Liturgy
September 24, 2017
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
How often must I forgive? (Matthew 18:21)
In his very first Sunday homily as the Holy Father, Pope
Francis proclaimed, “This is the Lord’s most powerful message: mercy” (March 17, 2013). Since that day, he has repeated over and over the marvelous truth that God’s mercy
has no bounds. That’s precisely the problem with the heartless servant in today’s Gospel: his mercy had limited, clearly
defined boundaries.
How boundless is God’s mercy? The best way to answer that
is to consider what our lives would be like without it. Imagine a world with no tenderness, no forgiveness, no compassion. Imagine being bound in your sin and selfishness, your
guilt and shame, with no way out. Now imagine God sacrificing himself not only to rescue you, but to offer you the
promise of eternal life with him in heaven. That’s how
boundless his mercy is. That’s how deeply he loves you.
Struck by the depth of God’s love, how can we do anything
but bow down to him in worship and show that same mercy
to the people around us?
Mercy is not just an abstract idea or a nice theory. It’s a concrete reality. It’s not just a message that we can choose to
live out when it’s convenient for us. God’s mercy for us is
meant to be at the heart of how we think and act toward each
other. It’s meant to be the characteristic that sets us apart in a
world caught up in self-righteousness, division, and unforgiveness. It’s the best way we can reveal God’s love and
invite people to taste it themselves.
Peter asked Jesus, “How often must I forgive?” (Matthew
18:21). He was looking for a solid number of times, after
which he was off the hook. He was asking about the rules.
But for the one who has grasped the depths of God’s mercy,
rules and limits no longer matter.
May we all taste this mercy more deeply today so that we
can become more merciful as well.
“Thank you, Jesus, for showering me with your love. Lord,
help me to be more merciful.”
Sirach 27:30–28:7
Psalm 103:1-4, 9-12
Romans 14:7-9

Devotion of the Stations
of the Cross
October 11, 7pm, Church

Next Week’s Readings
October 1, 2017
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading
Ezekiel 18:25-28
Turn away from sin and live!
Psalm 25 “Remember your mercies, O Lord.”
2nd Reading:
Philippians 2:1-11
Christ became obedient even to the point of death.
Gospel:
Matthew 21:1-32
The one who obeys the Lord, even reluctantly, is the one
who does the will of the Father.
Our Gospel and first reading today pick up on last week’s
readings: God’s ways are not fair! True, perhaps, only if
we apply our limited human values to God. Instead, let us
listen with fresh ears, and try to hear God’s challenge to
each of us to change our lives and take on the work that
God askes us to do in this world.

Catholic Cemeteries

We remember and give thanks at our regular
Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have died.
All are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are
on Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org

Mass in English

Misa en Espanol

Holyrood Cemetery:
October 7
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Holyrood Cemetery:
Octubre 21
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA. 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
October 14
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Gethsemane Cemetery:
Octubre 7
37600 Pacific Highway S.
Federal Way, WA 98003

SACRED HEART RADIO 1050 KBLE ~ Seattle
Sunday Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am
Daily Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am Monday - Saturday
Rosary - 1:00 pm, ever y after noon
8:30 pm every night
Chaplet of Divine Mercy:
1:30pm Sunday & Saturday

Parish
PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Collection for week of September 17, 2017
Mail in
$ 1,195.00
Vigil Mass
$ 1,361.00
8:30am Mass
$ 2,417.10
10:30am Mass
$ 2,324.00
Electronic giving
$ 3,338.94
$ 8,312.04
Total Budget for 2017 –2018 Sacrificial Giving is
$741,020. Divided by 52 weeks = $13,696.04 needs
to be collected each week.
(This does NOT include restricted donations such as
Holy Day Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and
donations made to our ministries or coffee & donuts.)
FYI—We are unable to process mutilated or foreign currency and it will not be counted towards
our deposit.

The Safe Environment class is set for October 3 at
6:30pm in Egan Hall. This is for first time volunteers in
the Seattle Archdiocese. All volunteers and employees
are required to go through this class along with a background check. Call the parish office if you have questions.
A New Beginning for Your Marriage Are you going
through a difficult time in your marriage? Do you wish
you could take back unkind words and actions? It is
possible to move past the hurt. Retrouvaille
(pronounced retro-vī) helps struggling couples rediscover each other and take positive steps to begin a new life
of healing, commitment and love. For confidential information about, or to register for our upcoming program beginning, Sept 22-24, 2017 call 206-706-2608 or
visit our website at www.HelpOurMarriage.com.
World Wide Marriage Encounter
“The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger, and rich
in compassion.” Help to encourage our compassion and
forgiveness by working through a Worldwide Marriage
Encounter (WWME) weekend. The next weekend at
the Sheraton Bellevue Hotel is on November 17-19,
2017. Apply at www.wwme.org.
More information at 206-772-2344

The End of Prayer Shaming
This week’s prayer nugget is a video you should watch. But
first, let me give a little back story. "On December 2, 2015, 14
people were killed and 22 others were seriously injured in a
terrorist attack consisting of a mass shooting and an attempted bombing at the Inland Regional Center in San Bernardino,
California.” (Wikipedia: 2015 San Bernadino Attack) Over
the next day or two, a wave of political leaders said, wrote, or
tweeted things like: “My thoughts and prayers are with the
victims.” In reaction, another wave of folks said or wrote essentially, “shame on you for talking about praying instead of
doing something about this.” In the rapid response world of
internet news, this quickly became known as prayer shaming. And into this breach, East Catholic High School in Manchester, Connecticut launched this video called The End of
Prayer Shaming. Watch and be moved.
https://vimeo.com/148643920 And pray…
I received this video link from Bennet Jones, Bernadette
O’Leary, Sheila Marty, and Michael Manley. Thanks to all of
them! If you have a prayer nugget you’d like to share with the
parish, email Bill Marty, bill@takenroad.com. Thanks!

Rachel’s Corner
Hope and Healing After Abortion
“I discovered the “root” of my anger and inability to forgive.
And because of that, I was able to reconcile with myself and
those that have hurt me.” -Testimonial
Come on a Rachel’s Vineyard™ Retreat. Allow God to fill you
with His merciful peace.
November 10-12, 2017
Call Valerie: 1-800-822-HOPE (4673) You are loved with an
everlasting Love!
Project Rachel is a program of Catholic Community Services.

Want To Be More Effective in Getting Through to the People You Care About?
Learn essential skills in communicating love and mercy to others through Cabrini Ministry
Training. It will transform your life and the way to relate to others. We offer both a 20-week
and 10-week course. Both begin on October 24 and will be held from noon-2:30pm at Christ the
King parish in north Seattle. For more information visit www.cabriniministry.org or contact 206-760-0583 x3. Hurry! Applications are due September 30!

Carla Loucks
Executive Director

Faith Formation Corner
October 1 it all begins!

NURSERY, PRE-SCHOOL-SUNDAY SCHOOL,
and CLOW!
Childcare is available dur ing the 10:30
am Mass for children aged 1 to 3.
Our nursery is located in the Extended
Day Care classrooms of the main school
building. Ring the bell at the main school
entrance and the Nursery leader will buzz
you in.
Our nursery aims to operate year round.
As with all programs, there may be last
minute cancellations due to instructor illness or absence.
In Pre-School-Sunday school, childr en
four to five will be meeting in Extended Day Care and
meeting with long time parishioner Shawna Fletcher
Calhoun.
“We learn the Sign of the Cross, the Hail Mary and the
Our Father. Our lessons follow the readings at Mass
that day. We color, cut out and build projects to help
us remember these essential aspects of our faith.”
In nursery school, for children two to three, there will
be coloring and a snack during this time. Rebecca
Young is our nursery school teacher.
Children's Liturgy of the Word (CLOW)
Children, ages 6 to 10, are invited to participate in
Children's Liturgy of the Word at the 10:30 Mass. Most Sundays, October through May. See schedule for
dates. As with all programs, sometimes last minute
cancellation due to volunteer teacher illness may occur.
Children's Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) is a program
for children ages 6 to 10. They are invited to attend
during the liturgy of the word portion of mass. Led by
two parent volunteer teachers, they go to a classroom
on the ground floor of the school building and will
return after about 20 minutes. There, the children will
learn about the readings of the day and the gospel, at
their own level, and will have the chance to ask questions, sing songs and hear stories. Parents are welcome
to tag along.
Interested in volunteering as a CLOW leader or
assistant? Contact Julia Rudden or Sheila Connolly to learn more!

SPEAKER JOHN MCCOY
COMES TO ST JOHN!
Join us this Thursday, September 28th, for John
McCoy’s talk about our former Archbishop, Raymond
Hunthausen, and McCoy’s A Clear and Quiet Conscience. We are gathering for a potluck in Quigley
House, room 13 at 5:30. We would love to have you be
part of this evening.

N Seattle Catholic Youth Kick-Off
Celebration, Sept. 23
Youth Group Start October 1!
Students in grades 6-12 are invited to the first meeting on Sunday, Oct. 1 at Victoria Hall at St. Catherine Parish, 815 NE 85th
St, 98115.
5:00-6:15 -- Middle School (Grades 6-8)
6:15 to 7:00 -- Fellowship Meal (for all grades!)
7:00 to 8:30 -- High School (Grades 9-12)
7:00 to 8:30 -- High School (Grades 9-12)
Download the Registration Form
at www.nseattlecatholicyouth.org or contact Kate Brown at kate@nseattlecatholicyouth.org.
Please prayerfully consider
volunteering with N Seattle Catholic Youth.

CAN YOU FILL THIS CLOSET?
Youth leader Myke Folger and parishioner Brendan Boyle built this
closet for the Aurora Commons, a drop in café for people on 89th
and Aurora. Please bring in gently used winter coats, blankets, towels, adult clothes to warm their bodies and souls. A box in the back
of the church will hold your items, and we are delivering weekly as
the weather gets cold. This is a way to make an impact on local
poverty and clean your closet at the same time.

The Guardian Angel Mass will be held on
Saturday, October 7 at 8:30am. There will be a rosary at 8am.
All are welcome especially those who have lost children,
no matter their age or reason.
Parking lot will be opened.

St. John hosts a group of
homeless women in our
mezzanine every Saturday
and Sunday of the school
year. We've been doing
this for 24 years! It's an interesting, easy, rewarding,
ministry, and it takes many
people to keep it running. Would you consider helping
out? There's no minimum commitment. Please come
find out more while drinking a glass of wine with us.
Wine and Cheese party:
Sunday, October 1
5:00 pm, in the mezzanine (Egan Hall, upstairs)
If you can't make it on October 1st, or if you have any
questions, please email Mary Kearney or Kristin Kent
marytkearney@comcast.net
dearkristink@yahoo.com

We will celebrate 100 Years with
a new Parish Directory!
Please call the Parish Office at 206-782-2810 to
make your appointment!
Questions: Contact Sheila Marty at
smarty@stjohnsea.org or 206-782-2810.
We will also need volunteers to make all this happen.
If you would like to help contact: Sheila Connolly at
sconnolly@stjohnsea.org or 206-782-2810

