St. John the Evangelist Parish
Seattle, Washington

MISSION STATEMENT
UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE PEOPLE OF ST. JOHN
THE EVANGELIST PARISH ARE CALLED TO EMBRACE THE CHURCH’S MISSION OF PROCLAIMING THE GOOD NEWS OF SALVATION THROUGH JESUS CHRIST FOR ALL. OUR WITNESS TO THE PRESENCE OF GOD AND
OUR REACHING OUT TO OTHERS ALLOW US TO DEEPEN OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD. W E ACCOMPLISH THIS THROUGH OUR WORSHIP TOGETHER, ESPECIALLY IN THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST;
THROUGH ONGOING FAITH DEVELOPMENT FOR ALL PEOPLE OF ALL AGES
AND LIFE SITUATIONS; THROUGH THE PERFORMANCE OF GOOD WORKS;
AND THROUGH RESPONSIBLE STEWARDSHIP BY WHICH WE CARE FOR
THE GIFTS GIVEN TO US BY OUR GOD.

PARISH OFFICE -- QUIGLEY HOUSE
121 NORTH 80TH STREET, SEATTLE, 98103
PHONE:
206 782-2810
FAX:
206 782-0242
PASTORAL EMERGENCY NUMBER: 206 794-7487
HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY
12:00PM
- 4:00PM

8:00 AM 1:00 PM

WEB PAGE:

REV. CRISPIN A. OKOTH, PASTOR
BERNADETTE O'LEARY, PRINCIPAL
ANNE MERKLIN, PA FOR FAITH FORMATION
DAVID DIFIORE, PA FOR MUSIC
DANI D'AMELIO, PA FOR ADMINISTRATION
MARY W ISEMAN, DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR-PARISH
EVELYN PINKERMAN, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
SHEILA MARTY, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

EXTENSION
EXTENSION
EXTENSION
EXTENSION
EXTENSION
EXTENSION

SCHOOL OFFICE
120 NORTH 79TH STREET, SEATTLE, 98103
SCHOOL OFFICE:
206
783-0337
FAX:
206 706-2704
EXTENDED DAY CARE:
206
782-9915
DEVELOPMENT OFFICE:
206 783-0337 EXT.
323
AUCTION OFFICE
206 783-7663
SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:00 AM - 4:00PM

314
310
305
303
313
355

EXTENSION 300

E-MAIL FRCRISPIN@STJOHNSEA.ORG
E-MAIL BOLEARY@STJOHNSEA.ORG
E-MAIL AMERKLIN@STJOHNSEA.ORG
E-MAIL DDIFIORE@STJOHNSEA.ORG
E-MAIL DDAMELIO@STJOHNSEA.ORG
E-MAIL MWISEMAN@STJOHNSEA.ORG
E-MAIL EPINKERMAN@STJOHNSEA.ORG
E-MAIL SMARTY@STJOHNSEA.ORG

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 22, 2013
Monday
December 23
For the repose
of the soul of
Frans Schack
8am Rosary
8:30
Morning Mass
9am
Church
Decorating
For Christmas

Tuesday
December 24
Christmas Eve
4pm
Children’s Mass
6pm
Children’s Mass

Wednesday
December 25
Christmas
9am
Christmas
Morning Mass

9 pm
Christmas Mass

Thursday
December 26
8am Rosary
8:30am
Morning
Prayer
9-11am
Adoration of the
Blessed
Sacrament

Friday
December 27
8am Rosary
8:30
Morning Prayer

Saturday
December 28

Sunday
December 29
8:30 Mass

5pm
Vigil Mass

NO
Nursery
Sunday School
10:30 Mass
NO CLOW

There is NO Midnight
Mass

Mass Times
Saturday, Vigil Mass 5pm
Sunday, 8:30 & 10:30 am
Monday thru Friday and 1st Saturdays
Rosary 8am
Mass or Morning Prayer– 8:30am
Thursday– Adoration 9am-11am
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
(CLOW)
2rd, 3rd, & 4th Sundays of every month,
October through May,
During the 10:30 Mass
Sunday School
October through May during the 10:30 Mass
for children age 4 by September 1st through
1st grade
Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturdays of the month
(in the vestibule of the church)
At 3:30pm or by appointment.
For an appointment, please call the church
office during the week.

Sacrament of Matrimony
Couples should contact Anne Merklin,
Parish office.
Infant Baptism
Infant Baptism is scheduled four times a year at
the weekend masses.
Contact Anne Merklin, ext. 305
at the parish office
prior to the birth of an infant for
preparation information.
Parish Advocate for Annulments
For parishioners seeking a marriage annulment,
please contact the parish office.
annulment@stjohnsea.org
Alumni Information
Please leave any information you have on our
school alumni at www.alumni@stjohnsea.org
Parish Office
206-782-2810
Office hours—8-4pm
Closed at noon to 1pm for lunch
Monday ~Friday

Liturgy
Weekly Reflections
Fourth Sunday of Advent A
December 22, 2013
In this Gospel, the state of affairs is not what it appears to
be. Mary is not unfaithful, but faithful. Mary is with
child, but a virgin. The infant is not only an earthly child,
but also a heavenly One. Yet the infant is not heavenbound, but an earth-bound Emmanuel. Joseph is not the
father, but in a father’s role names the Child Jesus. When
the Spirit of God is at work, and we cooperate as did
Mary and Joseph, something altogether new happens:
mystery abounds, “God is with us.” Mystery abounds
when we are willing to relinquish control and open ourselves to the unexpected.
List the obstacles God encountered in bringing Jesus into
the world. Is anything obstacle-free? How can good come
out of obstacles? Discuss the following statement from
John Shea about Joseph’s hesitancy to take Mary into his
home. “This foreshadows the tension of all who will be
drawn to Jesus. Is he a scandal to be rejected, or a manifestation of the Spirit to be welcomed?”
Compare this verse from Mt 1: 23 “… whom they will
call Emmanuel, a name which means God-is-with-us,”
and, Mt 28:20, the last lines of the Matthew’s last chapter: “ I am with you always, yes, till the end of time.”

Christmas Eve 2013
Christmas is a special time of peace and joy when
we remember the special gifts that God has given
each of us. This year at our Christmas Eve Children’s liturgies we will ask the children to reflect on
their one most treasured gift from God. Kindness,
patience, gentleness, caring, and loyalty are just
some of the many possibilities.
We are so fortunate to have the Schola Choir lead
us at the 4pm Mass and the Cantionis Choir assist
us in worship at the 6pm. The parish is making
every effort to ensure that the masses are a joyous
celebration for everyone. For safety reasons,
though, we must limit aisle congestion and restrict
the attendance to roughly 600 people per mass, so
please plan accordingly and have your whole family
arrive early to ensure a seat.

St John’s will no longer have
Christmas Midnight Mass.
Next weeks Readings
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
December 29, 2013
Year A
First Reading
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
Revere your father, comfort your mother.
Psalm 128 “Blessed are those who fear the Lord
and walk in his ways.”
Second Reading
Colossians 3:12-21
Clothe yourselves with heartfelt mercy.
Gospel
Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23
Out of Egypt I called my son.
Our Gospel today reveals that the Holy Family were
refugees, driven from Bethlehem by a cruel ruler,
and fearful of returning because of his successor.
Yet God was present to them, as the early Christians
believed, broadly about how family members should
act towards one another. In the midst of all their trials, the Holy Family maintained their bond of unity.
What can our families learn from these scriptures
today?
WEATHER ALERT!
It’s that time of the year again!
If there is snow or ice or school has been
cancelled or delayed due to bad weather,
please stay home.
There will be no 8:30 am
service in the event of bad weather.

Catholic Cemeteries
We remember and give thanks at our regular
Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have
died. All are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all
Masses are on Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.
Calvary ~ 5041-35th Ave
NE Seattle, WA 98105
January 11

Holyrood ~ 205- NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155
January 4

Parish Life
Parish Stewardship
We are beginning our yearly focus on Parish Stewardship. This week you received an email about Parish Stewardship, inviting you to take 3 minutes to
view a video of Archbishop Sartain talking about the
importance of our personal stewardship. We hope
this yearly focus on Parish Stewardship will inspire
in all of us a commitment to stewardship in every
aspect of our lives. We give thanks for those of you
who have already seen the State of the Parish and for
those of you who have already responded to the
Stewardship campaign for this coming year! Thank
you!
On behalf of our mother Rose Dawson,
we wish to express a thank you for all the
wonderful get well cards, home visits,
phone calls, words of encouragement, and
the wonderful Thanksgiving cards from the
5th grade class. Thank you so much!
Judy Dawson & Carol Boespflug
St. John’s Schedule of Events through January 6

December 22, 4-5pm Church
WE NEED 4 GOOD SOULS to help with preparing

for Monday’s decorating crew.
Please email epinkerman@stjohnsea.org for more
info or call the parish office.

December 23, 9am—Monday
Church decorating for Christmas!
Monday, December 23, 9am – noon
We can always use help! We have something for
everyone’s schedule. If you can stay for only 20
minutes, we will give you a 20 minute job! Come
on over to the church for 8:30 Mass or show up at
9. Join in the joy of going from Advent to Christmas!

December 24
4pm Mass, 6pm Mass, 9pm Mass
There is NO Midnight Mass
December 25
9am Christmas Morning Mass
January 1- 9am Mass Mary Mother of God
January 6– School resumes

Nativity Scene in Church.

Come visit the Nativity Scene, set
up in the south alcove (opposite the
Marian Shrine). Additional figurines are added each week, to tell
the Christmas story, culminating in
the appearance of baby Jesus at Christmas, and then
of the 3 Magi at the Epiphany in January.

Save the date for the
10th Annual Italian Dinner !
Sunday, January 26th
5pm in Egan Hall
Join St. John Boy Scout Troop
121 and St. John Knights of Columbus
for the 10th Annual Italian Dinner.
There will be door prizes, plenty of authentic Italian
food and wine. Watch for more details in January.
Don’t forget to RSVP!
To RSVP or if you have questions: please contact
Bethany King,
bethany.king@comcast.net

Faith Formation News
ADULT CONFIRMATION
Are you an adult, 18 or older, who has never received Confirmation? Would you like to be confirmed and receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit
through Confirmation? Remember, adults who want
to be a Godparent or Confirmation sponsor are required to be Confirmed. Adult Confirmation sessions begin Wed. January 8th at 7-8:30 in Quigley,
Chapel room. For more information, contact Anne
Merklin at 206-782-2810 or amerklin@stjohnsea.org.

School News
Christmas Prayer Service
Friday, December 20 – noon dismissal
Students gathered in prayer in preparation of the Christmas season.
School Holidays
School will not be in session in observance of the Christmas season, December 23, 2013 through January 3,
2014. School will resume on Monday, January 6, 2014.

Wishing you the very best of the season,
St. John School
8:30 Choir Are you looking for a
volunteer opportunity ? Are you looking for a volunteer
opportunity that will provide a sense of community? Are
you looking for a volunteer opportunity that fits into your
busy schedule? Are you looking for a volunteer opportunity that supports your Catholic faith?
Consider joining the Sanctuary Choir that sings at the
8:30am Sunday Mass.
The choir meets each Sunday at 7:45am for a quick rehearsal before mass.

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR!
From all the parish staff!

At this time this is a women's choir but if enough men
express interest in singing, we can adjust.
Please contact David di Fiore, PA for Music for additional information. (dgdif98@hotmail.com)

The parish office will be CLOSED:
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday next week.
The bulletins for December 29 & January 5 will
be combined.

Dear supporters of Magis at Seattle University:
Magis is excited to partner with the Ignatian Spirituality Center this upcoming January 11, 2014 to offer the last of the three-part retreat series Everyday
Ignatian. This retreat in everyday life will focus on
engaging spiritual practices and will be facilitated by
Emily Davis, Jeff McDougall, SJ, and me. Please
help us to spread the word by forwarding the following online flyer to any young adults you may
know. All are welcome!
https://www.smore.com/7x4u

Marriage Healing – Retrouvaille
(pronounced retro-vī) helps couples rediscover each other and examine their lives together in a new and positive way. No matter
the source of conflict in a marriage,
Retrouvaille can help. For confidential information about, or to register for our upcoming program beginning January 24-26,
2014 call 206-706-2608 or visit
www.helpourmarriage.com

Please remember the following people who are ill or
homebound in your prayers this week.
Heilee Matlock
Maye-Johnson family
Oskar Miranda
Domindor Santiago
Sullivan family
Bert Wyman

Boesflug family
Dawson family
Paul Goldberg
Arlene Harrington
Gina Kelley
Kenny Family
Bob & Toni Lasser

And for those who have died, that they may come to share in
eternal life in heaven.
________________________

Ministry Meetings
Amigos de Peru-To be announced
Knights of Columbus-2nd Tuesday 7pm Q-13
St Vincent de Paul
Stewardship —A Disciples Response
When he discovered that Mary was with child, Joseph resolved
to end their engagement with as little disgrace as possible. But
obedient to the voice of God, he changed those plans and became instead the protector of the child Jesus and His mother,
Mary. God grant that I may be as open to the leading of the
Holy Spirit!

Electronic Giving @ St John’s is easy!
Now you can donate from your Smart phone!
St John the Evangelist now offers a mobile
version of our online giving page to make
it easy for you to give anytime from your
smart phone. Simply scan the image you
see here using your phone’s QR code reader or go to :
www.stjohnsea.org and locate the online
giving page.
Or you can donate enter:

https:www.eservicepayments.com/31165.htm
on your web browser.
———————————

Do you have a family member or neighbor in or from our
parish who would like to stay in touch with the St. John
community ? We would like to expand our Ministry to
the homebound. In addition to taking Communion to
these people we would like to reach out with a phone call
or greeting card to say hello and that we are thinking
about them. We will also need volunteers. Please contact
Loretta Fletcher-782-3529 or Marion Johnson –782-5084
if you would be interested, or if you know of someone
who might enjoy this type of outreach.

St. Lucy
(d. 304)
Lucy was a young woman who was martyred for being a Christian. She died at Syracuse in Sicily during
the persecution of Roman emperor Diocletian. The
fact that she is mentioned in Eucharistic Prayer I of
the Mass indicates the great respect that the Church
has for her.
One story about Lucy portrays her as a young Christian who struggled against the pagan influences of
her friends and of society. Because of her deep love
for Jesus, Lucy vowed to remain unmarried. When
the man she was engaged to marry found out, he reported her to the government for the crime of being a
Christian. She then had the opportunity to prove her
faithfulness to Christ by giving her life for him.
Lucy’s feast is celebrated during the season of Advent, when we wait for the coming of Christ our
Light. Various customs have developed around her
feast. In Scandinavian countries young girls dress in
white dresses with red sashes, symbolizing virginity
and martyrdom. They carry palms, symbolizing victory, and wear crowns of candles on their heads. In
Sweden the girls dressed as Lucy carry rolls and
cookies in procession as songs are sung. A Hungarian custom is to plant a few grains of wheat in a small
pot on St. Lucy’s feast. By Christmas there will be
little green sprouts—signs of life coming from death.
It symbolizes the fact that, like Lucy, we enter new
life —an eternal wedding feast—when we die.
Perhaps because Lucy’s name means “light,” she is
the patron of eyes.

