission. Over and over again, the
evil one whispers lies to us. He tempts us by telling us that
there is nothing wrong with violating God’s commands. If we
give an opening to these sinful suggestions, they will sway us
to commit sins.
Other times, Satan uses a more subtle technique. He
tells us that we have too much work to do, too many errands to
run, and too many important responsibilities. By the end of the
day, we’re just too tired or too distracted to spend time with the
Lord. Consequently, without even knowing it, we have become
spiritually weak. We have let our guard down and have become
more vulnerable to the devil’s temptations.
But we are a new creation in Christ! We don’t have to
give in to temptation. We don’t have to follow in Cain’s footsteps. The secret is to pray and ask Jesus for his spiritual
strength to help us say no to temptation. He is a generous God,
and he will give us the grace we need to resist.
May we never again let a day go by without spending
time with Jesus and asking him for heavenly strength.
“Lord, I need you today. Come and strengthen me against
temptation.”
2 Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14
Psalm 17:1, 5-6, 8, 15
Luke 20:27-38

The next Devotion of the
Stations of the Cross will be
November 9, 2016
7pm in the Church

Next Week’s readings
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 13, 2016 year—Readings C
1st Reading:
Malachi 3:19-20a
Lo, the sun of justice will rise!
Psalm 98 “The Lord comes to rule the earth with
justice.”
2nd Reading:
2 Thessalonians 3:7-12
Instead of keeping busy, some are minding the business of others. .
Gospel:
Luke 21:5-19
“When will the end of the world arrive?”
In today’s Gospel, we hear Jesus warn his disciples about
what to expect in the last days: earthquakes, famines, and
plagues. Yet he says that “not a hair on your head will be
destroyed.” In the first reading Malachi also announces the
coming day of wrath. Yet he too promises safety for those
who fear God’s name. Let us listen for this “sun of justice
with its healing rays” and ponder God’s love and mercy in
the midst of even the greatest cataclysms.

On Saturday, November 12, 11:00 AM, O’Dea
High School will celebrate its annual Alumni Memorial

Mass in St. James Cathedral to honor their deceased graduates.
Father Michael G. Ryan, pastor of St. James, will be the celebrant of the Mass. After Mass a complimentary lunch will be
offered in the Isaac Orr Center, 910 Marion St. If you wish to
attend the Mass and/or the lunch, please respond by Tuesday,
November 8, to Dianne Irwin, Director of Development,

dirwin@odea.org or 206-622-7151.

Veterans Day News
We will be celebrating Veterans’ Day at all masses on November 12th and 13th. Come celebrate Veterans’ Day to
honor our living and deceased friends and relatives who
have served and are serving in the armed forces. This year
we suggest that those being honored wear their battle ribbons and medals. We also ask everyone to bring a friend or
relative who IS or HAS served their country. If your beloved
veteran is one who has passed away, please bring a framed
photograph to one of our three masses.
We will be sharing “Vocations Awareness Week” beginning next weekend and for several weeks after that.

Parish Life

(All volunteers in ministries at St John Parish/School require Safe Environment Training.)

PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Collection for week of October 30, 2016
Vigil Mass
$ 2,081.00
8:30am Mass
$ 1,102.00
10:30am Mass
$ 1,785.00
Mail-in
$ 5,223.00
Electronic giving
$ 2,206.77
$12,397.77
Total Budget for 2015 –2016 Sacrificial Giving is
$712,194. Divided by 52 weeks = $13,696.04 needs
to be collected each week.

(This does NOT include restricted donations such as Holy
Day Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and donations
made to our ministries or coffee & donuts.)

Celebrate Our Parish

The annual State of the Parish will be the weekend
of November 5-6. Please join us for this joyful presentation of this past year. The presentation will occur during the Masses, after a short homily from Father.

Nursery & Sunday School

The Nursery & Pre-school Sunday School are open at
10:15am for the 10:30 Mass.
The Nursery is open at 10:15am also, ages 1-3, meets in
Extended Day Care “XDC”.
Pre-School -Sunday School for ages 4 and 5 also meets in
XDC. XDC is in the main school building on courtyard
side of the building, ring the bell and look for the sign
There are Registration forms for Pre-School-Sunday
School at the doors of the church and on our website.
stjohnsea.org
Children's Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) is a program for
children ages 6 to 10. They are invited to attend during the
liturgy of the word portion of mass. Led by two parent
volunteer teachers, they go to a classroom on the ground
floor of the school building and will return after about 20
minutes. There, the children will learn about the readings
of the day and the gospel, at their own level, and will have
the chance to ask questions, sing songs and hear stories.
Interested in volunteering as a CLOW leader or assistant?
Contact Julia Rudden to learn more!

Advent is just around the corner!
Advent decorating is Saturday,
November 26 from 10-noon
Christmas decorating is Sunday,
December 18 at noon.
Un-decorating is Sunday,
January 8, at noon.

November’s Northwest Catholic includes a nice article by Fr.
Cal Christiansen titled, “Why don’t I feel God’s presence
when I pray?” The books I’ve read, and my own experience,
lead me to believe that this is the usual feeling of many or
most people early in their prayer lives. The first chapter of
Anthony Bloom’s Beginning to Pray is titled “The Absence
of God”. The last chapter in Peter Kreeft’s Prayer for Beginners is “Perseverance”. If you don’t have the November issue, find Fr. Cal’s article here: http://bit.ly/AskFather
I do believe that if you and I continue to pray, we will feel
God’s presence. My belief is that our prayer lives have a
beginning, and have opportunities for progress and for detours, pretty much like everything else in life.
I’ll give you a nugget of anecdotal evidence for progress in
prayer: Two years ago, I read Jason Evert’s biography, Saint
John Paul the Great. Bishop Wojtyla had a friend, a woman
named Wanda Poltawska, who was dying of cancer. Her
cancer likely resulted from years of Nazi medical experiments while imprisoned at the Ravensbruck concentration
camp. Bishop Wojtyla wrote to his friend Padre Pio, asking
for Pio’s intercession, and Wanda was healed. Years later,
Bishop Wojtyla had become Pope John Paul II, and Evert’s
biography mentions multiple instances of miraculous healing
mediated by the Pope’s touch.
One I particularly remember was the story of a 5 year old
Mexican boy named Heron, stricken with Leukemia. The
Pope smiled on him briefly, kissed his bald head, and moved
on through a large crowd. The boy’s recovery began on the
spot, with the immediate return of his appetite.
Evert doesn’t say this in so many words, but my takeaway
was that there was a time in the Pope’s life when he could not
accomplish healing himself, and later in his life he could do it
almost casually. I conclude that this change resulted from
years of prayer. Another conclusion: When you need a miracle, ask a saint to intercede for you :-)
If you have a prayer nugget you’d like to share with the parish, email Bill Marty, bill@takenroad.com.

Hark the Harold!
Join us for a FREE Christmas Program
by Taproot Theatre's Touring Company
Wednesday, December 14th at 7 pm in Egan Hall
If you have any questions, contact Julia Rudden
at jrudden@stjohnsea.org or 206-782-2810.

St. Vincent de Paul Monthly food collection will be the weekend of November 19-20. Bring your dry and canned goods

before Mass and set them on the altar stairs to the right. Diapers are needed as well as cans with pop tops. The ushers will be happy
to help you if needed.

Book Group Starting-Focus on
Catholic literary stories

Youth Group Meeting

All people interested in a “Catholic-themed” book
club are invited to join together on November 7 from
7-9:30 pm in Quigley Chapel to share refreshments
and bring book selections to propose for this season’s
reading and discussion. We will meet once a month
to enjoy fine literature, refreshments and discussion
on the book. This Catholic book club will be open to
questions of grace, hope and redemption. All ages
from high school to seniors are welcome.
Please bring a book that you like to recommend and
we will vote on which book to read. The first meeting
will be a “get to know you and get to know what your
ideas will be for literary stories.” As Flannery
O’Connor said about her work, “I am anything but an
instrument for Your story.” Let’s get started on a
book and delve into how these particular stories reveal something about the divine love and grace of
God.
What: Book Club
When: Monday, November 7, 2016
Where: Quigley 11
Who: Anyone with a passion to read and discuss
How: Bring a book and an interest in connecting with
others

Wednesday, November 9th at 6:30pm in the
Mezzanine
We will begin planning for a Talent Show at this
meeting.
Bring your ideas and your friends!

Faith Formation
We need YOUR ideas! There are great things going
on in the archdiocese, from prayer groups to justice
circles to workshops. We have access to retreat postings and workshops, but we really need to hear from
you and what you would like to see happening at the
parish.
I am hoping that you will take a few minutes to write
down what you would like to have happen here, and
what times work for you. I have had a few people
come forward and give suggestions, and this has been
helpful. But we need to hear from all of you. Please
take a moment to drop us a line and let us know how
we can help you continue to develop your faith life
and connect you to your community.
You can drop your ideas off at the parish office, or
fold it up and drop it in the collection basket. You
could even email me. Sheila Connolly
sconnolly@stjohnsea.org
782-2810 ext. 352

Mr. Folger
Youth Group Leader
206-612-0036
mykeblaise@gmail.com

News from Our Friends in Peru!

The Amigos de Peru ministry group continues to work with our
sister communities in Peru. The group recently renewed its
agreement with the sister parish in Ilave to provide funding to
support the operational budget of the St. John Parish library located in Ilave, Peru. The parish library provides learning materials for parishioners, catechists, and a study space for students
complete with computers and internet access. The library is one
of a few in the altiplano that includes religious learning materials in the native Aymara language. A portion of the financial
support committed by St. John Parish will go toward the purchase of a copy machine for the library.
The Amigos de Peru continue to communicate with the Sister
School/Orphanage in Puno. We have made contact with new
leadership there and hope to identify ways to continue supporting the 31 girls living at the Taller Miranda orphanage and who
attend La Inmaculada School.
The next Amigos de Peru is December 5 at 7pm in Quigley if
you are interested in joining the group.
Contact: pkelley@stjohnsea.org if you have any questions about
our group.

See You at CYC 2016
Why should you go to CYC? To be inspired, to live your
faith boldly! Experience the larger church, see how you are a
part of the community of faith and meet youth from around
western Washington and beyond! Have fun with inspiring
speakers, live band, new friends, and more!
go to: www.oyyae.org/youthministry/events
Sacred Heart Shelter’s 24th Annual Soup-line
Fund Raiser benefiting
the families of Sacred Heart Shelter
Please join us for an all you can eat lunch featuring delicious
soups from some of Seattle’s best eating establishments.
$20 suggested donation
Wednesday, Nov 9, 2016 11:00am -1:30pm
Plymouth Congregational Church
1217 6th Ave
Seattle 98101
Contact for more information: Gillian Parke SHS Director
GillianP@ccsww.org 206-284-07489 SHS Office
Many thanks to our sponsors:
Sovereign Military Order of Malta Western Association
Karr Tuttle Campbell

Sheila Connolly
A registration form for pre-school—Sunday School on the back of this
flyer, for your convenience.

