Liturgy
February 5, 2017
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Your light must shine before others. (Matthew 5:16)
Mahatma Gandhi once told a Christian friend, “I like your
Christ, but I do not like your Christians. Your Christians are
so unlike your Christ.” In a similar vein, the German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche once said that if he saw more redeemed people he might be more inclined to believe in their
Redeemer.
What a sobering reflection of the witness of the Church in
their day! Neither Gandhi nor Nietzsche saw enough believers’ lights shining to convince them that the gospel message
really does have the power to change people’s lives.
That’s the challenge of today’s Gospel reading: to show the
joy, the love, and the peace of Jesus to people like Gandhi
and Nietzsche. It’s the challenge for each of us to live like
“our Christ” and to show the world just how distinctive and
fulfilling a redeemed life can be. In a very real way, our credibility—as well as the credibility of Jesus’ message—is on the
line every single day. And a credibility gap hinders our ability
to help other people come to embrace Jesus in their hearts.
Here’s a true story: Jim, a devout Catholic, moved into a
home next door to a wealthy Muslim family. They enjoyed a
friendly and cordial relationship. Over the course of the next
year, the Muslim family’s business imploded, and they had to
declare bankruptcy. They lost everything. They were living in
the house, waiting to be evicted, with little food or money.
What’s worse, all of their friends had abandoned them.
But Jim and his wife acted differently. They emptied their
refrigerator and pantry and gave as much as they could to
their struggling neighbors. They also loaned them money.
They continued doing this for nearly a year, until things
turned around, and the family gradually dug their way out of
bankruptcy.
As moving as this story is, here is the best part: the family
became Christians—all because of the love of Jim and his
wife.
“Lord, help me to shine your light everywhere I go.”
Isaiah 58:7-10
Psalm 112:4-9
1 Corinthians 2:1-5

Next Week’s Readings
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 12, 2017- year—Readings A
1st Reading
Sirach 15:15-20
“There is set before you fire and water, life and death.
Psalm 119 “Blessed are they who follow the law of the
Lord!”

2nd Reading:

1 Corinthians 2:6-10

Eye has not see, ear has not heard what God has prepared for us.

Gospel:

Matthew 5:17-37

So it was said to your ancestors; but I say this to you.
Our readings today address the laws that God has given
us to live by. The first reading and the psalm present
them as fulfilling and life-giving. Then along comes Jesus
in the Gospel, and while he upholds the law, he calls us to
a higher standard. No longer is it enough to observe the
letter of the law. As we hear these words proclaimed today, it might be good to reflect on one area in our life
where we can do more, and to pray for the grace to do so.
The First Saturday Devotion (also called the Act of Reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Blessed Virgin Mary) is a
Catholic devotion which, according to Lúcia of Fátima, was
requested by the Virgin Mary in an apparition at Pontevedra,
Spain in December 1925.
Every month at St John’s on our weekly calendar - on the
inside page of the bulletin, you will see 1st Friday and 1st
Saturday Mass. The 1st Saturday Mass starts with the Rosary at 8am and Mass at 8:30. It is a very simple Mass and
lasts about half an hour. This and the 1st Friday mass have
been a big part of our parish for many years.
You are cordially invited to the 1st Saturday Mass, February 4, rosary at 8am and mass at 8:30am. This particular
Mass is praying for the repose of the soul of Diane
Mathieson’s son and Terry Warrick’s grandson, Sean
Mathison. Please join us.

Catholic Cemeteries

We remember and give thanks at our regular
Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have died. All
are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are on Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.

For additional information please call Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org
SACRED HEART RADIO 1050 KBLE ~ Seattle
Sunday Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am
Daily Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am Monday - Saturday
Rosary - 1:00 pm, every afternoon
8:30 pm every night
Chaplet of Divine Mercy:
1:30pm Sunday & Saturday

Holyrood Cemetery:
March 4
10:30 am
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
February 11
10:30 am
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Misa en Espanol:
Holyrood

Febrero 18
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA 98155
Misa en Espanol:
Gethsemane,
Marzo 4
Gethsemane Cemetery
37600 Pacific Highway S.
Federal Way, WA 98003

Parish Life

(All volunteers in ministries at St John Parish/School require Safe Environment Training.)

PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Collection for week of January 29, 2017
Mail in
$ 2,841.00
Vigil Mass
$ 770.00
8:30am Mass
$ 1,334.00
10:30am Mass
$ 3,689.00
Electronic giving
$ 2,645.69
$ 11,279.69

Total Budget for 2015 –2016 Sacrificial Giving is
$712,194. Divided by 52 weeks = $13,696.04 needs
to be collected each week.

(This does NOT include restricted donations such as Holy
Day Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and donations
made to our ministries or coffee & donuts.)

Stewardship 2017!
Thank you to all who have made gifts and pledges to our
annual stewardship appeal. To date, we have received 361
pledges totaling 553,599 toward our goal of $802,000. We
are endlessly grateful for your commitment to St John Parish! If you haven't yet affirmed your active membership in
our parish, please do so, and prayerfully consider what gift
you are able to give to support our work.

Book Club News

Our next book will be a little lighter fare. Martin Marten by
Brian Doyle. We will be meeting on Thursday, February 16
at 7pm in Quigley 13.

New Scrip Schedule!

Scrip will be sold after all three masses, the Sat/Sun after the
first and third Fridays of the month, that ties in with our
school delivery on Fridays.

High School Service Opportunities:
Come with your friends!!
All events at the Ballard Community Center
Sheila Connolly, Faith Formation director, is happy to take
groups of students to the following activities. Students will
earn 4 hours of direct service for each time. Call 206-7822810 to reserve space and communicate with Sheila Connolly.
Parents' Night Out: 2/10, 3/10, 4/14, 5/12
Meet on Church Steps 5:15 and return to Church Steps at 9:30
PM
Daddy Daughter Dinner: 3/11
Set up-5 students
4 pm-11pm (7 hours of direct service) 10 students.
You need to provide your own transportation but Sheila Connolly will be the evening chaperone.
Spring Easter Egg Hunt: 4/15
9 am to 12pm. 3 hours of direct service
10 students needed.
For all events, call Sheila Connolly, 206-782-2810

This week's prayer nugget is special. It's a reflection from
Jonna Skokan about the aftermath of Joe's bicycle accident
last May. Because of its length, you can read it this on the
following pages.
If you have prayer nuggets you'd like to share with the
parish, email Bill Marty, bill@takenroad.com Thanks!

Prayer and Meditation!

Mary Ellen Weber from Seattle University will be presenting
a meditation based around Lectio Devina and the Gospel of
John for our next meditation evening on February 15. All are
welcome to join us in the Church at 7pm.
The following are the dates for the remaining meditations:
Wednesday, March 15th; Monday, April 3rd; and
Tuesday, May 9th.

CYO Volleyball Registration is Open
4th-8th Grade TeamsPractices start after basketball ends- first matches start in Mid
-February. Focus is always on fun, learning, and teamwork.
Parents: We need volleyball coaches/volunteers for all grades
-please contact John Fletcher (below) to help out. Coach
Training provided-spend quality time with your child! Bump
it Up! players especially encouraged.
Questions? Contact John Fletcher at fletchjp@aol.com

Weather Alert!! It’s that time again!

If
there is snow, ice or school has been cancelled
or delayed, due to bad weather, please stay
home.
There will be no weekday 8:30am service.

Due to concerns about bad weather
and Holy Days of Obligation
We have had several people ask about snow and ice and
Holy Days of Obligation. Father Crispin says “I will be
there for whoever can make it. People need not risk anything to attend mass when it snows though.”

Dear St. John community,
Over the years, I've met countless Syrian refugees and heard their stories. I’ve looked into their eyes, held
their children, talked to mothers and fathers as they described the lives they had before the war—and after
they were forced to flee.
I’ve seen fear of what they left behind changed to hope for tomorrow.
And I’ve seen how people like you have responded to this crisis of violent conflict for nearly 6 years—
reaching out to fleeing refugees, and providing food, shelter, living supplies and trauma counseling.
The war in Syria has killed more than 400,000 people, and has uprooted more than 11 million—half of them
children.
What do I tell children like Liane and her mother, Fadia, who fled Syria just over 3 years ago?
I tell them that there are people like you.
I tell them that people in the United States care about them. That there are women and men who practice living God’s love, extending the hands and feet of Christ to the most vulnerable. In fact, the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops reminds us of this in a statement released today.
Refugees need our help, not our hostility. Will you join us in responding to people like Liane and Fadia?
Give today to help refugees fleeing Syria and war in the Middle East.
Peace and light,
Sean L. Callahan
President and CEO
Catholic Relief Services

Donate with your smart phone.

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST PARISH
PLANNING STUDY
THIRD BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT
Jambo Rafikis,
I would like to thank everyone who has participated in our parish planning study. The response has been strong, but we are still looking for input from everyone in our community.
Completing the survey will take just a few minutes.
We hope to have all surveys completed by February 15th. You may return your survey to
the Parish office or place it in an offertory basket at any of the Masses.
You may also complete the survey online by going to steiergroup.com/survey, clicking on
St. John the Evangelist Parish and entering the password: eagles
Again, thank you for your feedback and for participating in this important effort.
Baraka ya Yesu,,

Rev. Crispin A. Okoth
Pastor

