Liturgy
3rd Sunday of Advent
Pray without ceasing. (1 Thessalonians 5:17)
Without ceasing? That sounds impossible, doesn’t it?
Take heart! Paul doesn’t really mean we should literally
pray all day long. He is talking about an attitude. He is
asking us to try to be aware of God throughout our
days, no matter what we are doing.
That still might seem a bit drastic, but think about the
Virgin Mary. Try to picture her and what she must have
been thinking a few days before Jesus was born. Like
every expectant mother, she was probably alert to every
movement of the child inside of her. Imagine her putting her hands on her stomach and smiling every time
the baby moved—even when he kicked hard! Picture
her constantly having to adjust her position when she
sat, taking care when she walked, getting enough sleep,
and getting her home ready to welcome her baby. Everything was focused on caring for the life growing within her.
Just as Mary was alert to the movements of the baby
inside her, we can be alert to the movements of the Holy Spirit inside us. Of course, this was easier for Mary.
Her entire body had changed during her pregnancy.
There was no way not to be alert to Jesus! So don’t feel
too bad for yourself.
Here is one way that you can get better at sensing
God’s presence throughout your day. Try to set aside a
few times each day when you will stop for a moment
and turn to the Lord. Perhaps you can begin your day
with a moment of prayer and then try to stop every
three hours and pray and then commend yourself to
the Lord just before bed.
Your prayer doesn’t have to be difficult either. Just say
the Lord’s Prayer, thank him for one blessing, and ask
his forgiveness if you have any sin on your mind. Over
time, you’ll feel closer to the Lord. Who knows? You
may even feel him moving in your heart, just as Mary
felt him in her womb!
“Lord, help me to stay close to you.”
Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11
(Psalm) Luke 1:46-50, 53-54
John 1:6-8, 19-28

Catholic Cemeteries
We remember and give thanks at our regular
Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have died.
All are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are
on Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org
Mass in English

Misa en Espanol

Holyrood Cemetery:
January 6
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Holyrood Cemetery:
January 20
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA. 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
January 13
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Gethsemane Cemetery:
January 6
37600 Pacific Highway S.
Federal Way, WA 98003

Next Week’s Readings
Year B
4th Sunday of Advent
December 24, 2017
1st Reading
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16
“The kingdom of David shall endure for ever before
the Lord.”
Psalm 89 “For ever I will sing the goodness of the
Lord.”
2nd Reading
Romans 16:25-27
The mystery kept for long ages has now been manifested.
Gospel
Luke 1:26-38
Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a
son.
Today we hear the familiar story of the angel Gabriel announcing to Mary that she will conceive and bear the Son of
God. What an unbelievable message this must have been!
She was seemingly just an ordinary young woman, not even
married, not even having relations with a man. As a Jew, she
would have been praying for the coming of the Messiah;
now she is told she would be giving birth to him. But like
David in the Old Testament, she accepts the role God has for
her. “May it be done to me according to your word.” (Luke
1:38)

Advent Schedule
4th Sunday of Advent
December 23, 5pm Vigil Mass
December 24,
Sunday, 9am Mass
Christmas Mass Schedule
December 24,
Christmas Eve
5pm Children’s Mass
9pm Christmas Eve Mass
Christmas Day
9am Christmas Mass
January 1, Monday
9am Mass
Mary, Mother of God

SACRED HEART RADIO 1050 KBLE ~ Seattle
Sunday Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am
Daily Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am Monday - Saturday
Rosary - 1:00 pm, ever y after noon
8:30 pm every night
Chaplet of Divine Mercy:
1:30pm Sunday & Saturday

Parish Life
PARISH STEWARDSHIP
Collection for week of December 10, 2017
Mail in
5pm Vigil
8:30am
10:30am
Electronic
Total

$ 5,852.50
$ 1,352.00
$ 2,935.00
$ 2,239.00
$ 3,681.01
$ 16,059.51

Total Budget for 2017 – 2018 Sacrificial Giving is
$741,020. Divided by 52 weeks = $13,696.04 needs
to be collected each week.
(This does NOT include restricted donations such as
Holy Day Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and
donations made to our ministries or coffee & donuts.)
FYI—We are unable to process mutilated or foreign currency and it will not be counted towards
our deposit.
Please Remember Our Parish Family
When Considering a Year-end Gift
As you begin year-end tax planning, take advantage of the
charitable tax deduction for gifts made before December
31 and consider the variety of gift options available to you.
As you heard at the State of the Parish, for the first time in
over 7 years - St John's collections fell short of our budget. Your gift to our parish can make a great difference to
us and help you as well. bit.ly/DonateStJohn is a convenient way to make your gift to St John parish.
Thank you! Your generosity has been a blessing to St
John Parish throughout this past year.

Giving Tree
If you missed out on getting an ornament off the Giving
Tree, it's not too late. You can donate items without an
ornament. We are in need of socks and underwear for
men, women and teens as well as drawing supplies for
teens such as sketch books, sharpies and pencils. Just
bring your unwrapped item to the Parish office or place
it under the tree by Wednesday, December
20th. Thank you so much for your generosity in making this a wonderful Christmas for the homeless in our
community.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
December 10, 2017
“Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God.”
Let us learn to comfort each other better by attending a
Worldwide Marriage Encounter (WWME) weekend
with our spouse. The next weekend at the Sheraton
Bellevue Hotel is on February 16-18, 2018.
Apply at www.wwme.org.
More information at 206-772-2344

Don't you just love the Christmas music season? Gather any 20
random people off the street, and we can all sing the first verses
of half a dozen Christmas songs. It's great that we have these
bits of shared culture helping to hold us together. Our popular
music industry perennially tries to add new songs to the canon. Very few make it. In my life, the most successful has been
"Mary, Did You Know?" For your enjoyment this week, here
are a couple of my current favorites.
Born in Bethlehem
Baby Jesus, born in a stable
A humble Savior's birth
You left Your throne in Heaven above
To live here on the earth
Baby Jesus lying in a manger
Crying for the world
The angels told the shepherds of
The good news for us all
Hallelujah, the King is here
Given for all men
For today, the holy Son of God
Is born in Bethlehem
Come now sinners and you saints
All peasants and all kings
And bow before the earth's Redeemer
Let all voices sing
Hallelujah, the King is here
Given for all men
For today, the holy Son of God
Is born in Bethlehem
Baby Jesus, do You know
You'll die for all our sins
Don't be afraid, for in three days
You will rise again, You will rise again
Hallelujah, the King is here
Given for all men
For today, the holy Son of God
Is born in Bethlehem
For today, the holy Son of God
Is born in Bethlehem, born in Bethlehem
Search YouTube for "Born In Bethlehem" by a group called
Third Day. If you enjoy it, you might also try "Let It Be Christmas" by Alan Jackson. We have another week before Christmas. If you have favorite new Christmas music you'd like to
share, email Bill Marty, bill@takenroad.com. Thanks!

N Seattle Catholic Youth is living out our call to be Saints this Advent season by giving back to our parishes and communities.
Thanks to everyone who came to OLL last weekend to help sort the Giving Tree Gifts and make Christmas cards!
Our next events are:
Christmas Meals for the Homeless
Saturday, December 23, 10:00 am
Christ the King Parish
Christ the King hosts 7 homeless men each Sunday. This year, Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday. N Seattle Catholic Youth wants
to make it extra special!
We are looking for donations for our brothers in Christ meals and Christmas Stockings. We are collecting items such as fruit,
snacks, candy canes, travel mugs, and more. You can sign up to help put together the meals at https://nseattlecatholicyouth.org/
advent-of-giving-sign-ups. At the bottom of this sign-up page, there is a link to the Sign-Up Genius for donating items.
In addition to preparing meals for the homeless, Christ the King will also be decorating for Christmas. The whole family is invited
to this day of service!
Decorate the Church for Christmas
Sunday, December 24, 11:00 am
St. Benedict Parish
We are going to be at St. Benedict’s on Christmas Eve to decorate the Church for Christmas Mass. While it may seem like a little
thing, this gift of your time will allow our staff and volunteers more time to spend with their families on Christmas Eve. If you are
interested in joining us, you can sign up at: www.nseattlecatholicyouth.org/advent-of-giving
REMINDER: Sunday Gather ings will not be meeting dur ing the season Advent so we can better engage in Advent at our
Parishes. Please consider getting involved with a Ministry at your Parish during this Advent of Giving! We will start up again on
January 21st.
REGISTRATION FOR CONFIRMATION IS HAPPENING NOW! Don’t forget to sign up by going to https://
nseattlecatholicyouth.org/register-for-confirmation-prep
If you have any questions, please contact Kate Brown at kate@nseattlecatholicyouth.org or 206-488-5970.
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