Liturgy
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Samuel ran to Eli and said, “Here I
am.” (1 Samuel 3:5)
Learning to hear God’s voice isn’t always easy. Just ask
Samuel. But this story has three pieces of encouraging
news for all of us.
First, it’s okay to struggle and get it wrong. Samuel occasionally missed God’s voice as well, even years after
this event (1 Samuel 16:7). We’re all still learning how
to tune into the Spirit.
Second, God was very patient with Samuel, even when
he didn’t catch on immediately. The Lord is patient
with us too. He keeps sending messages our way, even
though he knows we will likely miss some of them in
the commotion of life.
Finally, the last bit of news might come as a surprise.
You’re probably hearing from the Lord already; you
just may not realize it yet.
Here’s something to consider: why did Samuel run to
Eli when God called him? Perhaps God’s voice sounded
more “natural” than he presumed, so he looked for a
natural source. Imagine how thrilled Samuel must have
been to discover that it was God calling him all along.
The same is true for us. God doesn’t usually speak to us
with an audible voice. Rather, he often chooses natural
means, including our consciences and our imaginations. Sometimes our thoughts and feelings—even
mental images we see—have their source in God.
Keep that in mind as you go to Mass today. If you feel
your heart being moved—even if it’s by only one phrase
from the homily—don’t chalk it up to your own emotion. Take note. It could be the Spirit stirring within
you. If a thought flashes across your mind like “That
person seems anxious,” it could be that the Lord is asking you to comfort them. Likewise, if the name of a
coworker pops into your mind during the prayers of the
faithful, you might take that as a cue to pray for them.
As you keep leaning into him, trust that the Lord will
give you ears to hear his voice.
“Lord, I’m honored that you speak to me. Help me to
tune into what you’re saying.”
Psalm 40:2, 4, 7-10
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Next Week’s Readings
Year B
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading
Jonah 3:1-5, 10
The Ninevites turned from their evil way.
Psalm 25“Teach me your ways, O Lord.”
2nd Reading
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
The world in its present form is passing away.
Gospel
Mark 1:14-20
“Repent and believe in the Gospel.”
There is an urgency in today’s readings. Nineveh will be
destroyed if the people do not repent within forty days. Saint
Paul tells the Christian community in Corinth that “time is
running out.” Jesus proclaims, “ ‘This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand.’ ” Deadlines can inspire us to action. As we listen to the readings today, imagine how the folks addressed by Jonah, Paul, and Jesus responded to this urgency.

Wednesday
Stations of the Cross

will be on hold
until after Lent.
The stations of the Cross will
be on Fridays.

Catholic Cemeteries

We remember and give thanks at our regular
Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have died.
All are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are
on Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org

Mass in English

Misa en Espanol

Holyrood Cemetery:
February 3
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Holyrood Cemetery:
January 20
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA. 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
February 10
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Gethsemane Cemetery:
February 3
37600 Pacific Highway S.
Federal Way, WA 98003

Parish Life
PARISH STEWARDSHIP

Collection for week of January 14, 2018
Mail in
$ 8,942.00
$ 1,311.00
5pm Vigil
$ 2,360.00
8:30am
$ 2,190.00
10:30am
$ 8,330.97
Electronic
$ 23,133.97
Total
Total Budget for 2017 – 2018 Sacrificial Giving is
$741,020. Divided by 52 weeks = $13,696.04 needs
to be collected each week.
(This does NOT include restricted donations such as
Holy Day Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and
donations made to our ministries or coffee & donuts.)
FYI—We are unable to process mutilated or foreign currency and it will not be counted towards
our deposit.

Golden Fellowship Potluck,
January 25th,
Grace will be said at noon!

March for Life Olympia

Washington State Capitol
416 Sid Snyder Ave SW
Olympia, Washington 98504
United States
Start Date: Jan. 22nd, 2018
Mass for Life: 9:30am @ St. Martins University, Lacey
Start Time for March: 12:00pm - End Time: 3:00pm
Washington State March for Life.
We will be gathering at the state capitol in
Olympia at Noon,
as we have for the last 40 years!
We remember the past as we
COMMEMORATE the anniversary of
Roe vs. Wade, January 22, 1973. We FOCUS on what
we can do right now to help women and babies in crisis.
And, we look with HOPE to the future
when abortion will be unthinkable for all!
If anyone would like to participate and wants to car/
van pool to Lacey and Olympia, they should please
contact either:

Olga: salatorra@yahoo.com
Talia: talia_cynthia_g@hotmail.com

My daughter Laura gave me a copy of To Light a Fire on
the Earth: Proclaiming the Gospel in a Secular Age for
Christmas. It’s all about the belief system of Bishop Robert Barron, probably the best known living Catholic evangelist. In a chapter on “Prayer and the Supernatural”, I
found this nugget about the need for speaking with honesty
when we pray:
Too often, Barron believes, people think prayer is about
reciting “a bunch of pious language.” Such language certainly is important, he says, but if prayer is a conversation
between friends, then it has to be open and honest, including the anger and disappointment all of us feel sometimes.
He tells a story to illustrate the point.
“There was this lady who spent a long time in a Catholic
hospital while her husband was dying, going through
months and months of agony,” he says. “Finally she goes
outside and sees a statue of Mary. She starts picking up
clots of dirt and throwing them at the statue in a rage. Security sees what’s happening and starts to pull her back,
but the hospital chaplain comes out and says, ‘Don’t stop
her...she's praying.’”
If you have prayer nuggets you’d like to share with the
parish, email Bill Marty, bill@takenroad.com.

The St. John book club will be reading selected short

stories of Flannery O'Connor - "A Good Man is Hard to
Find", "Everything that Rises Must Converge", and "A Temple of the Holy Ghost". We hope that you will decide to read
a few more of her short stories and join us for a lively discussion on February 22nd at 7:00 PM. We will be meeting at
Diana Grusczynski's home just a block from St. John at 510
North 80th Street.

Putting Jesus in the Center of Your Overwhelming Life
Homework, tests, chores, practice, friends, family — you have a lot on
your plate! Teens like you are busy, and sometimes it can be overwhelming. N Seattle Catholic Youth wants to help!
Join us as we talk about what’s stressing you out, give some tools to manage your stress, and most importantly, share how you can be a saint in the
middle of the everyday stress of life!
Sundays:
January 21 to February 11 at St. Catherine Parish
814 NE 85th Street
Middle School: 5:00 pm
Fellowship Meal: 6:15 pm
High School: 7:00 pm
For more information, to go https://nseattlecatholicyouth.org/ or contact
Kate Brown, Youth Ministry Director at kate@nseattlecatholicyouth.org
or 206-488-5970.
CONFIRMATION 2018 – REGISTRATION DEADLINE
JANUARY 21:
Confirmation Prep Sessions start the week of January 21:
St. Mark’s on Tuesday, January 23 at 7:00 pm
St. John’s on Saturday, January 27 at 10:00 am
Register online by going to https://nseattlecatholicyouth.org/register-forconfirmation-prep. If you have any questions, please contact Kate Brown
at kate@nseattlecatholicyouth.org or 206-488-5970.

St John the Evangelist Parish
New Parish Directory
We would like more families to be a part of our Parish Directory.
To make this happen we will be holding additional photography sessions
the weekend of February 9-11.
There is no obligation to buy and you get a free 8 x 10 photo!
Call the Parish office today to schedule your session!
206-782-2810
Questions: Contact Sheila Marty at smarty@stjohnsea.org or 206-782-2810
We will also need volunteers to greet families and help them sign in.
If you would like to help contact
Mary Wiseman at mwiseman@stjohnsea.org or 206-782-2810.

