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Second Sunday of Advent
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

December 8, 2019
Thursday

Friday

December 9
December 10
December 11
December 12
December 13
Immaculate
Conception
8:30 am
8:30 am Mass or 8:30 am Mass 8:30 am Mass or
9 am All School Morning Prayer Morning Prayer 9 am to 11 am Morning Prayer
Mass
Adoration of the
Blessed
Sacrament
7 pm Mass
For the repose
of the soul of
John Solema

7 pm Knights of
Columbus

RECONCILIATION
Reconciliation schedule: 2nd & 4th Saturdays
of the month, in the vestibule Reconciliation
Chapel 4:00 pm to 4:30 pm
PARISH OFFICE
106 North 79th St Seattle, WA 98103
Phone: 206-782-2810
Fax: 206-782-0242
Confidential Fax: 206-770-6494
Pastoral Emergency: 206-300-0972
www.stjohnsea.org
Parish Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
8:00 am to 12:00 pm & 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm
SCHOOL OFFICE
120 North 79th St Seattle, WA 98103
Phone: 206-783-0337
Fax: 206-782-0242
Confidential Fax: 206-770-6494
Extended Day Care: 206-782-9915
Development: 206-783-0337 ext. 323
Auction: 206-783-7663
www.st-johnschool.org
School Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm
Extended Day Care:
Monday-Friday 7:00 am to 6:30 pm

December 14

4:30 pm
Reconciliation
5 pm Mass
6 pm Family
Rosary Group

7 pm Stations of
the Cross

MASS TIMES
Saturday: Vigil Mass 5 pm
Sunday: 8:30 am & 10:30 am
Monday through Friday, & 1st Saturdays:
Mass or Morning Prayer 8:30 am
Thursday: Ador ation 9 am to 11am

Saturday

Sunday
December 15
8 am and 10 am
Reconciliation
8:30 am Mass
10:15 Nursery &
Sunday School
10:30 am Mass
CLOW

Scrip available

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW):
Most Sundays: Sept 8th through May during 10:30 Mass.
Children ages 5-10 are invited to attend.
Preschool Sunday School:
For children age 4 and 5, October thr ough Apr il
10:30 am Nursery: The nursery is in Extended Day Care (XDC)
which is located in the Quigley building. Children ages 8 months to
3 years are welcome. Nursery is free.
*NOTE for the above programs:
No sessions on holiday weekends or school breaks.
For more information or questions contact Kristin Kent in the
parish office, ext. 352 or by email: kkent@stjohnsea.org
FAITH FORMATION & SACRAMENTS
For information on these programs contact Julia Rudden,
Director of Sacramental Preparation: jrudden@stjohnsea.org
Infant Baptism
Baptism dates: February 8th and 9th, 2020.
Classes: January 8th and 15th, 2020
Sacrament of Matrimony
Couples should contact parish office 6-8 months ahead of time.
Our Church and Sacraments
Are you interested in learning more about the Catholic Church?
Are you someone who was baptized as an infant but did not
receive any other sacraments? We meet regularly to answer
questions you might have.
Parish Advocate for Annulments
For parishioners seeking a marriage annulment, please contact the
parish office or email: annulment@stjohnsea.org

Rev. Crispin A. Okoth, Pastor
Bernadette O'Leary, Principal
Dani D'Amelio, PA for Administration
Mary Wiseman, Director of Parish Development
Dr. Twila McDonell, Director of Liturgical Music
Julia Rudden, Director of Sacramental Preparation
Kristin Kent, Coordinator of Evangelization and Faith Formation
Sheila Marty, Administrative Assistant
KC Nordquist, Parish Office Administrative Assistant

Extension 314
Extension 310
Extension 313
Extension 355
360-920-8866
Extension 308
Extension 352
Extension 358
Extension 300

frcrispin@stjohnsea.org
boleary@st-johnschool.org
ddamelio@stjohnsea.org
mwiseman@stjohnsea.org
music@stjohnsea.org
jrudden@stjohnsea.org
kkent@stjohnsea.org
smarty@stjohnsea.org
knordquist@stjohnsea.org

Liturgy
REFLECTION
What does it mean to be worthy? There are a few
different ways to approach this question. Today’s Gospel
highlights two: the way of the Pharisees and the way of
John the Baptist. Our faith values good works and
discipleship. Perhaps, then, we “earn” our worth by
adhering to the right doctrines and following the right
pious practice. The Pharisees thought they were worthy.
Due to their religious pedigree and proper procedures,
they were self-satisfied. John the Baptist’s words to them
are strong. “Do not resume to say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our father.” Of course, Jesus (and John)
don’t omit the responsibility for moral behavior. John
gives the Pharisees quite a strong warning in that regard.
“Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance …
every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down
and thrown into the fire.”
It’s a question of attitude. Of disposition. It’s a matter of
the heart. If anyone would be worthy in this scenario, it’s
John the Baptist. Jesus himself will name him the greatest
of prophets and a great man. John, however, recognizes
his own lowly place in the grand scheme of things. “The
one who is coming after me is mightier than I. I am not
worthy to carry his sandals.” The Pharisees take pride in
being “better” than others. John embraces humility in
Christ being “better” than him. We don’t self-generate our
own worthiness. We receive it as a gift from God.
In a few short weeks, we’ll celebrate the birth of Christ.
Bishop Ven. Fulton Sheen wrote about the Nativity in his
“Life of Christ”: “Because [Jesus] was born in a cave,
all who wish to see Him must stoop. To stoop is the mark
of humility. The proud refuse to stoop and, therefore, they
miss divinity.” God invites us to prepare our hearts this
Advent. When you consider your own life, where are you
looking for your worth? This Christmas, are you prepared
to stoop?
©LPi
Please be aware that if the weather is snowy or
icy during the week, there will be no
8:30 am Mass or Morning Prayer.

VOLUNTEER LITURGICAL OPPORTUNITIES

Readings for Sunday, December 15
Third Sunday of Advent
First Reading
The desert will bloom.

Isaiah 35:1–6a, 10

Psalm 146
“Lord, come and save us.”
Second Reading
James 5:7–10
Be patient like a farmer waiting for spring.
Gospel
Matthew 11:2–11
In prison, John received word of the coming of Christ.
Isaiah sings a song of rebirth today, describing Israel after
the exile. Flowers bloom, disabilities are healed, sorrow
turns to joy. The letter of James counsels us to be patient
during this transformation. In the Gospel, Jesus reminds
John’s disciples that he has done just what Isaiah
prophesied. What’s more, the kingdom of heaven promises greatness for all. As we listen to God’s word, let us
rejoice, for we know that God is with us.

Lord, hear our prayers...
Please remember the following people who are ill,
homebound or need your prayers this week:

Marge Young
Pat Walsh
Pat Robach
Pat Tsagalakis
Linda Milsted
Lorraine Hamilton
Bobbie Jo Ramos
Angela Lizette

Marcey Flood
the Lyle Stevenson family
Vanessa Castillo
Marcela Grusczynski
Milana Richardson
Greg Linnell
Donna Wilson
Marilyn Wittenmyer

For those who have died, including John Solema, son of
Lydia Solema, that they may rest in the healing embrace of
our Lord, Jesus Christ, we pray to the Lord.
For Armed Forces personnel throughout the world, that they
come home safely to their families, we pray to the Lord.

All ministries at St John Parish/
If you are interested in learning more about any of St John’s liturgical ministries,
School
require Safe Environment
or you would like to volunteer, please contact a ministry lead.
training.
Please contact Sheila
Ushers: Scott Remillar d—sremi06@hotmail.com
Marty
at
206-782-2810
ext 358 or
Sacristans: Patty Mayhle—mpjmayhle@msn.com
email:
smarty@stjohnsea.org
Lectors: Suzanna Litwin—425-765-6209 or email zannabanana@live.com
Environment/Decorating: call the par ish office— 206-782-2810
Eucharistic Ministers: J oanne J epson—206-782-9329 or josiemj51@yahoo.com
Children’s Liturgies: Kr istin Kent—206-782-2810 ext. 352 or kkent@stjohnsea.org
Music: Dr . Twila McDonell—Director of Liturgical Music music@stjohnsea.org
Homebound Ministry: Lor etta Fletcher —206-784-3529 or Marion Johnson– 206-782-5084
Altar Servers: Lisette Nenninger —lisette@alum.mit.edu or Laur a Root Pelfr y- rootpelfrey@live.com
St Vincent de Paul—Paul Litwin at paul@thelitwins.com

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
Collection for week of December 1, 2019
Total Sacrificial Giving Budget for 2018–19 is $816,642.00.
This means we need a weekly collection of $15,704.65.

Mail in
5pm Vigil
8:30am
10:30am
Electronic
Total

$
$
$
$
$
$

2,269.34
778.00
2,869.50
3,135.00
6,380.97
15,432.81

This does NOT include
restricted donations such as
Holy Day Collections,
(Christmas and Easter), and
donations made to our
ministries or coffee & donuts.

Electronic Giving @ St John!
You can donate from your Smart phone.
St John the Evangelist has a mobile version
of our online giving page to make it easy for
you to give anytime from your Smart phone.
Simply scan the image you see here using your phone’s
QR code reader or go to: www.stjohnsea.org and locate
the online giving page. Or enter: bit.ly/DonateStJohn in
your web browser.
Would You Consider Being A Sponsor to someone
entering the Church?
We have new inquirers (those expressing interest in
learning more about or joining the Catholic Church)
coming to us all the time. We need St. John
parishioners to be companions with our new inquirers
to help welcome them to our community. Training and
support will be provided and the time commitment is
reasonable—a couple of hours a month. It is a lovely
opportunity to help a seeker and to affirm one’s own
faith. If interested or for more information, please
contact Julia Rudden at jrudden@stjohnsea.org.

On a recent Tuesday evening, Ron Ryan visited St. John’s
to present "Prayer: Practicing the Presence of God”. Here
are some of the nuggets. My favorite is the last.
Prayer is practicing our awareness of God. God is
constantly aware of us.

We lack the bandwidth to be constantly aware of God. So
we need to stop now and then and remember, God is HERE,
NOW. Take a few moments to quiet our minds and focus
our attention on God.
As laypeople, we are expected to be in the world, among
others, working, raising families, etc. This consumes most
of our time and attention, so we shouldn’t feel guilty that
we don’t pray constantly. We are loved and forgiven.
God’s message to us in the Bible, over and over again, can
be summed up in four words: I am with you.

It’s human to fear being in God’s presence. But God
delights in our presence, just as we would do with our
beloved. Opening ourselves to our beloved will change
us. Opening ourselves to God will change us even more,
though maybe not all at once. Be patient. Ongoing
awareness of God will suffuse our human relationships.
We’ll lose the need to compete with everyone and can show
them love instead.
We cannot earn or deserve God’s love and grace. Rather,
it is just given to us. Our primary purpose is to be a sliver
of God’s love for others. This is the meaning of our being
made in the image and likeness of God.
God loves us just as we are, and loves us too much to let us
stay this way.

Parish Advent and Christmas Schedule
The Immaculate Conception Masses—Monday, Dec. 9
at 9 am and 7 pm
Parish Reconciliation Service - Monday, Dec. 16th
at 7 pm. In December, Reconciliation will be available
1/2 hour before every weekend Mass, by attending the
Parish Reconciliation Service, or by appointment.
Anointing of the Sick - Dec. 21st & 22nd at all Masses
Christmas Masses - Dec. 24th - 5 pm Children’s Mass
and 9 pm Vigil Mass
Christmas Day, Dec. 25th - 9 am Mass
Mary, the Holy Mother of God - Jan. 1st - 9 am Mass
(Holy Day of Obligation)
Parish Office Closed - December 24, 25, 26 &
January 1st

Ron will be back in January with a series on John’s Gospel.
Three of our gospels are “synoptic”. One isn’t. What’s up
with that?
Happy Advent!
Find this and other nuggets at prayernuggets.org. If you
have nuggets you'd like to share, email Bill Marty,
bill@prayernuggets.org. Thanks.
We must be good stewards of God’s
gifts to us, receiving them gratefully
and cultivating them with care, lest
we be the ones about whom John the
Baptist speaks today, cautioning us,
“Every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down
and thrown into the fire.”

Laudato Si in Action
A Low-Carbon Christmas
Reconciliation is available for 30 minutes befor e ever y
Mass in December. Let's keep Father Crispin busy in the
chapel!
Bible Study: Join us on Wednesday evenings, starting
January 8, for a study of J ohn' s gospel. The patron
saint of our church wrote so beautifully. Let's read and
study it together! Please RSVP to kkent@stjohnsea.org
if you plan to come to any or all of the sessions. In the
Admin building, 7 pm.
There are several Advent retreats coming up at the
Palisades Retreat Center. Including this one:
A One-Day Advent Retreat led by Ron Ryan, titled
"O House of Israel, come; Let us walk in the light of
the Lord". We will discuss finding hope and faith in
the midst of darkness. December 14, 2019, 10:00 AM 3:00 PM. The event fee is $25 and includes
lunch. Check out all Palisades retreat offerings at
http://palisadesretreatcenter.org/upcoming-retreats/

Social Justice Commission
Our newly re-formed Social Justice Commission will
be meeting on Monday, December 9th at 6pm in the
Admin Building. We will be discussing a statement of
purpose and goals for this group going forward.

Family Christmas Eve Mass is
5pm Tuesday, December 24th
Our Family Christmas Eve mass needs your
children to participate!
We need: greeters, lectors and children to carry
Baby Jesus to his manger!
If your family will be attending this mass, and you have
a child who would like to be involved, contact Julia
Rudden jrudden@stjohnsea.org
by Monday, December 16th!

In Chapter Six of Laudato Si, our Holy Father
speaks of consumerism:
Since the market tends to promote extreme consumerism in
an effort to sell its products, people can easily get caught
up in a whirlwind of needless buying and spending.
As we enter this Advent season and prepare for Christmas,
perhaps it’s a good time to stop to think about consumerism and
the carbon footprint of our gifts. Consider what makes for a
good gift, not just from the perspective of the giver and the
recipient, but also from the perspective of its carbon footprint
and its impact on the poor?
We are all being bombarded with ads, tweets, posts, and articles
pushing us to buy things in the runup to Christmas. How many
of these gifts are of the throw-away variety that will end up in
landfills during 2020 or that come with high-carbon ticket
prices? How earth-friendly is that gadget, over-processed and
obesity-contributing food product, or toy you picked up for your
friend, coworker, child, parent, sibling, husband or wife? Not
very, in most cases.
What then should you give instead? Here are some ideas that
are better for the planet, you, and the recipient of your
generosity:
 The gift of a donation made in the name of your recipient to
a local or national or international charity has the dual
benefit of a low footprint and helping those in need.
 A hand-made wreath made from rosemary branches and
other plants from your garden or a garden store.
 Breakfast in a mason jar made from rolled oats or other
whole grains, seeds, and dried fruits. Just add water and let
sit overnight in the fridge for a healthy breakfast in the
morning.
 The gift of baby-sitting, house-sitting, or dog walking
might be nice for a busy person or couple.
 The gift of a home-cooked meal, a book of rides to the
grocery store or church, or perhaps a house cleaning might
be perfect for an older person living alone.
 An annual membership for a podcast that focuses on the
recipient’s favorite hobby or healthy living.
 Previously-owned (used) items have a smaller
environmental impact than new items. How about a used
bike for a kid or even an adult who wants to exercise more?
 Go local when possible. A book from your local bookstore
(e.g., Phinney Books or Couth Buzzard) or used clothing
from a local consignment shop has a better footprint than a
purchase from that big box store or that giant Internet
company that sells everything.
 The gift of a massage from a local massage therapist.
 Membership in a local gym for a month.
And consider making home-made cards and wrapping paper
from paper scraps or newspaper to package your earth-friendly
gifts.
Working together, we can help take care of our common home.
Paul Litwin

St John Family Rosary/Prayer Group
Since we will be in the Christmas season, we will
celebrate - not only with the rosary and food but also with goodies!
We will celebrate in the St John Mezzanine
at 6:00 pm on Saturday December 14th.
The rosary will be followed by a potluck, as always.
Please feel free to bring any Christmassy goodies and
desserts you would like to share with the group.

Questions About the Catholic Faith?
Seeking Answers About the Church?
Our Door is Open!
Here at St John we meet with those interested in learning
more about Catholicism, about our church, and about our
faith. The meetings are casual with plenty of time for
questions and discussion, and are open to all! We meet in
the Admin building at 79th and 1st. The next meeting is
at 6 pm Monday, December 9th.
Check out our website for more information about
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)
bit.ly/BecomeCatholic

Questions? Julia Rudden: jrudden@stjohnsea.org

Stations of the Cross
St John will pray the Stations on Wednesday,
December 11 at 7 pm in the church. For more
information contact Jim Russell
at russelljim12@gmail.com

ST. CATHERINE
MENTAL HEALTH
MINISTRY
EDUCATIONAL FORUM
Advocacy Day: Changing Hearts and Minds.
This meeting will be held Thursday, December 12th,
7-9 PM, at St. Cather ine of Siena Par ish, Music
Room, Victoria Hall (northeast of the rectory),
814 NE 85th Street, Seattle, WA. Join Trez Buckland
and Dinah Aldrich, National Alliance on Mental Illness
Volunteers, to enhance your advocacy skills and shape
a powerful and personal story that will move policy
makers.
RSVP: Trez Buckland, bucklandmike@hotmail.com
or 206-930-2739 (text or call)

Introducing the Men's Shelter!
From now through May, we will be
hosting up to 10 men (aged 45 and up)
from St. Martin de Porres shelter. It's the
same basic schedule as the shelter we've
been running for the last 25 years EXCEPT:
1. We will host men instead of women
2. Saturday nights only
3. Staying in the portables near the playground
Are you willing to help? We need everyone, but
especially men to sign up to stay the night. You could do
this one time this year, once a month, or any amount of
time. Please get involved in this unique opportunity to
spend time with the most vulnerable of our neighbors.
Drivers / stayers / food prep people needed.
Email Kristin Kent at kkent@stjohnsea.org

You all know our wonderful Mary Wiseman, our Parish Director of Development here
at St John. Mary has been offered and has accepted a new Development position at St
Joseph’s Parish, on Capitol Hill in Seattle.
This opportunity will carry her forward in her career and offer her a new challenge. We
are so very grateful for the fabulous job she has done here over the past 8 years. Mary
will be truly missed, as a valued member of this team.
Mary will be in and out, varying hours for the next month. And she has assured me that
she will continue to be a part of our community, so you will still see her around.
Please join us in wishing her the best in her new endeavor.
Godspeed, Mary!

Advent
Beginning the Church's liturgical year, Advent (from,
"ad-venire" in Latin or "to come to") is the season
encompassing the four Sundays (and weekdays) leading up
to the celebration of Christmas. The Advent season is a
time of preparation that directs our hearts and minds to
Christ’s second coming at the end of time and also to the
anniversary of the Lord’s birth on Christmas. The final
days of Advent, from December 17 to December 24, focus
particularly on our preparation for the celebrations of the
Nativity of our Lord (Christmas).
USCCB

Catholic Cemeteries
We remember and give thanks at our regular Eucharistic
celebrations for all of those who have died. All are invited.
Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are on Saturday
mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call: Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org
Mass in English
Holyrood Cemetery:
January 4
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Misa en Espanol
Holyrood Cemetery:
Diciembre 21
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA. 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
December 14
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Gethsemane Cemetery:
Enero 4
37600 Pacific Highway S.
Federal Way, WA 98003

St. Vincent de Paul Monthly
Food Collection

3rd weekend of the month before Mass
Donations of non-perishable food and household products
(like toilet paper and toothpaste) for our food pantry will
be greatly appreciated.

Staying in touch with St John’s Parish:
 The Parish office publishes a weekly email newsletter on
Wednesday afternoons. If you would like to receive the
latest parish updates with clickable links to flyers and web
pages, right to your inbox, email smarty@stjohnsea.org.

 Like our Facebook page: St John the Evangelist, Seattle
St John Parish Web Page
www.stjohnsea.org

St John School Web Page
www.st-johnschool.org

Saint of the Month
Patience
Patience allows us to have compassion
for people in spite of their flaws and
weaknesses. This fruit comes from an
understanding of our own imperfect
state and how God has given us His
unconditional love and mercy so that we
would do the same.
St Juan Diego Cuahtlatoatzin
Feast Day December 9th
Little is known of the early life of St Juan
Diego. According to tradition, Juan
Diego experienced his first vision of the
Virgin Mary on December 9, 1531.
While on his way to Mass to celebrate the
Immaculate Conception he was stopped
by the sight of a beautiful and radiant woman who
introduced herself, in his native tongue, as the "everperfect holy Mary, who has the honor to be the mother of
the true God." She asked him to tell the bishop to build a
shrine to her on the hill. The bishop did not believe Juan
Diego’s story and asked for proof that Mary had appeared
to him. Juan went back to the hill and asked Mary for a
sign so that the bishop would believe him. She said she
would give a sign the next day.
On December 12, while searching for a priest to
administer last rites to his uncle, who was very ill, Juan
Diego was visited by Mary again. She instructed him to
gather roses and take them to the bishop as a sign. Juan
found the roses growing on a hill where normally only
cactus and scrub grew. Juan picked so many roses he filled
his cloak with them. When Juan Diego got to the bishop’s
office, he opened his cloak. The flowers poured to the
floor, and the bishop saw they had left an imprint of the
Virgin's image on the mantle. Having received his proof,
the bishop ordered that a church be built on Tepeyac Hill
in honor of the Virgin. Juan Diego returned home and
found his uncle’s health restored.
For the rest of his life Juan Diego lived in a hut next to the
church built in honor of Mary and took care of the pilgrims
who came to the shrine. He was buried in the church, and
his cloak can still be seen in the Basilica of Our Lady of
Guadalupe. His existence was confirmed by the Vatican,
and Juan Diego was beatified on May 6, 1990, and
canonized on July 31, 2002, by Pope John Paul II.
Numerous miracles have been attributed to him, and he
remains one of the most popular and important saints in
Mexico.
Juan Diego's imprinted cloak has remained perfectly
preserved from 1531 to the present time. The "Basilica of
Guadalupe" on Tepeyac Hill, now part of Mexico City, has
become one of the world's most-visited Catholic shrines.
Juan Diego died May 30, 1548. He is the patron saint of
indigenous people.

www.britannica.com, catholic.org, wikipedia.org

