Saint John the Evangelist Church
MISSION STATEMENT
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the people of
St. John the Evangelist Parish are called to embrace
the Church’s mission of proclaiming the Good News
of salvation through Jesus Christ for all. Our witness
to the presence of God and our reaching out to
others allow us to deepen our relationship with God.
We accomplish this through our worship together,
especially in the celebration of the Eucharist;
through ongoing faith development for all people of
all ages and life situations; through the performance
of good works; and through responsible stewardship
by which we care for the gifts given to us by our God.

October 27, 2019
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

106 N 79th St. Seattle, WA 98103
206-782-2810
www.stjohnsea.org

“O God, be merciful to me, a sinner.”
Luke 18:9-14

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

October 27, 2019

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

October 28

October 29

October 30

8:30 am Mass
or Morning
Prayer

8:30 am
Morning Prayer

8:30 am Mass
Rzegocki/Tice
classes attending

October 31
Halloween

November 1
Feast of All
Saints

November 2
All Souls Day
8:00 am Rosary
8:30 am Mass

No school

7 pm First
Reconciliation
classes

MASS TIMES
Saturday: Vigil Mass 5 pm
Sunday: 8:30 am & 10:30 am
Monday through Friday, & 1st Saturdays:
Mass or Morning Prayer 8:30 am
Thursday: Ador ation 9 am to 11am
RECONCILIATION
Reconciliation schedule: 2nd & 4th Saturdays
of the month, in the vestibule Reconciliation
Chapel 4:00 pm to 4:30 pm
PARISH OFFICE
106 North 79th St Seattle, WA 98103
Phone: 206-782-2810
Fax: 206-782-0242
Confidential Fax: 206-770-6494
Pastoral Emergency: 206-300-0972
www.stjohnsea.org
Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
8:00 am to 12:00 pm & 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm
SCHOOL OFFICE
120 North 79th St Seattle, WA 98103
Phone: 206-783-0337
Fax: 206-782-0242
Confidential Fax: 206-770-6494
Extended Day Care: 206-782-9915
Development: 206-783-0337 ext. 323
Auction: 206-783-7663
www.st-johnschool.org
School Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Extended Day Care:
Monday-Friday 7:00 am to 6:30 pm

8:30 am Mass
9:00 - 11:00 am
9:00 am
Adoration of the Holy Day Mass
Blessed
Sacrament
7:00 pm
Holy Day Mass

5 pm Mass
State of the
Parish
6:00 pm 4 Dates
for Catholic

Sunday
November 3
8:30 am Mass
10:15 Nursery &
Sunday School
10:30 am Mass
CLOW
State of the
Parish

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW):
Most Sundays: Sept 8th through May during 10:30 Mass.
Children ages 5-10 are invited to attend.
Preschool Sunday School:
For children age 4 and 5, star ts October 6th.
10:30am Nursery: The nursery is in Extended Day Care (XDC)
which is located in the Quigley building.
Children ages 8 months - 3 years are welcome. Nursery is free.
*NOTE for the above programs:
No sessions on holiday weekends or school breaks.
For more information or questions contact Kristin Kent in the
parish office, ext. 352 or by email: kkent@stjohnsea.org
FAITH FORMATION & SACRAMENTS
For information on these programs contact Julia Rudden,
Director of Sacramental Preparation: jrudden@stjohnsea.org
Infant Baptism
Baptism dates: February 8th and 9th, 2020.
Classes January 8th and 15th, 2020

Sacrament of Matrimony
Couples should contact parish office 6-8 months ahead of time.
Our Church and Sacraments
Are you interested in learning more about the Catholic Church?
Are you someone who was baptized as an infant but did not
receive any other sacraments? We meet on the second Wednesday
of each month at 7 pm to answer questions you might have.
Parish Advocate for Annulments
For parishioners seeking a marriage annulment, please contact the
parish office or email: annulment@stjohnsea.org

Rev. Crispin A. Okoth, Pastor
Bernadette O'Leary, Principal
Dani D'Amelio, PA for Administration
Mary Wiseman, Director of Parish Development
Dr. Twila McDonell, Director of Liturgical Music
Julia Rudden, Director of Sacramental Preparation
Kristin Kent, Coordinator of Evangelization and Faith Formation
Sheila Marty, Administrative Assistant
KC Nordquist, Parish Office Administrative Assistant

Extension 314
Extension 310
Extension 313
Extension 355
360-920-8866
Extension 308
Extension 352
Extension 358
Extension 300

frcrispin@stjohnsea.org
boleary@st-johnschool.org
ddamelio@stjohnsea.org
mwiseman@stjohnsea.org
music@stjohnsea.org
jrudden@stjohnsea.org
kkent@stjohnsea.org
smarty@stjohnsea.org
knordquist@stjohnsea.org

Liturgy
REFLECTION

I thank you that I am not like the rest of humanity.
(Luke 18:11)

Readings for Sunday, November 3
Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

Try to picture the scene. First, there is the Pharisee, a
respected member of society, taking up “his position” in
the Temple (Luke 18:11). He has a special spot where he
would pray, just as he has in his synagogue
(Matthew 23:6).
Dramatically and carefully, he lifts his hands in prayer.
His phylactery—a leather box tied around his head
containing Hebrew Scripture passages on parchment—is
wider than most and eclipses his eyebrows. The tassels of
his prayer shawl—meant to be subtle reminders of the
Law of Moses—are longer and more luxurious than most,
as much a fashion statement as a sign of devotion
(Matthew 23:5). He is a striking figure who looks superior
to “the rest of humanity” (Luke 18:11).
Now picture the tax collector. He has no special prayer
space. He keeps his head bowed so as to avoid the
disdainful gaze of the Pharisee. A well-paid member of
the Roman bureaucracy, he is dressed neatly but not
pretentiously. His cheeks are stained with tears.
He has come to the Temple for one reason. He has
recently realized how corrupt he has become. A little
extortion here, a little fuzzy math there, and he has
become quite wealthy. But at what cost? He has defrauded
people who can barely make ends meet. He has sent men
to debtors’ prison with no regard for their families. He
sees it now, and he is deeply sorry. Words fail. All he can
say is, “O God, be merciful to me a sinner” (Luke 18:13).
The Pharisee, pleased with the perfection of his prayer,
leaves just as he came in: convinced of his own
righteousness and despising everyone else (Luke 18:9).
But the tax collector leaves feeling free. With a lighter
step and a brave smile on his face, he heads home.
Tomorrow he will apologize to his neighbors and return
their money.
We each have a little of the Pharisee and a little of the tax
collector in us. Let’s lean into the tax collector at Mass
today and pray,
“Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner!”

First Reading
The Lord has mercy on all.

Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18, Psalm 34:2-3, 17-19, 23, 2 Timothy 4:6-8,
16-18
from wau.org

VOLUNTEER LITURGICAL OPPORTUNITIES

Wisdom 11:22—12:2

Psalm 145
“I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God.”
Second Reading
2 Thessalonians 1:11—2:2
May the name of Christ be glorified in you and you in
him.
Gospel
Luke 19:1–10
Jesus came to seek and save what was lost.
Today let us put ourselves in the shoes of Zacchaeus, so
eager to see Jesus that he climbed a tree to see over the
crowd. Jesus is with us today, in our neighbor, in our
midst as we gather together in his name, and in the bread
and wine we offer as it is blessed and broken. We don’t
need to climb a tree, yet we may find him difficult to see.
Let us pray today for the eyes of Zacchaeus, eager to see
Jesus wherever he can be found.

Lord, hear our prayers...
Please remember the following people who are ill,
homebound or need your prayers this week:

Marge Young
Pat Walsh
Pat Robach
Pat Tsagalakis
Linda Milsted
Lorraine Hamilton
Bobbie Jo Ramos
Angela Lizette

Marcey Flood
the Lyle Stevenson family
Vanessa Castillo
Marcela Grusczynski
Milana Richardson
Greg Linnell
Donna Wilson

For those who have died, including Lynette Solema,
daughter of Lydia Solema,, that they may rest in the healing
embrace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we pray to the Lord.
For Armed Forces personnel throughout the world, that they
come home safely to their families, we pray to the Lord.

All ministries at St John Parish/
If you are interested in learning more about any of St John’s liturgical ministries,
School
require Safe Environment
or you would like to volunteer, please contact a ministry lead.
training.
Please contact Sheila
Ushers: Scott Remillar d—sremi06@hotmail.com
Marty
at
206-782-2810
ext 358 or
Sacristans: Patty Mayhle—mpjmayhle@msn.com
email:
smarty@stjohnsea.org
Lectors: Suzanna Litwin—425-765-6209 or email zannabanana@live.com
Environment/Decorating: call the par ish office— 206-782-2810
Eucharistic Ministers: J oanne J epson—206-782-9329 or josiemj51@yahoo.com
Children’s Liturgies: Kr istin Kent—206-782-2810 ext. 352 or kkent@stjohnsea.org
Music: Dr . Twila McDonell—Director of Liturgical Music music@stjohnsea.org
Homebound Ministry: Lor etta Fletcher —206-784-3529 or Marion Johnson– 206-782-5084
Altar Servers: Lisette Nenninger —lisette@alum.mit.edu or Laur a Root Pelfr y- rootpelfrey@live.com
St Vincent de Paul—Paul Litwin at paul@thelitwins.com

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
Collection for week of October 20, 2019
Total Sacrificial Giving Budget for 2018–19 is $816,642.00.
This means we need a weekly collection of $15,704.65.

Mail in
5pm Vigil
8:30am
10:30am
Electronic
Total

$
$
$
$
$
$

4,637.00
389.00
972.00
1,656.50
9,417.37
17,071.87

This does NOT include
restricted donations such as
Holy Day Collections,
(Christmas and Easter), and
donations made to our
ministries or coffee & donuts.

Electronic Giving @ St John!
You can donate from your Smart phone.
St John the Evangelist has a mobile version
of our online giving page to make it easy for
you to give anytime from your Smart phone.
Simply scan the image you see here using your phone’s
QR code reader or go to: www.stjohnsea.org and locate
the online giving page. Or enter: bit.ly/DonateStJohn in
your web browser.
Today’s Gospel calls all of us—not
just the apostles—to go and make
disciples. If we cannot actually go
to the missions we can Jesus’ call
by giving generously of our prayers and financial
resources to support those who can and do.

The State of the Parish will be shown at all 3 masses the
weekend of November 2nd and 3rd.
Saturday 11/2 at the 5 pm Mass.
Sunday 11/3 at the 8:30 am & 10:30 am Masses.
School families in order to be eligible for and remain
eligible for Parish Fair Share tuition each family must
meet the following criteria:
 Be registered in the parish office
 Be active in the life of the parish including:
 Attend Sunday mass regularly
 Attend the Annual State of the Parish presentation
(11/2 & 11/3)
 Be supportive of or involved in one of the many
ministries of the parish (usher, choir, commissions,
committees, etc.)
 Annually file a stewardship pledge card (In the
packet you will receive after mass)
 Make a consistent effort to meet that pledge
School families will need to pick up their packets in the
vestibule after the mass.

Confession is the peculiar habit of the Catholic Church,
which in every age and place seeks out sinners not to punish
them but to forgive them. For years, I have had the intention
to make confession a regular part of my life, to go monthly
even. And for years, I have fallen short. Also for years, I
have blamed people other than myself. I tried to convince Fr.
Bill, and then Fr. Crispin, that Saturday afternoon twice a
month is a terrible schedule; peak bad. Well, in the month of
November, Father Crispin is going to make it as easy for us
as he can. He’s going to be available half an hour before
every weekend mass, all month. Poof! My excuse is
gone. In thanks to Fr. Crispin, I’m going to do two things:
go to confession, and reprint this prayer nugget. Go to
confession. You won’t regret it.
Sometime last year, I went to St. Luke’s for a talk by Camille
Pauley, founder of an organization called Healing the
Culture. Camille’s talk was on the Parable of the Prodigal
Son. You all know the story. Who are the characters? The
prodigal son, obviously. And the father. And the older
brother. Who else?
The parable is found in Luke 15:11-32. But the context is
found in Luke 15:1-3. “The tax collectors and sinners were
all drawing near to listen to him, but the Pharisees and
scribes began to complain, saying, ’This man welcomes
sinners and eats with them.’ So to them he addressed this
parable.”
Then follow the Parables of the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin,
and the Lost Son. Jesus addresses these parables to the
Pharisees specifically answering their complaints. They’re
griping because Jesus feasts, parties, with bad people:
soldiers, tax collectors, prostitutes, adulterers. Meanwhile,
they are the ones who know the Law. Educated in the best
schools. Living right. And they’re on the outside looking in.
Their situation is exactly parallel to the angry older
brother’s. The father has come out from the feast to the older
brother to invite him in, but the older brother won’t go.
Essentially, he says to his father, “I’m the good guy. He’s
the bad guy. But you’re feasting with him and it’s not fair.”
Just like Jesus and the Pharisees who are complaining
“We’re the good ones, they’re the bad ones, but you're
feasting with them and it's not fair.” Jesus is telling the
Pharisees, this is how you get into the feast.
So what was the prodigal son’s ticket into the feast? What
are the actual words he says? “Father, I have sinned against
heaven and against you.” And what do we say when we go to
confession? “Bless me Father, for I have sinned.” That’s
it. It’s the whole game. It’s our get out of jail free card. It’s
our ticket to the feast. All we have to do is go to confession
and say, “Bless me Father, for I have sinned.” If we do,
we’re the prodigal son, we’re in. If we don’t, we’re the older
brother, we’re out; we’re the Pharisees, we’re out. It’s our
choice.
If you have nuggets you’d like to share, email Bill Marty,
bill@prayernuggets.org. Thanks!

Laudato Si in Action
Environmental Responsibility at
Work
Liturgical Ministers, Father wants to bless you (AND
YOUR FAMILIES)! Ar e you a lector , Euchar istic
minister, choir member, usher, sacristan, altar server (or
family member of an altar server) or other kind of
liturgical minister? If so, please join us for a dinner of
appreciation and a special “recommissioning” blessing
from Father Crispin. Sunday, November 24 at 6:00 pm
in Egan Hall. Your whole family is invited!! Please
RSVP so we know how much food to make!
kkent@stjohnsea.org
RECONCILIATION BEFORE MASS: Throughout
the month of November, Father Cr ispin is tr ying
something new. Reconciliation will be offered starting ½
hour before EVERY WEEKEND MASS in November.
Do you ever find it awkward to talk about your
faith? Would you like some tips on how to sum it up
from an expert? You are invited to the upcoming series
“How to share your faith (without being
obnoxious).” Tuesdays at 7:00 pm., November 5, 12
and 19. Come to one or all 3 evenings. Please RSVP to
Kristin Kent kkent@stjohnsea.org
SAVE THE DATE! Sunday, December 8
at 5:00 pm, we ar e having a par ty to
celebrate our new Unbound friendships. If
you are sponsoring someone, please come to
Egan Hall that evening so we can see where all of our
new friends are from, learn a bit about your friend’s
country, and play some games. There will be supplies to
make a Christmas card for your friend. Refreshments and
fun guaranteed!

Raise money for St. John School by
shopping with gift cards for everyday
purchases like food, clothing, and
entertainment. Each scrip gift card you
buy earns a rebate for St. John School.
Scrip is the powerful, “no-selling” fundraiser.
There are many ways to buy Scrip. Regular Orders,
Standing Orders, or Live Sales. See the website for more
details. https://st-johnschool.org/giving/scrip/
Mass Sales – We sell twice a month on Sunday after both
masses at coffee and donuts in Egan Hall. The next dates
are November 3rd and 17th.
Maggie Lazzeri and Andrea Vaught are your
coordinators. They – or any on the Scrip Team can be
reached at stjohnscrip@st-johnschool.org

In the office where I work, we have containers for trash,
recycling, and compost. One could imagine that the
presence of these containers is a predictor of our success
in saving the planet. However, in Laudato Si, Pope
Francis advises us:
“If we want to bring about deep change, we need to
realize that certain mindsets really do influence our
behaviour.”
Our office spans two floors and we have an open floor
plan and kitchens on each floor. The bins for trash,
recycling, and compost are located in the kitchens.
So it sounds like we are setup for success right? Not
quite… Interspersed in our open floor plan are a
smattering of labeled trash bins and recycling bins. What
happens is, people eat lunch at their desk, and toss
whatever they have, trash, recycling, or compost, into the
NEAREST bin, regardless of how it is labeled.
This is the behavior that needs to change, which starts
with education. I imagine most of my co-workers
mindlessly use those bins and if the behavior was brought
to their attention, they would willingly alter their
behavior. For most things we wish to change, we must
acknowledge our role first. For me, this means helping
my colleagues understand the problem, and working with
facilities to add more containers for trash, recycling, and
compost that are within reach of people’s desks.
Working together, we can help take care of our common
home.
Suzanna Litwin

The St. John Book Club will meet
on November 3 in the admin building at
7:00 PM where we will discuss The
Second Mountain: The Quest for a Moral
Life by David Brooks. It is available at the
library through peak picks and runs about $15.00 if you
order online.

In The Second Mountain, David Brooks explores the four
commitments that define a life of meaning and purpose.
We live in a society, Brooks argues, that celebrates
freedom, that tells us to be true to ourselves, at the
expense of surrendering to a cause, rooting ourselves in a
neighborhood, binding ourselves to others by social
solidarity and love. We have taken individualism to the
extreme—and in the process we have torn the social
fabric in a thousand different ways. The path to repair is
through making deeper commitments.

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE
ENCOUNTER
♦ Remember your honeymoon!
Remember how special it was?
♦ The Worldwide Marriage Encounter helps
you bring back the togetherness of those times.
♦ It is a positive, simple, common sense experience
between a husband and wife.
♦ Sign up today to attend one of the upcoming
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends on
Nov. 15-17, 2019 or Feb. 7-9, 2020
♦ Early registration is highly recommended. The next
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is at the
Sheraton Hotel Bellevue on
November 15 – 17, 2019.
There is also a weekend in Gig Harbor on
Feb. 7-9, 2020. Apply at www.wwme.org. For further
information leave a message at 206-772-2344. Sign up
today. For more information visit our website at:
www.wwme.org.

Archbishop Paul D. Etienne
from the Archdiocese of
Seattle encourages the faithful
to pray the rosary.
Please go to this link to hear the Archbishop talk about
the rosary: vimeo.com/366348924/e6a4258783

Golden Fellowship Lunch
this week!
All those 55 and better are
welcome to join us at noon
on October 31st in the Admin
Building for a potluck lunch. We will
provide Sloppy Joes. Feel free to bring a side dish or
dessert to share.
It's Halloween and we will have a special appearance by
the St John Preschool students in their costumes.
You won't want to miss this one!

Opportunity for Prayer
On the first Saturday of each month, there is mass at
8:30 am for those who want to pray. Mass is preceded
by praying the Rosary at 8 am. Please join us in this
special observation on Saturday, November 2nd, in the
chapel (enter by the side doors.) Pray in community as
part of this intimate and faith-filled celebration.

O’Dea Open House

November 6, 2019 at 6 pm
O’Dea is a Catholic high school
whose mission is to educate young
men and prepare them to be men of
character, faith, and service. Please
join us to learn more about our Catholic education,
College Preparatory Academics, Brotherhood, Student
Life, and rich tradition of Winning, with Honor.
Questions? Contact the Admissions Office at
kpatterson@odea.org or (206)622-1308

We have an urgent need for volunteers
for the Ministry for Sick & Home Bound
"Comfort, O comfort my people,"
says the Lord.
Isaiah 40:1
We have parishioners that are in need of comfort.

Here at St John Parish we are given two important and
beautiful ways to reach out and
respond to that call.

Ballard Care and Rehab Center
Our volunteer ministers conduct a
Prayer Service with Communion every
Friday morning. Mass is celebrated,
when possible, once a month. All
residents are invited and welcome to
attend. Those who cannot attend are
visited in their rooms if they request a
pastoral visit.
There are over 100 residents and many
have become part of our community. These are lovely, long suffering
people who are an inspiration to all
who visit and minister to them.

Sick and Home Bound
Special Ministers of the Eucharist are commissioned to
bring Holy Communion to those sick in their homes.
Parishioners so appreciate being able to receive
Communion and visit with another member of their
community. They need to know they are remembered and
valued members of our parish.
If you wish to volunteer, you don’t need to step up for
both ministries. You may choose one or the other. For
information on time needed, commitment, and
qualifications, please call: Loretta Fletcher at
206-784-3529.

SPAM ALERT – you may have received this below email that appears to be from
Father Crispin.
It is not from Father Crispin– please be careful to block sender – these emails are getting
more realistic looking!
PLEASE ALWAYS – look at the From: email address - this is NOT Father Crispin’s
email address.
Father’s email address is available and known to all who need it.
_____________________________________________
From: Father Cr ispin Okoth <fr cr ispinstjohnsea.or g@gmail.com>
Sent: Fr iday, September 20, 2019 10:07 AM
To: Dani D’Amelio <ddamelio@stjohnsea.org>
Subject: BLESS YOU

How are you?
I need a favor from you, please email me back as soon as possible.
Hope to hear from you soon.
Sent from my iPad

_____________________________________________
Neither Father (nor anyone else from the parish) would send out an email asking for a
special favor. The only time we ask for donations is for the parish itself, the ACA, and
special collections. You should give only by using your envelope/give at Mass/in
person or the online giving option provided to you on our website.
Ignore any other requests for funds that claim to come from our parish or anyone
associated with our parish.

Reconciliation
Not only does it [the Sacrament of
Penance] free us from our sins but it also
challenges us to have the same kind of
compassion and forgiveness for those
who sin against us. We are liberated to
be forgivers. We obtain new insight into the words of the
Prayer of St. Francis: "It is in pardoning that we are
pardoned." (from USCCB)
St John offers the sacrament of Reconciliation on the
2nd & 4th Saturdays of the month, in the vestibule
Reconciliation Chapel at 4:00 pm or by appointment.

Catholic Cemeteries
We remember and give thanks at our regular Eucharistic
celebrations for all of those who have died. All are invited.
Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are on Saturday
mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call: Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org
Mass in English
Holyrood Cemetery:
November 2
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Misa en Espanol
Holyrood Cemetery:
Noviembre 23
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA. 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
November 2
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Gethsemane Cemetery:
Noviembre 9
37600 Pacific Highway S.
Federal Way, WA 98003

St. Vincent de Paul Monthly
Food Collection

3rd weekend of the month before Mass
Donations of non-perishable food and household products
(like toilet paper and toothpaste) for our food pantry will
be greatly appreciated.

Staying in touch with St John’s Parish:
 The Parish office publishes a weekly email newsletter on
Wednesday afternoons. If you would like to receive the
latest parish updates with clickable links to flyers and web
pages, right to your inbox, email smarty@stjohnsea.org.

 Like our Facebook page: St John the Evangelist, Seattle
St John Parish Web Page
www.stjohnsea.org

St John School Web Page
www.st-johnschool.org

Saint of the Month
In October, we here at the school will
focus on peace, a fruit of the Holy
Spirit. Peace is tranquility that can be
experienced when we put our complete
trust in God. When we rely on God, we
believe that he will provide for our needs
and this relieves us from any anxious
thoughts about the future. St. John Paul II showed us
how to live in peace in many ways. In 1984, he started
World Youth Day where millions of young people come
together from all over the world to learn how to be
empowered disciples of God. St John Paul II placed
Jesus as the center of his life and had a special relationship with Mary. He strived for peace around the world.

Saint John Paul II
Feast Day October 22

Saint John Paul II was born Karol Józef
Wojtyła in Poland on May 18, 1920. He
led the Catholic Church from 1978 to
2005.
He was one of the most travelled world
leaders in history, visiting 129 countries
during his pontificate. As part of his special emphasis on
the universal call to holiness, he beatified 1,340 and
canonized 483 people, more than the combined tally of his
predecessors during the preceding five centuries. A key goal
of John Paul's papacy was to transform and reposition the
Catholic Church. His wish was "to place his Church at the
heart of a new religious alliance that would bring
together Jews, Muslims and Christians in a great religious
armada".
John Paul II was the second longest-serving pope in
modern history after Pope Pius IX, who served for nearly 32
years from 1846 to 1878. John Paul II was the first nonItalian pope since 1523. John Paul II's cause for
canonization commenced one month after his death on April
2, 2005, with the traditional five-year waiting period waived.
John Paul II was beatified in May 2011 (Divine Mercy
Sunday) after one miracle was confirmed to his
intercession, the healing of a French nun from Parkinson's
disease. The second miracle happened after the late pope's
beatification: a Costa Rican woman was healed of a terminal
brain aneurysm. The second miracle was approved in July
2013, and confirmed by Pope Francis two days later (two
miracles must be attributed to a person's intercession to be
declared a saint).
John Paul II was canonized on April 27, 2014 (again
Divine Mercy Sunday). It is traditional to celebrate saints'
feast days on the anniversary of their deaths, but that of John
Paul II (October 22) is celebrated on the
anniversary of his papal inauguration.
John Paul II is the patron saint of World Youth Day.
From Wikipedia.com

