Saint John the Evangelist Church
MISSION STATEMENT
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the people of
St. John the Evangelist Parish are called to embrace
the Church’s mission of proclaiming the Good News
of salvation through Jesus Christ for all. Our witness
to the presence of God and our reaching out to
others allow us to deepen our relationship with God.
We accomplish this through our worship together,
especially in the celebration of the Eucharist;
through ongoing faith development for all people of
all ages and life situations; through the performance
of good works; and through responsible stewardship
by which we care for the gifts given to us by our God.

September 15, 2019
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
“I will rise and go to my father.”
Psalm 51

106 N 79th St. Seattle, WA 98103
206-782-2810
www.stjohnsea.org
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Monday

Tuesday
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Friday

Saturday

September 16

September 17

September 18

September 19

September 20

September 21

8:30 am Mass
9:00 - 11:00 am
Adoration of the
Blessed
Sacrament

8:30 am Mass
or Morning
Prayer

For the repose of
the soul of Chris
Charles

For help from
Saint Expedite

8:30 am Mass
or Morning
Prayer

8:30 am
8:30 am Mass or
Morning Prayer Morning Prayer

MASS TIMES
Saturday: Vigil Mass 5 pm
Sunday: 8:30 am & 10:30 am
Monday through Friday, & 1st Saturdays:
Mass or Morning Prayer 8:30 am
Thursday: Ador ation 9 am to 11am
RECONCILIATION
Reconciliation schedule: 2nd & 4th Saturdays
of the month, in the vestibule Reconciliation
Chapel 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm
PARISH OFFICE
106 North 79th St Seattle, WA 98103
Phone: 206-782-2810
Fax: 206-782-0242
Confidential Fax: 206-770-6494
Pastoral Emergency: 206-300-0972
www.stjohnsea.org
Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
8:00 am to 12:00 pm & 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm
SCHOOL OFFICE
120 North 79th St Seattle, WA 98103
Phone: 206-783-0337
Fax: 206-782-0242
Confidential Fax: 206-770-6494
Extended Day Care: 206-782-9915
Development: 206-783-0337 ext. 323
Auction: 206-783-7663
www.st-johnschool.org
School Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Extended Day Care:
Monday-Friday 7:00 am to 6:30 pm

Sunday
September 22
8:30 am Mass
10:15 Nursery
10:30 am Mass
No CLOW today

5 pm Mass

Blessing of the
Backpacks at
10:30 Mass

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW):
Most Sundays: Sept 8th through May during 10:30 Mass.
Children ages 5-10 are invited to attend.
Preschool Sunday School:
For children age 4 and 5 star ts October 6th. It has been on br eak
for the summer.
10:30am Nursery: The nursery is in Extended Day Care (XDC)
which is located in the Quigley building.
Children ages 8 months - 3 years are welcome. Nursery is free.
*NOTE for the above programs:
No sessions on holiday weekends or school breaks.
For more information or questions contact Kristin Kent in the
parish office, ext. 352 or by email: kkent@stjohnsea.org
FAITH FORMATION & SACRAMENTS
For information on these programs contact Julia Rudden,
Director of Sacramental Preparation: jrudden@stjohnsea.org
Infant Baptism
Baptism dates: October 19-20, 2019

Sacrament of Matrimony
Couples should contact parish office 6-8 months ahead of time.
Our Church and Sacraments
Are you interested in learning more about the Catholic Church?
Are you someone who was baptized as an infant but did not
receive any other sacraments? We meet on the second Wednesday
of each month at 7pm to answer questions you might have.
Parish Advocate for Annulments
For parishioners seeking a marriage annulment, please contact the
parish office or email: annulment@stjohnsea.org

Rev. Crispin A. Okoth, Pastor
Bernadette O'Leary, Principal
Dani D'Amelio, PA for Administration
Mary Wiseman, Director of Parish Development
Dr. Twila McDonell, Director of Liturgical Music
Julia Rudden, Director of Sacramental Preparation
Kristin Kent, Coordinator of Evangelization and Faith Formation
Sheila Marty, Administrative Assistant
KC Nordquist, Parish Office Administrative Assistant

Extension 314
Extension 310
Extension 313
Extension 355
360-920-8866
Extension 308
Extension 352
Extension 358
Extension 300

frcrispin@stjohnsea.org
boleary@st-johnschool.org
ddamelio@stjohnsea.org
mwiseman@stjohnsea.org
music@stjohnsea.org
jrudden@stjohnsea.org
kkent@stjohnsea.org
smarty@stjohnsea.org
knordquist@stjohnsea.org

Liturgy
REFLECTION

He ran to his son, embraced him and kissed him.
(Luke 15:20)
This beloved story is usually called “the parable of the
prodigal son.” But what if we looked at it as a story of a
prodigal father instead?
We may not want to call the father “prodigal.” After all, the
word means extravagant or excessive, like someone throwing
away his money with both hands. That’s clearly what the
younger son did, and we don’t like it.

But the father is prodigal. First, he freely gives his younger
son his inheritance years before the proper time. Then,
maybe more important, when this son returns, he is
exceedingly prodigal in welcoming him back: the finest robe,
a ring, new sandals, and a great feast, to top it all off. It’s no
wonder the older son got upset! How could his father be so
free with his gifts? How could he be so glad to accept that
wasteful, irresponsible son back into his home?
This prodigal father can disturb us too. It’s hard to
understand how or why he could welcome his wayward son
back into full status as a child and heir. We might think that
for the sake of fairness, the father should have made the
young man pay back what he had squandered or suffer some
other kind of consequence for his actions before he could be
forgiven. But that would be misunderstanding mercy.
The father in this parable gives us a glimpse of our heavenly
Father. He sent Jesus to pour out his entire self—lavishly—
to welcome us back home. In everything he said and did,
Jesus revealed God’s shockingly generous mercy, a mercy
that is available to each one of us. It’s a mercy that doesn’t
hold a grudge. It’s a mercy that waits patiently for us to
begin our return. It’s a mercy that eagerly welcomes us
home.

This is the mercy that God has for you—and for everyone
around you.
“Thank you, Father, for your extravagant mercy. Thank you
for running out to meet each person who comes back to you.
Even me.”

Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14, Psalm 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19-1 Timothy 1:12-17
From wau.org/meditation

VOLUNTEER LITURGICAL OPPORTUNITIES

Readings for Sunday, September 22
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading
Amos 8:4–7
God cannot forget the sin of those who cheat the poor.
Psalm 113
“Praise the Lord, who lifts up the poor.”
Second Reading
Pray for everyone, not just your own.

1 Timothy 2:1–8

Gospel
Luke 16:1–13
You cannot be the servant of God and the servant of
money.
Today’s selections from scripture invite us to reflect on
our wealth. You can feel the anger of the prophet Amos
as he condemns the greedy merchants who cheat the poor
and powerless. In the Gospel, Jesus praises the clever
steward who manages his master’s wealth to aid his
debtors. One can put wealth to good use, but one “cannot
serve both God and mammon.” How does God want you
to use your wealth?

It’s time to register for
First Communion!
If you didn’t receive the form for first
communion, please go to our website for the registration
form or grab one from the literature holder in the church
vestibule. Our program starts with a prayer service in the
church on Monday September 30th, at 7pm. Questions?
Contact Julia Rudden at jrudden@stjohnsea.org

Baptism notice:
We will be celebrating the sacrament
of Baptism on October 19th and 20th,
2019. Classes are September 18.
Rehearsal will be October 17 or 18 (TBD)
6pm. If you have a child under the age of 7 who you
would like to have baptized, please contact Julia Rudden
at jrudden@stjohnsea.org for more information.

All ministries at St John Parish/
If you are interested in learning more about any of St John’s liturgical ministries,
School
require Safe Environment
or you would like to volunteer, please contact a ministry lead.
training.
Please contact Sheila
Ushers: J oe Sullivan—joe.sullivan1020@gmail.com
Marty
at
206-782-2810
ext 358 or
Sacristans: Patty Mayhle—mpjmayhle@msn.com
email:
smarty@stjohnsea.org
Lectors: Suzanna Litwin—425-765-6209 or email zannabanana@live.com
Environment/Decorating: call the par ish office— 206-782-2810
Eucharistic Ministers: J oanne J epson—206-782-9329 or josiemj51@yahoo.com
Children’s Liturgies: Kr istin Kent—206-782-2810 ext. 352 or kkent@stjohnsea.org
Music: Dr . Twila McDonell—Director of Liturgical Music music@stjohnsea.org
Homebound Ministry: Lor etta Fletcher —206-784-3529 or Marion Johnson– 206-782-5084
Altar Servers: Lisette Nenninger —lisette@alum.mit.edu or Laur a Root Pelfr y- rootpelfrey@live.com
St Vincent de Paul—Paul Litwin at paul@thelitwins.com

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
Collection for week of September 8, 2019
Total Sacrificial Giving Budget for 2018–19 is $816,642.00.
This means we need a weekly collection of $15,704.65.

Mail in
5pm Vigil
8:30am
10:30am
Electronic
Total

$
$
$
$
$
$

1,974.00
581.00
1,970.00
1,250.96
4,279.12
10,055.08

This does NOT include
restricted donations such as
Holy Day Collections,
(Christmas and Easter), and
donations made to our
ministries or coffee & donuts.

We can hear God speaking to us
today in the words of the father to
his elder son: “You are with me
always, and everything I have is
yours.” What is my response to such remarkable
generosity? Do I give joyfully and generously as God
gives to me?

Electronic Giving @ St John!
You can donate from your Smart phone.
St John the Evangelist has a mobile version
of our online giving page to make it easy for
you to give anytime from your Smart phone.
Simply scan the image you see here using your phone’s
QR code reader or go to: www.stjohnsea.org and locate
the online giving page. Or enter: bit.ly/DonateStJohn in
your web browser.

Annual Catholic
Appeal
Look how far we have come!
Our ACA assessment is $108,252
– to date we are just $1,806 short!
We are so close - I know we can
do this. If you haven’t already made a pledge please
do so today!
Does your company have a matching gift program? - A
big part of our success this year is due to matching
gifts. You can donate from the St John website at
www.stjohnsea.org or submit your completed ACA
envelope in the basket during Mass.
**Please note: any amount donated that is over our
goal will be returned to St. John Parish.
To all who have given to the ACA in the past, and
today, THANK YOU!

The Old Testament reading from last Sunday’s mass is
worth another look. You remember the story of
Solomon. God appears to him in a dream and offers
Solomon anything he asks for. Solomon asks for wisdom,
which pleases God. So God grants his wish. Sunday’s
first reading is from the 9th chapter of Wisdom, titled
"Solomon’s Prayer”.
Who can know God’s counsel, or who can conceive what
the Lord intends? For the deliberations of mortals are
timid, and unsure are our plans. For the corruptible body
burdens the soul and the earthen shelter weighs down the
mind that has many concerns. And scarce do we guess the
things on earth, and what is within our grasp we find with
difficulty; but when things are in heaven, who can search
them out? Or who ever knew your counsel, except you had
given wisdom and sent your Holy Spirit from on
high? And thus were the paths of those on earth made
straight.
Doesn’t this feel…right? Mind weighed down with many
concerns? Yep. Things within our grasp, accomplished
only with difficulty? Yep. So when the world is resisting
you, and the path forward is not clear, pray for
wisdom. And invoke the Holy Spirit!
Find this and other nuggets at prayernuggets.org. If you
have nuggets you’d like to share, email Bill Marty,
bill@prayernuggets.org. Thanks!
This week, we are taking up
the collection on behalf of the
Catholic Campaign for
Human Development.
More than 46 million people in
the United States live in poverty today.
This collection supports programs that empower people to
identify and address obstacles as they work to make
permanent and positive changes for their communities.
Please be generous.

Spirit gear is here!
See the order form further on in the bulletin.
Order soon!
Someone left a beautiful red Maryknoll
Missal on the window of the coffee and
donut room in the Admin Building several
weeks ago.
If it’s yours, or if you know who it belongs
to, please call (206) 782-2810 or come to
the parish office to pick it up. Thank you.

Laudato Si in Action
Humility
CLOW: Childr en’s Liturgy of the Word is now
available! This wonderful program is for children from K
to 5th grade. It starts when Father calls the kids up to the
altar at 10:30 mass and finishes 20 minutes later, when the
kids come back for Communion. Please come to 10:30
mass so your kids can participate! And let us know if
you’re interested in helping. This ministry is fun,
rewarding, inspiring and educational. What could be
better? Contact Kristin Kent at kkent@stjohnsea.org
Preschool Sunday School begins October 6! This
program is for 4 and 5 year olds. It is run by the wonderful Shawna Calhoun, who has been involved in this
ministry for many years. Your 4 and 5 year old children
can spend the entirety of 10:30 mass having fun and
learning a bit about faith.
Sunday School takes place in the XDC space – on the
parking lot side of the Quigley Building. You can contact
Kristin Kent for a registration form (kkent@stjohnsea.org)
or just bring your child directly to the room on October
6. Your child gets to have fun, and you get to have a
peaceful, inspiring time at mass.

The New Testament is filled with
Jesus’ teachings on humility,
including this passage from the September 1st gospel:
For everyone who raises himself up will be
humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be
raised up. (Luke 14:1, 7-14)
What does humility have to do with climate change, you
ask? Quite a bit, actually. When we have no humility,
then we have little appreciation for what God has
created. In Laudato Si, Pope Francis makes the
connection:
Once we lose our humility, and become enthralled
with the possibility of limitless mastery over
everything, we inevitably end up harming society
and the environment. It is not easy to promote this
kind of healthy humility or happy sobriety when we
consider ourselves autonomous, when we exclude
God from our lives or replace him with our own
ego, and think that our subjective feelings can
define what is right and what is wrong.
Saint Teresa of Calcutta said:

Homebound Ministry

Do you have a family member or
neighbor in or from our parish who
would like to stay in touch with the St.
John community? In addition to taking
Communion to these people we would like to reach out
with a phone call or greeting card to say hello and that we
are thinking about them. We also need volunteers. Please
contact Loretta Fletcher at (206)784-3529 or
Marion Johnson at (206)782-5084 if you would be
interested, or if you know of someone who might enjoy
this type of outreach.

Humility is the mother of all virtues; purity, charity
and obedience. It is in being humble that our love
becomes real, devoted and ardent.
By being humble, we reject our selfish, anthropocentric,
throw-away selves and submit ourselves to God’s will.
And it is in humility that we can truly be in awe of
creation and want to preserve it for all, including future
generations.
Working together, we can help take care of our common
home.
Paul Litwin

Meditating Day and Night:
Be Still and Know

Escape the clamor and
encounter in silence and
stillness the Presence of the Living God, who dwells
within us and speaks to our hearts. The Word of God is a
lamp which illumines our path on our pilgrimage of faith
and leads us to discover our true self, our true vocation.
To register, go to palisadesretreatcenter.org/retreatdetails/?retreat=1506 For more information please call
(206) 274-3130

WE ARE THE NOW OF GOD
High School Catholic Youth Convention
Jan 25-26, 2020
Lynnwood Convention Center
For more information
tinyurl.com/cyc2020seattle
Sponsored by the Archdiocese of Seattle

Rachel’s Corner
Hope and Healing After Abortion
“Be ashamed when you sin, don't be ashamed when
you repent. To repent means to have a change of heart
and mind. It is not simply a feeling of sorrow, but a
psycho/spiritual growth away from evil/death and a
turning to God/life. Sin is the wound, repentance is the
medicine. Sin is followed by shame; repentance is
followed by boldness. Boldness means to beg God for
undeserved mercy.” - St John Chrysostom- feast day
Aug 13
Is your heart begging God for His mercy as it yearns
for His forgiveness and reconciliation with Him?
Repentance is the first step. Don’t let shame get in the
way. Join us on a Rachel’s Vineyard™ Retreat and
climb into His merciful embrace.
Now registering for Fall Retreats!
October 25-27, Español
November 8-10, English
Call for a compassionate, confidential conversation.
English: (206) 920-6413
Español: (206)-450-7814
Email projectrachel@ccsww.org. Visit us at
www.ccsww.org/projectrachel or
www.facebook.com/projectrachelww.
Project Rachel is a program of Catholic Community
Services.

You are loved with an everlasting Love!

A marriage may be made in
Heaven, but the maintenance must be
done on earth.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter gives
you the tools to maintain your marriage.
Don’t let your marriage become a divorce statistic –
keep it enriched. Sign up today to attend the
upcoming Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Weekends at the Sheraton Hotel Bellevue on
November 15 – 17, 2019.
Apply at www.wwme.org. Early registration is
highly recommended, so sign up today. For more
information visit our website at www.wwme.org.
For further information leave a message at
206-772-2344.

We are excited to announce that the Sunday,
October 6, 2019 endowment event will be hosted by St.
John parent, Ethan Stowell, and will feature hip hop
tunes and lobsters for everyone.
Join us as we celebrate the great strides the
endowment has made over the past 11 years.
We have much to be grateful for!
All proceeds from the dinner will go to
support the St. John School Endowment. Guests will be
asked to make a contribution at the event.
Tickets are now available, but they’re extremely limited,
so do not delay your purchase! Admission is by
reservation only. Tickets are processed via PayPal. You
will be able to choose to pay via PayPal account or your
personal credit card on the payment landing page. Ticket
prices range from $150 to $200. You can find the tickets
on sale at www.eventbrite.com/e/hip-hop-lobster-for-stjohn-tickets-68030628441 Click on ‘tickets’ and you will
be sent to the page where you can buy them.
What to wear? We suggest your favorite festive
cocktail attire.
Hip Hop & Lobster
Cortina/621 Union Street/Seattle
Sunday, October 6
5:30 PM Cocktails
6:15 PM Dinner Begins
7:00 PM Program
9:00 Evening Ends
Free on street parking and paid parking garage
are available nearby.
All proceeds benefit the
St. John School Endowment.
This is a 21 and older event.
If you have a request for particular seating, if you have
special dietary needs, or if you have any other questions,
please contact Karen Bombino at
karegunther@yahoo.com
Tickets will not be refundable.

Please remember the following people who are ill,
homebound or need your prayers this week,
especially: Marge, Young, Pat Walsh, Pat Robach, Pat
Tsagalakis, Linda Milsted, Lorraine Hamilton, Greg Linnell, Angela Lizette, the Jebousek family, Marcey Flood,
the Lyle Stevenson family, Vanessa Castillo, Linda Sullivan, Marcela Grusczynski & Milana Richardson, we pray
to the Lord.
For our Armed Forces personnel throughout the
world, that they come home safely to their families, we
pray to the Lord.
For those who have died, that they may rest in the
healing embrace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we pray to the
Lord.

Catholic Cemeteries
We remember and give thanks at our regular Eucharistic
celebrations for all of those who have died. All are invited.
Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are on Saturday
mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call: Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org

Mass in English
Holyrood Cemetery:
October 5
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Misa en Espanol
Holyrood Cemetery:
Octubre 19
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA. 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
October 12
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Gethsemane Cemetery:
Octubre 5
37600 Pacific Highway S.
Federal Way, WA 98003

St. Vincent de Paul Monthly
Food Collection

3rd weekend of the month before Mass
Donations of non-perishable food and household products
(like toilet paper and toothpaste) for our food pantry will
be greatly appreciated.

Staying in touch with St John’s Parish:
 The Parish office publishes a weekly email newsletter on
Wednesday afternoons. If you would like to receive the
latest parish updates with clickable links to flyers and web
pages, right to your inbox, email smarty@stjohnsea.org.
 Like our Facebook page: St John the Evangelist, Seattle
St John Parish Web Page
www.stjohnsea.org

St John School Web Page
www.st-johnschool.org

Saint Peter Claver
Feast Day September 9th
A native of Spain, young Jesuit
Peter Claver left his homeland
forever in 1610 to be a
missionary in the colonies of the
New World. He sailed into
Cartagena, a rich port city
washed by the Caribbean. He
was ordained there in 1615.
By this time the slave trade had been established in the
Americas for nearly 100 years, and Cartagena was a
chief center for it. Ten thousand slaves poured into the
port each year after crossing the Atlantic from West
Africa under conditions so foul and inhuman that an
estimated one-third of the passengers died in transit.
Although the practice of slave-trading was condemned
by Pope Paul III and later labeled “supreme villainy” by
Pope Pius IX, it continued to flourish.
Peter Claver’s predecessor, Jesuit Father Alfonso de
Sandoval, had devoted himself to the service of the
slaves for 40 years before Claver arrived to continue his
work, declaring himself “the slave of the Negroes
forever.”
As soon as a slave ship entered the port, Peter Claver
moved into its infested hold to minister to the ill-treated
and exhausted passengers. After the slaves were herded
out of the ship like chained animals and shut up in
nearby yards to be gazed at by the crowds, Claver
plunged in among them with medicines, food, bread,
brandy, lemons, and tobacco. With the help of
interpreters, he gave basic instructions and assured his
brothers and sisters of their human dignity and God’s
love. During the 40 years of his ministry, Claver
instructed and baptized an estimated 300,000 slaves.
Fr. Claver’s apostolate extended beyond his care for
slaves. He became a moral force, indeed, the apostle of
Cartagena. He preached in the city square, gave missions
to sailors and traders as well as country missions, during
which he avoided, when possible, the hospitality of the
planters and owners and lodged in the slave quarters
instead.
After four years of sickness, which forced the saint to
remain inactive and largely neglected, Claver died on
September 8, 1654.
Peter Claver was canonized in 1888, and Pope Leo XIII
declared him the worldwide patron of missionary work
among black slaves.
Saint Peter Claver is the Patron Saint of African
Americans, African Missions, Colombia,
Communication Workers, and Interracial Justice.
Franciscanmedia.org

