Saint John the Evangelist Church
MISSION STATEMENT
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the people of
St. John the Evangelist Parish are called to embrace
the Church’s mission of proclaiming the Good News
of salvation through Jesus Christ for all. Our witness
to the presence of God and our reaching out to
others allow us to deepen our relationship with God.
We accomplish this through our worship together,
especially in the celebration of the Eucharist;
through ongoing faith development for all people of
all ages and life situations; through the performance
of good works; and through responsible stewardship
by which we care for the gifts given to us by our God.

September 1, 2019
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ancient wisdom insists that the more humble we are, the greater we are.
Sirach 3:17-18

106 N 79th St. Seattle, WA 98103
206-782-2810
www.stjohnsea.org

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

September 2

September 3

September 4

September 5

8:30 am Mass

8:30 am Mass

8:30 am Mass

Labor Day

Parish Office
closed

School starts

MASS TIMES
Saturday: Vigil Mass 5 pm
Sunday: 8:30 am & 10:30 am
Monday through Friday, & 1st Saturdays:
Mass or Morning Prayer 8:30 am
Thursday: Ador ation 9 am to 11am
RECONCILIATION
Reconciliation schedule: 2nd & 4th Saturdays
of the month, in the vestibule Reconciliation
Chapel 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm
PARISH OFFICE
106 North 79th St Seattle, WA 98103
Phone: 206-782-2810
Fax: 206-782-0242
Confidential Fax: 206-770-6494
Pastoral Emergency: 206-300-0972
www.stjohnsea.org
Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
8:00 am to 12:00 pm & 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm
SCHOOL OFFICE
120 North 79th St Seattle, WA 98103
Phone: 206-783-0337
Fax: 206-782-0242
Confidential Fax: 206-770-6494
Extended Day Care: 206-782-9915
Development: 206-783-0337 ext. 323
Auction: 206-783-7663
www.st-johnschool.org
School Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Extended Day Care:
Monday-Friday 7:00 am to 6:30 pm

September 1, 2019
Friday

Saturday

September 6
September 7
First Friday
First Saturday
8:30 am Morning 8:30 am Morning 8:00 am Rosary
Prayer
Prayer
8:30 am Mass
9:00 - 11:00 am
Adoration of the
Blessed
Sacrament
for the repose of
the soul of
Bernadette Turner

for Saint George

Sunday
September 8
8:30 am Mass
10:15 am
Nursery
10:30 am Mass
CLOW

5 pm Vigil Mass

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW):
Most Sundays: Sept 8th through May during 10:30 Mass.
Children ages 5-10 are invited to attend.
Preschool Sunday School:
For children age 4 and 5 star ts October 6th. It has been on br eak
for the summer.
10:30am Nursery: The nursery is in Extended Day Care (XDC)
which is located in the Quigley building.
Children ages 8 months - 3 years are welcome. Nursery is free.
*NOTE for the above programs:
No sessions on holiday weekends or school breaks.
For more information or questions contact Kristin Kent in the
parish office, ext. 352 or by email: kkent@stjohnsea.org
FAITH FORMATION & SACRAMENTS
For information on these programs contact Julia Rudden,
Director of Sacramental Preparation: jrudden@stjohnsea.org
Infant Baptism
Baptism dates: October 19-20, 2019

Sacrament of Matrimony
Couples should contact parish office 6-8 months ahead of time.
Our Church and Sacraments
Are you interested in learning more about the Catholic Church?
Are you someone who was baptized as an infant but did not
receive any other sacraments? We meet on the second Wednesday
of each month at 7pm to answer questions you might have.
Parish Advocate for Annulments
For parishioners seeking a marriage annulment, please contact the
parish office or email: annulment@stjohnsea.org

Rev. Crispin A. Okoth, Pastor
Bernadette O'Leary, Principal
Dani D'Amelio, PA for Administration
Mary Wiseman, Director of Parish Development
Dr. Twila McDonell, Director of Liturgical Music
Julia Rudden, Director of Sacramental Preparation
Kristin Kent, Coordinator of Evangelization and Faith Formation
Sheila Marty, Administrative Assistant
KC Nordquist, Parish Office Administrative Assistant

Extension 314
Extension 310
Extension 313
Extension 355
360-920-8866
Extension 308
Extension 352
Extension 358
Extension 300

frcrispin@stjohnsea.org
boleary@st-johnschool.org
ddamelio@stjohnsea.org
mwiseman@stjohnsea.org
music@stjohnsea.org
jrudden@stjohnsea.org
kkent@stjohnsea.org
smarty@stjohnsea.org
knordquist@stjohnsea.org

Liturgy
REFLECTION

Readings for Sunday, September 8
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Doesn’t it seem as if Jesus is giving his fellow dinner guests
etiquette lessons here? He’s telling them whom to invite and
whom not to invite to their parties. He’s advising them on
how to choose a seat at the table. He’s even showing them
how to avoid the embarrassment of having the host move
them to a lesser place!

First Reading
Wisdom 9:13–18b
Our choices in life are timid compared to God’s choices
for us.

When you hold a banquet . . . (Luke 14:13)

But Jesus is doing something more important than teaching
good manners. He is challenging his listeners—and us—to
move beyond the safe circles we tend to build for ourselves.
We are all familiar with the gatherings Jesus describes in this
passage: parties filled with “friends . . . brothers . . .
relatives . . . wealthy neighbors” (Luke 14:12). They’re cozy.
They’re comfortable. And they create a closed loop. There is
no room for people who are different from us, especially the
poor or anyone who might make us feel uncomfortable
(14:13).
Of course, there’s nothing wrong with family meals or
neighborhood gatherings. Jesus loves seeing us come
together and enjoy each other’s company. He even promised
to be with us when “two or three are gathered” in his name
(Matthew 18:20)! The problem comes when this is the only
kind of interaction we have. He doesn’t want to see us
trapped in the same closed loop that ensnared the people in
today’s Gospel.
Jesus isn’t expecting you to throw open your doors and host
a meal for any and all takers. But he is asking you to stretch
out your hand a little more to the “poor” people around you.
It could be a family from your parish or neighborhood who is
struggling through unemployment. It could even be a
wealthy neighbor who, now retired, lives alone and whose
family never visits. You don’t even have to share a meal. All
Jesus is asking for is your willingness to give without
expecting anything in return. It’s what he does for you; now
he is asking you to do the same.
“Lord, help me to reach beyond my circle of comfort to
touch the lonely and needy around me.”
Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29, Psalm 68:4-7, 10-11, Hebrews 12:18-19,
22-24

From wau.org/meditation

VOLUNTEER LITURGICAL OPPORTUNITIES

Psalm 90
“In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.”
Second Reading
Philemon 9–10, 12–17
Paul baptizes a slave and then expects the slave’s master
to accept the slave as a brother.

Gospel
Luke 14:25–33
Do you want to be a disciple? Renounce everything else,
with no reservations, no regrets.
True humility requires that we acknowledge our
weaknesses, our imperfections, our humanness. We are
not more important than our neighbor. Sirach offers this
as a lesson to guide the listener. Jesus tries to teach this to
the Pharisees in the Gospel we hear today. Humility
begets generosity, as it recognizes the value in our
neighbor, especially those who are put down. True
generosity is shown when giving to those who cannot
repay.

It’s time to register for
First Communion!
If you didn’t receive the form for first
communion, please go to our website for the registration
form or grab one from the literature holder in the church
vestibule. Our program starts with a prayer service in the
church on Monday September 30th, at 7pm. Questions?
Contact Julia Rudden at jrudden@stjohnsea.org
Opportunity for Prayer
On the first Saturday of each month, there is mass at 8:30
am for those who want to pray. Mass is preceded by
praying the Rosary at 8 am. Please join us in this special
observation on Saturday, September 7th, in the chapel
(enter by the side doors.) Pray in community as part of
this intimate and faith-filled celebration.

All ministries at St John Parish/
If you are interested in learning more about any of St John’s liturgical ministries,
School
require Safe Environment
or you would like to volunteer, please contact a ministry lead.
training.
Please contact Sheila
Ushers: J oe Sullivan—joe.sullivan1020@gmail.com
Marty
at
206-782-2810
ext 358 or
Sacristans: Patty Mayhle—mpjmayhle@msn.com
email:
smarty@stjohnsea.org
Lectors: Suzanna Litwin—425-765-6209 or email zannabanana@live.com
Environment/Decorating: call the par ish office— 206-782-2810
Eucharistic Ministers: J oanne J epson—206-782-9329 or josiemj51@yahoo.com
Children’s Liturgies: Kr istin Kent—206-782-2810 ext. 352 or kkent@stjohnsea.org
Music: Dr . Twila McDonell—Director of Liturgical Music music@stjohnsea.org
Homebound Ministry: Lor etta Fletcher —206-784-3529 or Marion Johnson– 206-782-5084
Altar Servers: Lisette Nenninger —lisette@alum.mit.edu or Laur a Root Pelfr y- rootpelfrey@live.com
St Vincent de Paul—Paul Litwin at paul@thelitwins.com

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
Collection for week of August 25, 2019
Total Sacrificial Giving Budget for 2018–19 is $816,642.00.
This means we need a weekly collection of $15,704.65.

Mail in
5pm Vigil
8:30am
10:30am
Electronic
Total

$
$
$
$
$
$

2,832.00
740.00
1,580.00
1,476.00
3,596.50
10,224.50

This does NOT include
restricted donations such as
Holy Day Collections,
(Christmas and Easter), and
donations made to our
ministries or coffee & donuts.

In the Gospel today, Jesus warns us
not to give in to hopes of
repayment, but to give openhandedly to the poor and needy.
That sort of giving mirrors the bountiful giving of God,
and Jesus assures us it is blessed indeed!

Electronic Giving @ St John!
You can donate from your Smart phone.
St John the Evangelist has a mobile version
of our online giving page to make it easy for
you to give anytime from your Smart phone.
Simply scan the image you see here using your phone’s
QR code reader or go to: www.stjohnsea.org and locate
the online giving page. Or enter: bit.ly/DonateStJohn in
your web browser.

If you are enjoying the Saint of the
month column, check out the
Lending Library in the vestibule of
the church. We have quite a few
books on the Saints.

Questions About the Catholic Faith?
Seeking Answers About the Church?
Our Door is Open!
Here at St John we meet once a month, on the second
Wednesday, with those interested in learning more
about Catholicism, about our church, and about our faith.
The meetings are casual with plenty of time for
questions and discussion, and are open to all!
The next meeting is Wednesday, September 11th, at
7 pm in the Admin Building.
Check out our website for more information about
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
bit.ly/BecomeCatholic
Questions? Julia Rudden: jrudden@stjohnsea.org

One of the counter-intuitive truths of our faith is that we
don’t actually know what will make us happy. God does,
of course, and tries to tell us. Psalm 119 is an extended
hymn of praise to God’s law. My psalter includes this in
the reflection on Psalm 119:
We tend to view God’s law as inhibiting human flourishing. C. S. Lewis helps us in his words to a friend in a 1933
letter: “God not only understands but shares the desire
which is at the root of all my evil — the desire for complete
and ecstatic happiness. He made me for no other purpose
than to enjoy it. But He knows, and I do not, how such
happiness can be really and permanently attained.” This is
why God has given us his law — to guide us into full
happiness as we trust and follow him. Lewis goes on to
say:
“I think we may be quite rid of the old haunting suspicion
(it raises its head in every temptation) that there is
something else than God — some other country into which
He forbids us to trespass — some kind of delight which He
'doesn’t appreciate' or just chooses to forbid, but which
would be real delight if only we were allowed to get in. The
thing just isn’t there. Whatever we desire is either what
God is trying to give us as quickly as He can, or else a false
picture of what He is trying to give us — a false picture
which would not attract us for a moment if we saw the real
thing.”
[Crossway ESV Devotional Psalter, reflection on Psalm
119]

If you have nuggets you’d like to share, email Bill Marty,
bill@prayernugget.org. Thank you!

St John’s Book Club
Our next book is Helena by Evelyn Waugh.
Based on the life of St. Helena, mother of
the Emperor Constantine and finder of the
true cross, this spiritual adventure brings to life the
political intrigues of ancient Rome and the early years of
Christianity. We will meet September 15th at 7 pm in the
Admin building.

www.goodreads.com/book/show/30938.Helena
Rose Lindberg, longtime parishioner at St. John
the Evangelist, passed away on August 24, 2019.
A memorial service will be held at EvergreenWashelli funeral home on Saturday, September
7th, at 10 am with reception to follow. The
following link goes to her online memorial:
https://tinyurl.com/y3sflvmd

Laudato Si in Action
Water, the Source of Life
MIDDLE SCHOOL PARENTS:
Youth Group is coming back to St. John next year. We
need a core group of volunteers to give a few hours a
month to make this an excellent experience for our Middle
Schoolers. Please get involved! Email
kkent@stjohnsea.org if you ar e inter ested in any way!
CLOW: Childr en’s Liturgy of the Word begins
September 8! This wonderful program is for children
from K to 5th grade. It starts when Father calls the kids up
to the altar at 10:30 mass and finishes 20 minutes later,
when the kids come back for Communion. Please come to
10:30 mass so your kids can participate! And let us know
if you’re interested in helping. This ministry is fun,
rewarding, inspiring and educational. What could be
better? Contact Kristin Kent at kkent@stjohnsea.org
Preschool Sunday School begins October 6! This
program is for 4 and 5 year olds. It is run by the wonderful
Shawna Calhoun, who has been involved in this ministry
for many years. Your 4 and 5 year old children can spend
the entirety of 10:30 mass having fun and learning a bit
about faith.
Sunday School takes place in the XDC space – on the
parking lot side of the Quigley Building. You can contact
Kristin Kent for a registration form (kkent@stjohnsea.org)
or just bring your child directly to the room on October
6. Your child gets to have fun, and you get to have a
peaceful, inspiring time at mass.
The Saint Francis of Assisi Ministry
will meet next at 7 pm on Monday,
September 9. Our group meets monthly to
discuss and share our concerns regarding
the environment, climate change, and the
treatment of animals. All are welcome!
More information about the group and
where to get a copy of Laudato Si can be
found at our website at saintfrancisseattle.wordpress.com.

Homebound Ministry

Do you have a family member or
neighbor in or from our parish who
would like to stay in touch with the St.
John community? In addition to taking
Communion to these people we would like to reach out
with a phone call or greeting card to say hello and that we
are thinking about them. We also need volunteers. Please
contact Loretta Fletcher at (206)784-3529 or
Marion Johnson at (206)782-5084 if you would be
interested, or if you know of someone who might enjoy
this type of outreach.

I think we can all agree that water is
essential to life; without it, the vast majority of life will
perish, including people. Pope Francis writes
specifically about water in Laudato Si:
...as the quality of available water is constantly
diminishing, in some places there is a growing tendency,
despite its scarcity, to privatize this resource, turning it
into a commodity subject to the laws of the market. Yet
access to safe drinkable water is a basic and universal
human right, since it is essential to human survival and,
as such, is a condition for the exercise of other human
rights.
But access to clean, disease-free, drinkable water is not
assured for a sizable percentage of the world’s
population. According to the World Health Organization:






785 million people lack even a basic drinking-water
service.
Globally, at least 2 billion people use a drinking
water source contaminated with feces.
Contaminated water can transmit diseases such as
diarrhea, cholera, dysentery, typhoid, and polio.
Contaminated drinking water is estimated to cause
485,000 diarrheal deaths each year.
By 2025, half of the world’s population will be
living in water-stressed areas.

What can you do to help ensure access to clean water for
all? You can start by conserving water usage: fixing
leaks, purchasing water-efficient appliances and toilets,
taking shorter showers, turning the water off when brushing your teeth, bringing tap water when you go out rather
than purchasing bottled water, washing your car less
often, and reducing the watering of your lawn, if you
have one.
Secondly, you can consider water usage when purchasing
food and clothing. The manufacturing of jeans and other
clothing uses a large amount of water. And the
production of meat takes a lot more water than plants, so
eating less meat and more veggies will help too.
Thirdly, you can work to reduce water pollution by using
less-toxic household cleaners, solvents, and other
chemicals, and practicing organic farming.
Finally, you can also give to charities such as
charitywater.org, water.org, waterislife.com, and
other organizations working to improve water stability
for the poor.
Working together, we can help take care of our common
home.
Paul Litwin

Want to be Inspired?
Is Your Marriage in Crisis?
There Is Hope!
When marriages are in crisis, couples often feel alone,
frustrated and hopeless. But there is hope!
Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi) has helped tens of
thousands of troubled marriages. There is always
hope, and you are not alone in your struggle. For
confidential information about Retrouvaille, or to
register for our upcoming weekend Sept. 6-8, 2019,
call 206-706-2608 or go to www.helpourmarriage.org.
Let Retrouvaille Help!
For confidential information, or to register for our
upcoming weekend Sept. 6-8, 2019, call
206-706-2608 or go to www.helpourmarriage.org.

Don’t miss the 2019
Cornerstone Catholic
Conference: “United for Life and
Justice,” taking place at the Tacoma Convention Center,
October 18-19.
To register ($100 per person; $65 for young adults;
scholarships available) or for more information:
WACatholics.org/Cornerstone or call 206-301-0556.

The 2019 Cornerstone will feature three great keynote
speakers: Bishop Frank Caggiano, Sr. Miriam James
Heidland, SOLT, and Sr. Norma Pimentel, MJ.
If you are concerned about the challenges facing our
world today, don’t miss this opportunity to learn how our
Catholic faith can positively impact all of our lives.
There will be six practical workshops on mental illness,
essential life principles, racism, family prayer, the environment, and the PREPARES ministry.
Register today! Thanks!

Rachel’s Corner
Hope and Healing After Abortion
“I didn’t realize how so much of my anger and anxiety
was caused by my abortion. I feel lighter now that I’ve
been able to work through my struggle with other
people.” - Testimonial
Have you struggled with anger or anxiety, and
struggled to understand the cause? Exploring the
painful circumstances and the psychological wound
left by a past abortion can help. God is calling you to
fullness of life – where you can be restored to who
you were created to be once and always wanted to be.
Now registering for Fall Retreats!
October 25-27, Stanwood (Español)
November 8-10, Seabeck (English)
Call for a compassionate, confidential conversation.
English: (206) 920-6413
Español: (206)-450-7814
Email projectrachel@ccsww.org. Visit us at
www.ccsww.org/projectrachel or
www.facebook.com/projectrachelww.
Project Rachel is a program of Catholic Community
Services.

You are loved with an everlasting Love!

WE ARE THE NOW OF GOD
High School Catholic Youth Convention
Jan 25-26, 2020
Lynnwood Convention Center
For more information
tinyurl.com/cyc2020seattle
Sponsored by the Archdiocese of Seattle

Catholic Campaign for Human Development
Next week, we will take up the collection on behalf of the
Catholic Campaign for Human Development.
More than 46 million people in the United States live in
poverty today. This collection supports programs that
empower people to identify and address obstacles as they
work to make permanent and positive changes for their
communities.
Please be generous. Thank you!
SACRED HEART RADIO 1050 KBLE ~ Seattle
Sunday Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am
Daily Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am Monday - Saturday
Rosary 1:00 pm, ever y after noon
8:30 pm, every night
Chaplet of Divine Mercy:
1:30 pm, Sunday & Saturday

Please remember the following people who are ill,
homebound or need your prayers this week,
especially: Pat Robach, Pat Tsagalakis, Linda Milsted,
Lorraine Hamilton, Greg Linnell, Angela Lizette, the
Jebousek family, Marcey Flood, the Lyle Stevenson
family, Vanessa Castillo, Linda Sullivan, Marcela
Grusczynski & Milana Richardson, we pray to the Lord.

Saint Peter Claver
Feast Day September 9th
A native of Spain, young Jesuit
Peter Claver left his homeland
forever in 1610 to be a
missionary in the colonies of the
New World. He sailed into
Cartagena, a rich port city
washed by the Caribbean. He
was ordained there in 1615.

For our Armed Forces personnel throughout the world, that
they come home safely to their families, we pray to the
Lord.
For those who have died, including Theresa O’Neil and
Rose Lindberg, that they may rest in the healing embrace
of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we pray to the Lord.

Catholic Cemeteries
We remember and give thanks at our regular Eucharistic
celebrations for all of those who have died. All are invited.
Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are on Saturday
mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call: Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org
Mass in English
Holyrood Cemetery:
September 7
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Misa en Espanol
Holyrood Cemetery:
Septiembre 21
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA. 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
September 14
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Gethsemane Cemetery:
Septiembre 7
37600 Pacific Highway S.
Federal Way, WA 98003

St. Vincent de Paul Monthly
Food Collection

3rd weekend of the month before Mass
Donations of non-perishable food and household products
(like toilet paper and toothpaste) for our food pantry will
be greatly appreciated.

Staying in touch with St John’s Parish:
 The Parish office publishes a weekly email newsletter on
Wednesday afternoons. If you would like to receive the
latest parish updates with clickable links to flyers and web
pages, right to your inbox, email smarty@stjohnsea.org.
 Like our Facebook page: St John the Evangelist, Seattle
St John Parish Web Page
www.stjohnsea.org

St John School Web Page
www.st-johnschool.org

By this time the slave trade had been established in the
Americas for nearly 100 years, and Cartagena was a
chief center for it. Ten thousand slaves poured into the
port each year after crossing the Atlantic from West
Africa under conditions so foul and inhuman that an
estimated one-third of the passengers died in transit.
Although the practice of slave-trading was condemned
by Pope Paul III and later labeled “supreme villainy” by
Pope Pius IX, it continued to flourish.
Peter Claver’s predecessor, Jesuit Father Alfonso de
Sandoval, had devoted himself to the service of the
slaves for 40 years before Claver arrived to continue his
work, declaring himself “the slave of the Negroes
forever.”
As soon as a slave ship entered the port, Peter Claver
moved into its infested hold to minister to the ill-treated
and exhausted passengers. After the slaves were herded
out of the ship like chained animals and shut up in
nearby yards to be gazed at by the crowds, Claver
plunged in among them with medicines, food, bread,
brandy, lemons, and tobacco. With the help of
interpreters, he gave basic instructions and assured his
brothers and sisters of their human dignity and God’s
love. During the 40 years of his ministry, Claver
instructed and baptized an estimated 300,000 slaves.
Fr. Claver’s apostolate extended beyond his care for
slaves. He became a moral force, indeed, the apostle of
Cartagena. He preached in the city square, gave missions
to sailors and traders as well as country missions, during
which he avoided, when possible, the hospitality of the
planters and owners and lodged in the slave quarters
instead.
After four years of sickness, which forced the saint to
remain inactive and largely neglected, Claver died on
September 8, 1654.
Peter Claver was canonized in 1888, and Pope Leo XIII
declared him the worldwide patron of missionary work
among black slaves.
Saint Peter Claver is the Patron Saint of African
Americans, African Missions, Colombia,
Communication Workers, and Interracial Justice.
Franciscanmedia.org

