Saint John the Evangelist Church
MISSION STATEMENT
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the people of
St. John the Evangelist Parish are called to embrace
the Church’s mission of proclaiming the Good News
of salva0on through Jesus Christ for all. Our witness
to the presence of God and our reaching out to
others allow us to deepen our rela0onship with God.
We accomplish this through our worship together,
especially in the celebra0on of the Eucharist;
through ongoing faith development for all people of
all ages and life situa0ons; through the performance
of good works; and through responsible stewardship
by which we care for the gi4s given to us by our God.

February 21, 2021
First Sunday of Lent
“Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth to those who keep your covenant.”
Psalm 25

106 N 79th St Sea le, WA 98103
206-782-2810
www.stjohnsea.org

First Sunday of Lent

February 21, 2021

The Parish office is open with limited staff from 8-12 and 1-4 Monday through Friday.
Mass is by reservation only. Visit our website www.stjohnsea.org or call the parish office for more information.
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

February 22

February 23

February 24

February 25

February 26

February 27

February 28

3pm Livestream Mass
with Adoration
to follow

3pm Livestream Mass
on Facebook

5pm Mass*
with Livestreaming on
Facebook

10:30am Mass*

*By appt. only

*By appt. only

Masses are being live-streamed on our Facebook page www.facebook.com/StJohnSeattle. You do not need a Facebook
account to watch the Mass. After the live Mass, links to recorded Mass will be posted on our website.
PARISH STEWARDSHIP
Collection for week of February 14, 2021
Total Sacrificial Giving Budget for 2020–21 is $755,000.00.
This means we need a weekly collection of $14,519.23.

Mail in
5pm Vigil
8:30am
10:30am
Electronic
Total

$
$
$
$
$
$

3,615.50
No Mass
No Mass
No Mass
5,972.55
9,588.05

This does NOT include
restricted donations such as
Holy Day Collections,
(Christmas and Easter), and
donations made to our
ministries or coffee & donuts.

Staying in touch with St John Parish:
 The Parish office publishes a weekly email newsletter
on Wednesday afternoons. If you would like to receive the
latest parish updates with clickable links to flyers and web
pages, right to your inbox, email smarty@stjohnsea.org.
 Like our Facebook page: St John the Evangelist, Seattle
St John Parish Web Page
www.stjohnsea.org

St John School Web Page
www.st-johnschool.org

VIDEO MESSAGE FROM
FR. CRISPIN!
Jambo My Dear Friends:
Asante Sana to all who are part of
our wonderful Parish at St. John.
I have been asking for your Stewardship commitment for
2021, and many of you have already made your pledge or
opted into having your pledge rolled over from last year.
For that, I am truly humbled and extremely thankful.
My greatest joy is my relationship with you, my dear
friends, and connecting face to face. So for now, this is
the next best thing.
Please go to http://bit.ly/VideoMessage1 to "see" me and
hear my message about what your continued support
means to our Parish. Even if you have already pledged, I
ask you to watch the video as it will help me to feel more
connected to you.
If you would like to make a pledge, go to
http://bit.ly/StJohnPledge.
I thank and bless my God for all of you! Each one of you
is a gift to our community and a blessing in my life.
Asante Sana na Mungu awabariki,
(Thank you and God bless you)
Padre Crispin Okoth

Rev. Crispin A. Okoth, Pastor
Bernadette O'Leary, Principal
Dani D'Amelio, PA for Administration
Teresa Gillett, Director of Development
Dr. Twila McDonell, Director of Liturgical Music
Julia Rudden, Director of Sacramental Preparation
Sheila Marty, Administrative Assistant
HongPhuc Nguyen, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant

Extension 314
Extension 310
Extension 313
Extension 355
360-920-8866
Extension 308
Extension 358
Extension 300

frcrispin@stjohnsea.org
boleary@st-johnschool.org
ddamelio@stjohnsea.org
tgillett@stjohnsea.org
music@stjohnsea.org
jrudden@stjohnsea.org
smarty@stjohnsea.org
hpnguyen@stjohnsea.org

Readings for Sunday, February 28
Second Sunday of Lent
First Reading

Lord, hear our prayer...

Genesis 22:1–2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18

The sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith.
Psalm
Psalm 116
“I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living.”
Second Reading
God did not spare his own Son.
Gospel
This is my beloved Son.

Romans 8:31b–34
Mark 9:2-10

In today’s difficult first reading, Abraham proves his
faithfulness to God, trusting the LORD completely, unlike
Adam and Eve, who had turned away. God blesses
Abraham with descendants too numerous to count. Each of
us is one. Indeed, each of us is blessed because Jesus,
God’s only Son, made the ultimate sacrifice for us and
now intercedes for us. In the Gospel, he is transfigured in
glory, a sign of his future place at God’s right hand.

Fasting and Abstinence Guidelines

Please remember the following people who are ill,
homebound or need your prayers this week:
John Grusczynski
Marcela Grusczynski
Suzanna Litwin
Chuck Carter
Maria Socorro M. Ortiz
Tullus Gordon
Dawn Walton
Shiloh Rodgers-Daly
Mike Muenzberg
Lynn Gough
Lisa Fletcher

Pat Tsagalakis
Linda Melsted
Bobbie Jo Ramos
Angela Lizette
the Lyle Stevenson family
Vanessa Castillo
Greg Linnell
Marilyn Wittenmyer
Pamela Leuschen
The Frankhouser family

For those who have died, including Mary Blanchette, and
Monica Boyle Beck, sister of Joanne Jepson, that they may
rest in the healing embrace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we
pray to the Lord.
For Armed Forces personnel throughout the world, that
they come home safely to their families, we pray to the
Lord.
Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages
“curing every disease and illness.” At your command,
the sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the
midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, that we
may experience your healing love, we pray to the Lord.

In-person Mass
Registration
Monday through Thursday of each week, we will be
taking reservations for our in-person Vigil and 10:30am
Mass that weekend.
Lent 2021 starts on Ash Wednesday, February 17, and
lasts until the Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper on Holy
Thursday, April 1. Lent is a time of prayer, fasting and
almsgiving. What will you do this Lent to grow closer to
Jesus?
In addition to fasting from food, there are other ways to
fast that can help us grow closer to Jesus. We can fast
from the noise and distraction of our screens, from the
desire to put ourselves and our ideas first, or from things
we indulge in, like cream in our daily coffee. The point is
to use whatever we give up as an opportunity to offer it to
Jesus and grow closer to him.

Click on the Mass Reservations button on the homepage of
our website at www.stjohnsea.org or call the Parish Office
at 206-782-2810.
We will send confirmation by Friday afternoon for that
weekend’s Mass.
One of St John’s custodian is retiring.
If you are/or know anyone who may be
interested, you can find the job posting
at the link below.
http://bit.ly/StJohnCustodianEmploymentOpp

Thank you!
The Knights of Columbus would like
to thank everyone for supporting
the Fat Tuesday Fish Fry.
It was a huge success!

For the Lenten season, Father will be offering
Reconciliation for 30 minutes after each weekday Mass
and 30 minutes before each weekend Mass.
You do not need to make an appointment.
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 3:45pm.
Saturdays at 4:30am and Sundays at 10:00am.
Please wear a mask and sit in the back rows for the church
until Father is ready for you.
During the pandemic, we
are still able to celebrate the
Sacrament of Baptism! If
your family has a child who
needs to be baptized, please contact Julia Rudden at
jrudden@stjohnsea.org for next steps.

Considering Separation
or Divorce?
Wait! There is an alternative. Retrouvaille (pronounced
retro-vi) has brought healing to tens of thousands of
troubled marriages worldwide. Your situation may seem
hopeless, but there is always hope, and you are not alone
in your struggle. For confidential information about
Retrouvaille, or to register for our upcoming VIRTUAL
program on Feb. 25-28, 2021, call Mar k and Ronnie at
206-706-2608 or go to www.helpourmarriage.org.

Helping Hands
What is a Helping Hand?
Our St Vincent de Paul Ministry puts
together wallet sized packets that can be given to those in
need and at the same time allow the opportunity for a
personal interaction with the recipient.
The packet contains a $10 voucher for the SVdP thrift
store, a $5 McDonalds gift card, and a prayer card.
You can purchase the Helping Hands for $5 in the
vestibule at Mass or in the parish office. Contact the
parish office for more information.

Laudato Si in Action
Thinking of those without
For the long President's Day weekend, we decided to get away to the ocean. While Seattle was getting snow, Ocean
Shores was beset with freezing rain and our power went out Friday night. We learned to live without light, the ability to
cook, and most impactful: without heat. And since the road home was full of ice and snow, driving home was not an
option.
While I was wrapping myself in many layers of clothing and blankets (and thankful that we had a dry place to stay with
four walls and plenty of clothing and blankets), I had plenty of time to think of how awful it was to be cold and have
only limited and cold things to eat. But it also got me thinking about those who live outside or those who have no or
unreliable sources of electricity or heat.
In much of the world, electricity, heat, and food is more of a luxury than a given. But even in the United States, there
are families struggling to keep a roof over their heads and some who have no roof.
As we continue to envision a better, more sustainable future, let's make sure we also visualize a more equitable world,
where everyone has enough to eat, access to medical care, and a home with electricity and heat.
In Laudato Si, Pope Francis tells us:
[St Francis] shows us just how inseparable the bond is between concern for nature, justice for the poor, commitment to
society, and interior peace.
How are you helping to take care of the poor and the marginalized? Are you trying to buy less use less to leave more for
others and for future generations?
Working together, we can help take care of our common home.
Paul Litwin

Beatitude of the month
Love with mercy…
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will be
shown mercy.” - Matthew 5:7
Mercy is a word that holds many meanings: forgiveness,
kindness, compassion. It is easier to extend mercy to
others when you begin with yourself. In our family, rather
than keeping track of mistakes, we try to see God’s grace
among us. With mercy, you receive back the more you
give.

Poppies
Poppies have delicate little petals, and
must be handled with extra care. The
flowers last for only a short time after
blooming. When we recognize our
own weaknesses and need for God,
and accept God's forgiveness, we can
then accept other people's weaknesses
and show them compassion.

St John Book Club
Our next book is Strange Rites: New Religions for a
Godless World by Tara Isabella
Burton (Goodreads Author)
Lots of copies at the library in all formats.
We will meet via Zoom on
February 28 at 7:00PM.
For more information and the Zoom link contact:
Sheila at smarty@stjohnsea.org or
Diana at diana.grusczynski@outlook.com

Rachel’s Corner
Hope and Healing After Abortion

“Only he will receive, will find, and will enter who perseveres in
asking, seeking and knocking." - St. Louis de Montfort
After having been through the pain of an abortion decision, it can be hard to persevere in asking for help. Feeling
very alone, and the shame can feel like a locked door and
no courage to knock. Call and discover how the door is
already open and we are waiting for you.
Call for a compassionate, confidential conversation.
English: (206) 920-6413 / Español: (206)-450-7814
Email projectrachel@ccsww.org
Visit us at www.ccsww.org/projectrachel or
ww.facebook.com/projectrachelww
Project Rachel is a program of Catholic Community Services.

You are loved with an everlasting Love!

Saint of the month
Fra Angelico
Feast Day: Febr uar y 18
Beatified: October 3, 1982

Growing up in a small town in Italy,
Guido di Pietro was interested in two
things. He wanted to follow Christ’s
example in all things, and he wanted to
develop his talent for painting. God showed him how
these two things were his vocation. Our vocation is God’s
call to share in Jesus’ life and work.
Guido was born in 1387, and when he was 18 he joined the
Dominican order as a religious brother. Brothers are not
priests. Religious brothers serve their community through
prayer and work. In Italy, religious brothers are called
“Fra.”
Religious brothers are often given new names. Guido’s
religious name was “Fra Giovanni” or Brother John. His
work in his community was painting beautiful religious art,
initially for manuscripts which at the time were each
copied by hand. The moment the members of his religious
community saw his beautiful paintings, they said that he
“painted like an angel.” That is how he became known as
“Fra Angelico.”
Every day before he began to paint, Fra Angelico prayed
that God would guide his hand and help him to create a
painting that would inspire people to grow closer to God.
Fra Angelico became very famous. He painted holy
figures and angels and was even called to Rome to paint
portraits of the saints on the walls of the chapel of Pope
Eugenius IV and then Pope Nicholas V. His work can be
found in museums and churches and holy buildings
throughout the world.
He died in Rome in 1455 and was beatified in 1982 by
Pope John Paul II. The pope declared him the patron saint
of Catholic artists in 1984.
We call Fra Angelico “Blessed.” His life helps us to
understand that we are called to use the gifts we have been
given to serve others and to give glory and praise to God.
saintsresource.com/fra-angelico

St John Family Rosary Group
is hosting a zoom meeting rosary
Saturday, February 20 at 7pm.
Pray together via Zoom at
https://zoom.us/join
Meeting ID: 783 2032 3994
Password: 2WgKFE

Hunger In Our World
Jesus told us that whatever we did for one of these least brothers of his we did for him. Reflect on the challenge
of global hunger—it is a reality for millions of our sisters and brothers. What will you do to support the hungry
in our community and around the world? Visit https://www.crsricebowl.org to learn more.
PLEASE DONATE (https://donate.seattlearchdiocese.org/ricebowl)

Support the Catholic Home Missions Appeal today! Right now, over 40% of dioceses in the United States and its
territories are considered mission territory, because they are unable to fund essential pastoral activities needed in their
communities. Your support funds religious education, seminary formation, lay ministry training, and other programs
that build vibrant faith communities right here in the United States. Please be generous.
More information can be found at www.usccb.org/home-missions.

