Liturgy
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Love your enemies. (Matthew 5:44)
Can you picture getting to heaven, and the first person you
meet is the one you liked least on earth? It’s possible. After
all, God loves that person just as much as he loves you. We
should never presume to know how he judges each person.
No one falls outside the scope of God’s loving intentions,
either. What God wants for you here on earth is what he also
wants for your aggravating neighbor. It’s also what he wants
for history’s worst tyrants—that they “be perfect, just as
your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48).
Here’s another surprise: your enemy can help you move
closer toward that goal of perfection. Notice that Jesus’
command to be perfect appears right after he explains how
to treat the people who hate us: “Love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute you” (Matthew 5:44). So if
you want to be perfect, you begin by loving your enemies.
Are you thinking, “This is too much”? Of course it is! It’s
beyond human powers—or it would be, if Jesus hadn’t suffered and died for us.
Try to cooperate with the Lord today. Think about the people you should be loving more than you do—and not just
your “enemies.” Think too about the people you take for
granted, look down on, or consider undeserving. Instead of
harboring spiteful or judgmental thoughts, say a short prayer
for someone who provokes you.
What if you have stronger emotions? When you find yourself dwelling on people who have hurt you or people you
don’t like or people with whom you have strong disagreements, stop yourself, and start praying for them.
Start with the people you live and work with. Pay attention
to the thoughts that cross your mind, especially angry or
hateful ones. Don’t harbor them! Instead, take advantage of
every invitation to love. Then the perfection of God will
begin to shine out from you.
“Father, help me to love, not hate. Help me to take another
step toward the perfection you want for me.”
Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18
Psalm 103:1-4, 8, 10, 12-13
1 Corinthians 3:16-23

SACRED HEART RADIO 1050 KBLE ~ Seattle
Sunday Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am
Daily Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am Monday - Saturday
Rosary - 1:00 pm, every afternoon
8:30 pm every night
Chaplet of Divine Mercy:
1:30pm Sunday & Saturday

Next Week’s Readings
8th Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 26, 2017- year—Readings A
1st Reading
Isaiah 49:14-15
“I will never forget you.”
Psalm 62 “Rest in God alone, my soul.”.

2nd Reading:

1 Corinthians 4:1-5

The Lord manifest the motives of our hearts. hearts.

Gospel:

Matthew 6:24-34

Do not worry about tomorrow.
The reassuring message of our sacred scriptures today is
that God will not forget us. We can trust in our loving
God who cares for us more than any other creature. We
can rest in God alone and set aside our concerns about the
future. As we take in this message today, let us look for
places in our own lives where we can learn to trust God
more.

Catholic Cemeteries

We remember and give thanks at our regular
Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have died. All
are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are on Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.

For additional information please call Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org
Holyrood Cemetery:
March 4
10:30 am
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
February 11
10:30 am
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Misa en Espanol:
Holyrood

Febrero 18
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA 98155
Misa en Espanol:
Gethsemane,
Marzo 4
Gethsemane Cemetery
37600 Pacific Highway S.
Federal Way, WA 98003

Weather Alert!! It’s that time again!

If there is
snow, ice or school has been cancelled or delayed,
due to bad weather, please stay home.
There will be no weekday 8:30am service.

Parish Life

(All volunteers in ministries at St John Parish/School require Safe Environment Training.)

PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Collection for week of February 12, 2017
Mail in
$ 1,676.54
Vigil Mass
$ 989.58
8:30am Mass
$ 2,269.00
10:30am Mass
$ 1,949.00
Electronic giving
$ 4,790.91
$11,675.03
Total Budget for 2015 –2016 Sacrificial Giving is
$712,194. Divided by 52 weeks = $13,696.04 needs
to be collected each week.

(This does NOT include restricted donations such as Holy
Day Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and donations
made to our ministries or coffee & donuts.)

Stewardship 2017!
Thank you to all who have made gifts and pledges to our annual stewardship appeal. To date, we have received 491
pledges totaling $701, 845 toward our goal of
$802,000. We are endlessly grateful for your commitment to
St John Parish! If you haven't yet affirmed your active membership in our parish, please do so, and prayerfully consider
what gift you are able to give to support our work.

Golden Fellowship Luncheon—Fat Tuesday!

Anyone 55 and over are invited to the Golden Fellowship Fat
Tuesday luncheon. February 28, grace said at noon! You
can bring your favorite dish and your best smile. We will
have some fun! MARDI GRAS!

Children’s Liturgy Of the Word (CLOW)

Children ages 5 to 11 are invited to attend children's
liturgy. They will go to a classroom on the ground floor
of the school building and will return in about 20
minutes. This happens during the 10:30 mass to give
children an opportunity to learn about the Gospel and
parts of the liturgy.
Our wonderful Director of Liturgical Music - Becky

Kelly is taking an extended leave of absence from her duties,
to be able to enjoy more time with her family – you might
remember that her youngest son, Isaiah is still under a year
old. Mrs. Kelly will still be teaching at the school and helping prepare the children for the Sunday Children’s masses. Mrs. Kelly has also offered to fill in when need as a cantor, accompanist or in whatever the new person may
need. THANK YOU Mrs. Kelly for being so inclusive and
involving so many people in the music ministry. We will
miss seeing you so often!!
With the departure of Mrs. Becky Kelly, Father Crispin has
appointed Dr. Twila McDonell (she currently leads the
8:30am Choir), as St John’s interim Director of Liturgical
Music. Please join us to congratulate and welcome Dr.
McDonell.
The results of the music survey will be ready soon, watch for
it to be published by the end of February.

Have you read Mere Christianity by C. S. Lewis? I read it
many years ago, and quite enjoyed it. A few years ago, I
picked up a copy in a used book store, thinking I should read
it again. Well, I just finished reading it again and found
something very interesting. It has much deeper and wiser
things to say about humanity and Christianity than I remembered. The 1952 text hasn’t changed, of course, so I must
have. Anyway, it is an excellent read, and an excellent reread. Here are the final two paragraphs of the book.
At the beginning I said there were Personalities in God. I
will go further now. There are no real personalities anywhere
else. Until you have given up your self to Him you will not
have a real self. Sameness is to be found most among the
most ‘natural’ men, not among those who surrender to
Christ. How monotonously alike all the great tyrants and
conquerors have been: how gloriously different are the saints.
But there must be a real giving up of the self. You must
throw it away ‘blindly’ so to speak. Christ will indeed give
you a real personality: but you must not go to Him for the
sake of that. As long as your own personality is what you are
bothering about you're not going to Him at all. The very first
step is to try to forget about the self all together. Your real,
new self (which is Christ’s and also yours, and yours just
because it is His) will not come as long as you are looking for
it. It will come when you are looking for Him. Does that
sound strange? The same principle holds, you know, for more
every day matters. Even in social life, you will never make a
good impression on other people until you stop thinking
about what sort of impression you are making. Even in literature and art, no man who bothers about originality will ever
be original: whereas if you simply try to tell the truth
(without caring twopence how often it has been told before)
you will, nine times out of ten, become original without ever
having noticed it. The principle runs through all life from top
to bottom. Give up yourself, and you will find your real self.
Lose your life and you will save it. Submit to death, death of
your ambitions and favourite wishes every day and death of
your whole body in the end: submit with every fibre of your
being, and you will find eternal life. Keep back nothing.
Nothing that you have not given away will be really yours.
Nothing in you that has not died will ever be raised from the
dead. Look for yourself, and you will find in the long run
only hatred, loneliness, despair, rage, ruin, and decay. But
look for Christ and you will find Him, and with Him everything else thrown in.
THE END
If you have prayer nuggets you’d like to share with the parish,
email Bill Marty, bill@takenroad.com. Thanks!

Middle School through High School News
CCD Classes Offered
Next class - Sunday, February 26th - Room 32
Catechism classes for students in grades 6-12 have begun on Sundays from 9:30-10:30. They
will consist of readings for the day and a short section of the Apostles Creed. This will enable
students to become more familiar with the Mass.
March, April and May, we are hoping for some short term volunteers to fill the Sundays that I
will be busy with the confirmation program retreat and other activities.
Please contact me at (206) 782-2810 if you have any questions or would like to sign up your
child, or volunteer. Please have your child come to class even if they have not signed up! All
high school students are welcome.
Sheila Connolly
“Soul on Fire”
Jr. High Rally March 11th Held at Forest Ridge School of the Sacred Heart
Grades 6-9
Students who would like to attend need to contact Myke Folger or Sheila Connolly at 206-7822810 to leave a message.
Deadline for registration is February 27th.
Cost per student is $55 per student
More information found at http://www.oyyae.org/youthministry/calendar/jhr-2017
This is a wonderful opportunity for young people to experience aspects of their faith along
with a great community!
High School Service Opportunities:
Bring your friends along!!
All events at the Ballard Community Center
Sheila Connolly, Faith Formation director, is happy to take groups of students to the following
activities. Students will earn 4 hours of *direct service for each time. Call 206-782-2810 to reserve space and communicate with Sheila Connolly.
*Please check with your school to determine what kind of service this is.
Parents' Night Out: 3/10, 4/14, 5/12
Meet on Church Steps 5:15 and return to Church Steps at 9:30 PM
Daddy Daughter Dinner: 3/11
Set up-5 students
4 pm-11pm (7 hours of direct service) 10 students.
You need to provide your own transportation but Sheila Connolly will be the evening chaperone.
Spring Easter Egg Hunt: 4/15
9 am to 12pm. 3 hours of direct service
10 students needed.
For all events, call Sheila Connolly, 206-782-2810
Sheila Connolly

