Saint John the Evangelist Church
MISSION STATEMENT
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the people of
St. John the Evangelist Parish are called to embrace
the Church’s mission of proclaiming the Good News
of salva0on through Jesus Christ for all. Our witness
to the presence of God and our reaching out to
others allow us to deepen our rela0onship with God.
We accomplish this through our worship together,
especially in the celebra0on of the Eucharist;
through ongoing faith development for all people of
all ages and life situa0ons; through the performance
of good works; and through responsible stewardship
by which we care for the gi4s given to us by our God.

November 15, 2020
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Blessed are those who fear the Lord.”
Psalm 128

106 N 79th St Sea le, WA 98103
206-782-2810
www.stjohnsea.org

ThirtyThirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

November 15, 2020

The Parish office is open with limited staff from 8-12 and 1-4 Monday through Friday.
Mass is by reservation only. Visit our website www.stjohnsea.org or call the parish office for more information.
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
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Friday
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November 16

November 17

November 18

November 19

November 20

November 21

3pm Live3pm Livestreamed Mass streamed Mass

Sunday
November 22

5pm Mass* with 10:30am Mass*
Live-streaming
on Facebook

*By appt. only

*By appt. only

Masses are being live-streamed on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/StJohnSeattle. You do not need to have a
Facebook account to watch the Mass. After the live Mass, links to recorded Mass will be on our website.
PARISH STEWARDSHIP
Collection for week of November 8, 2020
Total Sacrificial Giving Budget for 2020–21 is $755,000.00.
This means we need a weekly collection of $14,519.23.

Mail in
5pm Vigil
8:30am
10:30am
Electronic
Total

$
5,814.00
$
285.00
$ No Mass
$
408.00
$
7,909.47
$ 14,416.47

This does NOT include
restricted donations such as
Holy Day Collections,
(Christmas and Easter), and
donations made to our
ministries or coffee & donuts.

Staying in touch with St John Parish:
 The Parish office publishes a weekly email newsletter on
Wednesday afternoons. If you would like to receive the
latest parish updates with clickable links to flyers and web
pages, right to your inbox, email smarty@stjohnsea.org.
 Like our Facebook page: St John the Evangelist, Seattle
St John Parish Web Page
www.stjohnsea.org

St John School Web Page
www.st-johnschool.org

November is
Stewardship Month!
Each year at this time, we ask
every family in our St. John
community to prayerfully discern
their financial pledge to St. John for the following year.
Please be on the lookout next week for a letter from
Fr. Crispin asking you to make your pledge for 2021.
As you know, the weekly offertory helps to sustain our
parish financially to be able to serve the ministries of
St. John and the wider community. Because of the
pandemic, our budget shortfalls have been significant
and your commitment to sacrificial giving is especially
important in the coming year! Please know that each and
every gift is greatly appreciated.
Asante Sana to those who have already made their
stewardship pledge for 2021.
To donate, simply scan this QR code or
go to: www.stjohnsea.org and locate the
online giving page, or enter:
bit.ly/DonateStJohn in your web browser.

Rev. Crispin A. Okoth, Pastor
Bernadette O'Leary, Principal
Dani D'Amelio, PA for Administration
Teresa Gillett, Director of Development
Dr. Twila McDonell, Director of Liturgical Music
Julia Rudden, Director of Sacramental Preparation
Sheila Marty, Administrative Assistant
HongPhuc Nguyen, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant

Extension 314
Extension 310
Extension 313
Extension 355
360-920-8866
Extension 308
Extension 358
Extension 300

frcrispin@stjohnsea.org
boleary@st-johnschool.org
ddamelio@stjohnsea.org
tgillett@stjohnsea.org
music@stjohnsea.org
jrudden@stjohnsea.org
smarty@stjohnsea.org
hpnguyen@stjohnsea.org

Readings for Sunday, November 22
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
First Reading
The shepherd-king seeks the lost.

Ezekiel 34:11-12

Psalm 23
“The Lord is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall want.”
Second Reading
1 Corinthians 15:20-26
Christ our king has conquered death.
Gospel
Matthew 25:31-46
The Lord will come in glory to spate one from another.
On this final Sunday of the liturgical year the readings
concern the end of time and Christ’s role as king and
judge. Before Jesus spoke to his disciples about separating
sheep from goats, Ezekiel prophesied about the sheep God
tends and then judges. Paul explained how at the end of
time all will be brought to life and death will be destroyed.
Finally, we hear Matthew’s account of the Last Judgment.
As we listen, let us ask ourselves if we can see the face of
Jesus in those in need and pray for the grace to respond.

Father will be offering Reconciliation by appointment on
Saturdays from 4 to 4:45pm.
Please email Sheila Marty at smarty@stjohnsea.org or call
her at 206-782-2810 ext 358 to arrange an appointment.
(You do not need to leave your name, we just need to
know how many people are coming.)

During the pandemic, we are still able to celebrate the
Sacrament of Baptism! If your family has a child who
needs to be baptized, please contact Julia Rudden at
jrudden@stjohnsea.org for next steps.

Lord, hear our prayer...
Please remember the following people who are ill,
homebound or need your prayers this week:
Chuck Carter
Maria Socorro M. Ortiz
Tullus Gordon
Dawn Walton
the Flynn/Nguyen family
Shiloh Rodgers-Daly
Mike Muenzberg
Lynn Gough
Lisa Fletcher
Pat Tsagalakis

Rich Paull
Linda Melsted
Bobbie Jo Ramos
Angela Lizette
the Lyle Stevenson family
Vanessa Castillo
Marcela Grusczynski
Milana Richardson
Greg Linnell
Marilyn Wittenmyer

For those who have died, including Jan Volk and Dorothy
Jzyk, that they may rest in the healing embrace of our
Lord, Jesus Christ, we pray to the Lord.
For Armed Forces personnel throughout the world, that
they come home safely to their families, we pray to the
Lord.
Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages
“curing every disease and illness.” At your command,
the sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the
midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, that we
may experience your healing love, we pray to the Lord.

During the month of November, beginning on All Souls'
Day, Father prays for the faithful departed of our
community. He invites us to provide him with the names
of our friends and loved ones who have gone before us by
filling out cards found in the church. This year because
many of us are not attending Mass, we invite you to email
us a list of names and we will put them in the basket on the
altar for you. smarty@stjohnsea.org
Or call the parish office at 206-782-2810.

In-person Mass
Registration
Sunday Mass added!

Drive-By Celebration of
Fr. Crispin’s Pearl Jubilee!
Come celebrate Fr. Crispin’s 30th Anniversary of his
Ordination - COVID Style - THIS SUNDAY,
NOVEMBER. 15 at 11:30am (after the 10:30am Mass).
Hop in your car and drive west on 79th street to the
flagpole in front of the school to congratulate Fr. Crispin,
send him your blessings and feel connected to the
St. John community!

Monday through Thursday of each week, we will be
taking reservations for our in-person Vigil and 10:30am
Mass that weekend.
Click on the Mass Reservations button on the homepage of
our website at www.stjohnsea.org or call the Parish Office
at 206-782-2810.
We will send confirmation by Friday afternoon for that
weekend’s Mass.

Order Your Advent Wreath Kits!
The always popular Advent Wreath party continues COVID style! Since we are not allowed to gather in large
groups, we have gotten creative to make sure you can still
make your Advent Wreath. We will put together an
Advent Wreath Kit with everything you need to assemble
yours at home. Drive by and pick up your kit by the
school flagpole on 79th St. after the 10:30am Mass on
Sunday, November 29. When you complete your wreath,
take photos and send them to us so we can see and share
your beautiful wreaths. A $10 donation to cover the cost
of materials would be greatly appreciated.
Please contact Teresa Gillett
BY MONDAY NOVEMBER 25TH at
tgillett@stjohnsea.org or call
206-782-2810 to reserve your kit so we
have enough supplies.

St John Book Club
Our next book is:
The Return of the Prodigal Son: A Story of
Homecoming by Henri J.M Nouwen.
A chance encounter with a reproduction of
Rembrandt's painting, The Return of the Prodigal
Son, catapulted Henri Nouwen into a long spiritual
adventure. Nouwen shares the deeply personal
meditation that led him to discover the place within
which God has chosen to dwell.
Read more at: bit.ly/ReturnoftheProdigalSon
The book is a short read at 160 pages! We plan to
meet Sunday, November 29 at 7:00 PM via Zoom.
Please contact Sheila Marty at smarty@stjohnsea.org
or Diana Grusczynski at diana.grusczynski@outlook.com
if interested in joining our meeting.

Thank You for Your Support of the
Called to Serve as Christ Campaign
Thank you to the many donors and volunteers for their
generosity and sacrifice toward the Called to Serve as
Christ campaign. It’s because of their commitment that to
date we have raised $271,337 (31%) toward our goal of
$850,627. Each gift, each pledge, each hour of service to
this effort has been an inspiration and blessing to our
church. If you haven’t yet made a gift, you can always do
so by returning your pledge card to the archdiocese or
going online to www.calledtoserveaschrist.org

The 20192019-2020
State of the Parish Presentation
The 2019-20 State of the Parish Presentation has gone
virtual! You can view it on our website at
www.stjohnsea.org. The video shows our cur r ent
financial picture and highlights the great things you have
helped St. John accomplish in the last fiscal year. We
encourage everyone to view the presentation and ask that
you prayerfully consider your financial commitment for
2021.
School families:
In order to be eligible, and to remain eligible, for the Fair
Share Parish Tuition Program, each family must meet the
following criteria:
-Be registered in the Parish-you may do this at the
parish office or online here.
-Be active in the life of the parish including:
-"Attend" the State of the Parish presentation by
accessing the video online BY TUESDAY,
DECEMBER 1. (You should have received an
email Saturday evening with the link.)
-Be supportive of or involved in one of the many
ministries of the parish
-File a stewardship pledge card if you are a
new family or you have changed your pledge
amount-otherwise your pledge will automatically
rollover from 2020.
-Make a consistent effort to meet that pledge
-This year, school families will receive their packets in the
mail, which will include the pledge card and Stewardship
Agreement.

New Rollover Method for Stewardship Pledges
You will soon be receiving your annual Renewal of
Stewardship letter. This year, we are introducing the
Rollover Method. This approach provides the opportunity
for you to simply “rollover” your pledge from last year to
next year without having to submit a pledge card, unless
you would like to increase or decrease your pledge, have
not yet submitted a pledge card or have other changes. If
you pay online and need to adjust your payment method,
please contact Sheila Marty at smarty@stjohnsea.org.
Those who made a pledge to support the parish financially
in 2020 will simply be rolled-over to 2021 unless we hear
from you.
Thank you in advance for your ongoing support—in all
ways--of St. John Parish. We continue to be a vibrant and
thriving community, even in the middle of a pandemic,
because of YOU. Your commitment of resources helps to
serve not only our parish but those in the greater area as
well.
Please contact Teresa Gillett, Director of Parish
Development at tgillett@stjohnsea.org with any questions.

Saint of the month
All Saints
Walk humbly with God…
How does this theme look in our families,
school, and community?
We can walk humbly with God through the beatitudes! In
the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught His disciples (and
us) about how to be perfectly happy (Heaven with God). In
other words, He taught us how, in our earthly lives, we
can live out the purpose for which God made us. Jesus
taught us 8 ways of living called Beatitudes, so that we can
begin to be perfectly happy with God in Heaven.
Each month we will focus on one beatitude and how
everyday saints, like you and me, can live out this
beatitude.

Beatitude of the month
Love with mercy…“Blessed are they who
mourn, for they will be comforted.”
Those who mourn could be anyone who is sad or
experiencing a loss of any kind. Jesus promises comfort
for those who suffer. When we suffer we have a choice to
make: we can become bitter, or we can become more
compassionate to others in pain.
How do we find comfort in our family?
Flowers can help us to “see” the beatitudes
in a different way.
The Mourning Glory flower blooms and
then dies the same day, but new flowers
bloom the next morning bringing renewed
beauty. God promises that he will comfort
us when we are sad. He renews us daily.

St John Family Rosary Group
is hosting a zoom meeting rosary every
3rd Saturday of the month at 7pm.
November - 21
December - 19

I remember as a child the
meticulousness my father
would bring to a task.
Whether it be tending to a
chore in the yard, repairing
something, or painting a room, the tiniest of every detail
demanded his attention. He had great patience. I benefited
greatly by his example and remember these lessons well.
We all need examples to follow. It is important to identity
folks who excel at simple things and show us how to do
things well. There are those among us and those who have
gone before us who serve as these models and witnesses.
They are ordinary people who in their “extraordinary
ordinariness” capture our attention and allow us to see
things more clearly.
These are the prophets, martyrs, teachers, witnesses,
heralds, and innovators who bring a single- minded
devotion to God to even the simplest of tasks they perform.
They have an openness to being used and become vessels
of Divine justice, mercy, and presence. They call us to the
“more” of life and point us to the Gospel in all of its
simplicity and splendor. They remind us of the little ones
of the Kingdom and the values we all need to cultivate and
possess. They are the poor in spirit, the meek, the merciful,
and the peacemaker who often are rejected not only by
those who have far different agendas but by those you
think would welcome them.
All of the saints in heaven and on earth form this cloud of
witnesses who journey with us as we make our way
through life. They offer us inspiration, wisdom,
intercession, and support. They direct us toward true
happiness and remind us that we are all called to be saints.
All it takes is desire, love, and fidelity. There is much we
can learn from the official saints of the church. Their
guidance is ever before us and ever with us. But there is
also a lot to learn from the unofficial saints of the church.
They sit beside us every Sunday, are our neighbors and
ordinary people we meet every day. Because of the
devotedness of their faith, they remind us to keep going,
remain focused, and cultivate purpose and meaning, and
give voice to those who have none. The inspiration is all
around us.

Pray together via Zoom at: https://zoom.us/join
Meeting ID: 783 2032 3994/ Passcode: 2WgKFE
Join us for as many sessions as you can.

Pay attention to the details. Do what you do with great
love. Know that you are not alone. Believe that you can
persevere. Have great faith.
©LPi

Laudato Si in Action
Socially Responsible Investing
This week I would like to take a break from a discussion of Fratelli Tutti, to discuss "Journeying for the care of our
common home: Five Years After Laudato Si". This 227-page Vatican document that I first wrote about back in August
has finally been translated into English. (Note that back in August, the title was then loosely translated to "On the path
to caring for our common home".)
Journeying for the care of our common home turns the teachings of Laudato Si into a call to action to address the
ecological crisis of climate change. In the Finance chapter of the document, Pope Francis urges us to use our
investments for good:
Investors can encourage positive changes in various sectors of the economy. This is the case when they decide not to
invest in companies that fail to meet certain standards (human rights, child labour, environmental and so forth).
He goes on to specifically suggest divestment from fossil-fuel companies:
Promote responsible investments in social and environmental sectors, for example by evaluating progressive
disinvestment from the fossil-fuel sector.
This means making your retirement and other investments align with your values and divesting from any assets that
support activities that you can't support. For Suzanna and I that means avoiding investments that support arms
production, prisons, animal agriculture, fossil fuel extraction (e.g., oil, coal, and natural gas companies), or companies
that are heavy users of fossil fuels or big polluters (e.g., companies producing plastic or involved in the destruction of
the rainforests).
It's time to call your financial advisor or investment broker and tell them you wish to divest of fossil fuel and other
socially irresponsible investments. Be prepared for the possibility that your broker will try to talk you out of your
decision; it is important that you be clear and resolute.
Some things I have learned in my work on divestment (but please realize I am not a financial advisor):

•

There is a whole sector of the investment world concerning sustainable or values-based investing, but it still
represents a small portion of the investment universe with limited choices.

•

ESG (Environmental, Social and Governance) screened funds can be useful, but the screening process may
still not align with your values so read the fine print and make sure you scroll to the bottom and examine the
list of their holdings. For example, the TIAA-CREF Social Choice Equity Fund currently owns stock in
Chevron.

•

There are a number of "green" or "clean energy" funds which may make a good choice.

•

You may be able to exert greater control over funds by establishing what is referred to as a separately
managed account (SMA), but the minimum investment in SMAs tends to be quite high, starting at $100,000
or higher.

•

Another strategy would be to shun funds altogether and invest directly in stocks and bonds of organizations
supporting clean energy and other socially positive companies (e.g., electric cars, solar power, etc). This
strategy, however, may come with extra risk, including lack of appropriate diversification.

•

Avoid indexed funds or target-date funds since, in general, they do not apply any screens.

If you sell any assets that are in non-tax-deferred accounts, come April, you will owe taxes on any gains in value since
they were purchased. Plan accordingly.
Read Chapter 8 of "Journeying for the care of our common home" yourself. You can download it from
https://www.laudatosi.org/laudato-si/good-practise/holy-see-vatican-city.
Working together, we can help take care of our common home.

Paul Litwin

