Liturgy
8th Sunday in Ordinary Time

February 26, 2017
Even should she forget, I will never forget you. (Isaiah 49:15)
What a spectacular word from God! How did Isaiah come up
with such a moving analogy for God’s love? Especially in the
ancient Near East, with its male-dominated outlook, comparing
almighty God to a loving, tender mother must have sounded
revolutionary.
Let this analogy sink in for a moment. When we hear of a
mother’s love for her newborn child, we immediately think of a
warm, encompassing, and nurturing love. We think of a woman
who will go to great lengths to protect her child, even if it
means sacrificing her own life. And that’s the surprising and
beautiful thing about Isaiah’s prophecy: this is how our God
looks at us.
Initially, this prophetic word was intended to bring comfort to
the Jews who had been defeated in battle and then exiled from
their homes. Captives of war, living in a foreign country far
from their home and their Temple, they could have thought that
God had abandoned them. But Isaiah’s words rang out with
comfort and assurance: “I am with you.”
At the same time, this prophecy is meant for all of us. Just as
the Israelites were in need of hope and encouragement, so are
we. No matter what our lives look like right now, the Lord
wants to tell us, “I will never forget you.” We all know that our
world has a mixture of good and bad, of joy and sorrow, of
love and hatred. How wonderful it is to know that in the midst
of all the ups and downs of life, we have one constant: almighty God loves us just as intensely as a mother loves her
child.
So sit quietly with your God today. Let the words from this
reading wash over you and fill you up. Let God’s love, a love
as tender as a mother’s love, comfort you and encourage you.
You are never alone! God will never forget you!
“Thank you, Lord, that you promise never to forsake me. Help
me rest in your tender love today.”
Psalm 62:2-3, 6-9
1 Corinthians 4:1-5
Matthew 6:24-34

Weather Alert!! It’s that time again!

If there is
snow, ice or school has been cancelled or delayed,
due to bad weather, please stay home.
There will be no weekday 8:30am service.

SACRED HEART RADIO 1050 KBLE ~ Seattle
Sunday Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am
Daily Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am Monday - Saturday
Rosary - 1:00 pm, every afternoon
8:30 pm every night
Chaplet of Divine Mercy:
1:30pm Sunday & Saturday

Next Week’s Readings
1st Sunday of Lent
March 5, 2017- year—Readings A
1st Reading
Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7
“The Lord planted a garden in Eden.”
Psalm 51 “Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.”

2nd Reading:

Romans 5:12-19

Gospel:

Matthew 4:1-11

In Adam all die. In Christ all live.

Jesus fasted forty days and forty nights.
As we begin this Lenten season, we find that all three
readings ae harmonized. The first reading and the Gospel
are tied to together by the second reading. Saint Paul, in
his Letter to the Romans, shows how the transgression of
Adam and Eve is overcome by the righteousness of Jesus.
Listening to these sacred scriptures, let us be grateful for
the love of our God, who rescues us from our sinfulness.
Fasting and Abstinence during Lent:

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting
and abstinence for Catholics. In addition, Fridays during Lent
are obligatory days of abstinence.
For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the norms on fasting are obligatory from age 18 until age 59. When fasting, a
person is permitted to eat one full meal, as well as two smaller
meals that together are not equal to a full meal. The norms concerning abstinence from meat are binding upon members of the
Latin Catholic Church from age 14 onwards.
If possible, the fast on Good Friday is continued until the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the "paschal fast" to honor
the suffering and death of the Lord Jesus, and to prepare ourselves to share more fully and to celebrate more readily his
Resurrection.
A shortened version of a reflection for Lenten Fasting —
by Rev. Daniel Merz (On the USCCB website)
In the early Church and, to a lesser extent still today, there were
two fasts. There was the "total fast" that preceded all major
feasts or sacramental events. The ancient name for this fast
was "statio" from the verb "sto, stare" to stand watch, on guard
or in vigil. The second fast was a fast of abstinence from certain foods, e.g., meats or fats. This was more an act of selfdiscipline and self-control. The statio fast was total and a
means of watching and waiting…i.e. for something. The fast
of abstinence was more general and personal, to help oneself be
more disciplined or self-controlled. The total fast is still kept
today prior to reception of Holy Communion. Following Holy
Communion, the total fast ceases because Jesus had explicitly
stated that we don't fast when the bridegroom is here, in other
words, what we're keeping vigil for has arrived, the wait is
over. On the other hand, the fast of abstinence was allowed on
Sundays because the continuity of abstinence can be important
for it to be effective.
These initial observations, then, teach us that the Eucharist is
always the end of a preparation. It is always the fulfillment of
an expectation. In the Orthodox Church during Lent, they have
Eucharist only on Saturday and Sunday. But because Wednesdays and Fridays are total fast days, those two days are also
days for the Communion service (Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified)
which are held in the evening, i.e., after the day of preparation. Fasting is always preparatory.

Parish Life

(All volunteers in ministries at St John Parish/School require Safe Environment Training.)

PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Collection for week of February 19, 2017
Mail in
$ 1,915.00
Vigil Mass
$ 854.00
8:30am Mass
$ 1,602.00
10:30am Mass
$ 1,601.00
Electronic giving
$ 7,576.76
$11,675.03
Total Budget for 2015 –2016 Sacrificial Giving is
$712,194. Divided by 52 weeks = $13,696.04 needs
to be collected each week.

(This does NOT include restricted donations such as Holy
Day Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and donations
made to our ministries or coffee & donuts.)

Stewardship 2017!
Thank you to all who have made gifts and pledges to our annual stewardship appeal. To date, we have received 529
pledges totaling $ 733,140 toward our goal of
$ 802,000. We are endlessly grateful for your commitment to
St John Parish! If you haven't yet affirmed your active membership in our parish, please do so, and prayerfully consider
what gift you are able to give to support our work.

Golden Fellowship Luncheon—Fat Tuesday!

Anyone 55 and over are invited to the Golden Fellowship Fat
Tuesday luncheon. February 28, grace said at noon! You
can bring your favorite dish and your best smile. We will
have some fun! MARDI GRAS!

Children’s Liturgy Of the Word (CLOW)

Children ages 5 to 11 are invited to attend children's
liturgy. They will go to a classroom on the ground floor
of the school building and will return in about 20
minutes. This happens during the 10:30 mass to give
children an opportunity to learn about the Gospel and
parts of the liturgy.
Our wonderful Director of Liturgical Music - Becky

Kelly is taking an extended leave of absence from her duties,
to be able to enjoy more time with her family – you might
remember that her youngest son, Isaiah is still under a year
old. Mrs. Kelly will still be teaching at the school and helping prepare the children for the Sunday Children’s masses. Mrs. Kelly has also offered to fill in when need as a cantor, accompanist or in whatever the new person may
need. THANK YOU Mrs. Kelly for being so inclusive and
involving so many people in the music ministry. We will
miss seeing you so often!!
With the departure of Mrs. Becky Kelly, Father Crispin has
appointed Dr. Twila McDonell (she currently leads the
8:30am Choir), as St John’s interim Director of Liturgical
Music. Please join us to congratulate and welcome Dr.
McDonell.
The results of the music survey will be ready soon, watch for
it to be published by the end of February.

Reading the news these days is not a recipe for increasing
your peace and happiness. So where do you go to read good
Catholic material? Something that does increase peace and
happiness? Something that matters in the long term? One of
the places I go is to a web site called the Catholic Education
Resource Center, or CERC. Find them here: http://
www.catholiceducation.org/ On one of my recent visits
there, I found an article called Recognizing his presence by
Father George Rutler. Here’s a short sample:
Europe and its contiguous lands were in a chaotic condition
in 1240. Mongols were destroying Kiev, the Novgorod army
virtually wiped out the Swedes along the Neva River, and the
Holy Roman Emperor, Frederick II, was pillaging the Papal
States using Islamic Saracens as his mercenaries. Pope
Gregory IX's attempt to rally a Crusade against the invaders
failed, and his good friend Saint Clare was virtually bedridden as the Saracens besieged her convent at San Damiano. Her beloved Francis of Assisi had died fourteen years
before. In this emergency, she left her invalid couch, went to
the window and exposed the Blessed Sacrament in a silver
and ivory ciborium, and the alien troops fled.
In northern Mexico until just a few years ago, drug- and
gang-related violence had made Ciudad Juarez one of the
most dangerous cities in the world. Following the example of
Saint Clare, missionaries turned to the Eucharistic Lord for
help. A perpetual adoration chapel was opened in 2013
when the murder rate was forty people a day, with soldiers
and policemen joining the gangs. Increasing numbers of
devotees urged the soldiers to join them in Holy Hours. Few
now dismiss as only coincidence the fact that within five
years the annual murder rate dropped from 3,766 to 256.
St. John offers Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on Thursday mornings after mass. You can find Adoration times at
neighboring churches listed here: https://masstimes.org If
you have a prayer nugget you’d like to share with the parish,
email Bill Marty, bill@takenroad.com. Thanks!

Rachel’s Corner
Hope and Healing After Abortion
“Cast all your worries upon him because He cares for you.
…The God of all grace who called you to his eternal glory
through Christ [Jesus] will himself restore, confirm,
strengthen, and establish you, -1 Peter 5:7, 10
Come on a Rachel’s Vineyard™ Retreat and allow God to
free you from your worries, restoring life and hope within
you once again.

Lenten Schedule
March 1st,
Ash Wednesday - Masses at 9am & 7pm
April 1 & 2—Anointing of the Sick
at all the Masses
Fridays in Lent
Stations of the Cross at 2:30 pm
Soup Suppers in Egan Hall at 6pm
Stations of the Cross at 7pm

( No 7pm Stations of the Cross or Soup Supper on Good Friday)

March 15, 7pm — Church
Prayer and Meditation, All are welcome.
March 23, Thursday, 7pm—Egan Hall
Catholicism-The Pivotal Players
March 27, Monday, at 7pm—Church
Parish Reconciliation Service
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord Mass
April 8th —5pm Vigil Mass,
April 9, 8:30 am Mass
10:30 am Mass begins at 10:15 in Egan Hall for the Palm Sunday procession into the church.
April 13
Stations of the Cross at 2pm — Church
April 13
Holy Thursday of the Lord's Supper Mass - at 7pm
Adoration until 10pm in the Reservation Chapel
April 14
Good Friday of the Passion of the Lord, Liturgy at 7pm
April 15
Holy Saturday-begins at 8pm
The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night Mass
Easter Sunday
8:30am Mass
10:30am Mass
(no nursery, pre-school Sunday School or CLOW)

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST PARISH AND SCHOOL PLANNING STUDY
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT THANK YOU
WEEKEND OF FEB 25,26, 2017
Jambo Rafikis,
We wish to thank you for sharing your thoughts regarding St. John the Evangelist Church and
School and the proposed plans to address our needs. We are extremely grateful for your participation in this important planning study.
Your responses will enable us to accurately plan for our future and make meaningful decisions
as we look to potentially embark on a capital campaign. The Steier Group has compiled their results and presented their findings and recommendations to us. We are carefully considering all
of their findings and you will hear more about these important projects in the coming weeks.
Again, thank you for participating in this important effort. Your opinions are valued and greatly
appreciated.
Baraka ya Yesu,

Rev. Crispin A. Okoth
Pastor

Middle School through High School News
CCD Classes Offered
Catechism classes for students in grades 6-12 have begun on Sundays from 9:30-10:30. They will consist of
readings for the day and a short section of the Apostles Creed. This will enable students to become more familiar with the Mass.
March, April and May, we are hoping for some short term volunteers to fill the Sundays that I will be busy
with the confirmation program retreat and other activities. Please contact me at (206) 782-2810 if you have
any questions or would like to sign up your child, or volunteer. Please have your child come to class even if
they have not signed up! All high school students are welcome.
Sheila Connolly

“Soul on Fire”
Jr. High Rally March 11th Held at Forest Ridge School of the Sacred Heart
Grades 6-9
Students who would like to attend need to contact Myke Folger or Sheila Connolly at 206-782-2810 to leave a
message.
Deadline for registration is February 27th.
Cost per student is $55 per student
More information found at http://www.oyyae.org/youthministry/calendar/jhr-2017
This is a wonderful opportunity for young people to experience aspects of their faith along with a great community!

High School Service Opportunities:
Bring your friends along!!
All events at the Ballard Community Center

Sheila Connolly, Faith Formation director, is happy to take groups of students to the following activities. Students will earn 4 hours of *direct service for each time. Call 206-782-2810 to reserve space and communicate
with Sheila Connolly.

*Please check with your school to determine what kind of service this is.
Parents' Night Out: 3/10, 4/14, 5/12

Meet on Church Steps 5:15 and return to Church Steps at 9:30 PM

Daddy Daughter Dinner: 3/11

Set up-5 students
4 pm-11pm (7 hours of direct service) 10 students.
You need to provide your own transportation but Sheila Connolly will be the evening chaperone.

Spring Easter Egg Hunt: 4/15

9 am to 12pm. 3 hours of direct service
10 students needed.
For all events, call Sheila Connolly, 206-782-2810

Sheila Connolly

