Liturgy
December 10, 2017

2nd Sunday of Advent,
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit. (Mark 1:8)
The Holy Spirit—he makes all the difference. John had
preached a baptism of repentance for sins, but he promised that
someone “mightier” was coming—someone who would fill us
with the Holy Spirit (Mark 1:7). So what is that difference?
John’s baptism focused on the past, on forgiveness for sins already committed. He wanted people to put the past behind
them. The Holy Spirit, however, focuses on the future. He
comes to mold us and shape us, to lead us into the kingdom of
heaven.
John’s baptism was for one purpose: for our pardon. But the
Holy Spirit has many purposes. He reveals God’s love to us. He
helps us understand Scripture. He teaches us how to live as
brothers and sisters. He holds the Church together and moves us
to work for the kingdom of God. And so much more.
When we are baptized into Christ, we get both blessings. Our
sins are washed away, and we receive the Holy Spirit. Jesus
doesn’t want us to miss out on anything! It’s all wrapped up in
one gift, which we call the “seed of faith.” If we want to see
these blessings unfold in our lives, we need to tend to and nurture this seed.
A simple analogy might help. The main reason most of us go on
a healthy diet is to lose weight, but so much more happens
when we change our eating habits. Yes, the weight drops. But
our cholesterol levels also improve. Our immune system is
strengthened. We feel more energetic, and we sleep better. We
just wanted to lose weight, but our whole lives have been
changed.
This is what happens when we care for our seed of faith. Not
only do we experience God’s forgiveness, but we invite the
Holy Spirit to work in every other area of our lives. We feel
God’s love. We become more loving. We want to reach out to
those who are hurting. We find the strength to say no to temptation. In short, we become a new creation.
“Thank you, Jesus, for the gift of the Holy Spirit! Lord, help me
grow my faith.”

Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11
Psalm 85:9-14
2 Peter 3:8-14

Next Week’s Readings
Year B
3rd Sunday of Advent
December 17, 2017
1st Reading
Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11
I rejoice heartily in the Lord.
Luke 1:46-50 “My soul rejoices in my God.”
2nd Reading
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
May you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, be preserved
blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Gospel
John 1:6-8, 19-28
There is one among you whom you do not recognize.
Some very important people in scripture give testimony today.
Firs Isaiah testifies that God called him to share good news to
those in need. Then Saint Paul testifies to the expectations he
has of the Thessalonians as he wraps up his letter to them.
Finally, John the Evangelist writes that John the Baptist was
sent to testify to the greatest news of all, the coming of Jesus,
so that all may believe.

Parish Reconciliation and Adoration Our parish recon-

ciliation service will be Monday December 11 at 7pm. The
format will be slightly different this year and will involve
prayer and meditation, adoration of the Blessed Sacrament,
and individual confessions. The church will remain open and
the Blessed Sacrament will be exposed until 9pm. We hope
you can join us for a quiet evening of preparation for the birth
of Our Lord.

If you CAN not attend the Parish Reconciliation and would
like to receive it, please call the parish office to make an
appointment with Father. 206-782-2810

Advent Schedule
December 9 & 10
2nd Sunday of Advent

Baptisms at 8:30am Sunday
December 11, 7pm-9pm
Adoration &Parish Reconciliation
December 13,
7pm Stations of the Cross, Church

December 16 & 17
3rd Sunday of Advent

Advent Adoration
This Advent season-a time of preparation before our celebration
of the mystery of the birth of Christ-is a prime opportunity to
enter more deeply into the Church's Eucharistic faith. Come
and allow your faith to be nourished and to grow in the Real
Presence of the Eucharistic Lord. Saint John Faith Sharing
Group, "On Eagles Wings", would like to invite parishioners to
join us in adoration:
Monday evenings during Advent from 7-9pm;
December 11th and 18th.
You are welcome to come for a few moments, an hour or for
the entire time.

Anointing after all Masses
December 18, Monday, Adoration, 7pm-9pm

4th Sunday of Advent–Vigil

December 23, 5pm Vigil Mass
December 24, Sunday, 9am Mass

Christmas Mass Schedule

December 24,
Christmas Eve
5pm Children’s Mass
9pm Christmas Eve Mass
Christmas Day
9am Christmas Mass
January 1, Monday
Mary, Mother of God
9am Mass (Holy Day of Obligation)

Parish Life
PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Collection for week of December 3, 2017
Mail in
5pm Vigil
8:30am
10:30am
Electronic
Total

$ 2,605.00
$ 1,846.00
$ 1,846.00
$ 2,907.00
$ 6,547.32
$ 16,761.32

Total Budget for 2017 – 2018 Sacrificial Giving is
$741,020. Divided by 52 weeks = $13,696.04 needs
to be collected each week.
(This does NOT include restricted donations such as
Holy Day Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and
donations made to our ministries or coffee & donuts.)
FYI—We are unable to process mutilated or foreign currency and it will not be counted towards
our deposit.

Where does the expression “rise and shine” come from? Perhaps
from this Advent reading from Isaiah, 60:1-3.
“Arise! Shine, for your light has come,
the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.
Though darkness covers the earth,
and thick clouds, the peoples,
Upon you the Lord will dawn,
and over you his glory will be seen.
Nations shall walk by your light,
kings by the radiance of your dawning.”
In Seattle, it’s easy to see that darkness covers the earth, and
thick clouds, the peoples :-) But the dawn is coming, and that’s
an occasion for joy.
If you have prayer or Bible nuggets you’d like to share with the
parish, email Bill Marty, bill@takenroad.com. Thank you!

Catholic Cemeteries

We remember and give thanks at our regular
Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have died.
All are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are
on Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org
Mass in English

Misa en Espanol

Holyrood Cemetery:
January 6
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Holyrood Cemetery:
January 20
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA. 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
January 13
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Gethsemane Cemetery:
January 6
37600 Pacific Highway S.
Federal Way, WA 98003

ADVENT GIVING TREE!
The Advent Giving Tree is up and decorated! Please take
an ornament from the Giving Tree and return that
item unwrapped and place it under the tree by Sunday,
December 17th. Thank you so much for your generosity
in making this a wonderful Christmas for the homeless in
our community. This year’s tree will benefit three organizations: Noel House, the University District Youth Center,
and St. Martin de Porres Shelter.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter

December 10, 2017
“Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God.”
Let us learn to comfort each other better by attending a
Worldwide Marriage Encounter (WWME) weekend
with our spouse. The next weekend at the Sheraton
Bellevue Hotel is on February 16-18, 2018.
Apply at www.wwme.org.
More information at 206-772-2344

SACRED HEART RADIO 1050 KBLE ~ Seattle
Sunday Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am
Daily Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am Monday - Saturday
Rosary - 1:00 pm, ever y after noon
8:30 pm every night
Chaplet of Divine Mercy:
1:30pm Sunday & Saturday

Rachel’s Corner
Hope and Healing After Abortion
The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for
behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people . . . in the city of
David a Savior has been born for you, who is
Messiah and Lord.”
- Luke 2:10-11
May the unending love of Our Savior fill your
heart with hope, grace and peace this Christmas.
Do not be afraid.
We can help you on a Rachel’s Vineyard™ retreat.
March 9-11, 2018 Seabeck WA
Call Valerie: 1-800-822-HOPE (4673)
You are loved with an everlasting Love!
Project Rachel is a program of Catholic Community Services.

St. John School alum (2014) and current senior at
Bishop Blanchet High School, Beau Branley is a student board member with Washington Cease Fire. The
nonprofit organization is focused on reducing gun violence. On Thursday, December 14, Washington Cease
Fire will host a peaceful, candlelight walk around a
portion of Greenlake to commemorate the fifth anniversary of the Sandy Hook tragedy. The St. John
School and Parish community is encouraged to take
part in this powerful statement. Many community
leaders will be in attendance, including the Mayor of
Seattle (TBD). Meet at Greenlake Park, near the
swimming pool west of Starbucks. Walk from 56:30pm

N Seattle Catholic Youth is living out our call to be Saints this Advent season by giving back to our parishes
and communities. We need your help! These are the events N Seattle Catholic Youth are officially partnering
with to serve our community.
Christmas Meals for the Homeless
Saturday, December 23, 10:00 am
Christ the King Parish
We need donations for our gifts for our homeless brothers in Christ.
You can find the specific list on our website.
Decorate the Church for Christmas
Sunday, December 24, 11:00 am
St. Benedict Parish
Sign-ups and more can be found at our website: www.nseattlecatholicyouth.org/advent-of-giving
Sunday Gatherings will not be meeting during the season Advent so we can better engage in Advent at our
Parishes. Please consider getting involved with a Ministry at your Parish during this Advent of Giving!

