Liturgy
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Get behind me, Satan. (Mark 8:33)
Try to imagine the look on Peter’s face when Jesus rebuked him. He must have gone from a beaming smile to a
forlorn frown in a split second.
Did Peter love Jesus when he said, “You are the
Christ” (Mark 8:29)? Yes! Did he love Jesus when he
urged him to avoid the cross? Yes! Peter loved Jesus with
his whole heart on both occasions, even though the first
response came from God, and the second one didn’t.
If it was hard for the great St. Peter to recognize the difference between godly truth and ungodly temptation,
what hope could there possibly be for us? Sure, there are
times when it’s not hard to spot the influence of the devil.
But what about those times when we feel we are being
sincere and honest, but we’re still wrong?
What about those times when we say something out of a
good motivation, but it ends up being the wrong thing at
the wrong time?
The first thing we need to do is admit that we don’t always get it right. We’re going to make mistakes and hurt
people, even when we have good intentions. There will
even be times, humbling though they may be, when our
good intentions end up serving devilish purposes. Praise
God for his mercy and patience!
Second, we need to know that the Holy Spirit wants to
teach us how to live. St. Paul tells us that no matter how
inscrutable the wisdom of God may be, “we have the
mind of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 2:16). This means we
really can learn how to discern spiritual things.
Over time, Peter learned how to discern God’s voice. He
learned how to sort through his intentions and be a clearer
instrument of God’s grace. We can too. Just keep telling
yourself, “I have the mind of Christ. I believe that the
Holy Spirit is my guide.” With this little statement of
faith, you can develop the gift of discernment.
“Lord, show me your ways so that I may discern your
will.”

Next Week’s Readings -Year B
September 23, 2018
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading
Wisdom 2:12, 17-20
Let us condemn him to a shameful death.
Psalm 54

“The Lord upholds my life.”

2nd Reading
James 3:16, 16-4:3
The fruit of righteousness is sown in peace for those who
cultivate peace.
Gospel
Mark 9:30-37
The Son of man is to be handed over...Whoever wishes to
be first will be the servant of all.
Saint James warns us of the danger of jealousy and selfish ambition. We see the destructive effects of these desires in the first reading, when the wicked ones plot
against the just one. Even the disciples fall to this temptation, arguing about who was the greatest among them.
Jesus ends the argument by telling them that whoever
wished to be first must make themselves the servant of
all. Let us reflect on how we can resist jealousy and
serve others as Jesus asks.

Baptisms
We will be celebrating the sacrament of Baptism of
infants at St John on the weekend of Oct 13 & 14.
Preparation classes for those who have never baptized a
child will be held in September. If you have a child under
the age of 7 who you would like to baptize, please
contact Julia Rudden at jrudden@stjohnsea.org for more
information.

Sacramental News
It's time to register for First Communion Preparation.
Forms are available in the vestibule of the church and on
our website: www.stjohnsea.org
We begin with a prayer service on Monday, September
24th, at 7pm in the church.
Catholic Cemeteries

Isaiah 50:4-9
Psalm 116:1-6, 8-9
James 2:14-18

Compline of Mercy
Please join us at Our Lady of the Lake Parish on Sunday,
September 23 at 8:30pm for Compline of Mercy. In
light of the recent events in the Catholic Church in the
U.S., Fr. Tim Clark will anoint those who have ever
suffered sexual abuse, clerical or otherwise. He will also
lead us in communal and reflective prayer asking for
God’s mercy and loving presence in the Church and
within our hearts.

We remember and give thanks at our regular
Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have died.
All are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are on
Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call: Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org
Mass in English
Holyrood Cemetery:

Misa en Espanol
Holyrood Cemetery:

September 8
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Septiembre 22
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA. 98155

Calvary Cemetery:

Gethsemane Cemetery:

September 15
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Septiembre 8
37600 Pacific Highway S.
Federal Way, WA 98003

Parish Life
PARISH STEWARDSHIP
Collection for week of September 9, 2018

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
(CLOW)

Total Budget for 2017 – 2018 = Sacrificial Giving is $741,020. Divided
by 52 weeks = $13,696.04 needs to be collected each week.

Mail in
5pm Vigil
8:30am
10:30am
Electronic
Total

$ 2,945.00
$ 1,653.00
$ 1,831.75
$ 1,902.00
$ 6,025.67
$ 14,357.42

(This does NOT include restricted
donations such as Holy Day Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and
donations made to our ministries or
coffee & donuts.)
FYI—We are unable to process mutilated or foreign currency and it will
not be counted towards our deposit.

CLOW begins October 7 at the 10:30 mass. This is a
break-out session for children from Kindergarten to 5th
grade. We gather right before the readings and return
after the homily. Children hear the readings at their
level, and we have an interactive “homily” with a great
message and some fun too.
Please contact Kristin Kent if you are interested in
getting involved in the ministry! kkent@stjohnsea.org

“Hey, Father!”
Father Gordon Douglas is a story teller. I don’t think I’ve ever
heard a Fr. Doug homily without a story, and last weekend was
no different. Well, actually it was a little different. That’s because Archbishop Sartain wrote us all a letter about the recent
events that make it embarrassing to be Catholic these days.
If you missed the Archbishop’s letter, look here:
http://bit.ly/SartainLetter
When you open your homily with something like the Archbishop’s letter, how do you follow that up? Fr. Doug followed up by
giving us a four story homily, from his heart. There’s no way I could repeat Fr. Doug’s homily and do it justice, but I’ll give you
one of the stories, and the point. It’s a story I’ve heard Fr. Doug tell before:
~~~
“How many of you remember the Kingdome? Do you remember when it opened in 1976? In May of 1976, an event drew the largest attendance ever for an event in the Kingdome, and I was there. It wasn’t a sporting event, or a rock concert. It was a church
service. It was a Billy Graham crusade. I believe Billy Graham is the real deal. By that, I mean that he’s a real man of God. (I just
wish he was Catholic.) At that crusade, he told this story about the early days of his ministry. In the first five years, his ministry
struggled. Billy Graham was a true believer, and a great orator. He could speak powerfully to large audiences. But somehow,
people just weren’t buying it, and his ministry was struggling. So one day, he was in a small town in Kansas, staying in a cheap
motel. He needed to mail a letter so he went looking for the post office. He walked up and down the streets, looking for the post
office, but not finding it. Finally, he stopped a young boy on a bicycle and asked him where to find the post office. The boy told
him. Then Billy Graham said, 'Son, I’m a preacher, and I’m holding a crusade this evening. I’ve got a big tent on the edge of
town. I hope you will come to my crusade and bring your whole family. Will you do that?’ And the boy asked, ‘What’s a crusade?’ So, Billy Graham told the boy, ‘I’m going to preach the Gospel, and tell everyone how to get to heaven.’ The boy thought
about this for a bit, and said, ‘No, we won’t be there.’ ‘Why not?’ ‘Mister, how’re you gonna find heaven? You can’t even find
the post office.’ “
Billy Graham thought about that conversation, and he said it changed his life. He realized he’d been telling people to follow Billy
Graham to get to heaven, and that was missing the point. It’s not about Billy Graham. It’s about Jesus Christ. From then on, all his
preaching was about Jesus Christ, not Billy Graham. And his ministry started to grow.
It’s the same in the Catholic church. The Catholic church isn’t about priests. It’s not about bishops. It’s not even about the Pope
(“a job I’ve applied for every time it’s been open”). It’s about Jesus Christ. The church is flawed, and it’s full of sinners. Sinners
like you and like me. We’re all broken. And there are some priests guilty of more than just personal failures. Actual
evil. Criminals. But it’s not about them. It’s about Jesus Christ. Stay in the church, like I did, for Jesus.
~~~
The church can use our prayers right now. If you have prayer nuggets you’d like to share with the parish, email Bill Marty,
bill@takenroad.com. Thanks!
P.S. “Hey, Father!” is the title of Fr. Doug’s book, published in 2001. The subtitle is “32 Stories from a Doorman in the House of
God”.

Parish Life
ALTAR SERVER TRAINING!
th

Calling all “angels” in 5th through 8
grade. Altar server trainings will be September 18, 25 and 27 at 3:05pm. Each
child needs to attend only 1 session.
Meet at the statue of Mary in the courtyard
next to the school, and plan to be done by
4:00pm. If you can’t make any of those
times, Lisette Nenninger is happy to meet with you on a
Saturday around 3:50pm for training followed by shadow
serving at 5:00pm mass. Please contact Kristin Kent in
the parish office with any questions. kkent@stjohnsea.org

Knights of Columbus Breakfast is Back!
St. John Knights of Columbus breakfast is
coming back on Sunday September 23rd
after both masses. We will be raising
money for the Broadview-Thomson K-8
Food Program. Seattle is challenged in
assisting homeless children trying to go to
school and we want to Help!
Our breakfast is by donation so give what you can.
100% of the profit goes to Broadview-Thomson

Young Adults (20 and 30 somethings)
If you are in your 20s or 30s, please come to the new
parish office (in the renovated rectory) TONIGHT
(Sunday, September 16th) at 7:00 pm for “Theology on
draft”. Meet people your age in our parish; bring
questions about the Church or your faith for discussion;
have some fun.
Questions? Contact Kristin Kent
kkent@stjohnsea.org

For September, the St. John Book Club
is reading The Sparrow by Mary Doria
Russel. It is a SciFi story of Jesuits
colonizing another planet.
For October we will be reading Revolutionary Saint:
The Theological Legacy of Oscar Romero by Michael
Lee. Blessed Oscar Romero will be canonized in October, so celebrate his legacy with us.
Dates and location TBD.
Diana M. Grusczynski
C: (206) 306-3307

7th grade students will be helping serve the breakfast.

Rachel’s Corner - Healing After Abortion
The sacrament of Confirmation for North Seattle
Deanery Youth will be celebrated in 2019 at St. Mark's
Parish and St. Catherine's Parish in early May. Date will be
determined this Fall. ALL St John teens who will be 16 by
May 2019 are invited to join!
We will host a Family Information Night on
November 13th at 7pm in Egan Hall.
Registration forms are online here:
https://nseattlecatholicyouth.org/confirm-prep-reg
Preparation classes will start in January and be hosted at
two parishes. Confirmation candidates will have their
choice of class time & location:
Option 1: St. Mark's Parish, Tuesdays at 7 pm to 8:30 pm
Option 2: Our Lady of the Lake Parish, Saturday mornings
(exact time TBA).

“Be ashamed when you sin, don't be ashamed when you
repent. To repent means to have a change of heart and
mind. It is not simply a feeling of sorrow, but a psycho/
spiritual growth away from evil/death and a turning to
God/life. Sin is the wound, repentance is the medicine.
Sin is followed by shame; repentance is followed by
boldness. Boldness means to beg God for undeserved
mercy.” - St John Chrysostom- feast day Aug 13
Is your heart begging God for His mercy as it yearns for
His forgiveness and reconciliation with Him? Repentance is the first step. Don’t let shame get in the way.
Join us on a Rachel’s Vineyard™ Retreat and climb into
His merciful embrace.
October 26-28, en Español
November 9-11, in English
Call Aleah : 1-800-822-HOPE (4673)
www.ccsww.org/projectrachel
Project Rachel is a program of Catholic Community Services.

You are loved with an everlasting Love!

