Liturgy
March 11, 2018
3rd Sunday of Lent
This is not from you; it is the gift of God.
Ephesians 2:8)
Paul is emphatic: we have been saved by grace, not
by our own efforts. If we could have saved ourselves, Jesus would not have had to die for our sins.
So how are we supposed to understand the interplay
between God’s grace and our efforts? First, it’s essential for us to believe, as Paul writes, that we are
saved by grace, through faith (Ephesians 2:8). Second, we need to recall Paul saying, just two verses
later, that God calls us to do “good works that God
has prepared in advance” (2:10).
Paul isn’t referring to individual acts of kindness or
service here and there. He is speaking about a way
of life. He is telling us that we, who were saved by
grace, must respond to God’s gracious gift. And the
best and only response we can have to this gracious
gift from God is to try to be just as gracious as he is
by doing charitable works of service for people in
need.
Paul goes so far as to say that our charitable works
are “prepared in advance” by God (Ephesians 2:10).
In other words, we may think that our desire to reach
out to someone in distress arose in our minds by itself when it actually came from the Holy Spirit.
God has put a desire for charitable works on everyone’s heart. But all too often people believe they are
too busy to help. Or they believe their help won’t
make much of a difference. The sad result is that
there are still many people who are not getting the
help they need.
Don’t let that happen! Resolve today to give back to
the Lord through works of service. Lent is the perfect time to visit the sick or the elderly, to give to the
poor, and to reach out to the wounded. It’s also the
perfect time to get your children or grandchildren to
join you.
“Lord, you have saved me. Now I want to serve
you.”

March 18, 2018
Next Week’s Readings
Year B
5th Sunday of Lent
1st Reading
Jeremiah 31:31-34
I will make a new covenant.
Psalm 51 “Create a clean heart in me, O God.”
2nd Reading
Hebrews 5:7-9
Christ learned obedience and became the source of
eternal salvation.
Gospel
John 12:20-33
If a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it produces much fruit.
In the first reading, Jeremiah preaches the new covenant,
when the law of the Lord is internalized and written upon the
hearts of all who believe. With a new heart, we will have
knowledge and obedience of God’s will. John describes this
knowledge and obedience in Jesus, who realizes that, like the
grain of wheat, he must die to the this world in order to produce much fruit. It is fitting then, to ask God in the responsorial psalm, “Create a clean heart in me...and a willing spirit
sustain in me.”

Parish Life
PARISH STEWARDSHIP
Collection for week of March 4, 2018
Total Budget for 2017 – 2018
Sacrificial Giving is $741,020. Divided by 52 weeks =
$13,696.04 needs to be collected each week.

Mail in
5pm Vigil
8:30am
10:30am
Electronic
Total

$ 5,425.00
$ 1,534.00
$ 4,59875
$ 2,512.78
$ 7,994.32
$ 22,064.01

(This does NOT include restricted donations such as Holy Day
Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and donations made to
our ministries or coffee & donuts.)

FYI—We are unable to process mutilated or foreign currency and
it will not be counted towards our deposit.

The parish office has raffle tickets for the
school auction! Cash prize $2500, $5.00 a
ticket. Drawing will be April 20 at 7pm.
Rachel’s Corner

Here are a few little nuggets on prayer that have been
accumulating in my notes.
I scan NewAdvent.org most days for interesting articles. Recently found a link to an article titled, "50 Wise
and Wonderful Insights from Padre Pio". The top three
are on prayer:
1) Today’s society does not pray, that is why it is falling
apart.
2) Prayer is the best weapon we possess, the key that
opens the heart of God.
3) Pray, hope and don't worry. Worry is useless. Our
Merciful Lord will listen to your prayer.
Got these two in email from Teresa Lombardi. [Thanks,
Teresa!]
4) I heard in our faith sharing group: It is hard to have
road rage when you are busy praying. Use driving time
for prayer.
5) Sometimes it is hard for me to just say a rosary. I
find myself drifting off and the words become rote instead of focused. I have found that if I pick a person and
say the next hail mary for that person, I can easily say
one decade and then the next one.

Hope and Healing After Abortion
Has it been a long time that you have been remembering past abortion
decisions or are you just now realizing that is the
case? Have you
wondered how all of that has affected you?
Come join us on a Rachel’s Vineyard™ Retreat and
find out what it is
like to lay that burden down.
April 20-22, 2018 Stanwood WA
Call Valerie: 1-800-822-HOPE (4673)
You are loved with an everlasting Love!
Project Rachel is a program of Catholic Community
Services

This last is not directly on prayer. I like basically everything I’ve ever read or heard by Peter Kreeft. I recently
found a new Kreeft video on YouTube called "The 10
Books Nobody Should Be Allowed to Die Without
Reading”. Naturally, Kreeft can’t restrain himself to
only 10 books, so his list contains 26 books, 2 in each of
13 categories. In the apologetics category, Kreeft’s first
choice is Pascal’s Pensees. The Pensees, “Thoughts”,
aren’t strictly a book. They’re a collection of scraps of
paper on which Pascal jotted short notes which he
planned to organize into a book. Pascal’s untimely death
intervened, however, and we never got the book. We got
the scraps of paper, each containing a single
thought. One might say, each containing a single nugget. When I realized that the Pensees are Pascal’s nuggets on faith, I resolved to re-read Kreeft’s edition of
Pascal’s Pensees, called “Christianity for Modern Pagans”. Join me, if you like.
If you have pensees you’d like to share with the parish,
email Bill Marty, bill@takenroad.com. Thanks!

Lent Service Project
Announcements for March 11
IMPORTANT REMINDER – THERE IS NO SUNDAY GATHERING MARCH 11th DUE TO JUNIOR HIGH RALLY/THE CONFIRMATION RETREAT.

IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT THE MARCH 18 SUNDAY GATHERING!
On Sunday, March 18, N Seattle Catholic Youth will offer one sexual abuse prevention course to your youth. In our efforts to protect
our vulnerable population, the Archdiocese of Seattle has integrated abuse prevention material into our faith formation and youth ministry curriculum in the context of teaching our youth about our Catholic faith.
To help you understand what your youth will be offered, we ask you to visit: http://www.seattlearchdiocese.org/SEP/
faithformation.aspx. This will provide you with “Parent/ Guardian Resources,” to inform you about the curriculum being used while
also making available the actual lessons.
As the guardian, you have the right to opt your child/youth out of this lesson. This announcement is to notify you of our new initiative to provide abuse prevention curriculum to our youth in Faith Formation/Youth Ministry.
This course will be offered during the regular Sunday Gathering at St. Catherine Parish: 5:00 pm for Middle School and 7:00 pm for
High School, which a meal being served at 6:15 pm. If you have any questions, please contact Kate Brown at
kate@nseattlecatholicyouth.org

Lent Service Project
N Seattle Catholic Youth is inviting students to make this Lent special. One way you can do that is by joining us as
we make sandwiches for the homeless.
Time: Wednesdays at 6:00 pm
Where: St. Catherine’s Kitchens (in Victoria Hall)
Who: Sandwiches will be delivered to St. Francis House
Sign up by going to http://nseattlecatholicyouth.org/lent
We are inviting our young people to bring spare change to our Sunday Gatherings to pay for the sandwiches
as a part of almsgiving for Lent.
Please feel free to joins us! If you have any questions, contact Kate!

YOUTH MIGRANT CAMP MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP – August 19 to 24
St. John Parish has invited members of N Seattle Catholic Youth to join their annual Youth Migrant Camp Mission Trip in Burlington, WA. This immersion mission trip opportunity is for students in grades 6-8. Students pay
for their room and board in a neighboring parish, and then spend four intense days immersed in migrant camp
life. The final cost is still being determined. Spaces are limited so please call Sheila Connolly at 206-782-2810 or
email sconnolly@stjohnsea.org if you are interested.

