Saint John the Evangelist Church
MISSION STATEMENT
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the people of
St. John the Evangelist Parish are called to embrace
the Church’s mission of proclaiming the Good News
of salva0on through Jesus Christ for all. Our witness
to the presence of God and our reaching out to
others allow us to deepen our rela0onship with God.
We accomplish this through our worship together,
especially in the celebra0on of the Eucharist;
through ongoing faith development for all people of
all ages and life situa0ons; through the performance
of good works; and through responsible stewardship
by which we care for the gi4s given to us by our God.

November 8, 2020
Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
“My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.”
Psalm 63

106 N 79th St Sea le, WA 98103
206-782-2810
www.stjohnsea.org

ThirtyThirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time

November 8, 2020

The Parish office is open with limited staff from 8-12 and 1-4 Monday through Friday.
Mass is by reservation only. Visit our website www.stjohnsea.org or call the parish office for more information.
Monday
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Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
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November 9

November 10

November 11

November 12

November 13

November 14

3pm LivePrivate
streamed Mass Funeral Mass
in honor of our
NO 3pm Mass
Veterans
Adoration to
follow

Sunday
November 15

5pm Mass* with 10:30am Mass*
Live-streaming
on Facebook

*By appt. only

*By appt. only

Masses are being live-streamed on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/StJohnSeattle. You do not need to have a
Facebook account to watch the Mass. After the live Mass, links to recorded Mass will be on our website.
PARISH STEWARDSHIP
Collection for week of November 1, 2020
Total Sacrificial Giving Budget for 2020–21 is $755,000.00.
This means we need a weekly collection of $14,519.23.

Mail in
5pm Vigil
8:30am
10:30am
Electronic
Total

$
3,886.50
$
255.00
$ No Mass
$
164.00
$
7,476.48
$ 11,781.98

This does NOT include
restricted donations such as
Holy Day Collections,
(Christmas and Easter), and
donations made to our
ministries or coffee & donuts.

Staying in touch with St John Parish:
 The Parish office publishes a weekly email newsletter on
Wednesday afternoons. If you would like to receive the
latest parish updates with clickable links to flyers and web
pages, right to your inbox, email smarty@stjohnsea.org.
 Like our Facebook page: St John the Evangelist, Seattle
St John Parish Web Page
www.stjohnsea.org

St John School Web Page
www.st-johnschool.org

November is
Stewardship Month!
Each year at this time, we ask
every family in our St. John
community to prayerfully discern
their financial pledge to St. John for the following year.
Please be on the lookout next week for a letter from
Fr. Crispin asking you to make your pledge for 2021.
As you know, the weekly offertory helps to sustain our
parish financially to be able to serve the ministries of
St. John and the wider community. Because of the
pandemic, our budget shortfalls have been significant
and your commitment to sacrificial giving is especially
important in the coming year! Please know that each and
every gift is greatly appreciated.
Asante Sana to those who have already made their
stewardship pledge for 2021.
To donate, simply scan this QR code or
go to: www.stjohnsea.org and locate the
online giving page, or enter:
bit.ly/DonateStJohn in your web browser.

Rev. Crispin A. Okoth, Pastor
Bernadette O'Leary, Principal
Dani D'Amelio, PA for Administration
Teresa Gillett, Director of Development
Dr. Twila McDonell, Director of Liturgical Music
Julia Rudden, Director of Sacramental Preparation
Sheila Marty, Administrative Assistant
HongPhuc Nguyen, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant

Extension 314
Extension 310
Extension 313
Extension 355
360-920-8866
Extension 308
Extension 358
Extension 300

frcrispin@stjohnsea.org
boleary@st-johnschool.org
ddamelio@stjohnsea.org
tgillett@stjohnsea.org
music@stjohnsea.org
jrudden@stjohnsea.org
smarty@stjohnsea.org
hpnguyen@stjohnsea.org

Readings for Sunday, November 15
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading
Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31
The value of a worthy woman is beyond measure.
Psalm 128
“Blessed are those who fear the Lord.”
Second Reading
1 Thessalonians 5:1-6
“The day of the Lord will come like a thief at night.”
Gospel
The parable of the talents.

Matthew 25:14–30

In the reading from Proverbs, a man finds a trustworthy
and praiseworthy partner, one whose value is “beyond
pearls.” In the Gospel, another man finds trustworthy and
praiseworthy servants, ones worthy of handling all his
possessions. We would do well to look at ourselves. Does
our spouse or close family member consider us
trustworthy and praiseworthy? How about our employer?
How about God? As we listen to these readings, let us
consider how we can become more trustworthy and
praiseworthy in the eyes of those whose perspective we
value.

During the month of November, beginning on All Souls'
Day, Father prays for the faithful departed of our
community. He invites us to provide him with the names
of our friends and loved ones who have gone before us by
filling out cards found in the church. This year because
many of us are not attending Mass, we invite you to email
us a list of names and we will put them in the basket on the
altar for you. smarty@stjohnsea.org
Or call the parish office at 206-782-2810.

Lord, hear our prayer...
Please remember the following people who are ill,
homebound or need your prayers this week:
Chuck Carter
Maria Socorro M. Ortiz
Tullus Gordon
Dawn Walton
the Flynn/Nguyen family
Shiloh Rodgers-Daly
Mike Muenzberg
Lynn Gough
Lisa Fletcher
Pat Tsagalakis

Linda Melsted
Bobbie Jo Ramos
Angela Lizette
the Lyle Stevenson family
Vanessa Castillo
Marcela Grusczynski
Milana Richardson
Greg Linnell
Marilyn Wittenmyer

For those who have died, including Jan Volk, Dorothy
Jzyk, John Flynn, husband of HongPhuc Nguyen, and
Raymond Lavertu, father of Nicole Emmens that they may
rest in the healing embrace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we
pray to the Lord.
For Armed Forces personnel throughout the world, that
they come home safely to their families, we pray to the
Lord.
Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages
“curing every disease and illness.” At your command,
the sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the
midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, that we
may experience your healing love, we pray to the Lord.

In-person Mass
Registration
Sunday Mass added!
Monday through Thursday of each week, we will be
taking reservations for our in-person Vigil and 10:30am
Mass that weekend.
Click on the Mass Reservations button on the homepage of
our website at www.stjohnsea.org or call the Parish Office
at 206-782-2810.
We will send confirmation by Friday afternoon for that
weekend’s Mass.

Planning on attending in-person Mass?
Communion is a little different.
We will be honoring our Veterans
Wednesday, November 11th at 3pm
during our Weekday Mass.
You can see the Mass via Facebook live-stream or
visit the link on our webpage after the Mass.
We honor our living and deceased service men and
women who were or are serving in our armed forces;
and pray for peace around the world.

We've created some easy instructions to guide you:
Covid Communion Process
• Approach with mask on
• “Body of Christ” / “Amen”
• Remove mask & extend hand
• Receive communion & consume it
• Replace mask & return to your pew

During the pandemic, we are still able to celebrate the
Sacrament of Baptism! If your family has a child who
needs to be baptized, please contact Julia Rudden at
jrudden@stjohnsea.org for next steps.

Confirmation
Registration
is Open!
We will start our classes remotely, dates forthcoming.
You can find the registration form at
http://bit.ly/StJohnConfirmation
Please fill out and return the registration form to the parish
office.
All those in grades 8 and above are invited to join the
preparation sessions. Please contact Julia Rudden at
jrudden@stjohnsea.org with any questions, or to
return your form electronically.

The 2019-2020 State of the Parish
Presentation will be Satur day 11/7, at the
5pm Mass (live-streamed), and Sunday, 11/8
at the 10:30am Mass (not live-streamed)
As with most everything at this time, the 2019-2020 State
of the Parish will look a little differ ent this year . We
will have an abbreviated presentation at the 5pm Mass on
Saturday, November 7 that will also be live-streamed and
at the 10:30am Mass on Sunday, November 8 (not livestreamed). After Mass, a video will be available on the
Parish website that shows our current financial picture,
highlighting the great things you have helped St. John
accomplish in the last fiscal year and asking you to
prayerfully consider your financial commitment for 2021.
School families:
In order to be eligible, and to remain eligible, for the Fair
Share Parish Tuition Program, each family must meet the
following criteria:
-Be registered in the Parish—you may do this at the parish
office or online at www.stjohnsea.org
-Be active in the life of the parish including:
-“Attend” the State of the Parish presentation by
accessing the video online via an email with a the link
beginning Saturday, Nov. 7th after the 5pm Mass
-Be supportive of or involved in one of the many
ministries of the parish
-File a stewardship pledge card if you are a new
family or you have changed your pledge amount—
otherwise your pledge will automatically rollover
from 2020.
-Make a consistent effort to meet that pledge
-This year, school families will receive their packets in
the mail, which will include the pledge card and
Stewardship Agreement.

New Rollover Method for Stewardship Pledges

Come celebrate Fr. Crispin’s 30th Anniversary of his
Ordination--COVID Style--on Sunday, November 15 at
11:30am (after the 10:30am Mass). Hop in your car and
drive west on 79th street to the flagpole in front of the
school to congratulate Fr. Crispin, send him your blessings
and feel connected to the St. John community!

You will soon be receiving your annual Renewal of
Stewardship letter. This year, we are introducing the
Rollover Method. This approach provides the opportunity
for you to simply “rollover” your pledge from last year to
next year without having to submit a pledge card, unless
you would like to increase or decrease your pledge, have
not yet submitted a pledge card or have other changes. If
you pay online and need to adjust your payment method,
please contact Sheila Marty at smarty@stjohnsea.org.
Those who made a pledge to support the parish financially
in 2020 will simply be rolled-over to 2021 unless we hear
from you.

Father will be offering Reconciliation by appointment on
Saturdays from 4 to 4:45pm.

Thank you in advance for your ongoing support—in all
ways--of St. John Parish. We continue to be a vibrant and
thriving community, even in the middle of a pandemic,
because of YOU. Your commitment of resources helps to
serve not only our parish but those in the greater area as
well.

Drive-By Celebration of
Fr. Crispin’s Pearl Jubilee!

Please email Sheila Marty at smarty@stjohnsea.org or call
her at 206-782-2810 ext 358 to arrange an appointment.
(You do not need to leave your name, we just need to
know how many people are coming.)

Please contact Teresa Gillett, Director of Parish
Development at tgillett@stjohnsea.org with any questions.

Laudato Si in Action
The Stranger on the Road
In chapter two of Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis focuses on the parable of the Good Samaritan which is told by Jesus when
a lawyer asks him "A nd who is my neighbour?"
Although it would be easy to soften his interpretation of the parable, the Holy Father doesn't let us off easy. He cuts right
to the chase:
Jesus tells the story of a man assaulted by thieves and lying injured on the wayside. Several persons passed him
by...Only one person stopped, approached the man and cared for him personally, even spending his own money
to provide for his needs. He also gave him something that in our frenetic world we cling to tightly: he gave him
his time. Certainly, he had his own plans for that day, his own needs, commitments and desires. Yet he was able
to put all that aside when confronted with someone in need. Without even knowing the injured man, he saw him
as deserving of his time and attention.
This reminds me of a time back in November of 2018 when Suzanna and I met a couple of friends at a hotel on the
Oregon Coast to spend Thanksgiving together. While walking to a coffee shop in the rain, we noticed a man in a
wheelchair who was struggling to cross a street. I stopped and asked him if we could help him. It was obvious he had
been living on the street. When I got him to the other side of the street, he asked if we could help him get to the
pharmacy at the top of the hill in the opposite direction of where we were headed. Suzanna and I pushed him to his
destination so he could pick up some medication and, even though he asked for no money, I passed him $10 or $20
bucks as we parted ways. As we left the store, my friend Peter launched into me with "There you go again trying to
save the world...And how much money did he hit you up for?" To this day, I am still a bit disappointed in how my
friend reacted and the dripping cynicism in his voice.
Lest you think I am nominating myself for sainthood, I could easily enumerate all the times I turned a deaf ear, a blind
eye, and an empty wallet to a neighbor in need.
The Holy Father reminds us:
Which of these persons do you identify with? … We need to acknowledge that we are constantly tempted to
ignore others, especially the weak. Let us admit that, for all the progress we have made, we are still “illiterate”
when it comes to accompanying, caring for and supporting the most frail and vulnerable members of our
developed societies. … The decision to include or exclude those lying wounded along the roadside can serve as
a criterion for judging every economic, political, social and religious project. Each day we have to decide
whether to be Good Samaritans or indifferent bystanders.
Of course, it's not easy to always follow the example of the Samaritan, but no one said that the path to heaven was easy.
Pope Francis tells us:
Yet let us not do this alone, as individuals. The Samaritan discovered an innkeeper who would care for the man;
we too are called to unite as a family that is stronger than the sum of small individual members.
You can get your Good Samaritan on by joining a ministry such as St Vincent de Paul, volunteering at a food bank, and
giving to a charity like Unbound. When we get to heaven at the end of our lives, don't we want Jesus to say “I was a
stranger and you welcomed me".
You can find chapter two of Fratelli Tutti, as well as the rest of the encyclical at :
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html.

Working together, we can help take care of our common home.

Paul Litwin

Saint of the month
All Saints
Walk humbly with God…
How does this theme look in our families,
school, and community?
We can walk humbly with God through the beatitudes! In
the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught His disciples (and
us) about how to be perfectly happy (Heaven with God). In
other words, He taught us how, in our earthly lives, we
can live out the purpose for which God made us. Jesus
taught us 8 ways of living called Beatitudes, so that we can
begin to be perfectly happy with God in Heaven.
Each month we will focus on one beatitude and how
everyday saints, like you and me, can live out this
beatitude.

Beatitude of the month
Love with mercy…“Blessed are they who
mourn, for they will be comforted.”
Those who mourn could be anyone who is sad or
experiencing a loss of any kind. Jesus promises comfort
for those who suffer. When we suffer we have a choice to
make: we can become bitter, or we can become more
compassionate to others in pain.
How do we find comfort in our family?
Flowers can help us to “see” the beatitudes
in a different way.
The Mourning Glory flower blooms and
then dies the same day, but new flowers
bloom the next morning bringing renewed
beauty. God promises that he will comfort
us when we are sad. He renews us daily.

St John Family Rosary Group
is hosting a zoom meeting rosary every
3rd Saturday of the month at 7pm.
November - 21
December - 19

I remember as a child the
meticulousness my father
would bring to a task.
Whether it be tending to a
chore in the yard, repairing
something, or painting a room, the tiniest of every detail
demanded his attention. He had great patience. I benefited
greatly by his example and remember these lessons well.
We all need examples to follow. It is important to identity
folks who excel at simple things and show us how to do
things well. There are those among us and those who have
gone before us who serve as these models and witnesses.
They are ordinary people who in their “extraordinary
ordinariness” capture our attention and allow us to see
things more clearly.
These are the prophets, martyrs, teachers, witnesses,
heralds, and innovators who bring a single- minded
devotion to God to even the simplest of tasks they perform.
They have an openness to being used and become vessels
of Divine justice, mercy, and presence. They call us to the
“more” of life and point us to the Gospel in all of its
simplicity and splendor. They remind us of the little ones
of the Kingdom and the values we all need to cultivate and
possess. They are the poor in spirit, the meek, the merciful,
and the peacemaker who often are rejected not only by
those who have far different agendas but by those you
think would welcome them.
All of the saints in heaven and on earth form this cloud of
witnesses who journey with us as we make our way
through life. They offer us inspiration, wisdom,
intercession, and support. They direct us toward true
happiness and remind us that we are all called to be saints.
All it takes is desire, love, and fidelity. There is much we
can learn from the official saints of the church. Their
guidance is ever before us and ever with us. But there is
also a lot to learn from the unofficial saints of the church.
They sit beside us every Sunday, are our neighbors and
ordinary people we meet every day. Because of the
devotedness of their faith, they remind us to keep going,
remain focused, and cultivate purpose and meaning, and
give voice to those who have none. The inspiration is all
around us.

Pray together via Zoom at: https://zoom.us/join
Meeting ID: 783 2032 3994/ Passcode: 2WgKFE
Join us for as many sessions as you can.

Pay attention to the details. Do what you do with great
love. Know that you are not alone. Believe that you can
persevere. Have great faith.
©LPi

