Liturgy
The Epiphany of the Lord (Solemnity)
The star that they had seen at its rising preceded
them. (Matthew 2:9)
The Magi certainly weren’t the first to follow a star. Ancient
mariners used stars to navigate the seas. Greeks and Persians
and Egyptians saw noble stories and even future predictions
in them. Poets invoked their aid in their quest for love. But
this star was different. This star led wise sages from the East
to a humble carpenter, his wife, and . . . the Son of God.
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if a bright star could lead us to
Jesus? Life would be so much simpler, wouldn’t it? We hear
so many different voices and see so many different paths
before us—how can we ever know the right way?
Actually, God has given us something much better than a
star: the Holy Spirit, the “Spirit of truth” (John 16:13). He is
not just a distant star but God himself, living and active in
our hearts. So let’s practice learning how to hear him.
One important way is through Scripture. More than just a set
of stories and teachings, Scripture is “living and effective” (Hebrews 4:12). That means that the Spirit can take a
passage that was written thousands of years ago and bring it
to life for you. He can show you God’s love more deeply,
give you guidance, or console you in a time of trial.
Try listening to the Spirit today. Take one of the readings
from Mass, and read it slowly and prayerfully. Try to quiet
the distractions in your mind, and keep your focus on Jesus.
See if something from this passage speaks to you personally.
If it’s a good and encouraging thought, it may well be the
Holy Spirit! Remain with that thought for a while, and
watch as the Spirit opens your heart to Jesus a little bit more.
Remember, the Spirit’s goal is not to tell you how to do every little task in life. Rather, he wants to help you recognize
Jesus, even in the most unlikely places—just as the Magi
did.
“Holy Spirit, thank you for guiding me. Help me to follow
your lead today.”
Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13
Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6

Next Week’s Readings
Christmas
January 15, 2017- year—Readings A
1st Reading:
Isaiah 49:3, 5-6
From my mother’s womb, I am God’s servant.
Psalm 40 “Here am I, Lord’ I come to do your
will.”
2nd Reading:
1 Corinthians 1:1-3
Greetings to you, a holy people in Christ.
Gospel:
John 1:29-34
Behold the Lamb of God!
All of today’s readings are about the mission that
God has for those who follow God. Isaiah speaks of
being God’s servant; Saint Paul says he was called
to be an apostle; and John the Baptist, himself a
servant of God, identifies Jesus as the Son of God.
As we hear these sacred scriptures proclaimed, let
us make the refrain of the responsorial psalm our
own prayer: “Hear am I, Lord; I come to do your
will.”
January 11, 2017, 7pm
Stations of the Cross
Church

Weather Alert!! It’s that time again!

If
there is snow, ice or school has been cancelled
or delayed, due to bad weather, please stay
home.
There will be no weekday 8:30am service.

Due to concerns about bad weather
and Holy Days of Obligation
We have had several people ask about snow and ice and
Holy Days of Obligation. Father Crispin says “I will be
there for whoever can make it. People need not risk anything to attend mass when it snows though.”

Parish Life

(All volunteers in ministries at St John Parish/School require Safe Environment Training.)

PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Collection for week of January 1, 2016
Vigil Mass
$ 1,980.00
8:30am Mass
$ 2,385.00
10:30am Mass
$ 1,553.00
Electronic giving
$ 3,838.00
$ 9,756.00
Total Budget for 2015 –2016 Sacrificial Giving is
$712,194. Divided by 52 weeks = $13,696.04 needs
to be collected each week.

(This does NOT include restricted donations such as Holy
Day Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and donations
made to our ministries or coffee & donuts.)

Stewardship 2017!
Thank you to all who have made gifts and pledges to
our annual stewardship appeal. To date, we have received 260 pledges totaling $411,000 toward our goal of
$802,000. We are endlessly grateful for your commitment to St John Parish! If you haven't yet affirmed your
active membership in our parish, please do so, and
prayerfully consider what gift you are able to give to
support our work.

The Liturgy Commission

is dedicated to creating the most resourceful and effective
materials to enhance your experience of the Mass. We are
“piloting” this new version of the worship aid to see if it
fits the needs of our parishioners. Please feel free to email
Becky Kelly at bkelly@stjohnsea.org with feedback
about the new version. Did you find it useful? All comments and suggestions are welcome. The committee will
review these comments in January and February.

Patience in Prayer
One of my favorite prayers is taken from a letter written
by the French Jesuit, author, and paleontologist Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, who died in 1955. It’s a passage urging the
young recipient to be patient. “Above all,” it begins, “trust in
the slow work of God. We are quite naturally impatient in
everything to reach the end without delay.” The prayer suggests patience in all things, especially patience with yourself.
Advent is a season centered on patience. The central image of Advent, after all, is an expectant mother: Mary carrying Jesus. But this is not simply a dull wait, as you might
wait for the traffic light to turn green at an intersection. It’s a
hopeful waiting, confident that God is about to do something
exciting and that whatever God brings will be more than you
imagine.
Still, waiting can be hard. And perhaps the most difficult
thing is waiting for yourself to change. We all have an image
of who we hope to become one day: perhaps kinder, freer,
more generous. And we don’t seem to get there. Or, rather
we don’t seem to get there fast enough.
In those times I always remember an experience on a retreat. I was lamenting to my retreat director that I wasn’t
changing fast enough. I felt stuck. “Look out that window,”
he said. It was a summer’s day. “What color is that tree?”
“Green,” I said, referring to a large maple. “What color is it
in the fall?” he said. “Red,” I said. My retreat director said,
“And no one sees it change.” Trust in the slow work of God.
If you have prayer nuggets you’d like to share with the parish, email Bill Marty, bill@takenroad.com. Thanks!

Volunteer Annulment Advocate

The parish is seeking an individual or couple who would
like to serve in the capacity of volunteer annulment advocate. Advocates guide parishioners through the annulment
process. Requirements are deep compassion for those in
need, a good ear for listening, patience and kindness, ability to attend the training and updates and ability to understand complex situations, and above all, a commitment to
confidentiality. Training is provided by the Seattle Archdiocese. The next training September 13-15, 2017. If you
believe this could be your calling, please contact Father
Crispin to talk more about it.

Troubled Marriage? Hope is a Phone Call Away.
Are you struggling in your marriage? You are not alone.
Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vī) can help. For confidential
information about, or to register for our upcoming program
beginning February 10-12, 2017 call 206-706-2608 or visit
our website at www.HelpOurMarriage.com.
Who is it for?
It is for couples with strained marriages, including those in
the initial stages of distress, as well as those in a state of
hopelessness and considering divorce. While many attendees
are Catholic, married couples of all faiths are welcome.
What is the Retrouvaille program?
Retrouvaille is Catholic in origin and is endorsed by the Seattle Archdiocese. Retrouvaille is a community of volunteers
committed to helping hurting couples heal their marriages. The Retrouvaille program offers couples the opportunity
to rediscover each other and examine their lives in a new and
positive way. No matter what is causing the hurt, couples
can find healing.

MEDITATION PRAYER
SOMETHING NEW!
Parish members have been giving their ideas for different
faith formation activities. Some are springing from the Year
of Prayer. St John will be holding a series of prayer meditations in the New Year. These evenings will encourage
head, heart and body in prayer and will be led by different members of our Catholic community.
The sessions will be held in the Church from 7-8:30pm on
these dates:
Monday, January 9th; Wednesday, February 15th; Wednesday, March 15th; Monday, April 3rd; and Tuesday, May 9th.

