Liturgy
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
We speak God’s wisdom . . . for our glory.
(1 Corinthians 2:7)
St. Paul had a special talent for packing a lot of information
into a few sentences, and today’s second reading is no exception. So let’s try to unpack these verses.
First, Paul uses the word “mystery” to explain God’s plan. We
usually use the word “mystery” to describe something beyond
our comprehension, something we can’t explain. But that’s not
what Paul means. He is speaking about something concealed,
not confounding. And that mystery is God’s plan to save us
through his Son, Jesus.
Paul goes on to say that what was once concealed has now been
made known, but many failed to accept it. For them, the gospel
has become either a “stumbling block” or “foolishness” (1 Corinthians 1:23).
But that’s not us! The mystery of God’s plan has been revealed
to us—through the Scriptures, through the Church, and, most
powerfully, through Jesus himself.
Paul goes on to say that this mystery, this plan of God, is so
grand that it includes God’s desire to glorify us.
Think of the kind of transformation that lies behind these
words. Whether Paul is speaking about our being glorified once
we reach heaven or our being changed into God’s image while
on earth, the key words are “for our glory” (1 Corinthians 2:7).
What an amazing promise!
Only one response can match such a wonderful plan: to offer
the Lord our hearts in worship and praise every day. So don’t
let these words slip by too quickly when you hear them proclaimed at Mass today. Take them into your heart, and treasure
them all day long. Fix this truth in your heart today, and let it
fill you with wonder. You are destined to be—and you are becoming—glorious and magnificent. You are becoming holy.
Not only that, but you are going to be great and awesome in
heaven—no matter how small and insignificant you may feel
here on earth.
“Jesus, I rejoice in the mystery of your plan. Thank you, Lord,
for offering me a share in your glory!”
Sirach 15:15-20
Psalm 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34
Matthew 5:17-37
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Weather Alert!! It’s that time again!

If there is
snow, ice or school has been cancelled or delayed,
due to bad weather, please stay home.

Next Week’s Readings
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 19, 2017- year—Readings A
1st Reading
Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18
Love your neighbor as yourself.
Psalm 103 “The Lord is kind and merciful.”

2nd Reading:

1 Corinthians 3:16-23

“God catches the wise in their own ruses.”

Gospel:

Matthew 5:38-48

Love your enemies.
Notice in today’s readings that even though Jesus quotes
common sayings about revenge and hatred for one’s enemies, inviting his disciples to live contrary to those aphorisms that the first readings says exactly the same as Jesus. “You shall not bear hatred for your brother or sister
in your heart.” What a joy to know that our God of love
has always invited us to show love for one another, and to
overcome our fear and hatred!
Have you heard the terms “First Friday” and “First
Saturday” mentioned in Catholic circles, without knowing

why there was something special about these particular days at
the start of each month did you know at one time what it
meant and have forgotten ?
The First Friday devotion and the First Saturday devotion are
both reparatory devotions in the Catholic Church that arose
from separate private revelations. The First Friday devotion is
associated with the Sacred Heart of Jesus, while the First Saturday devotion is associated with the Immaculate Heart of
Mary. Incidentally, these are two of the most widely popular
devotions to Jesus and Mary.
Both devotions involve receiving Holy Communion on a certain number of consecutive first Fridays or first Saturdays of
the month. You can think of it almost like a novena which is
prayed on consecutive days for a particular intention, but instead, these devotions are performed on consecutive months

for the particular intention of reparation to the Sacred Heart
of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary, respectively.
The devotions are similar in that they call on the faithful to
“stand in the gap” by doing penance for sinners, and both
give a special promise of Divine assistance at the hour of
death, that is, the promise of dying in a state of grace and
therefore obtaining heaven. To find out more, please key in
this
https://www.catholiccompany.com/getfed/what-is-the-firstfriday-and-first-saturday-devotion/

Due to concerns about bad weather
and Holy Days of Obligation
We have had several people ask about snow and ice
and Holy Days of Obligation. Father Crispin says “I
will be there for whoever can make it. People need not
risk anything to attend mass when it snows though.”

Parish Life

(All volunteers in ministries at St John Parish/School require Safe Environment Training.)

PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Collection for week of February 5, 2017
Mail in
$ 5,075.00
Vigil Mass
$ 3,051.27
8:30am Mass
$ 4,189.00
10:30am Mass
$ 2,514.00
Electronic giving
$ 5,545.87
$20,375.14
Total Budget for 2015 –2016 Sacrificial Giving is
$712,194. Divided by 52 weeks = $13,696.04 needs
to be collected each week.

(This does NOT include restricted donations such as Holy
Day Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and donations
made to our ministries or coffee & donuts.)

Stewardship 2017!
Thank you to all who have made gifts and pledges to our
annual stewardship appeal. To date, we have received 468
pledges totaling $677,904 toward our goal of
$802,000. We are endlessly grateful for your commitment
to St John Parish! If you haven't yet affirmed your active
membership in our parish, please do so, and prayerfully
consider what gift you are able to give to support our
work.

Book Club News
Our next book will be a little lighter fare. Martin Marten
by Brian Doyle. We will be meeting on Thursday, February 16 at 7pm in Quigley 13.

Widowed, Divorced, or Separated?

If you are ready to deal with the grief of being widowed, divorced, or separated, there is help.
As a faith-based organization, Beginning Experience offers
men and women the opportunity and skills to build deeper
self-respect, to cope with the pain of loss, and to move into
the future with renewed hope.
Join us for a weekend away for a lifetime of change— available twice a year, in April / October.
This Spring’s Puget Sound area weekend is Friday-Sunday,
March 31st to April 2nd at historic Carnation Farms.
Please call Chris, Beginning Experience Registrar, for more
information and a brochure: 253-2645.
New website:

marinamartin963.wixsite.com/beginngexp-tacoma
tinyurl.com/beginningexperiencetacoma

"When you come to the end of all the light you know, and it’s
time to step into the darkness of the unknown, faith is knowing
that one of two things shall happen: Either you will be given
something solid to stand on or you will be taught to fly.”
— theoretical physicist Edward Teller, via Jody Desclos.
(Thank you, Jody)
How to Recognize Grace
It takes you by surprise
It comes in odd packages
It sometimes looks like loss
Or mistakes
It acts like rain
Or like a seed
It’s both reliable and unpredictable
It’s not what you were aiming at
Or what you thought you deserved
It supplies what you need
Not necessarily what you want
It grows you up
And lets you be a child
It reminds you you’re not in control
And that not being in control
Is a form of freedom
—Marilyn Chandler McEntyre, via Michel Thornquist
(Thanks, Michele)
If you have prayer nuggets you’d like to share with the parish,
email Bill Marty, bill@takenroad.com. Thanks!

Prayer and Meditation!

Mary Ellen Weber from Seattle University will be presenting
a meditation based around Lectio Devina and the Gospel of
John for our next meditation evening on February 15. All are
welcome to join us in the Church at 7pm.
Wednesday, March 15th; Monday, April 3rd; and
Tuesday, May 9th.

Sports

St. John/Al's CYO Registration for:
 Baseball (boys in grades 5-8)
Baseball questions? Contact coordinator Mike Spear
at mikespear21@outlook.com or 206-571-3300.

Login to your SportsPilot account - or create an account
- to register. www.st-johnschool.org
CYO Volleyball Registration is Open
4th-8th Grade TeamsPractices start after basketball ends- first matches start in Mid
-February. Focus is always on fun, learning, and teamwork.
Parents: We need volleyball coaches/volunteers for all grades
-please contact John Fletcher (below) to help out. Coach
Training provided-spend quality time with your child! Bump
it Up! players especially encouraged.
Questions? Contact John Fletcher at fletchjp@aol.com

Etc.
Girl Scouts from St. John’s Welcome Refugees

St. John 3rd grade girls recently helped welcome 127
newly arrived refugee families to our community at the
International Rescue Committee (IRC) Winter Welcome
Festival. In addition, they personally sponsored a refugee family from Ukraine who arrived at the end of October with their three young children.

CCD Classes Offered
St. John’s parish is starting catechism classes for students in
grades 6-12 on Sundays from 9:30-10:30. It will consist of
readings for the day and a short section of the Apostles Creed.
This will enable students to become more familiar with the
Mass.
The Sundays of February: 12th and 26th, students can come to
room 32 and have a lesson. March, April and May, we are
hoping for some short term volunteers to fill in Sundays until
our confirmation program and other activities.
Please contact me at 206 -782-2810 if you have any questions
or would like to sign up your child, or volunteer. Please have
your child come to class even if they have not signed up! All
high school students are welcome.
Sheila Connolly

Catholic Cemeteries

We remember and give thanks at our regular
Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have died.
All are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all Masses
are on Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call Faye
McClain, 253-838-2240 or
fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org
Holyrood Cemetery:
March 4
10:30 am
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Misa en Espanol:
Holyrood
Febrero 18
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
March 11
10:30 am
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Misa en Espanol:
Gethsemane,
Marzo 4
Gethsemane Cemetery
37600 Pacific Highway S.
Federal Way, WA 98003

Rachel’s Corner

Hope and Healing After Abortion
“Cast all your worries upon him because He cares for you. …The
God of all grace who called you to his eternal glory through Christ
[Jesus] will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you
…” -1 Peter 5:7, 10
Come on a Rachel’s Vineyard™ Retreat and allow God to free you
from your worries, restoring life and hope within you once again.

Two prayer events brought to you by the
Ignatian Spirituality Center.
Nine Days of Grace: Novena 2017- “Building
bridges, building hope” March 8-16.
The First Spiritual Exercises
5 Tuesdays, March 28-April 25
7pm to 8:30pm
Seattle Prep
Flyers are available in the vestibule of the church
for both events.
St John Knights of Columbus and
St. John’s Boy Scout Troop
want to thank St John Parish for the great support of the Parish Italian Dinner for St John Boy
Scouts. Ann and Tony Amort were there with
their two sons, both Eagle Scouts and now members of St John Knights of Columbus. St John
Knights of Columbus and our Boy Scouts are
leaders in youth activities. Pictures can be seen
courtesy of Bennet Jones on St John’s Facebook
page.
The Annual Youth Group
Pizza-Making Party is on!

6:30-8 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 15 in Egan.
Parents, do not feed your child dinner as they'll be eating
their own creation.
All 4th through 8th graders are invited.
The top three creative pizza makers win prizes.
All you need is a pie tin and any interesting ingredient
you want. Abbondanza!!
YG will have dough, cheese, sauce and pepperoni available. The rest is up to you!
See you there!
Myke Folger - Youth Group Leader
206-612-0036 (text OK)
mykeblaise@gmail.com

High School Service Opportunities:
Come with your friends!!
All events at the Ballard Community Center
Sheila Connolly, Faith Formation director, is happy to take
groups of students to the following activities. Students will
earn 4 hours of direct service for each time. Call 206-7822810 to reserve space and communicate with Sheila Connolly.
Parents' Night Out: 2/10, 3/10, 4/14, 5/12
Meet on Church Steps 5:15 and return to Church Steps at
9:30 PM
Daddy Daughter Dinner: 3/11
Set up-5 students
4 pm-11pm (7 hours of direct service) 10 students.
You need to provide your own transportation but Sheila
Connolly will be the evening chaperone.
Spring Easter Egg Hunt: 4/15
9 am to 12pm. 3 hours of direct service
10 students needed.
For all events, call Sheila Connolly, 206-782-2810

