Saint John the Evangelist Church
MISSION STATEMENT
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the people of
St. John the Evangelist Parish are called to embrace
the Church’s mission of proclaiming the Good News
of salvation through Jesus Christ for all. Our witness
to the presence of God and our reaching out to
others allow us to deepen our relationship with God.
We accomplish this through our worship together,
especially in the celebration of the Eucharist;
through ongoing faith development for all people of
all ages and life situations; through the performance
of good works; and through responsible stewardship
by which we care for the gifts given to us by our God.

April 7, 2019
Fifth Sunday of Lent
“The Life giving Spirit dwells in us.” Romans 8:8-11

106 N 79th St. Seattle, WA 98103
206-782-2810
www.stjohnsea.org
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April 14

8:30am Mass

8:30am
Morning Prayer

8:30am Mass

8:30am Mass
9am-11am
Adoration of
the Blessed
Sacrament

9 am—1 pm
Seattle Camino
de Santiago

Palm Sunday

Edwards/
Sullivan
classes
attending

8:30am Mass or
Morning Prayer

7 pm
Mercy Night
Reconciliation
service

MASS TIMES
Saturday: Vigil Mass 5pm
Sunday: 8:30am & 10:30am
Monday thru Friday and 1st Saturdays:
Mass or Morning Prayer 8:30am
Thursday: Ador ation 9-11am
RECONCILIATION
Reconciliation schedule: 2nd & 4th Saturdays
of the month, in the vestibule Reconciliation
Chapel 3:30pm—4:30pm
PARISH OFFICE
106 North 79th St Seattle, WA 98103
Phone: 206-782-2810
Fax: 206-782-0242
Confidential Fax: 206-770-6494
Pastoral Emergency#: 206-300-0972
www.stjohnsea.org
Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
8:00AM-12:00PM & 1:00PM-4:00PM
SCHOOL OFFICE
120 North 79th St Seattle, WA 98103
Phone: 206-783-0337
Fax: 206-782-0242
Confidential Fax: 206-770-6494
Extended Day Care: 206-782-9915
Development: 206-783-0337 ext. 323
Auction: 206-783-7663
www.st-johnschool.org
School Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 8:00AM-4:00PM
Extended Day Care:
Monday-Friday 7:00AM-6:30PM

6pm—7 pm
Reconciliation

2:30pm Stations
of the Cross
with the school
6 pm Last soup
supper
7pm Stations of
the Cross

3:30 pm
Reconciliation

8:30am Mass
10:15am
Nursery &
Sunday School

Please meet in the
courtyard at 10:15
for the procession
5pm Vigil Mass to 10:30am Mass

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW):
Most Sundays: Oct. through May during 10:30 Mass
Children ages 5-10 are invited to attend.
Preschool Sunday School:
October through April during the 10:30 Mass
Children age 4 (by Sept. 1st ) & 5.
10:30am Nursery: The nursery is in Extended Day Care (XDC).
XDC is now in the Quigley building.
Children ages 8 months - 3 years are welcome. Nursery is free.
*NOTE for the above programs:
No sessions on holiday weekends or school breaks.
For more information or questions contact Kristin Kent in the
parish office, ext. 352 or by email: kkent@stjohnsea.org
FAITH FORMATION & SACRAMENTS
For information on these programs contact Julia Rudden,
Director of Sacramental Preparation: jrudden@stjohnsea.org
Infant Baptism
Baptism dates: May 18-19, 2019

Sacrament of Matrimony
Couples should contact parish office 6-8 months ahead of time.
Our Church and Sacraments
Are you interested in learning more about the Catholic Church?
Are you someone who was baptized as an infant but did not
receive any other sacraments? We meet on the second Wednesday
of the month at 7pm to answer questions you might have.
Parish Advocate for Annulments
For parishioners seeking a marriage annulment, please contact the
parish office or email: annulment@stjohnsea.org

Rev. Crispin A. Okoth, Pastor
Bernadette O'Leary, Principal
Dani D'Amelio, PA for Administration
Mary Wiseman, Director of Parish Development
Dr. Twila McDonell, Director of Liturgical Music
Julia Rudden, Director of Sacramental Preparation
Kristin Kent, Coordinator of Evangelization and Faith Formation
Sheila Marty, Administrative Assistant
KC Nordquist, Parish Office Administrative Assistant

Extension 314
Extension 310
Extension 313
Extension 355
360-920-8866
Extension 308
Extension 352
Extension 358
Extension 300

frcrispin@stjohnsea.org
boleary@st-johnschool.org
ddamelio@stjohnsea.org
mwiseman@stjohnsea.org
music@stjohnsea.org
jrudden@stjohnsea.org
kkent@stjohnsea.org
smarty@stjohnsea.org
knordquist@stjohnsea.org

Liturgy
REFLECTION
Fifth Sunday in Lent
"Rise up, be off to the potter’s house; there I will give you my
message." (Jeremiah 18:2)
That was quite an odd command for God to give his prophet!
There was nothing extraordinary about a potter’s house. Every
day, the pot-ter bent over his wheel and formed plates and
bowls and vessels for or-dinary household use. But God had
decided to enter this ordinary, rou-tine moment and transform
it with his life-changing word.

Jeremiah was no stranger to God’s voice. He had heard him
speak many times before this episode. But there is nothing
humdrum or every-day about hearing God’s word. Even when
he walks into an ordinary sit-uation, he does so with the purpose of touching human hearts and giv-ing them a heavenly
vision.
And this time was no different. At the potter’s house, Jeremiah
heard God prom-ise that he would continue to mold his people
until they were completely pleasing to him. He gave Jeremiah
an insight into the kind of intimate and loving relationship God
wanted to have with his people.
It’s easy to recognize God in grandiose events like a dramatic
conversion experience or the birth of a new child. But God is
just as present in our regular, everyday lives. Whether we are
at work, sweep-ing the floors, or making a meal, he stands
ready to speak his message to us. He is always looking to mold
our hearts and form our minds. Through his Spirit, he is always eager to reach right into our ordinary days and make
them extraordinary.
Brothers and sisters, God is un-limited in his ways. He may
remind you of a passage from Scripture while you sit in traffic.
He may whisper words of love to you when you wake in the
middle of the night. He may remind you of his patience while
you wait in the doctor’s office. You never know exactly where
or when or even what God will say to you in the course of a
day, but you can be sure that his word will not be ordinary. So
try your best to welcome him into every part of your day. And
keep your heart open—even when you’re at the potter’s house!
“Thank you, Father, for being in every part of my life, especially the ordinary times. Come and speak to my heart and
mold me into your own image. Thank you for loving me so
perfectly!”
Psalm 146:1-6; Matthew 13:47-53
wau.org/meditations/2012/08/02

VOLUNTEER LITURGICAL OPPORTUNITIES

Readings for April 14
Palm Sunday
First Reading
Isaiah 50:4–7
The Suffering Servant speaks to the weary.
Psalm 22
“My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?”
Second Reading
Philippians 2:6–11
Jesus emptied himself, and God filled this emptiness with exaltation.
Gospel
Luke 22:14—23:56
The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
Listening today to Luke’s account of the Passion, we hear of
the supreme confidence Jesus had in his Father and his
Father’s will. Isaiah also exudes confidence in the face of
abuse, holding his head high as he places his trust in the Lord
GOD. Saint Paul testifies that by humbling himself and submitting to his Father’s will, Jesus was glorified by God the
Father. May we also know that confidence in God’s will as we
listen to God’s word.

Palm Sunday and the Triduum
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
Vigil Mass April 13th at 5pm
Mass - April 14th at 8:30am & 10:30am
(For the 10:30am Mass, please meet in the courtyard
at 10:15am for the procession.)
Holy Thursday of the Lord's Supper
Mass -April 18th at 7pm
Adoration until 10pm in the Reservation Chapel
Good Friday of the Passion of the Lord
April 19th
Stations of the Cross at 2pm
Liturgy at 7pm
Holy Saturday
The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night
Mass - April 20th at 8:30pm
Easter Sunday
The Resurrection of the Lord
Mass - April 21st at 8:30am & 10:30am

All ministries at St John Parish/
If you are interested in learning more about any of St John’s liturgical ministries,
School require Safe Environment
or you would like to volunteer, please contact a ministry lead.
training. Please contact Sheila
Ushers: J oe Sullivan- joe.sullivan1020@gmail.com
Marty
at 206-782-2810 ext 358 or
Sacristans: Patty Mayhle- mpjmayhle@msn.com
email:
smarty@stjohnsea.org
Lectors: Tony Per ucca- 206-781-2156 or tonyp2000@yahoo.com
Environment/Decorating: call the par ish office– 206-782-2810
Eucharistic Ministers: J oanne J epson- 206-782-9329 or josiemj51@yahoo.com
Children’s Liturgies: Kr istin Kent- 206-782-2810 ext. 352 or kkent@stjohnsea.org
Music: Dr . Twila McDonell - Director of Liturgical Music music@stjohnsea.org
Homebound Ministry: Lor etta Fletcher – 206-784-3529 or Marion Johnson– 206-782-5084
Altar Servers: Lisette Nenninger - lisette@alum.mit.edu or Laura Root Pelfrey- rootpelfrey@live.com

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
Collection for week of March 31, 2019
Total Sacrificial Giving Budget for 18–19 is $816,642.00.
This means we need a weekly collection of $15,704.65.
Mail in
5pm Vigil
8:30am
10:30am
Electronic
Total

$
$
$
$
$
$

2,157.00
This does NOT include
restricted donations such as
879.57
Holy Day Collections,
2,532.00
(Christmas and Easter), and
1,389.00
3,162.32 donations made to our ministries
or coffee & donuts.
10,119.89

Electronic Giving @ St John!
You can donate from your Smart phone.
St John the Evangelist has a mobile version
of our online giving page to make it easy for
you to give anytime from your smart phone. Simply scan
the image you see here using your phone’s QR code reader
or go to: www.stjohnsea.org
and locate the online giving page.

When Jesus heard about
the illness of His friend,
Lazarus, He responded,
“This illness is not to end
in death: rather it is for
God’s glory, that through it the Son of God may be glorified.” Every aspect of our lives—our gifts as well as our
sufferings-can, if surrendered to Christ, lead to blessing for
others and ourselves.

A couple of final nuggets on confession to wrap up this
series:
The real difference between the Church and State is huge
and plain. The State, in all lands and ages, has created a
machinery of punishment, more bloody and brutal in
some places than in others, but bloody and brutal everywhere. The Church is the only institution that ever attempted to create a machinery of pardon. The Church is
the only thing that ever attempted by system to pursue
and discover crimes, not in order to avenge, but in order
to forgive them…[The Church’s] specialty – or, if you
like, its oddity – was this merciless mercy; the unrelenting sleuthhound who seeks to save and not slay.
— G. K. Chesterton
The Catholic religion does not oblige us to reveal our
sins indiscriminately to everyone; it allows us to remain
hidden from all other men, with one single exception, to
whom it bids us reveal our innermost heart and show
ourselves for what we are. There is only this one man in
the world whom it orders us to disillusion, and it lays on
him the obligation of inviolable secrecy, which means
that he might as well not possess the knowledge of us that
he has. Can anything milder and more charitable be imagined? And yet, such is man’s corruption that he finds
even this law harsh, and this is one of the main reasons
why a large part of Europe has revolted against the
Church.
— Blaise Pascal, Pensées, #978.
Come to Mercy Night, April 8th, 7 - 9pm. Get your ticket to the feast.

See John 11:4

If you have nuggets you’d like to share, email Bill Marty,
bill@takenroad.com. Thanks!
Questions About the Catholic Faith?
Seeking Answers About the Church?
Our Door is Open!
Here at St John, we meet once a month, on the second
Wednesday, with those interested in learning more
about Catholicism, about our church, and about our faith.
The meetings are casual, with plenty of time for
questions and discussion, and are open to all!
The next meeting is Wednesday, April 10 at 7pm
in the Admin Building.
Check out our website for more information about
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
bit.ly/BecomeCatholic
Questions? Julia Rudden: jrudden@stjohnsea.org

PRAYER INTENTIONS
We wanted to let you know of some modifications with
the way we announce prayer intentions. We will continue to publish all intentions in the bulletin each week,
write all intentions in the vestibule prayer book every
weekend and read all new intentions during Prayer of the
Faithful at Mass for one weekend. All intentions are honored at every Mass as we pray these words: “For the intentions in our vestibule prayer book, and those who have
asked for our prayers and for those who need our prayers.”
If you would like to request a special weekday Mass to be
said for your intentions please let KC know in the Parish
office and she would be happy to arrange that with you.
KC Nordquist: 206-782-2810 or
knordquist@stjohnsea.org

2019 Seattle Camino de Santiago
You’re invited to join us on Saturday, April 13th,
“Palm Saturday”, for a mini-pilgrimage.
We’ll pray stations of the cross at St. John’s, Blessed
Sacrament, St. Patrick’s , St. Joseph’s, Immaculate
Conception, St. Ignatius’ Chapel at Seattle U., and
St. James Cathedral. We’ll start with light breakfast
snacks at St John’s at 8:15 am, say our first stations at
St. John at 9 am and finish at St. James at around 1pm.
Along the way we’ll walk
about 2.5 hours and take two
short Metro bus rides.
For more information visit
seattlecamino.org.
or call the parish office
206-782-2810

The St. John Book club will
be reading Introduction to the
Devout Life by St. Francis de
Sales. This book focuses on the
need for laypeople to be saints in
their own way. The book consolidates letters St. Francis had written
to one of his congregants and provides all sorts of advice on meditation, anxiety, sadness,
friendship, humility. . . and a host of other topics to live
the devout life. It is remarkably accessible given that it
was written 400 years ago.
The book is still in publication. It is also available in pdf
https://www.catholicspiritualdirection.org/
devoutlife.pdf and you can listen to it here
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tggICEbSNoY.
EWTN also has a program on his life
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VNRRpOX1GFk.
We hope to see you on Tuesday, May 7 at 7:00 PM in
the Admin Building.

The Saint Francis of Assisi group is a new

ministry at St John’s that is inspired by Pope Francis’ call
to extend our Christian circle of compassion to the animals
and the environment. Please join us for our second meeting
on More information about the group and where to get a
copy of Laudato Si can be found at our website at
SaintFrancisSeattle.wordpress.com.
Monday, April 15 at 7pm in the New Admin building.

The next Evening of Recollection for Women will be on
Thursday April 25, 2019 (7:30—9:15). The recollection
will be held at St Pius X Catholic Church,
22209 58th Ave W, Mountlake Terrace , WA 98043
**Confession starts at 6:30 pm before the recollection. It
continues until all are heard

Schedule for the evening:
6:30 pm Confession (cry room)
7:30 pm Meditation (church)
8:00 pm Examination of Conscience (church0
Confession continues (cry room)
8:10 Talk (church, choir section)
8:30 Benediction and Meditation (church)
9:15 Adjourn

St Vincent de Paul Honors
John & Mary Moran
The St. Vincent de Paul conference at St Johns has
been blessed by the membership of John and Mary
Moran since 2002.
For over 16 years, John Moran has been making home
visits to the poor of Greenwood and Phinney Ridge as
one the most experienced St. Vincent de Paul leads,
while Mary Moran has held the post of conference
Secretary for as long as most of us can remember.
John and Mary have humbly served as Vincentians,
quietly and faithfully performing countless tasks in
service to the least among us. It's hard to imagine St.
Vincent de Paul at St. John's without the Morans.
At last Sunday's Annual King County St. Vincent de
Paul Dinner, John and Mary were awarded the Least of
Our Brethren award for their long-time dedicated work
as Vincentians. (John was unable to attend the dinner
due to the recent death of his brother, but Mary was
there to accept their award before joining John.)
Congratulations, John and Mary Moran!

Lenten Schedule 2019

Stations of the Cross
The Stations of the Cross is a 30 minute devotion
that offers witness to Jesus' passion and death. At
each station we use our senses and our imagination to reflect prayerfully upon Jesus' suffering,
death, and resurrection, and to simply experience
the visual images to reflect on Christ's love for us.
(adapted from www.loyolapress.com)
St John’s will pray the Stations every Friday during Lent at
7pm in the church.
Contact Jim Russell if you have questions.
russelljim12@gmail.com

Daily Mass or Morning Prayer - 8:30am
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursdays - 9am til 11am
Parish Reconciliation Service
Monday, April 8th at 7pm
Fridays in Lent
Stations of the Cross with the school at 2:30pm
Last soup supper April 12th at 6 in Egan Hall!
Stations of the Cross at 7pm
Good Friday Stations on April 19th will be at
2:00pm

Please come to the
Knights of Columbus Fish Fry!
At 5 pm April 7th, at Egan Hall
Free will donation with proceeds to benefit Catholic Community
Services as well Knights projects such as rosaries for First Communicants. Please come enjoy some fish & chips, fellowship and
support work being done in your community .

Lenten Silent Retreat
Weekday Self-Directed
Retreat
Mass, Confession & Adoration available Archbishop
Brunet Retreat Center At the Palisades. Next Meeting
is March 22-24.
Upcoming Retreats: Register online at
PalisadesRetreatCenter.Org

Would you like to add a bit of prayer to this season of Lent? Come to the parish admin building on Thursday April
11 at 7:00 pm. We’ll talk about the day’s gospel reading and pray together. Be home by 8:00!

SIGN UP FOR SUMMER CAMPS!

(email Kristin Kent to sign up for any of these kkent@stjohnsea.org)
High School Service Week: August 5-9. 9 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. We’ll volunteer at a different service agency every day,
and we’ll also have some fun each day too. Good for the mind, body and soul!
Vacation Bible School: August 19-23. 9:00 a.m. – 12:30. For children going into K through those going into 5th
grade. Led by the wonderful Mrs. Jessup and Mrs. Castillio, this week is called “All Aboard the Queen of Heaven Express!”
Youth Migrant Camp: August 18 – 23. The Youth Migrant Project is almost full. We have just one spot left for
the August 18 – 23 trip to Sedro-Wooley. Thank you to those who have signed up!
For rising 6th graders through rising freshmen. We will drive to Sedro-Wooley (near Burlington) and spend 5 days and
nights working with the children of migrant workers, helping in the tri-parish food bank, exploring social justice issues,
having fun, cooking together, hosting a “fiesta” one night, praying, etc, etc. Don’t miss this!!
There is one SOUP SUPPER left! You don’t have to cook on April 12! J ust come to Egan Hall at 6 pm and enjoy
delicious home-made soups, mac ‘n cheese, rice and beans, good bread, and the company of your fellow parishioners!

Encounter Lent
Dignity of Work and the Rights of
Workers
Catholic social teaching inspires and
guides how we are to live and work in
the world. In this principle, Dignity of
Work and Rights of Workers, we remember that, Jesus spent years working as a carpenter. Work is important
to help people fulfill their potential.
And everyone must receive a fair wage
to provide for themselves and their
families.

Encounter Ona
Ona always knew she wanted to be a “shining woman” in her community—and an example to
her two young daughters. She studied hard and eventually earned her teaching degree from a
university. But in Gaza, jobs are hard to find. Even though Ona had been a good student, she
could not find work as a teacher.
“The financial situation was so difficult,” Ona says. “I started to feel hopeless.”
That’s why CRS matches workers with job opportunities. Through CRS, Ona applied for an
internship as a teacher and was hired to teach math.
Ona knew she wanted to take full advantage of the opportunity. “I took time to ask questions
and learn. I tried to better myself—and become a better teacher.”
Through her internship, Ona gained the confidence and inspiration to branch out on her own.
She saved enough money to open a tutoring center. She now helps students of all ages with
their math skills, as well as with other subjects. After one month in business, 41 children had
visited her center.
“When people encourage you, you start to think in a more creative way,” Ona says.
As she thinks about the future, she thinks of her children. “I hope I can be an example to my
daughters. I hope that my daughters can achieve their dreams.”

https://www.crsricebowl.org/stories-of-hope/week-5

God of the Journey, we encounter you in our neighbor.
Speaking on the parable of the Good Samaritan, Pope Francis reminds us, “By the
end of the parable, we see that the ‘neighbor’ is not so much the man in need,
but rather the one who responded to that need with compassion.”
Realizing that we are called to be “neighbor” to those near and far can be overwhelming. Where do we start? The prayer, learning, fasting and almsgiving we
commit to during Lent allows us to start everywhere.
CRS Rice Bowl serves people in Uganda, Gaza, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka, Guatemala,
and many other countries around the world. Go to https://www.crsricebowl.org/
stories-of-hope/week-1 to read how our rice bowl donations affect families by
giving them safer places to live, providing education for families, matching workers with job opportunities, teaching them how to grow food, and teaching them
how to care for their children.
Lenten sacrifices given to Rice Bowl also help communities here and throughout
the United States. 25% of every gift to Rice Bowl supports nearly 300 projects in
this archdiocese.

Visit seattlearchdiocese.org/ricebowl to learn more about projects Rice Bowl supports in your community.

Kate Brown, Youth Ministry Director ● kate@nscy.org ● 206-488-5970
Middle school and high school students are invited to joins us for our last week of Lent! We will not be
meeting April 14, 21, or 28 due to spring breaks and Holy Week. Our next meeting will be Sunday, May 5.

Sunday Gatherings at St. Catherine at 5:00 pm

This week’s topic: The Authority of the Church!

Confirmation Masses will be:

The Catholic Church has so many beautiful and
amazing gifts to give the world and to give you!

Saturday, May 11 at St. Catherine Parish
5:00 pm

Join other high school students on Sundays from 7:00
pm to 8:30 as we discuss what makes the Catholic
Church unique and why you should be proud to be
Catholic!

@NSeattleCatholicYouth

Wednesday, May 15 at St. Mark Parish
7:00 pm
Wednesday, June 5 at St. John Parish
6:00 pm
Please keep all those who are preparing for the
Sacrament of Confirmation in your prayers!

“Don’t be afraid to be Saints!” JPII
NSeattleCatholicYouth
@NSCatholicYouth

Please remember the following people who are ill,
homebound or need your prayers this week,
especially: Lorraine Hamilton, Doug Langley, Nelly San Juan,
Willy Alexander, John Flanagan, Aileen Laney, Greg Linnell,
Peter D’Amelio, Angela Lizette, the Jebousek family, Ann
Marty, Marcey Flood, the Lyle Stevenson family, Theresa
O’Neil, Vanessa Castillo, Hilda Michael, Linda Sullivan,
Marcela Grisczunski, Cindy Bland, and Milana Richardson, we
pray to the Lord.
For our Armed Forces personnel throughout the world, that they
come home safely to their families, we pray to the Lord.
For those who have died, especially Michael Moran, that they
may rest in the healing embrace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we
pray to the Lord.
If you have family or friends in need of prayer, please call the
parish office. 206-782-2810

Catholic Cemeteries

We remember and give thanks at our regular Eucharistic
celebrations for all of those who have died. All are invited.
Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are on Saturday mornings at
10:30 am.
For additional information please call: Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org
Mass in English
Holyrood Cemetery:
May 4
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
April 13
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Misa en Espanol
Holyrood Cemetery:
Abril 27
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA. 98155

Gethsemane Cemetery:
Mayo 4
37600 Pacific Highway S.
Federal Way, WA 98003

St. Vincent de Paul Monthly Food Collection

3rd weekend of the month before Mass.
Donations of non-perishable food and household products (like
toilet paper and toothpaste) for our food pantry will be greatly
appreciated.

Staying in touch with St John’s Parish:
 The Parish office publishes a weekly email newsletter
on Wednesday afternoons. If you would like to receive the
latest parish updates with clickable links to flyers and web
pages, right to your inbox, email smarty@stjohnsea.org.
 Mobile phone app Lear n mor e or download the
app at: myparishapp.com
 Like our Facebook page: SaintJohn Evangelist
St John Parish Web Page
www.stjohnsea.org

St John School Web Page
www.st-johnschool.org

St Catherine of Siena
Feast Day —April 29th
St. Catherine of Siena was born during the outbreak
of the plague in Siena, Italy on March 25, 1347. She
was the 25th child born to her mother, although half
of her brothers and sisters did not survive childhood. At the age of 16, Catherine's sister, Bonaventura, died, leaving
her husband as a widower. Catherine's parents proposed that he
marry Catherine as a replacement, but Catherine opposed this.
Her parents attempted to resist her attempts to avoid marriage, but
they were unsuccessful. Her fasting and her devotion to her family,
convinced them to relent and allow her to live as she pleased. Despite Catherine's religious nature, she did not choose to enter a convent. Instead she joined the Third Order of St. Dominic, which allowed her to associate with a religious society while living at home.
Fellow Dominican sisters taught St. Catherine how to read. Meanwhile, she lived quietly, isolated within her family home.
Something changed her when she was 21. She described an experience she referred to as her "mystical marriage to Christ." Such mystical experiences change people, and St. Catherine was no exception.
In her vision, she was told to reenter public life and to help the poor
and sick. She immediately rejoined her family and went into public
to help people in need.
St. Catherine was drawn further into the world as she worked, and
eventually she began to travel, calling for reform of the Church and
for people to confess and to love God totally. She became involved
in politics, and was key in working to keep city states loyal to the
Pope.
From 1375 onwards, St. Catherine began dictating letters to scribes.
She petitioned for peace and was instrumental in persuading the
Pope in Avignon to return to Rome. She became involved in the
fractured politics of her time, but was instrumental in restoring the
Papacy to Rome and in brokering peace deals during a time of factional conflict and war between the Italian city states.
She also established a monastery for women in 1377 outside of
Siena. She is credited with composing over 400 letters, her Dialogue, which is her definitive work, and her prayers. These works
were so influential that St. Catherine would later be declared a Doctor of the Church. She is one of the most influential and popular
saints in the Church.
By 1380, the 33-year-old mystic had become ill, possibly because
of her habit of extreme fasting. In January of 1380, her illness accelerated her inability to eat and drink. Within weeks, she was unable
to use her legs. She died on April 29, following a stroke just a week
prior. She is the patron saint for fire and illness; for the United
States, Italy, miscarriages, people ridiculed for their faith, sexual
temptation, and nurses.

www.catholic.org/saints

SACRED HEART RADIO 1050 KBLE ~ Seattle
Sunday Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am
Daily Mass - 5:00 am, 9:00 am Monday - Saturday
Rosary 1:00 pm, ever y after noon
8:30 pm, every night
Chaplet of Divine Mercy:
1:30pm Sunday & Saturday

