Liturgy
February 25, 2018
2nd Sunday of Lent

Here I am! (Genesis 22:1)
Abraham must have felt trapped. He had already
given up so much to follow the Lord, and God had
blessed him richly. So logic would tell him that he
would be blessed if he obeyed the Lord this time.
But this was the hardest thing God could possibly
ask of him: to kill his son with a knife and burn his
corpse in ritual sacrifice. Could God really want
that? But Abraham had already told God, “Here I
am!” (Genesis 22:1). He had committed himself, and
there was no backing out.
Try to imagine that three-day journey to the place of
sacrifice. The silence, the awkward answers to
Isaac’s questions, the agonizing over what he was
about to do. How many times did Abraham almost
turn around and head back home? But somehow,
Abraham trusted that God would still fulfill his
promises. So when he arrived at the place, Abraham
told his servants, “We will . . . come back to
you” (Genesis 22:4). Even then, he trusted that both
he and Isaac would return.
Notice, when the angel intervenes, Abraham again
repeats the only thing he had said to God so far:
“Here I am” (Genesis 22:11). These words must
have sounded much different now, three harrowing
days later, as he was on the verge of doing the unthinkable to his son. Imagine the fear, the exhaustion, even the anger, in his voice. Yet even now, as
his grip on his faith was fragile at best, he held on
and trusted.
We all have times when God seems to be asking the
impossible of us: to accept a terminal illness or permanent disability; to resolve a bitter, long-standing
conflict; to give up on a treasured dream. Abraham’s
response, “Here I am,” may feel like the hardest
thing to say. But this story tells us that God still
loves us and is still offering us his grace.
So if it feels like you’re barely hanging onto your
faith, remember Abraham. Remember that God is
still with you. And even if the unthinkable occurs,
repeat what Abraham said to God: “Here I am.”
(Genesis 22:1, 11).
“Here I am, Father. I trust that you will never abandon me.”
Psalm 116:10, 15-19
Romans 8:31-34
Mark 9:2-10

March 4, 2018
Next Week’s Readings
Year B
3rd Sunday of Lent
1st Reading
Exodus 20:1-17
The law was given through Moses.
Psalm 19 “Lord, you have the words of everlasting
life.”
2nd Reading
1 Corinthians 1:22-25
We proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to
many, but to those who are called, the wisdom of God.
Gospel
John 2:22-25
Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.
Last week we heard God speak to Peter, James, and John
from the mountain where Jesus was transfigured. Today God
speaks to Moses from another holy mountain. But we are
challenged not to misunderstand. Jesus was misunderstood
when he assured the temple authorities that he could raise it
up in three days. This promise will be used against him when
he is on trial. But as Christians, we know, as did Paul, that the
wisdom of God is beyond all human wisdom.

Fasting and Abstinence during Lent
Fasting Regulations

Obligatory on Ash Wednesday
and Good Friday from age 18 to 59.
One full meal and two smaller meal that
together do not equal one full meal are allowed.
Liquids are allowed at any time.
People who are physically or mentally ill,
who suffer from chronic illness (such as diabetes),
and those who are pregnant or nursing are exempt.

Abstinence Regulations

Obligatory on Ash Wednesday and all
Fridays during Lent, starting at age 14.
Includes all meat except fish.

Catholic Cemeteries

We remember and give thanks at our regular
Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have died.
All are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are on
Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.
For additional information please call Faye McClain,
253-838-2240 or fmcclain@MyCatholicCemetery.org
Mass in English

Misa en Espanol

Holyrood Cemetery:
March 3
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155

Holyrood Cemetery:
Marzo 17
205 NE 205th St,
Shoreline, WA. 98155

Calvary Cemetery:
March 10
5041 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105

Gethsemane Cemetery:
Marzo 3
37600 Pacific Highway S.
Federal Way, WA 98003

Parish Life
PARISH STEWARDSHIP
Collection for week of February 18, 2018
Total Budget for 2017 – 2018
Sacrificial Giving is $741,020. Divided by 52 weeks =
$13,696.04 needs to be collected each week.

Mail in
5pm Vigil
8:30am
10:30am
Electronic
Total

$ 2,160.00
$ 1,268.25
$ 1,522.39
$ 1,208.00
$ 7,534.33
$ 13,692.97

(This does NOT include restricted donations such as Holy Day
Collections, (Christmas and Easter), and donations made to
our ministries or coffee & donuts.)

FYI—We are unable to process mutilated or foreign currency and
it will not be counted towards our deposit.

Remodeling has started! You may have noticed the fencing around the former rectory space. We are pleased to report
that we have exceeded our fundraising goal of $3,266,000.
Asante sana to everyone who has a made a pledge or gift to the
Honor the Past, Embrace the Present, Secure the Future campaign. There is still time if you have not had the chance to
make your pledge! Click here for more information.
The Parish Building Advisory Committee (BAC) is working
with Falkin and Associates Project Management team and
Chinn Construction to ensure a September 2018 completion
date for the entire project.
We would also like to call your attention to some important dates and directives.
 School will dismiss for students in grades K 8 on Friday,
June 8. Preschool will dismiss on Thursday, June 7.
 XDC will be closed on Thursday, June 7 and Friday, June
8 to allow XDC staff to relocate for the summer.
 Summer Extended Daycare will be open beginning Monday, June 11. Registration for summer session will be
open in March.
 2018-2019 school year will begin sometime after Labor
Day. Once the date is confirmed, the school will communicate
with all families.
As construction work begins, please do not park or leave your
vehicles in the yellow zone on 79th Street at AM arrival.
This is an exciting time for St. John Parish and School. Asante
sana again for your pledges and gifts to the campaign and your
patience and support as we Embrace the Present and Secure the
Future.

As I write this, I’ve received 6 answers to my question
last week, “Why are you Catholic?” Thank you! I’ll be
arranging coffee conversations at Diva with all my respondents. I can’t wait.
Last weekend, I missed morning mass at St. John’s, so
went in the evening to St. Ben’s. I enjoyed this hymn,
which I haven’t heard before, and thought I would share
the words with you.
Were I the Perfect Child of God
Were I the perfect child of God
Whose faith was deep and love was broad,
Not doubtful, guilty, worn or flawed,
I'd gladly follow Jesus.
But I'm the child of what I've been
Estranged by much I've done and seen,
Afraid to show the love I mean,
Unfit to follow Jesus
Yet God, who knows me first and last,
Who's seen by best, my worst, my past,
Has shown his love intense and vast
By meeting me in Jesus.
For Christ, though killed at Calvary
By sins like mine and folk like me
Has risen, forgiven and set me free,
Made fit to follow Jesus.
Then sprinkle water on my brow
As, in this place, I make my vow
To own and love my saviour now
And give myself to Jesus.
God grant me what I still require
That I, in others, might inspire
The hidden hope, the deep desire
To love and follow Jesus.
If you have prayer nuggets you’d like to share with the
parish, email Bill Marty, bill@takenroad.com. Thanks!

Lenten Service Tree
As we focus on service toward others; this Service Tree will be available during the Lenten Season.
Hanging on the tree are paper ornaments that list potential service ideas/opportunities.
Those who choose to participate are invited to take an ornament from the tree and perform the service.
Once the service is initiated, please return to the tree and hang a small green ribbon on the tree, signifying the completion or
contact made to begin service.
Those who already perform services that may not be listed or have other ideas are encouraged to hang ribbons on the tree.
The ribbons on the tree are a visual reminder of service to others provided by St John parishioners.

Faith Formation
February 25, 2018

Please join us for the following activities:

* Bible Study - Thursday, March 1 - 1pm in Quigley.
* Grief and Loss Group - Thursday, March 1, 7pm in Quigley.
* Lenten Soup Suppers - Fridays - 6 to 7pm in Egan Hall,
with Stations of the Cross afterwards in the Church.

Rachel’s Corner ~ Hope and Healing After Abortion
— “Let us also remember Peter: three times he denied
Jesus, precisely when he should have been closest to him;
and when he hits bottom he meets the gaze of Jesus who
patiently, wordlessly, says to him: 'Peter, don't be afraid of
your weakness, trust in me.' Brothers and sisters, let us never lose trust in the patience and mercy of God!" - Pope
Francis
Come on a Rachel’s Vineyard™ retreat and hear your
name spoken by Him as He says those words to you:
“Don’t be afraid of your weakness, trust in me.”
March 9-11, 2018 Seabeck WA, April 20-22, 2018
Stanwood WA.

Call Valerie: 1-800-822-HOPE (4673)
Project Rachel is a program of Catholic Community Services.

Tens of Thousands of Marriages Helped
Is your marriage in trouble? Are you considering separation
or divorce? Are you losing hope? There is hope – it’s called
Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vī). Retrouvaille can bring
reconciliation and healing to seemingly hopeless marriages.
You are not alone. For confidential information about, or to
register for our upcoming program beginning March 16-18,
2018 call 206-706-2608 or visit our website at

