Liturgy
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

He . . . broke down the dividing wall of enmity.
(Ephesians 2:14)
In almost poetic language, St. Paul invites the Ephesians
to marvel at the unity they are experiencing. Many of
them were Gentiles, people who looked down on the
Jews almost as much as the Jews looked down on them.
And yet here they were worshipping Jesus—alongside of
Jewish brothers and sisters! Through Christ, the centuries
-old wall dividing them had been broken down, leaving
only a bond of love.
But this wasn’t the only time when Jesus brought Jews
and Gentiles together. Probably the most important one
happened about thirty years earlier, on the first Good Friday. That’s when “Herod and Pontius Pilate, together
with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel,” overcame
their differences . . . so that they could put Jesus to death
(Acts 4:27). Of course, not everyone was in on the plot,
but many were united in their hatred of Jesus.
Isn’t it amazing how Jesus can take something horrible
and make it a source of blessing? The devil had created a
false and feeble unity in order to eliminate Jesus, but his
plan backfired. This mock unity brought about the true
unity that the Ephesians—and Christians everywhere
else—were now enjoying. Where once there was Gentile
versus Jew, slave versus free, and woman versus man,
now there were only brothers and sisters witnessing to the
Spirit’s power to heal ancient divisions.
If Jesus can overcome centuries of division between Jews
and Gentiles, surely he can heal the divisions in our lives.
It may not happen overnight or in the way we expect, but
it can happen—especially if we work toward it ourselves.
So take one relationship today, whether you need to offer
forgiveness, let go of resentment, or ask for forgiveness,
and see what you can do to break down the walls. It
won’t happen overnight—just as it took time for the early
Church. But if you persevere, it will happen.
“Come, Lord, and heal every division and wounded
relationship.”
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Psalm 23:1-6
Mark 6:30-34

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

July 29, 2018
Next Week’s Readings -Year B
1st Reading
2 Kings 4:42-44
They shall eat and there shall be some left over.
Psalm 145 “The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers
all our needs.”
2nd Reading
Ephesians 4:1-6
One body, one Lord, one faith, one baptism
Gospel
John 6:1-15
He distributed as much as they wanted to those who were
reclining.
From now until the end of August, the Gospel will be a
selection from a single chapter of John —the chapter in
which Jesus feeding thousands by multiplying the loaves
and fish, but we begin today with Elisha, a “man of
God,” who feeds a hundred people with twenty small
loaves. Listening to the readings today, note all the acts
of generosity.

Catholic Cemeteries

We remember and give thanks at our regular

Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have died.
All are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are on
Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call: Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org

The next Devotion of the Stations of the Cross
will be August 15, at 7pm in the church. Contact
Jim Russell at russelljim12@gmail.com
for more information.

Mass in English
Holyrood Cemetery:

Misa en Espanol
Holyrood Cemetery:

Calvary Cemetery:

Gethsemane Cemetery:

August 4
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155
August 11
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Agosta 18
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA. 98155

Agosta 4
37600 Pacific Highway S.
Federal Way, WA 98003

Parish Life
PARISH STEWARDSHIP
Collection for week of July 1, 2018
Total Budget for 2017 – 2018
Sacrificial Giving is $741,020. Divided by 52 weeks =
$13,696.04 needs to be collected each week.

Mail in
5pm Vigil
8:30am
10:30am
Electronic
Total

$ 3,707.00
$ 1,083.00
$ 2,500.00
$ 1,586.00
$ 5,809.75
$ 14,686.10

(This does NOT include restricted donations such as Holy Day
Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and donations made to our
ministries or coffee & donuts.)

FYI—We are unable to process mutilated or foreign currency and it
will not be counted towards our deposit.

The St. John Book Club is reading
Our Lady of the Lost and Found
by Diane Schoemperlen.
Nancy Busch Allen will be hosting the
next book club meeting
at 7pm, July 24th at her home 6526 1st Ave NW.
Thank you Nancy for hosting.

We have a bit of a smorgasbord this week:
"I wouldn't be surprised if Jesus, when we meet him face to
face, opens the books and allows us to see the good things
from our lives with a greater clarity."
[A quote from C. S. Lewis, found in Shadowlands and
Songs of Light by Kevin Ott, via Teresa Lombardi. Thanks, Teresa.]
"Billy Graham died on 21 February 2018 at the age of
ninety-nine. As a messenger of God, he had planned his
own funeral very carefully to be a call for people to put
their faith in Jesus.
He had said beforehand, ‘Someday you will read or hear
that Billy Graham is dead. Don’t believe a word of it. I
shall be more alive than I am now. I will just have changed
my address. I will have gone into the presence of God.’ "
[From Nicky Gumbel's commentary on the Bible in One
Year readings for March 27, 2018. Thanks, Nicky.]
I just recently read this in Ephesians 4:26 "In your anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down
while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold.
I was reminded, again, how much of the wisdom of our
culture is Biblical wisdom. Want to grow in wisdom? Read your Bible.
If you have prayer or Bible nuggets you'd like to share
with the parish, email Bill Marty,
bill@takenroad.com. Thanks!

Want to know more about your faith?

Are you or a friend or family member interested in learning
more about the Catholic Faith? Here at St John, we'll be
meeting on the second Wednesday of each month to discuss
the Catholic Faith and what it means to join the Catholic
Church. Join us on Wednesday July 11th, at 7pm. We'll
meet in the courtyard between the church and school, with
meetings moving to the Rectory once construction is complete. Contact the parish office for more information.

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL!!
The good news is we have received pledges/gifts from 222 households for a total of $87,019.60! But it
means there are still many more households that have not yet responded. Help us reach our goal of
$100,355. It's not too late for you to give!

