Liturgy
December 3, 2017

1st Sunday of Advent,
year B
Be watchful! Be alert! (Mark 13:33)
It’s the First Sunday of Advent, and you have just received
an invitation: The Most High God requests the honor of your
presence at the entry of his Son into the world. This unprecedented event will be followed by a joyous celebration in two
locations: heaven and earth. The event will take place on
December 25, and you are encouraged to spend the next four
weeks preparing for the festivities.
Welcome to Advent—a season of hope and expectation!
Over the course of the next month, you may be part of family gatherings. You might reenact time-honored traditions:
buying gifts, decorating homes, and preparing special meals.
And to crown all these observances, Jesus himself will come
and visit you. As today’s Gospel tells us, we may not know
when he is coming, but he promises he will come. Even
now, he is looking for new ways to touch your heart. Right
now, he is preparing special gifts of grace and blessing for
you—Advent and Christmas presents that he will give as
you open your heart to him.
What kind of gifts will he give? Reminders of his Father’s
love. A sense of hope as you face life’s challenges. New
insights and wisdom that you can share with your loved
ones. Freedom from guilt as you lay your sins and failings at
his feet. And above all, peace and joy as he tells you that he
has you in the palm of his hand.
So take up his invitation today! Do everything you can to be
alert and ready to receive Jesus and his gifts. Try to spend a
little more time in daily prayer and Scripture reading. Go to
Confession so that you can get rid of anything that blocks
you from receiving his love and his gifts.
Jesus wants to celebrate with you. And he’s given you a
whole month to get ready! Step by step, day by day, you can
draw closer to the Lord—and feel him draw closer to you!
“Jesus, I accept your invitation. By your Spirit and your
grace, help me to get ready for your coming on Christmas
Day.”
Isaiah 63:16-17, 19; 64:2-7
Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19
1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Advent Adoration
This Advent season-a time of preparation before our celebration of the mystery of the birth of Christ-is a prime
opportunity to enter more deeply into the Church's Eucharistic faith. Come and allow your faith to be nourished
and to grow in the Real Presence of the Eucharistic Lord.
Saint John Faith Sharing Group, "On Eagles Wings",
would like to invite parishioners join us in adoration:
Monday evenings during Advent from 7-9pm;
December 4th, 11th and 18th.
You are welcome to come for a few moments, an hour or
for the entire time.

Next Week’s Readings
Year B
2nd Sunday of Advent
December 10, 2017
1st Reading
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11
Prepare the way of the Lord.
Psalm 85 “Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us
your salvation.”
2nd Reading
2 Peter 3:8-14
We await new heaven and a new earth.
Gospel
Mark 1:1-8
Make straight the paths of the Lord.
Our God is a compassionate God and each Scripture passage we hear today reminds us of this. The people of Isaiah’s time are living in exile, but Isaiah assures them that the
Lord has not abandoned them. The author of Second Peter
assures Christians that God is patient, allowing time for all
to come to repentance. In Mark’s Gospel, John the Baptist
proclaims forgiveness from God through baptism. As we
face difficulties in life, let us remember that we are not
alone: our compassionate God is always ready to comfort
and forgive.

Parish Reconciliation and Adoration Our

parish reconciliation service will be Monday December 11 at
7pm. The format will be slightly different this year and will
involve prayer and meditation, adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, and individual confessions. The church will remain open
and the Blessed Sacrament will be exposed until 9pm. We
hope you can join us for a quiet evening of preparation for the
birth of Our Lord.

As we have done in the past there will not be any Saturday Reconciliations. If you are not able to attend the Parish Reconciliation December 11 at 7pm, please call the
parish office to make an appointment with Father.
206-782-2810
Catholic Cemeteries

We remember and give thanks at our regular
Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have died.
All are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are
on Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org
Mass in English

Misa en Espanol

Holyrood Cemetery:
December 2
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Holyrood Cemetery:
Diciembre16
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA. 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
December 9
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Gethsemane Cemetery:
Diciembre 2
37600 Pacific Highway S.
Federal Way, WA 98003

Parish Life
PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Collection for week of November 26, 2017
$ 4,268.33
Mail in
$ 379.00
5pm Vigil
$ 1,525.00
8:30am
$ 1,392.00
10:30am
$ 2,572.64
Electronic
Total
$ 10,136.97
Total Budget for 2017 – 2018 Sacrificial Giving is
$741,020. Divided by 52 weeks = $13,696.04 needs
to be collected each week.
(This does NOT include restricted donations such as
Holy Day Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and
donations made to our ministries or coffee & donuts.)
FYI—We are unable to process mutilated or foreign currency and it will not be counted towards
our deposit.

Parish Stewardship 2018

Thank you!

Many, many thanks to all who have made gifts and
pledges to our annual stewardship appeal. To date, we
have received 120 pledges We are endlessly grateful for
your commitment to St. John Parish! If you haven’t yet
affirmed your active membership in our parish, please
do so, and prayerfully consider what, if any, gift you are
able to give to support our work.

N Seattle Catholic Youth is living out our call to be
Saints this Advent season by giving back to our parishes
and communities. We need your help! These are the
events N Seattle Catholic Youth are officially partnering
with to serve our community.
Sorting Giving Tree Gifts
Sunday, December 10, 11:00 am
at Our Lady of the Lake Parish
Christmas Meals for the Homeless
Saturday, December 23, 10:00 am
at Christ the King Parish
Decorate the Church for Christmas
Sunday, December 24, 11:00 am
at St. Benedict Parish
Sign-ups and more can be found at our website:
www.nseattlecatholicyouth.org/advent-of-giving
Sunday Gatherings will not be meeting during the season
Advent so we can better engage in Advent at our Parishes.
Please consider getting involved with a Ministry at your
Parish during this Advent of Giving!
REMINDER: A Confirmation Information Meeting
will be held this Wednesday, Dec. 6 at 7:00 pm at St.
John’s Parish.

I'm not a Facebook user. Fortunately, Sheila is, and she keeps me
up to date with the most important news from our friends. She also
shares the occasional meme or internet phenomenon with me, otherwise I'd be completely culturally illiterate. This one came along,
and I thought I would share it with you as we enter Advent. We are
able to give only because we have been given to. It may help to be
reminded of all that we have been given. Here are 24 reasons for
daily prayers of gratitude this Advent.
[Thanks to Sheila Marty]
If you have prayer or Bible nuggets you'd like to share with the
parish, email Bill Marty, bill@takenroad.com. Thanks!
An Advent of Gratitude
Most Advent Calendars present us with a gift each day leading up to
Christmas. The purpose of this Advent of Gratitude is to remind us
of the gifts we already have, what we often take for granted, what
we can and should be grateful for. Each daily reminder includes a
suggestion for payment, a small monetary gift that in 24 days will
grow into a donation, payable to a charity of your choice. At the end
of this challenge, please donate to a charity, preferably somewhere
local, that serves those less fortunate than you.
Day 1. Pay .25 for each woman in your family who graduated from high
school.
Day 2. If you rode in a car today, pay $1. Pay $2 if you drove the car.
Day 3. Count the light switches in your house. Pay .25 for each one.
Day 4. How many pairs of shoes and/or boots do you own? Pay .10 per
pair.
Day 5. If you have never experienced having your electricity or heat shut
off due to inability to pay the bill, pay $5.
Day 6. If you have travelled outside of Canada, pay $2. Pay an extra $2 if
you have travelled within the past 6 months.
Day 7. Pay $2 if you’ve bought a gourmet coffee in the past month.
Day 8. If you want to work today and earned an income, pay $2.
Day 9. Pay $1 for every refrigerator/freezer in your home.
Day 10. Count every cell phone in your home. Pay $1 per phone.
Day 11. If you graduated from university, pay $1 per degree.
Day 12. How many televisions do you have? Pay $1 per TV. Pay $1 extra if
you subscribe to Netflix.
Day 13. Open your pantry. If there is more food then you can consume in
two days, pay $2.
Day 14. Pay $2 if you have more than one bank account. Pay an extra $2 if
you have investments that earn income.
Day 15. If you slept in a warm bed last night, pay $2.
Day 16. If you have visited your doctor this past year, for something relatively minor, pay $2.
Day 17. Count the faucets in your home. Pay .50 per faucet.
Day 18. If you’ve bought gifts for others this season, pay $1. If you added
‘a little something’ for yourself, pay an extra $1.
Day 19. If your home has more than 25 books, pay $1. If more than 50,
$2. If more than 100, $3.
Day 20. If your parents had a high school education, pay $1. If one attended college or university, pay $2. $3 if both attended.
Day 21. If you are traveling more than 100km for Christmas festivities, pay
$1. Pay $2 if you are confident your vehicle will get you there.
Day 22. Count the coats in your closet. Pay .25 per coat or jacket.
Day 23. Pay $2 if you can name more than 5 people who love you.
Day 24. If you have a pet, pay $2. Pay an additional $2 if you have more
than one.
Donation time!

Advent Schedule
December 2&3
1st Sunday of Advent

Dec. 3, Wreath Making Party after 10:30 Mass,
Egan Hall
December 4, 5th &7th School Reconciliation
December 4, Adoration, 7pm-9pm
December 8, 9am Mass & 7pm Mass
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
(Holy Day of Obligation)

December 9 & 10
2nd Sunday of Advent
Baptisms at all weekend Masses
December 11, 7pm Adoration &
Parish Reconciliation
December 13, 7pm Stations of the Cross, Church
December 16 & 17
3rd Sunday of Advent
Anointing after all Masses
December 18, Monday, Adoration, 7pm-9pm,
4th Sunday of Advent–Vigil
December 23, 5pm Vigil Mass
December 24, Sunday, 9am Mass
Christmas Mass Schedule
December 24,
Christmas Eve
5pm Children’s Mass
9pm Christmas Eve Mass
Christmas Day
9am Christmas Mass
January 1, Monday
Mary, Mother of God
9am Mass
(Holy Day of Obligation)

St. John School alum (2014) and current senior at
Bishop Blanchet High School, Beau Branley is a student board member with Washington Cease Fire. The
nonprofit organization is focused on reducing gun violence. On Thursday, December 14, Washington Cease
Fire will host a peaceful, candlelight walk around a
portion of Greenlake to commemorate the fifth anniversary of the Sandy Hook tragedy. The St. John
School and Parish community is encouraged to take
part in this powerful statement. Many community
leaders will be in attendance, including the Mayor of
Seattle (TBD). Meet at Greenlake Park, near the
swimming pool west of Starbucks. Walk from 56:30pm

Tax Fraud Communication
We have learned that six individuals have been charged in the 2013 tax fraud scheme that affected some employees
and volunteers of the Archdiocese. Five of these individuals have been convicted on multiple counts of mail and wire
fraud and related charges. Two have been sentenced to federal prison (a 6 year and a 9 year term). The other three are
awaiting sentencing. Although these convictions do not change the fact that many of our employees and volunteers
experienced stress and a tremendous amount of inconvenience, it is reassuring to know that at least some of the individuals responsible are being held accountable for their crimes. We have been told that the large number of employees and volunteers who attended regional gatherings and signed affidavits for the IRS agents was helpful to their investigation.
Dennis O'Leary—Executive Director of the Chancery

NO Christmas tree sale @ St John’s this year! Due to circumstances beyond our control,
there will not be a Christmas Tree sale this year. We suggest checking out St. Al’s.

