Saint John the Evangelist Church
MISSION STATEMENT
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the people of
St. John the Evangelist Parish are called to embrace
the Church’s mission of proclaiming the Good News
of salva0on through Jesus Christ for all. Our witness
to the presence of God and our reaching out to
others allow us to deepen our rela0onship with God.
We accomplish this through our worship together,
especially in the celebra0on of the Eucharist;
through ongoing faith development for all people of
all ages and life situa0ons; through the performance
of good works; and through responsible stewardship
by which we care for the gi4s given to us by our God.

December 6, 2020

106 N 79th St Sea le, WA 98103
206-782-2810
www.stjohnsea.org

Second Sunday of Advent
Prepare the way of the Lord.
Isaiah 40:1–5, 9–11

Second Sunday of Advent

December 6, 2020

The Parish office is open Mondays from 8-4 and by appointment the rest of the week.
Mass is by reservation only. Visit our website www.stjohnsea.org or call the parish office for more information.
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4:30pm
Reconciliation

10am
Reconciliation

5pm Mass* with
Live-streaming
on Facebook

10:30am Mass*

*By appt. only

*By appt. only

Immaculate
Conception

10:30am Live3pm Live3pm Livestreamed all- streamed Mass streamed Mass
school Mass on with Adoration on Facebook
Facebook
to follow

Sunday

Masses are being live-streamed on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/StJohnSeattle. You do not need a Facebook
account to watch the Mass. After the live Mass, links to recorded Mass will be posted on our website.
PARISH STEWARDSHIP
Collection for week of November 29, 2020
Total Sacrificial Giving Budget for 2020–21 is $755,000.00.
This means we need a weekly collection of $14,519.23.

Mail in
5pm Vigil
8:30am
10:30am
Electronic
Total

$
$
$
$
$
$

3,813.00
245.00
No Mass
475.00
3,630.34
8,163.34

This does NOT include
restricted donations such as
Holy Day Collections,
(Christmas and Easter), and
donations made to our
ministries or coffee & donuts.

Staying in touch with St John Parish:
 The Parish office publishes a weekly email newsletter on
Wednesday afternoons. If you would like to receive the
latest parish updates with clickable links to flyers and web
pages, right to your inbox, email smarty@stjohnsea.org.
 Like our Facebook page: St John the Evangelist, Seattle
St John Parish Web Page
www.stjohnsea.org

St John School Web Page
www.st-johnschool.org

November is
Stewardship Month!
Each year at this time, we ask
every family in our St. John
community to prayerfully discern
their financial pledge to St. John for the following year.
Please be on the lookout next week for a letter from
Fr. Crispin asking you to make your pledge for 2021.
As you know, the weekly offertory helps to sustain our
parish financially to be able to serve the ministries of
St. John and the wider community. Because of the
pandemic, our budget shortfalls have been significant
and your commitment to sacrificial giving is especially
important in the coming year! Please know that each and
every gift is greatly appreciated.
Asante Sana to those who have already made their
stewardship pledge for 2021.
To donate, simply scan this QR code or
go to: www.stjohnsea.org and locate the
online giving page, or enter:
bit.ly/DonateStJohn in your web browser.

Rev. Crispin A. Okoth, Pastor
Bernadette O'Leary, Principal
Dani D'Amelio, PA for Administration
Teresa Gillett, Director of Development
Dr. Twila McDonell, Director of Liturgical Music
Julia Rudden, Director of Sacramental Preparation
Sheila Marty, Administrative Assistant
HongPhuc Nguyen, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant

Extension 314
Extension 310
Extension 313
Extension 355
360-920-8866
Extension 308
Extension 358
Extension 300

frcrispin@stjohnsea.org
boleary@st-johnschool.org
ddamelio@stjohnsea.org
tgillett@stjohnsea.org
music@stjohnsea.org
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Readings for Sunday, December 13
Third Sunday of Advent
First Reading
I rejoice heartily in the Lord.

Lord, hear our prayer...

Isaiah 61:1–2a, 10–11

Psalm
“My soul rejoices in my God.”

Luke 1

Second Reading
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24
May you entirely, spirit, soul, and body, be preserved
blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Gospel
John 1:6–8, 19–28
There is one among you whom you do not recognize.
We are visited by three messengers today. The first is
Isaiah, with a message of hope and joy, “a year of favor …
a day of vindication.” Next comes Paul, with a message
for the Thessalonians that we can take to heart as well,
advising us how to live while we wait for Christ’s return.
Finally we hear from Jesus’ messenger, John the Baptist,
who came to testify to the Messiah. Let us heed their
messages as we prepare for Christ’s coming.

This year, because we are not able to gather for our Parish
Reconciliation service, Father will be offering
Reconciliation for 30 minutes after each weekday Mass
and 30 minutes before each weekend Mass in December.
You do not need to make an appointment.
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 3:45pm.
Saturdays at 4:30pm and Sundays at 10:00am
Please wear a mask and sit in the back rows of the church
until Father is ready for you.

Confirmation
Registration
is Open!
We will start our classes remotely, dates forthcoming.
You can find the registration form at
http://bit.ly/StJohnConfirmation
Please fill out and return the registration form to the parish
office.
All those in grades 8 and above are invited to join the
preparation sessions. Please contact Julia Rudden at
jrudden@stjohnsea.org with any questions, or to
return your form electronically.

During the pandemic, we are still able to celebrate the
Sacrament of Baptism! If your family has a child who
needs to be baptized, please contact Julia Rudden at
jrudden@stjohnsea.org for next steps.

Please remember the following people who are ill,
homebound or need your prayers this week:
Chuck Carter
Maria Socorro M. Ortiz
Tullus Gordon
Dawn Walton
Shiloh Rodgers-Daly
Mike Muenzberg
Lynn Gough
Lisa Fletcher
Pat Tsagalakis
Rich Paull
The Flynn/Nguyen family

Linda Melsted
Bobbie Jo Ramos
Angela Lizette
the Lyle Stevenson family
Vanessa Castillo
Marcela Grusczynski
Milana Richardson
Greg Linnell
Marilyn Wittenmyer
Pamela Leuschen

For those who have died, including Mary Kate Funk, niece
or Morgan Ahern, and Franz Klitza, father of Suzanna
Litwin, that they may rest in the healing embrace of our
Lord, Jesus Christ, we pray to the Lord.
For Armed Forces personnel throughout the world, that
they come home safely to their families, we pray to the
Lord.
Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages
“curing every disease and illness.” At your command,
the sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the
midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, that we
may experience your healing love, we pray to the Lord.
St John will celebrate the Mass for the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
virtually with our school community Tuesday, December
8th at 10:30am. Facebook.com/StJohnSeattle

Christmas Mass Registration
Christmas Mass Registration will be available Monday,
December 14th through Friday, December 18th.
Find the link on our website or call the Parish office
and leave a message at 206-782-2810.
You will receive confirmation by
Tuesday, December 22nd.
Christmas Eve Vigil at 4pm and 6pm
Christmas Day Mass at 10:30am

In-person Mass Registration
Monday through Thursday of each week, we will be
taking reservations for our in-person Vigil and 10:30am
Mass that weekend.
Click on the Mass Reservations button on the homepage of
our website at www.stjohnsea.org or call the Parish Office
at 206-782-2810.
We will send confirmation by Friday afternoon for that
weekend’s Mass.

Advent Giving Tree
This year, we will have two Advent
Giving Trees. One is in the back
of the church, and one in the Parish
Office.
There are two options for you to donate:
1. Pick up your ornaments at the Saturday, 5pm Mass or
Sunday, 10:30am Mass. At this time, the Parish office is
open on Mondays, 8am-4pm ONLY, so pick up and drop
off there will be on Mondays beginning on November 30.
2. No need to pick up an ornament. Choose an item(s)
from the list below and drop them off at the Church during
Mass times or the Parish Office on Mondays.
Noel House
(Women’s Shelter):
Hygiene Kits
Socks
Underwear
Bath Towels
Gift Cards
Twin blankets

St. Martin de Porres
(Men’s shelter)
Socks
Hats
Underwear
Gloves
Gift Cards

BTK-8 Food Program
Gift Cards to: Fred Meyer, Safeway or Cash & Carry
PLEASE DONATE UNWRAPPED GIFTS BY
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21.
Thank you so much for your generosity in making this a
wonderful Christmas for the homeless and needy in our
community. This year your donations will be supporting:
Noel House, St Martin de Porres and Broadview-Thomson
K-8 Food Program.
Please contact Teresa Gillett with any questions at
tgillett@stjohnsea.org or call 206-782-2810, Ext 355

Helping Hands Through SVdP
Do you want to become a Good Samaritan?
For $5, a Helping Hand envelope provides an opportunity
for a meaningful interaction with the homeless.
Each envelope:
• Offers a meal at McDonald's
• Offers an opportunity to purchase a coat, shoes or a
blanket at SVDP stores
• Offers an opportunity to connect with social services
• Offers an opportunity to connect with God through the
Our Father Prayer
These envelopes can be purchased in the vestibule of the
church or at the parish office.
During December, please call the parish office to schedule
a time to come in. 206-782-2810

Laudato Si in Action
Relationships, Love, and Charity
Chapter three of Fratelli Tutti, is entitled "Envisaging and
Engendering an Open World" and discusses relationships,
love, acts of solidarity and service, openness, morality, and
universal rights.
Pope Francis makes it clear: We need to move beyond
ourselves in order to truly live:
No one can experience the true beauty of life without
relating to others, without having real faces to love.
This is part of the mystery of authentic human existence.
Pope Francis notes that even monastic communities, who were
normally focused on silence and discipline follow the Rule of
Saint Benedict that insists that "the poor and pilgrims be
treated with the utmost care and attention" when they visit a
monastery.
The Holy Father also tells us that certain disciplined habits
when practiced in a vacuum were not virtues:
Without charity, we may perhaps possess only apparent
virtues, incapable of sustaining life in common. Thus,
Saint Thomas Aquinas could say – quoting Saint
Augustine – that the temperance of a greedy person is
in no way virtuous.
In other words, no matter how many rosaries you say and no
matter how many hours in the day you pray, if you do this
only by yourself and for yourself, without any participation in
community and without performing any acts of selflessness,
you haven't fulfilled the commandments “the way God wants
them to be fulfilled”. He goes on to say:
Love also impels us towards universal communion. No
one can mature or find fulfilment by withdrawing from
others. By its very nature, love calls for growth in
openness and the ability to accept others as part of a
continuing adventure that makes every periphery
converge in a greater sense of mutual belonging.
As Jesus told us: “You are all brothers”.
Pope Francis implores us to move away from individualism
towards a universal love that includes everyone as our
brothers and sisters, cutting across classes, gender, disabilities,
and geographical borders, in solidarity with "every human
person, always and everywhere."
Yes, this is a tall order, but Jesus never said that following
him would be easy. Can you think of one additional way you
can move towards universal love of and service to others?
How will you execute on that today, and, if not today, by the
end of the week?
You can find chapter three of Fratelli Tutti, as well as the rest
of the encyclical at http://bit.ly/FratelliTuttiDoc
Working together, we can help take care of our common
home.

Paul Litwin

Saint of the month
St John the Evangelist
Walk humbly with God…
How does this theme look in our families,
school, and community?
We can walk humbly with God through the beatitudes! In
the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught His disciples (and
us) about how to be perfectly happy (Heaven with God). In
other words, He taught us how, in our earthly lives, we
can live out the purpose for which God made us. Jesus
taught us 8 ways of living called Beatitudes, so that we can
begin to be perfectly happy with God in Heaven.
Each month we will focus on one beatitude and how
everyday saints, like you and me, can live out this
beatitude.

Beatitude of the month
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit
the land.”
The meek are people who are humble and patient.
A person who chooses other ways to resolve conflicts
without resorting to violence is meek. The reward is great
wealth. How do we resolve conflict in our families?
Daisies are bright spots in any field. People who
leave them to grow soon discover that
they can quickly take over an entire
field creating a sight to behold. Daisies
can remind us that kindness and
gentleness are much more effective
than forcefulness. Those who are meek
will conquer evil and inherit the earth.

Office Hours Update
St John Parish office will be open 8-4 on Mondays and by
appointment only the rest of the week. If you need to
make an appointment, email is the best way to reach us,
but we will be continuing to check messages if you leave a
voicemail.
Questions, please email the parishoffice@stjohnsea.org
or leave a voicemail at 206-782-2810.
We continue to pray for our community and the world,
asking for God's grace upon us all as we continue
to navigate these difficult times.

Feast Day December 27
John the Apostle (c.AD 6-100)
was one of the Twelve
Apostles of Jesus according to
the New Testament. Generally
listed as the youngest apostle. His brother was James, who
was another of the Twelve Apostles. The Church
Fathers identify him as John the Evangelist, John of
Patmos, John the Elder and the Beloved Disciple.
Church tradition has held that John is the author of
the Gospel of John and five other books of the New
Testament — the three Epistles of John and the Book of
Revelation.
John the Apostle was the son of Zebedee and the younger
brother of James, son of Zebedee (James the Greater).
Their mother was Salome. Zebedee and his sons fished in
the Sea of Galilee. The brothers were firstly disciples
of John the Baptist. Jesus then called Peter, Andrew and
these two sons of Zebedee to follow him.
James and John are listed among the Twelve Apostles.
Jesus referred to the pair as "Boanerges" (translated "sons
of thunder"); although their nature was calm and gentle,
when their patience was pushed to its limits their anger
became wild and thunderous causing them to speak out
like an untamed storm.
A gospel story relates how the brothers wanted to call
down heavenly fire on a Samaritan town, but Jesus refused
them. John lived for more than half a century following the
martyrdom of James, who was the first Apostle to die a
martyr's death.
It is traditionally believed that John was the youngest of
the apostles and outlived them. He is said to have lived to
an old age, dying at Ephesus sometime after AD 98. John's
traditional tomb is thought to be located at Selçuk, a small
town in the vicinity of Ephesus.
The feast day of Saint John in the Roman Catholic Church,
which calls him "Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist", and
in the Anglican Communion and Lutheran Calendars,
which call him "Saint John the Apostle and Evangelist", is
on 27 December. The traditional ceremonial color is white.
kids.kiddle.co

The Catholic Community Services and Catholic Housing Services theme for the 2020 Appeal for the Poor Campaign
is Hope and Light. CCS/CHS are our local Catholic Charities at work serving over 105,000 Western Washingtonians
across 170 programs in 2019. With over 3,700 staff and 8,500 volunteers, CCS/CHS continue to accompany and work
alongside the men, women, and children who seek their essential services. Consummate professionals and tireless
advocates, CCS/CHS continue to provide compassionate charity and advocate for justice throughout the rise and fall
of COVID-19 cases.
With the goal of keeping everyone safe, CCS/CHS has created a video to share their message of Hope and Light. I
encourage you to watch the video prayerfully consider how you might join the thousands of volunteers and staff this
year. Is it through prayer, advocacy, volunteerism, or a generous donation?
View the video at: youtube.com/user/CCSWW
For those who have never given, an anonymous donor has given $10,000 to incentivize new parish donors. The first
100 new households who give at least $100 will have $100 of their gift matched – doubling your impact of Hope and
Light to our neighbors in need! Visit ccsww.org/donatenow

