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MASS TIMES
Saturday: Vigil Mass 5 pm
Sunday: 8:30 am & 10:30 am
Monday through Friday, & 1st Saturdays:
Mass or Morning Prayer 8:30 am
Thursday: Ador ation 9 am to 11am
RECONCILIATION
Reconciliation schedule: 2nd & 4th Saturdays
of the month, in the vestibule Reconciliation
Chapel 4:00 pm to 4:30 pm
PARISH OFFICE
106 North 79th St Seattle, WA 98103
Phone: 206-782-2810
Fax: 206-782-0242
Confidential Fax: 206-770-6494
Pastoral Emergency: 206-300-0972
www.stjohnsea.org
Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
8:00 am to 12:00 pm & 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm
SCHOOL OFFICE
120 North 79th St Seattle, WA 98103
Phone: 206-783-0337
Fax: 206-782-0242
Confidential Fax: 206-770-6494
Extended Day Care: 206-782-9915
Development: 206-783-0337 ext. 323
Auction: 206-783-7663
www.st-johnschool.org
School Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Extended Day Care:
Monday-Friday 7:00 am to 6:30 pm

Parish Offices
closed

Parish Offices
closed

5 pm Mass

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW):
Most Sundays: Sept 8th through May during 10:30 Mass.
Children ages 5-10 are invited to attend.
Preschool Sunday School:
For children age 4 and 5, October thr ough Apr il
10:30 am Nursery: The nursery is in Extended Day Care (XDC)
which is located in the Quigley building. Children ages 8 months to
3 years are welcome. Nursery is free.
*NOTE for the above programs:
No sessions on holiday weekends or school breaks.
For more information or questions contact Kristin Kent in the
parish office, ext. 352 or by email: kkent@stjohnsea.org
FAITH FORMATION & SACRAMENTS
For information on these programs contact Julia Rudden,
Director of Sacramental Preparation: jrudden@stjohnsea.org
Infant Baptism
Baptism dates: February 8th and 9th, 2020.
Classes: January 8th and 15th, 2020
Sacrament of Matrimony
Couples should contact parish office 6-8 months ahead of time.
Our Church and Sacraments
Are you interested in learning more about the Catholic Church?
Are you someone who was baptized as an infant but did not
receive any other sacraments? We meet regularly to answer
questions you might have.
Parish Advocate for Annulments
For parishioners seeking a marriage annulment, please contact the
parish office or email: annulment@stjohnsea.org

Rev. Crispin A. Okoth, Pastor
Bernadette O'Leary, Principal
Dani D'Amelio, PA for Administration
Mary Wiseman, Director of Parish Development
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Liturgy
REFLECTION
Ask for a sign from the Lord. (Isaiah 7:11)

Readings for Sunday, December 29
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
First Reading

Sirach 3:2–6, 12–14

Things were looking bad for King Ahaz of Jerusalem. He
was barely holding back an attack from the armies of
Aram and Samaria. The situation became so desperate
that Ahaz decided to appeal to the king of Assyria for
help. “I am your servant and your son,” he wrote. “Come
up and rescue me” (2 Kings 16:7).

Revere your father, comfort your mother.

Hearing the news, the prophet Isaiah urged Ahaz to
reconsider. He knew that bowing to Assyria would mean
adopting the nation’s false idols and sinful traditions.
“Ask for a sign from the Lord,” he begged the king
(Isaiah 7:11). Let God help you.

Second Reading
Colossians 3:12–21
Clothe yourselves with heartfelt mercy.

But Ahaz refused. He didn’t want to risk God’s wrath by
seeming to dare God to prove himself. Besides, he
thought, God could not possibly be so good as to rescue
him—especially not after all the ways Ahaz had
disobeyed him in the past.

Out of love for us, God sent the Son to be born into the
world. Today, in the middle of the Christmas season, as
we celebrate the love of God for humanity, we are
reminded of the love that binds a family together. Above
all things, Paul counsels the Colossians, we are called to
put on love. Let us listen today for the ways in which we
can show our love for our parents, our spouse, and our
children.

Like Ahaz, we too can fear that we have to deal with the
challenges of life all on our own. But God is always
giving us signs of his presence and his help. Some are
subtle, like a beautiful sunrise, and others are more
obvious, like the faithfulness of a friend. And then there’s
the dramatic sign that Isaiah gave Ahaz: “The virgin shall
conceive, and bear a son, and shall name him
Emmanuel” (Isaiah 7:14).
Emmanuel. God-with-us. A living, breathing sign of
God’s love and protection. A personal, undeniable sign of
God’s commitment to his people. A promise that he has
seen our need and is ready to help if we turn to him.
At Mass today, you’ll be surrounded by signs: statues, a
crucifix, an altar, and maybe a crèche. And of course, the
greatest and most intimate of all signs: Jesus, present in
the form of bread and wine. He is a sign you not only see
but one you can taste and touch. He is the sign that
redeems, heals, and restores. So don’t be like Ahaz.
Welcome this sign. Take it into your heart and soul.
“Jesus, thank you for every sign that you will give me
today.”
Psalm 24:1-6, Romans 1:1-7, Matthew 1:18-24

From wau.org

VOLUNTEER LITURGICAL OPPORTUNITIES

Psalm 128
“Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his
ways.”

Gospel
Out of Egypt I called my son.

Matthew 2:13–15, 19–23

Lord, hear our prayers...
Please remember the following people who are ill,
homebound or need your prayers this week:
Marge Young
Marcey Flood
Pat Walsh
the Lyle Stevenson family
Pat Robach
Vanessa Castillo
Pat Tsagalakis
Marcela Grusczynski
Linda Milsted
Milana Richardson
Lorraine Hamilton
Greg Linnell
Bobbie Jo Ramos
Donna Wilson
Angela Lizette
Marilyn Wittenmyer
Theresa Flynn
For those who have died, that they may rest in the healing
embrace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we pray to the Lord.
For Armed Forces personnel throughout the world, that they
come home safely to their families, we pray to the Lord.

All ministries at St John Parish/
If you are interested in learning more about any of St John’s liturgical ministries,
School
require Safe Environment
or you would like to volunteer, please contact a ministry lead.
training.
Please contact Sheila
Ushers: Scott Remillar d—sremi06@hotmail.com
Marty
at
206-782-2810
ext 358 or
Sacristans: Patty Mayhle—mpjmayhle@msn.com
email:
smarty@stjohnsea.org
Lectors: Suzanna Litwin—425-765-6209 or email zannabanana@live.com
Environment/Decorating: call the par ish office— 206-782-2810
Eucharistic Ministers: J oanne J epson—206-782-9329 or josiemj51@yahoo.com
Children’s Liturgies: Kr istin Kent—206-782-2810 ext. 352 or kkent@stjohnsea.org
Music: Dr . Twila McDonell—Director of Liturgical Music music@stjohnsea.org
Homebound Ministry: Lor etta Fletcher —206-784-3529 or Marion Johnson– 206-782-5084
Altar Servers: Lisette Nenninger —lisette@alum.mit.edu or Laur a Root Pelfr y- rootpelfrey@live.com
St Vincent de Paul—Paul Litwin at paul@thelitwins.com

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
Collection for week of December 15, 2019
Total Sacrificial Giving Budget for 2018–19 is $816,642.00.
This means we need a weekly collection of $15,704.65.

Mail in
5pm Vigil
8:30am
10:30am
Electronic
Total

$
$
$
$
$
$

3,849.00
1,015.00
2,532.09
1,828.50
7,382.88
16,607.47

This does NOT include
restricted donations such as
Holy Day Collections,
(Christmas and Easter), and
donations made to our
ministries or coffee & donuts.

When he discovered that Mary was
with child, Joseph resolved to end
their engagement with as little
disgrace as possible. But obedient
to the voice of God, he changed those plans and became
instead the protector of the child Jesus and His mother,
Mary. God grant that I may be as open to the leading of
the Holy Spirit!

Is there room in your heart?
I can’t let Advent pass without a music nugget. Sheila
heard a new Christmas song on the radio the other day, and
played it for me. It stuck. I’ve been enjoying it, and figure
you might, too.
Family hiding from the storm
Found no place at the keeper's door
It was for this a Child was born
To save a world so cold and hollow
The sleeping town did not know
That lying in a manger low
A Savior King who had no home
Has come to heal our sorrows
Shepherds counting sheep in the night
Do not fear the glory light
You are precious in His sight
God has come to raise the lowly

Parish Advent and Christmas Schedule
Christmas Masses - Dec. 24th - 5 pm Children’s Mass
and 9 pm Vigil Mass
Christmas Day, Dec. 25th - 9 am Mass
Mary, the Holy Mother of God - Jan. 1st - 9 am Mass
(Holy Day of Obligation)
Parish Office Closed - from December 24 through
January 1st. Regular hours will resume January 2nd.

We offer our prayers and congratulations
for Pope Francis on the occasion of his
50th anniversary of ordination.

Mother holds the Promise tight
Every wrong will be made right
The road is straight and the burden's light
For in His hands He holds tomorrow
Is there room in your heart
For God to write His story
You can come as you are
But it may set you apart
When you make room in your heart
And trade your dreams for His glory
[Casting Crowns, "Make Room", via Sheila Marty.
Thanks, Sheila!]
I’m going to take a few weeks off. Prayer Nuggets will
return in January. Merry Christmas to all of you.
Bill

Would You Consider Being A Sponsor to someone
entering the Church?
We have new inquirers (those expressing interest in
learning more about or joining the Catholic Church)
coming to us all the time. We need St. John
parishioners to be companions with our new inquirers
to help welcome them to our community. Training and
support will be provided and the time commitment is
reasonable—a couple of hours a month. It is a lovely
opportunity to help a seeker and to affirm one’s own
faith. If interested or for more information, please
contact Julia Rudden at jrudden@stjohnsea.org.

Electronic Giving @ St John!
You can donate from your Smart phone.
St John the Evangelist has a mobile version of
our online giving page to make it easy for you
to give anytime from your Smart phone.
Simply scan the image you see here using your phone’s QR
code reader or go to: www.stjohnsea.org and locate the
online giving page. Or enter: bit.ly/DonateStJohn in your
web browser.

Laudato Si in Action
Alternatives to Plastic
Bible Study: Join us on Wednesday evenings, starting
January 8, for a study of J ohn' s gospel. The patron
saint of our church wrote so beautifully. Let's read and
study it together! Please RSVP to
kkent@stjohnsea.org if you plan to come to any or
all of the sessions. In the Admin building, 7 pm.
A Winter Day of Reflection: Lifting Up:
Saturday, January 4, 2020, from 9:00 am - 3:00 pm, St.
Joseph Parish Center, Seattle. Mary Hartrich, Presenter
When the hectic holiday season dies down, we invite
you to join us at the turn of the calendar year for a day
of reflection. This quiet personal mini-retreat includes
presentations leading you through four movements of
an Examen, reflection questions, and abundant silent
time for prayer and journaling—all designed to help you
reflect back on the previous year and look ahead to the
new year with hope.

Advent Giving Tree
Look for the Advent Giving Tree in the back
of the church this month. Take an ornament
from the Giving Tree and return that item by
Monday, December 23rd. You can leave the
unwrapped items under the tree in the church
or drop them off in the Parish Office.
Thank you so much for your generosity in making this a
wonderful Christmas for the homeless and needy in our
community.
This year your donations will be
supporting: Noel House, St Martin de Porres and
Broadview-Thomson K-8 Food Program.

The Saint Francis of Assisi group invites you to
the viewing of a film from the Catholic Bishops
of England and Wales called Climate Change: Global Caring
on Sunday, January 12th at 6pm in the Admin building.
Last week, I wrote that purchasing and using plastic has
numerous negative consequences, including the release of a
significant amount of greenhouse gases and pollution from the
production of plastic, the entanglement and poisoning of birds,
fish, and other animals, the increase of toxins in our food chain
and our bodies and the bodies of our children. I also pointed out
that the most insidious type of plastic is the single use item.
Before getting into plastic alternatives, you might wonder why
plastic is such a big deal if you recycle your plastic. The truth of
the matter is that most (around 90%) of the plastic we use either
isn’t recycled or can’t be recycled, and even when it can be
recycled, remember that recycling itself exacts a carbon footprint.
See saintfrancisseattle.wordpress.com/2019/06/26/recycle for
more on recycling.
A better approach is to reduce your consumption of plastic. Start
by taking an accounting of the plastic in your home and office.
Walk through each room of your house and note what items are
made of or housed in plastic. Then start replacing those plastics,
especially single-use plastics, one by one.
Ideas for reducing plastic usage:
•
•
•
•
•

•

Introducing the Men's Shelter!
From now through May, we will be
hosting up to 10 men (aged 45 and up)
from St. Martin de Porres shelter. It's the
same basic schedule as the shelter we've
been running for the last 25 years EXCEPT:
1. We will host men instead of women
2. Saturday nights only
3. Staying in the portables near the playground
Are you willing to help? We need everyone, but
especially men to sign up to stay the night. You could
do this one time this year, once a month, or any amount
of time. Please get involved in this unique opportunity
to spend time with the most vulnerable of our neighbors.
Drivers / stayers / food prep people needed.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Refuse to purchase single-use water bottles. Carry a metal or
glass water bottle with you when you are away from home.
Say no to straws. (Seattle has banned plastic straws, but
remember to stay vigilant when travelling elsewhere.)
Stop using paper cups (usually lined and topped with plastic)
at your coffee shop. Bring your own steel coffee mug to your
espresso stand and to work.
Bring metal flatware and reusable dishes to work so you can
avoid single-use plastics.
When purchasing food, look for items in bottles, boxes, or
cans (not lined in BPA plastic). As much as possible,
purchase bulk items in reusable containers and store them in
glass jars.
Purchase cloth shopping and produce bags. We use
organiccottonmart.com.
Get rid of vinyl shower curtains, pillow, and mattress covers
and replace with natural fabrics.
Consider replacing your foam mattress with a natural cotton
mattress.
Replace plastic food storage containers with glass (even with
plastic lids, they are better), metal tins, or reusable
alternatives to plastic wrap such as etee (shopetee.com).
Purchase cosmetics and other bathroom supplies in nonplastic containers. Buy bar soap rather than liquid soap.
When purchasing appliances look for ones that have minimal
or no plastic.
Download the Detox Me app on your phone to get more
suggestions on reducing your exposure to plastics and other
toxins (https://silentspring.org/detox-me-app-tips-healthierliving).

Working together, we can help take care of our common home.
Paul Litwin

Advent

Beginning the Church's liturgical year, Advent (from,
"ad-venire" in Latin or "to come to") is the season
encompassing the four Sundays (and weekdays) leading up
to the celebration of Christmas. The Advent season is a
time of preparation that directs our hearts and minds to
Christ’s second coming at the end of time and also to the
anniversary of the Lord’s birth on Christmas. The final
days of Advent, from December 17 to December 24, focus
particularly on our preparation for the celebrations of the
Nativity of our Lord (Christmas).
USCCB

Catholic Cemeteries
We remember and give thanks at our regular Eucharistic
celebrations for all of those who have died. All are invited.
Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are on Saturday
mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call: Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org
Mass in English
Holyrood Cemetery:
January 4
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Misa en Espanol
Holyrood Cemetery:
Enero 22
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA. 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
January 11
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Gethsemane Cemetery:
Enero 4
37600 Pacific Highway S.
Federal Way, WA 98003

St. Vincent de Paul Monthly
Food Collection
3rd weekend of the month before Mass
Donations of non-perishable food and household products
(like toilet paper and toothpaste) for our food pantry will
be greatly appreciated.

Staying in touch with St John’s Parish:
 The Parish office publishes a weekly email newsletter on
Wednesday afternoons. If you would like to receive the
latest parish updates with clickable links to flyers and web
pages, right to your inbox, email smarty@stjohnsea.org.
 Like our Facebook page: St John the Evangelist, Seattle
St John Parish Web Page
www.stjohnsea.org

St John School Web Page
www.st-johnschool.org

Saint of the Month
Patience
Patience allows us to have compassion
for people in spite of their flaws and
weaknesses. This fruit comes from an
understanding of our own imperfect
state and how God has given us His
unconditional love and mercy so that we
would do the same.
St Juan Diego Cuahtlatoatzin
Feast Day December 9th
Little is known of the early life of St Juan
Diego. According to tradition, Juan
Diego experienced his first vision of the
Virgin Mary on December 9, 1531.
While on his way to Mass to celebrate the
Immaculate Conception he was stopped
by the sight of a beautiful and radiant woman who
introduced herself, in his native tongue, as the "everperfect holy Mary, who has the honor to be the mother of
the true God." She asked him to tell the bishop to build a
shrine to her on the hill. The bishop did not believe Juan
Diego’s story and asked for proof that Mary had appeared
to him. Juan went back to the hill and asked Mary for a
sign so that the bishop would believe him. She said she
would give a sign the next day.
On December 12, while searching for a priest to
administer last rites to his uncle, who was very ill, Juan
Diego was visited by Mary again. She instructed him to
gather roses and take them to the bishop as a sign. Juan
found the roses growing on a hill where normally only
cactus and scrub grew. Juan picked so many roses he filled
his cloak with them. When Juan Diego got to the bishop’s
office, he opened his cloak. The flowers poured to the
floor, and the bishop saw they had left an imprint of the
Virgin's image on the mantle. Having received his proof,
the bishop ordered that a church be built on Tepeyac Hill
in honor of the Virgin. Juan Diego returned home and
found his uncle’s health restored.
For the rest of his life Juan Diego lived in a hut next to the
church built in honor of Mary and took care of the pilgrims
who came to the shrine. He was buried in the church, and
his cloak can still be seen in the Basilica of Our Lady of
Guadalupe. His existence was confirmed by the Vatican,
and Juan Diego was beatified on May 6, 1990, and
canonized on July 31, 2002, by Pope John Paul II.
Numerous miracles have been attributed to him, and he
remains one of the most popular and important saints in
Mexico.
Juan Diego's imprinted cloak has remained perfectly
preserved from 1531 to the present time. The "Basilica of
Guadalupe" on Tepeyac Hill, now part of Mexico City, has
become one of the world's most-visited Catholic shrines.
Juan Diego died May 30, 1548. He is the patron saint of
indigenous people.
www.britannica.com, catholic.org, wikipedia.org

