Liturgy
September 17, 2017
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
How often must I forgive? (Matthew 18:21)
In his very first Sunday homily as the Holy Father,
Pope Francis proclaimed, “This is the Lord’s most powerful message: mercy” (March 17, 2013). Since that day,
he has repeated over and over the marvelous truth that
God’s mercy has no bounds. That’s precisely the problem with the heartless servant in today’s Gospel: his
mercy had limited, clearly defined boundaries.
How boundless is God’s mercy? The best way to answer
that is to consider what our lives would be like without
it. Imagine a world with no tenderness, no forgiveness,
no compassion. Imagine being bound in your sin and
selfishness, your guilt and shame, with no way out.
Now imagine God sacrificing himself not only to rescue
you, but to offer you the promise of eternal life with
him in heaven. That’s how boundless his mercy is.
That’s how deeply he loves you.
Struck by the depth of God’s love, how can we do anything but bow down to him in worship and show that
same mercy to the people around us?
Mercy is not just an abstract idea or a nice theory. It’s a
concrete reality. It’s not just a message that we can
choose to live out when it’s convenient for us. God’s
mercy for us is meant to be at the heart of how we think
and act toward each other. It’s meant to be the characteristic that sets us apart in a world caught up in selfrighteousness, division, and un-forgiveness. It’s the
best way we can reveal God’s love and invite people to
taste it themselves.
Peter asked Jesus, “How often must I forgive?” (Matthew 18:21). He was looking for a solid
number of times, after which he was off the hook. He
was asking about the rules. But for the one who has
grasped the depths of God’s mercy, rules and limits no
longer matter.
May we all taste this mercy more deeply today so that
we can become more merciful as well.
“Thank you, Jesus, for showering me with your love.
Lord, help me to be more merciful.”
Sirach 27:30–28:7
Psalm 103:1-4, 9-12
Romans 14:7-9

Next Week’s Readings
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 24, 2017
1st Reading
Isaiah 55:6-9
The ways and thoughts of God are above our own.
Psalm 145 “The Lord is near to all who call upon him.”
2nd Reading:
Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a
Saint Paul rejoices that to live is Christ and to die again
is to gain.
Gospel:
Matthew 20:1-16a
“The last will be first, and the first will be last.”
While the first reading and Gospel focus on God’s great
generosity and mercy towards us sinners, Saint Paul urges us to conduct ourselves “in a way worthy of the gospel
of Christ.” As we listen to these sacred scriptures proclaimed today, let us ponder how we may reflect God’s
lavish love in our own lives.
Registration for First Reconciliation & First Communion classes are now available on our website! Please
fill out the form, and return to us in the parish office, Attention Julia. We look forward to celebrating these sacraments
with your family! Note—families with children entering 2nd
grade will receive a registration form in the mail, but please
feel free to download and fill out the forms from our website—your early registration helps us plan our program!
Catholic Cemeteries

We remember and give thanks at our regular
Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have died.
All are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are
on Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org
Mass in English

Misa en Espanol

Holyrood Cemetery:
October 7
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Holyrood Cemetery:
Septiembre 23
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA. 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
October 14
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Gethsemane Cemetery:
Octubre 7
37600 Pacific Highway S.
Federal Way, WA 98003

SACRED HEART RADIO 1050 KBLE ~ Seattle
Sunday Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am
Daily Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am Monday - Saturday
Rosary - 1:00 pm, ever y after noon
8:30 pm every night
Chaplet of Divine Mercy:
1:30pm Sunday & Saturday

Parish
PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Collection for week of September 10, 2017
Mail in
$ 5,145.00
Vigil Mass
$ 2,099.00
8:30am Mass
$ 2,170.00
10:30am Mass
$ 1,620.00
Electronic giving
$ 3,338.94
$ 14,372.94
Total Budget for 2017 –2018 Sacrificial Giving is
$741,020. Divided by 52 weeks = $13,696.04 needs
to be collected each week.
(This does NOT include restricted donations such as
Holy Day Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and
donations made to our ministries or coffee & donuts.)
FYI—We are unable to process mutilated or foreign currency and it will not be counted towards
our deposit.

HURRICANE HARVEY RELIEF EFFORTS
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has
asked that we take up a collection last week to assist the
victims of Hurricane Harvey. Your gift will support the
humanitarian and recovery efforts of Catholic Charities
USA and to provide pastoral and rebuilding support to
impacted dioceses. Gifts of any amount are greatly
needed and appreciated! You can donate online now
at www.seattlearchdiocese.org/harvey .
(If using a check, please make it payable to the parish)
Thank you for your generosity and prayerful solidarity!
PS. Thank you to all who gave to the
Bishops collection and to those who gave to CRS. The
total we gathered this past weekend totaled $4,382.94.
There will be envelopes in the pews for those of you
that weren’t able to give this past week.

World Wide Marriage Encounter

A month ago, at the evening mass for the Feast of the
Assumption of Mary, Fr. Crispin asked who knew the
Memorare. Do you know it?
Remember O Most gracious Virgin Mary,
that never was it known that anyone who fled to your
protection,
implored your help,
or sought your intercession
was left unaided.
Inspired by this confidence,
I fly to you, O Virgin of virgins, my mother.
To you I come;
before you I stand, sinful and sorrowful.
O Mother of the Word Incarnate,
despise not my petitions,
but in your mercy, hear and answer me. Amen.
Reading the Memorare reminds me of the joke that Fr. Gordon Douglas told us during mass a few years ago. Jesus is
walking around heaven one day, and notices that the place
is filling up with sinners. He goes to St. Peter at the Pearly
Gates, and asks him what’s up. Peter says, “I keep turning
them away, but they go around to the back door, and your
mother lets them in.” Pray to your Mother.
If you have a prayer nugget you’d like to share with the parish, email Bill Marty, bill@takenroad.com. Thanks!

Rachel’s Corner
Hope and Healing After Abortion

“The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger, and
rich in compassion.” Help to encourage our compassion and forgiveness by working through a Worldwide Marriage Encounter (WWME) weekend. The
next weekend at the Sheraton Bellevue Hotel is on
November 17-19, 2017. Apply at www.wwme.org.
More information at 206-772-2344

“I discovered the “root” of my anger and inability to forgive.
And because of that, I was able to reconcile with myself and
those that have hurt me.” -Testimonial
Come on a Rachel’s Vineyard™ Retreat. Allow God to fill you
with His merciful peace.
November 10-12, 2017
Call Valerie: 1-800-822-HOPE (4673) You are loved with an
everlasting Love!
Project Rachel is a program of Catholic Community Services.

Knights of Columbus and Pancakes!

A New Beginning for Your Marriage Are you

The Knights of Columbus invite you to join them for a
pancake breakfast September 24 after the 8:30 and
10:30 masses. Proceeds will benefit the Boy Scouts of
Troop 121 and the Cub Scouts of Pack 121, both chartered here at St. John, and both operating for over 75
years. Come learn about Scouting, see what adventures
the boys have been on and get some breakfast.

going through a difficult time in your marriage? Do you
wish you could take back unkind words and actions? It is
possible to move past the hurt. Retrouvaille (pronounced
retro-vī) helps struggling couples rediscover each other and
take positive steps to begin a new life of healing, commitment and love. For confidential information about, or to
register for our upcoming program beginning, Sept 22-24,
2017 call 206-706-2608 or visit our website at
www.HelpOurMarriage.com.

Faith Formation Corner
YOUTH MIGRANT MISSION TRIP

From August 20th when we left the parish picnic, Dela Pelfrey, August Pelfrey, Margarita Grusczynski,
Frances Kent and Lucy Folger, accompanied by their youth group leader Myke Folger and myself, to
August 26th, when we returned to St. John. We had an incredible opportunity to live and work with a
group of people that touched our hearts and souls. Jose Ortiz, leader of the Youth Migrant Program in
Skagit County, led us by his prayerfulness and desire for service. He was an example to us all. We
joined Sacred Heart Parish in Bellevue to make up a full group, and we worked to farm, play with the
migrant children, prepare for the food bank and cook and serve a meal to hungry families. Jose led us
with the Prayer of St. Francis, and at the end of the week, the kids were living this prayer with their actions. We hope to share more about this trip during the next few weeks. Skagit County’s poor needs
workers and outreach through the year, so we hope to help at some of the food bank programs this year.
Please contact me for more information.

AURORA COMMONS

Myke Folger and Brendan Boyle completed a closet for Aurora Commons, a shelter and café open to those in need of a
kitchen and a hot cup of coffee. Along with the kitchen area, the Commons accepts clothing donations. The closet that
Myke and Brendan built is sturdy and will hold donations for a long time to come. A big thank you goes out to them
both for giving of their free time this summer. It was quite a job!

SENIOR RETREAT DAY SEPTEMBER 21 ON BEING A CARETAKER

Loretta Fletcher and Bob George have worked during the faith sharing prayer time for elders to develop a support day
for elderly caretakers. Because most of us will be a caretaker sometime in our life, we need spiritual and emotional support for this job. Fr. David Leigh, SJ, a priest who sometimes says mass at St. John’s, from Seattle University, will be
here to share with interested elder parish members what it means to do this. This mini-retreat time will be held after
mass, adoration of the rosary and community. Please contact me for more information.

GUEST SPEAKER ON THE BOOK A CLEAR AND QUIET CONSCIENCE

John McCoy, a former Seattle archdiocesan spokesperson, will join us at St. John on September 28th from 5:30-9 pm
for dinner and a talk about this book. The St. John book club started reading this book about Archbishop Hunthausen’s
decision to speak out for the value of life through not supporting nuclear weapons. There was so much interest in the
book that members suggested that we invite him here. McCoy will be talking about the book itself and about how Hunthausen’s values are connected to Pope Francis.

N Seattle Catholic Youth Kick-Off Celebration, Sept. 23
Join us at Christ the King's B.O.B Kid Zone on Saturday, Sept. 23 from 8:00 pm to 10:00 pm. Free for students grades
6-12. Play on the fun jumps, munch on some snacks, and meet the new Youth Ministry Director, Kate Brown.
Youth Group Start October 1!
Students in grades 6-12 are invited to the first meeting on Sunday, Oct. 1 at Victoria Hall at St. Catherine Parish, 815
NE 85th St, 98115.
5:00-6:15 -- Middle School (Grades 6-8)
6:15 to 7:00 -- Fellowship Meal (for all grades!)
7:00 to 8:30 -- High School (Grades 9-12)
7:00 to 8:30 -- High School (Grades 9-12)
Download the Registration Form at www.nseattlecatholicyouth.org or contact Kate Brown at kate@nseattlecatholicyouth.org.
Please prayerfully consider volunteering with N Seattle Catholic Youth.

St. John hosts a group of
homeless women in our
mezzanine every Saturday
and Sunday of the school
year. We've been doing
this for 24 years! It's an interesting, easy, rewarding,
ministry, and it takes many
people to keep it running. Would you consider helping
out? There's no minimum commitment. Please come
find out more while drinking a glass of wine with us.
Wine and Cheese party:
Sunday, October 1
5:00 pm, in the mezzanine (Egan Hall, upstairs)
If you can't make it on October 1st, or if you have any
questions, please email Mary Kearney or Kristin Kent
marytkearney@comcast.net
dearkristink@yahoo.com

