Liturgy
Sunday, July 8, 2018
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
A thorn in the flesh . . . (2 Corinthians 12:7)
Many theologians have guessed as to what Paul was referring to. Some say it was something physical like a
chronic eye problem, migraines, or a speech impediment.
Some say Paul was talking about temptations from the
devil. Still others say Paul was referring to those “false
apostles” who do a “great deal of harm” (2 Corinthians
11:13; 2 Timothy 4:14). Whatever it was, this “thorn”
caused Paul a great deal of distress.
Now, compared to last Sunday’s Gospel, which told us
that Jesus heals people who have faith in him, today’s
reading tells us that even people who have great faith are
not always healed. Paul had great faith, and he begged the
Lord to deliver him, but the thorn remained.
Let this sink in for a moment: Paul the miracle worker, a
man through whom people were healed just by touching
his clothes, was himself not healed (Acts 19:12). Clearly,
healing is a mystery that we cannot fully understand.
But here is what we can understand: God, our heavenly
Father, knows us intimately (Jeremiah 1:5). He knows
why Paul was not healed of this thorn. He knows why
Francis of Assisi was not healed of his eye disease. He
knows why some of our loved ones continue to suffer as
well.
God knows all of the thorns in our lives—spiritual, emotional, and physical—and he knows the plans he has for
our lives. In many cases, we won’t find the answers to
these mysteries until we are united with the Lord in heaven. But that doesn’t mean we should lose our faith. If anything, these mysteries should deepen it! Sometimes, the
only answer is to pray for courage, resiliency, and steadfastness. Sometimes, the only answer we have is to trust
God and have faith in “what we do not see”
(Hebrews 11:1).
This is exactly what Paul did. He trusted that God’s grace
would be sufficient for him. And it was sufficient—just
as it can be for all of us.
“Lord, help me to deal with the thorns in my life. Jesus, I
surrender them to you.”
Ezekiel 2:2-5
Psalm 123:1-4
Mark 6:1-6

The next Devotion of the Stations of the Cross
will be July 11, at 7pm in the church. Contact
Jim Russell at russelljim12@gmail.com
for more information.

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 15, 2018
Next Week’s Readings -Year B
1st Reading
Amos 7:12-15
Go, prophesy to my people.
Psalm 85“Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us
your salvation.”
2nd Reading
Ephesians 1:3-14
God chose us in Christ, before the foundation of the
world.
Gospel
Mark 6:7-13
He began to send them out.
The missionary life is a difficult life. God sent Amos on a
mission to Bethel, where he was told to go home and
never come back. Jesus told his disciples to journey without food, without possessions, without money, without
even a change of clothes. But in between we hear Saint
Paul, probably the foremost Christian missionary, blessing God for all that God has done for us. We are still always a missionary people, facing hardships but knowing
the richness of God’s grace.

Women’s Recollection

Our next Evening of Recollection for Women will be
on Thursday, July 26, 2018 (7:00 - 9:00 pm.) The recollection will be held at St. Pius X Catholic Church,
22209 58th Avenue W, Mountlake Terrace, WA 98043.
**Confession starts at 6:30 p.m., before the recollection.
THERE WILL BE NO RECOLLECTION IN
AUGUST.

Catholic Cemeteries

We remember and give thanks at our regular

Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have died.
All are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are on
Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call: Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org
Mass in English
Holyrood Cemetery:

Misa en Espanol
Holyrood Cemetery:

Calvary Cemetery:

Gethsemane Cemetery:

August 4
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155
July 14
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Julio 21
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA. 98155

Agosta 4
37600 Pacific Highway S.
Federal Way, WA 98003

Parish Life
PARISH STEWARDSHIP
Collection for week of July 1, 2018
Total Budget for 2017 – 2018
Sacrificial Giving is $741,020. Divided by 52 weeks =
$13,696.04 needs to be collected each week.

Mail in
5pm Vigil
8:30am
10:30am
Electronic
Total

$ 3,707.00
$ 1,083.00
$ 2,500.00
$ 1,586.00
$ 5,809.75
$ 14,686.10

(This does NOT include restricted donations such as Holy Day
Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and donations made to our
ministries or coffee & donuts.)

FYI—We are unable to process mutilated or foreign currency and it
will not be counted towards our deposit.

The St. John Book Club is reading
Our Lady of the Lost and Found
by Diane Schoemperlen.
Nancy Busch Allen will be hosting the
next book club meeting
at 7pm, July 24th at her home 6526 1st Ave NW.
Thank you Nancy for hosting.

Want to know more about your faith?

Are you or a friend or family member interested in learning
more about the Catholic Faith? Here at St John, we'll be
meeting on the second Wednesday of each month to discuss
the Catholic Faith and what it means to join the Catholic
Church. Join us on Wednesday July 11th, at 7pm. We'll
meet in the courtyard between the church and school, with
meetings moving to the Rectory once construction is complete. Contact the parish office for more information.

A New Serenity Prayer
God, grant me the serenity
to accept the people I cannot change,
which is pretty much everyone,
since I’m clearly not you, God.
At least not the last time I checked.
And while you’re at it, God,
please give me the courage
to change what I need to change about myself,
which is frankly a lot, since, once again,
I’m not you, which means I’m not perfect.
It’s better for me to focus on changing myself
than to worry about changing other people,
who, as you’ll no doubt remember me saying,
I can’t change anyway.
Finally, give me the wisdom to just shut up
whenever I think that I’m clearly smarter
than everyone else in the room,
that no one knows what they’re talking about except
me, or that I alone have all the answers.
Basically, God, grant me the wisdom
to remember that I’m not you.
Amen.
[James Martin, SJ, via Marilyn Wittenmyer.
Thanks, Marilyn.]
If you have prayer nuggets you’d like to share with
the parish, email Bill Marty,
bill@takenroad.com. Thanks!

Soccer Registration ends August 5th- Want to

secure your child’s winning season with CYO?
Register by August 5th to guarantee a roster-spot.
Registrations after August 5th will be subject to team
availability. CYO is open to all parish and school
families. Create/log into SportsPilot today from the
link on our St. Johns CYO, Website:

https://st-johnschool.org/student-activities/athletics-2/

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL!!
The good news is we have received pledges/gifts from 222 households for a total of $87,019.60! But it
means there are still many more households that have not yet responded. Help us reach our goal of
$100,355. It's not too late for you to give!

