Liturgy
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time July 16, year a
My word shall not return to me void. (Isaiah 55:11)
In today’s Gospel, Jesus uses the image of seed sown on
different kinds of soil to teach his listeners about the fruitfulness of God’s word (Matthew 13:1-23). Every seed has
the same potential for growth; it is the type of soil that
determines how abundant the yield will be. The prophet
Isaiah seems to say the same thing: God’s word, like the
seed, always remains fruitful—it will not return void. So it
seems that our human response determines the harvest.
Perhaps this explains why some people seem to bear more
spiritual fruit than others. The Old Testament story of
King Saul and King David offers us a dramatic illustration
of this principle (1 Samuel 9–2 Samuel 12).
Saul was chosen by God to rule over Israel, but because of
his fear and selfishness, he disobeyed the Lord. He didn’t
make a good return to God or bear lasting fruit. As a result, God chose someone else—a man after his own
heart—to replace Saul: the shepherd David.
Now, David did what God asked him to do. He fought
Israel’s enemies, he rescued the ark of the covenant from
the Philistines, and he even danced joyfully before the
Lord for all to see.
Of course, we all know that David was far from perfect.
He committed adultery and let himself get caught up in a
web of deception and murder. But he also repented (Psalm
51). Despite his serious failings, David’s humility allowed
God to continue to use him. It wasn’t because he was perfect that David could bear fruit for the Lord; it was because he loved God and tried to follow him with his whole
heart.
David and Saul’s story shows that God can work with
flawed people who are humble, dedicated, and willing to
turn back to him. Through repentant sinners like David—
through repentant sinners like us—the seed of God’s word
doesn’t return empty; it can bear much fruit.
“Have mercy on me, God, in your goodness. Help your
word to bear fruit in my life today.
Psalm 65:10-14
Romans 8:18-23
Matthew 13:1-23

Next Week’s Readings
16th Sunday, July 23, 2017
1st Reading
Wisdom 12:13, 16-19
God gives repentance for our sins.
Psalm 86 “Lord, you are good and forgiving.”
2nd Reading:
Romans 8:26-27
The Spirit intercedes for us.
Gospel:
Matthew 13:24-43
Let the seeds grow together until harvest.
Today’s first reading sets the context for the Gospel
reading by announcing that God judges with mercy and
permits repentance for our sins. Using this lens to look
at the Gospel, we can see that our merciful God allows
plenty of time for the weeds and wheat to grow together, so that the wheat is not pulled up accidentally. Let us
listen today for God’s mercy.

Registration for First Reconciliation &
First Communion classes are now available on our website! Please fill out the form, and return to us in the parish
office, attention Julia. We look forward to celebrating
these sacraments with your family! Note—families with
children entering 2nd grade will receive a registration form
in the mail, but please feel free to download and fill out
the forms from our website—your early registration helps
us plan our program!

(View NAB Reading at USCCB.org)

Stations of the Cross

Wednesday, August 9 at 7pm in the church.

Catholic Cemeteries
We remember and give thanks at our regular
Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have died. All
are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are on
Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org
Mass in English

SACRED HEART RADIO 1050 KBLE ~ Seattle
Sunday Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am
Daily Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am Monday - Saturday
Rosary - 1:00 pm, every afternoon
8:30 pm every night
Chaplet of Divine Mercy:
1:30pm Sunday & Saturday

Holyrood Cemetery:
August 5
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Misa en Espanol:
Holyrood Cemetery
Julio 22
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA. 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
August 12
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Gethsemane Cemetery
Agosto 5
37600 Pacific Highway S.
Federal Way, WA 98003

PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Collection for week of July 9, 2017
Mail in
$ 2,065.00
Vigil Mass
$ 736.00
8:30am Mass
$ 1,770.00
10:30am Mass
$ 1,203.00
Electronic giving
$ 4,827.75
$ 10,601.75
Total Budget for 2017 –2018 Sacrificial Giving is
$741,020. Divided by 52 weeks = $13,696.04 needs to
be collected each week.
(This does NOT include restricted donations such as
Holy Day Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and donations made to our ministries or coffee & donuts.)

Hey y’all (I’m feeling my southern roots…),
Our last Pivotal Players event is on Thursday, July 20th, at
7pm in Egan Hall. The video is about St. Catherine of Siena, and Kristin Kent will lead the discussion afterwards. You know it’s going to be good :-)
Coincidentally, and you know what they say about God and
coincidences, I got an emailed prayer nugget from Mike
Alvine, by Catherine of Siena.
Precious Blood,
Ocean of Divine Mercy:
Flow upon us.

FYI—We are unable to process mutilated or foreign
currency and it will not be counted toward our deposit.

Thank you to the Saint John
Cathedral Builders for bringing
Bishop Barron’s Pivotal Players
to our parish. We are looking
forward to see what they have
planned for us next!
Save the Date - Parish Picnic
Sunday, August 20th
We will begin with an African themed Mass at 10:30am in
the Church followed by an African themed picnic on the
parking lot! We will have bouncy toys, miniature golf, face
painting, balloon artists, soft serve ice cream, hot dogs and
hamburgers with all the fixin's, as well as traditional African
fare including roasted goat and other specialties!
Especially for the adults - St. John Beer Garden! Bring a side
dish or dessert to share - we will take care of the rest! We
will need lots of help to make this event a success. Contact
Mary Wiseman in the Parish office to volunteer.
Your gift to the Annual Catholic Appeal is still needed!
Asante Sana! to all who have responded to the needs of our
Church in Western Washington through the 2017 Annual
Catholic Appeal. One person or parish could not possibly
accomplish all that needs to be done for over 60 ministries
and services of the Annual Catholic Appeal.
We have raised $62,783 toward our goal. That leaves
$32,561 to go.. We need your help to reach our goal of
$95,344! Anything over that goal comes back to our parish
as a rebate to use as needed. If we are not able to reach this
goal, the parish will still be responsible for making up the
difference.
We cannot do this without you! Thank you to all who have
already helped. Please keep the parish in your prayers.
www.seattlearchdiocese.org/donate

Precious Blood,
Most pure Offering:
Procure us every Grace!
Precious Blood,
Hope and Refuge of sinners:
Atone for us!
Precious Blood,
Delight of holy souls:
Draw us! Amen.
{Thanks, Mike.}
If you have a prayer nugget you’d like to share with the
parish, email Bill Marty, bill@takenroad.com. Thanks!

Save the Date! October 14th St. John Parish will

celebrate it's 100th Anniversary this fall! Save the
date for a special celebration on Saturday, October 14,
2017. We are bringing back the Oktoberfest theme and
serving bratwurst, pretzels, beer, cider, & more. Tickets
will be $25 person-we want you there! A brief ask to
support the school endowment will be part of the evening, but plan to spend most of your time visiting with
friends, sampling beers, dancing, and celebrating 100
years of St. John Parish. Online reservations will open in
August. This is a 21 and over event. Join us for mass at
5pm; the party begins at 6pm in Egan Hall.
Want to get involved? Contact Julie Lee at:
juliemlee@outlook.com
Send your memories & photos to
parishoffice@stjohnsea.org

Rachel’s Corner

Hope and Healing After Abortion
“In the Cross we see...the immensity of the mercy of God,
who does not treat us according to our sins but according to
his mercy.” - Pope Francis
Do you yearn to be treated by Him according to His merciful heart? Come on a Rachel’s Vineyard™ Retreat and encounter the immensity of the mercy of God.
August 4-6
Call Valerie: 1-800-822-4673 (HOPE)
Project Rachel is a program of Catholic Community Services.

