St. John the Evangelist Parish
Seattle, Washington

MISSION STATEMENT
UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE PEOPLE OF ST. JOHN
THE EVANGELIST PARISH ARE CALLED TO EMBRACE THE CHURCH’S MISSION OF PROCLAIMING THE GOOD NEWS OF SALVATION THROUGH JESUS CHRIST FOR ALL. OUR WITNESS TO THE PRESENCE OF GOD AND
OUR REACHING OUT TO OTHERS ALLOW US TO DEEPEN OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD. W E ACCOMPLISH THIS THROUGH OUR WORSHIP TOGETHER, ESPECIALLY IN THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST;
THROUGH ONGOING FAITH DEVELOPMENT FOR ALL PEOPLE OF ALL AGES
AND LIFE SITUATIONS; THROUGH THE PERFORMANCE OF GOOD WORKS;
AND THROUGH RESPONSIBLE STEWARDSHIP BY WHICH WE CARE FOR
THE GIFTS GIVEN TO US BY OUR GOD.

PARISH OFFICE -- QUIGLEY HOUSE
121 NORTH 80TH STREET, SEATTLE, 98103
PHONE:
206 782-2810
FAX:
206 782-0242
PASTORAL EMERGENCY NUMBER: 206 794-7487
HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY
12:00PM
- 4:00PM

8:00 AM 1:00 PM

WEB PAGE:

REV. CRISPIN A. OKOTH, PASTOR
BERNADETTE O'LEARY, PRINCIPAL
ANNE MERKLIN, PA FOR FAITH FORMATION
DAVID DIFIORE, PA FOR MUSIC
DANI D'AMELIO, PA FOR ADMINISTRATION
MARY W ISEMAN, DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR-PARISH
EVELYN PINKERMAN, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
SHEILA MARTY, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
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EXTENSION
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EXTENSION
EXTENSION

SCHOOL OFFICE
120 NORTH 79TH STREET, SEATTLE, 98103
SCHOOL OFFICE:
206
783-0337
FAX:
206 706-2704
EXTENDED DAY CARE:
206
782-9915
DEVELOPMENT OFFICE:
206 783-0337 EXT.
323
AUCTION OFFICE
206 783-7663
SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:00 AM - 4:00PM

314
310
305
303
313
355

EXTENSION 300

E-MAIL FRCRISPIN@STJOHNSEA.ORG
E-MAIL BOLEARY@STJOHNSEA.ORG
E-MAIL AMERKLIN@STJOHNSEA.ORG
E-MAIL DDIFIORE@STJOHNSEA.ORG
E-MAIL DDAMELIO@STJOHNSEA.ORG
E-MAIL MWISEMAN@STJOHNSEA.ORG
E-MAIL EPINKERMAN@STJOHNSEA.ORG
E-MAIL SMARTY@STJOHNSEA.ORG

Second Sunday of Advent
December 8, 2013
Monday
December 9
For the repose
of the soul of
Peter Nguyen
8am Rosary
8:30
Morning Mass

Tuesday
December 10
8am Rosary

Wednesday
December 11
8am Rosary

8:30
Morning Prayer

8:30
Morning Prayer
No Class Mass
6:30pm
State of the
Parish
Egan Hall
All are welcome

7pm
Parish
Reconciliation

Thursday
December 12
For the repose
of the soul of
Joseph Nguyen
8am Rosary
8:30am Mass
9-11am
Adoration of the
Blessed
Sacrament

Mass Times
Saturday, Vigil Mass 5pm
Sunday, 8:30 & 10:30 am
Monday thru Friday and 1st Saturdays
Rosary 8am
Mass or Morning Prayer– 8:30am
Thursday– Adoration 9am-11am
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
(CLOW)
2rd, 3rd, & 4th Sundays of every month,
October through May,
During the 10:30 Mass
Sunday School
October through May during the 10:30 Mass
for children age 4 by September 1st through
1st grade
Sacrament of Reconciliation
2nd & 4th Saturdays of the month
(in the vestibule of the church)
At 3:30pm or by appointment.
For an appointment, please call the church
office during the week.

Friday
December 13
For the
Intentions of
Rose Dawson
8am Rosary
8:30
Morning Mass

Saturday
December 14

5pm
Vigil Mass
State of the
Parish
during Mass

Sunday
December 15
3rd Sunday of
Advent
8:30 Mass
State of the Parish
during Mass
10:15
Nursery
Sunday School
10:30 Mass
CLOW
State of the
Parish
during Mass

Sacrament of Matrimony
Couples should contact Anne Merklin,
Parish office.
Infant Baptism
Infant Baptism is scheduled four times a year at
the weekend masses.
Contact Anne Merklin, ext. 305
at the parish office
prior to the birth of an infant for
preparation information.
Parish Advocate for Annulments
For parishioners seeking a marriage annulment,
please contact the parish office.
annulment@stjohnsea.org
Alumni Information
Please leave any information you have on our
school alumni at www.alumni@stjohnsea.org
Parish Office
206-782-2810
Office hours—8-4pm
Closed at noon to 1pm for lunch
Monday ~Friday

Liturgy
Weekly Reflections
First Sunday of Advent A
December 8, 2013
John the Baptist prepared “the way of the Lord” by calling the people to repentance so they would not be
“thrown into the fire” of “the coming wrath.” John announced impending judgment and offered a baptism of
repentance. John also announced One to come who
would enact that judgment and bring a baptism in the Holy Spirit and fire. The fire of judgment will destroy those
who are fruitless; the fire of the Spirit will help the faithful bear good fruit. Advent is, in the end, about jumping
into the fire.
The misuse of fire, arson, is considered a very heinous
crime because it destroys more than property; it is an invasion of personal space. In this gospel John refers to fire
as a destructive force but also as a gift that brings personal worth—new Life.
Judging by John’s appearance would you guess his cry
was lukewarm, or a cry from his heart that calls for lifealtering change? How would you respond to him? Compare John’s baptism of repentance with Jesus’ baptism in
the Holy Spirit and fire. What is that fire?
Discuss John Shea’s statement: “John the Baptist knows
that the way to the garden of human flourishing is
through the desert of self-confrontation, and this insight
is the energy of his passionate preaching.” Is the fire
within you an inferno or does it look more like the pilot
light? What can you do during Advent to gather some
kindling for your fire?

St John’s will no longer have
Christmas Midnight Mass.
Next weeks Readings
Third Sunday of Advent
December 15, 2013
Year A
First Reading
Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10
The desert will bloom.
Psalm 146 “Lord, come and save us..”
Second Reading
James 5:7-10
Be patient like a farmer waits for spring.
Gospel
Matthew 11:2-11
In prison, John received word of the coming of
Christ.
These readings are filled with signs. Isaiah speaks of
the signs of God’s reign to come, and in the Gospel
we hear Jesus compare his deeds with the well
known signs of the Messianic Kingdom, the time
when the Messiah would appear. John the Baptist
would know those signs and recognize Jesus as indeed the one who is to come. Saint Paul speaks of
the signs that farmers await for the growth of their
plantings. By what signs do we know that God is
present in our world today?
WEATHER ALERT!
It’s that time of the year again!
If there is snow or ice or school has been
cancelled or delayed due to bad weather,
please stay home.
There will be no 8:30 am service.
Catholic Cemeteries
We remember and give thanks at our regular
Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have
died. All are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all
Masses are on Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.
Calvary ~ 5041-35th Ave
NE Seattle, WA 98105
December 14
January 11

Holyrood~ 205- NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155
Misa en Espanol:
Diciembre 21
English
January 4

December 2013
Jambo We are fast approaching the glorious Christmas Season. I think that you
will agree time passes more quickly year after year! Over the last few
years it has been apparent that on Christmas Eve many parishioners along
with their extended families come to worship at St John. I am thrilled that
we have such community on this very special night.
To accommodate all who wish to celebrate on Christmas Eve, we will be offering TWO Children’s Masses: 4pm and 6pm. For safety reasons and because of fire code regulations, ushers will have to strictly monitor the number of attendees at each Mass and only allow enough participants to fill the
seats and keep the aisles clear. There will be minimal standing allowed. We anticipate that this means approximately 600 people can attend
each Mass. Please plan accordingly and have everyone in your family arrive early to ensure a seat. We hope that adding this second Children's
Mass makes us better able to serve our Parish families, and we ask your
understanding if we have reached capacity and you are asked to return for
a later service.
.
We look forward to having our wonderful children lead us in worship on this
very blessed night. We are so fortunate to have the Schola choir join us for
the 4pm Mass and the Cantionis Choir assist us in worship at the 6pm.
There are additional masses at 9pm on Christmas Eve and 9am on Christmas morning.
In the coming weeks, please read the bulletin for additional information regarding the Masses for Christmas. The parish is making every effort to ensure that the Masses are a joyous celebration for everyone.

Baraka ya Yesu!

Padre Crispin

Parish Life
Our Annual State of the Parish will be at
all the Masses December 14 & 15. Don’t
miss it!
With our deepest thanks.
After 20 years working for and leading the St. John / Noel House overflow women's shelter, Joyce Farrell has
retired from this ministry. Joyce was part of the team
that brought this ministry to our community, and she
worked in every aspect of the ministry over the past 2
decades. Joyce, we are so grateful to you for the time,
energy, conviction and love you poured into
this wonderful community effort. You have inspired us
and shown us so much about how to treat needy people
around us. Thank you, from the bottom of our hearts!

8:30 Choir Are you looking for a
volunteer opportunity ? Are you looking for a volunteer opportunity that will provide a sense of community? Are you looking
for a volunteer opportunity that fits into your busy schedule?
Are you looking for a volunteer opportunity that supports your
Catholic faith?
Consider joining the Sanctuary Choir that sings at the 8:30am
Sunday Mass.
The choir meets each Sunday at 7:45am for a quick rehearsal
before mass.
At this time this is a women's choir but if enough men express
interest in singing, we can adjust.
Please contact David di Fiore, PA for Music for additional information. (dgdif98@hotmail.com)

Faith Formation News
ADULT CONFIRMATION
Are you an adult, 18 or older, who has never received Confirmation? Would you like to be confirmed and receive the gifts
of the Holy Spirit through Confirmation? Remember, adults
who want to be a Godparent or Confirmation sponsor are required to be Confirmed. Adult Confirmation sessions begin
Wed. January 8th at 7-8:30 in Quigley, Chapel room. For
more information, contact Anne Merklin at 206-782-2810 or
amerklin@stjohnsea.org.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Needs Assistants
Children’s Liturgy of the Word(CLOW) is during 10:30 Mass
for children grades 1-5. Assistants are needed to help watch
the children while the Lead Catechist shares about the Sunday
readings with the children. For more information, contact
Anne Merklin at 206-782-2810 or amerklin@stjohnsea.org
BAPTISM
The next Baptisms for Infants and children under age 7 years,
will be Feb. 8-9th. To sign-up for Baptisms and to find out
about preparation classes please contact Anne Merklin, at 206782-2810 or amerklin@stjohnsea.org.

Parish Directory News
Last Chance!
We want everyone to be included in our next Parish Directory! Times have been added on
December 13th and 14th.
If you have any questions contact Mary Wiseman at
mwiseman@stjohnsea.org or 206-782-2810
Save the date!
Sunday, January 26th
5pm in Egan Hall
Join St. John Boy Scout Troop 121 and St. John Knights
of Columbus for the 10th Annual Italian Dinner.
There will be door prizes, plenty of authentic Italian food
and wine. Watch for more details in January.
Questions: contact Bethany King,
bethany.king@comcast.net
THANK YOU ADVENT DECORATORS
Grateful Thanks to the Deck Hands - that is, the Decorators- who came to help at St John, the day after Thanksgiving! Because of you, the "Good Ship Advent", was
launched!
THANK YOU: Joe Thomas, Pablo Kelley, Brian and
Lynn Gough, Diana Navarro, Heidi Austin, Sharon Swift,
Lawrence Kent, Karen, Coen, and Maria Bracilano, Carol
Olson, Bethany and William King, Sheila Cloney.
Come visit the Nativity Scene, set up in the south alcove
(opposite the Marian Shrine). Additional figurines are
added each week, to tell the Christmas story, culminating
in the appearance of baby Jesus at Christmas, and then of
the 3 Magi at the Epiphany in January.

Marriage Help –

Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vī)
helps couples rediscover each other and examine their lives
together in a new and positive way. No matter the source of
conflict in a marriage, Retrouvaille can help. For confidential
information about, or to register for our upcoming program
beginning January 24-26, 2014 call 206-706-2608 or visit

www.helpourmarriage.com

St. John Knights of Columbus again will have the
Christmas tree sale for Noel House Homeless on Saturday December 7th and Sunday December 8th in the
Church parking lot.
Again this year CCS & the Noel House are short of money to do a lot of things needed and our help has made the
Christmas party for the homeless ladies GREAT because of St John & the Greenwood community’s support.

St. John’s Schedule of Events through January 6

December 8 & 9 Knights of Columbus
Annual Christmas Tree Sale

If any of the 7 & 8 grade students from St John Parish would like to help, just show up. We will also
have students from our High Schools because we can
use all the help we can get.

December 9- 7pm
Parish reconciliation

Noel House will have Christmas Cards for sale for
$10.00 that go directly to the homeless.

December 14-15
State of the Parish at all 3 Masses
December 14-15
Anointing of the Sick after all the Masses
December 20 Dismissal of School
December 24
4pm Mass, 6pm Mass, 9pm Mass
There is NO Midnight Mass
December 25
9am Christmas Morning Mass
January 1- 9am Mass Mary Mother of God
January 6– School resumes

St John Knights of Columbus want to thank everybody
for the great help in the past years. ( Just think if YOU
did not have a home, car, food and the other things we
have!!!! ) What a great way to share your thanksgiving
to God.

Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA) payments:
Still need to make your Annual Catholic
Appeal payment by year-end for tax
purposes? Planning on donating Stock or
contributing through a Charitable fund or
IRA*?
Any new gifts or payments you want credited to the 2013
calendar year for tax purposes needs to be in the Annual
Catholic Appeal office by December 31st. If mailing in
the payment, the postmark must be stamped by Dec 31,
2013 in order to be applied in the calendar year.
For your convenience to make a payment, visit
www.seattlearchdiocese.org/pp and use your debit or
credit card for immediate processing.
For a new gift, visit www.seattlearchdiocese.org/donate
For stock, call 206-382-7316 or 800-422-5417.
*The provision that allows donors 70 ½ or older to donate as much as $100,000 a year from their IRA directly
to eligible charities without having to include any of the
transfer as part of their gross income is still available this
year. The transfer must be made directly from the IRA to
the organization.

Please do not put ACA payments in the parish
collection basket.
Mail directly to: Annual Catholic Appeal, PO Box
14964, Seattle 98114 .
Final payments for the campaign are due in April
2014.Your generous support is greatly appreciated –
thank you!

Please remember the following people who are ill or
homebound in your prayers this week.
Heilee Matlock
Maye-Johnson family
Oskar Miranda
Domindor Santiago
Sullivan family
Bert Wyman

Boesflug family
Dawson family
Paul Goldberg
Arlene Harrington
Gina Kelley
Kenny Family
Bob & Toni Lasser

And for those who have died, that they may come to share in
eternal life in heaven.
________________________

Ministry Meetings
Amigos de Peru-To be announced
Knights of Columbus-2nd Tuesday 7pm Q-13
St Vincent de Paul
Stewardship —A Disciples Response
We must be good stewards of God’s gifts to us, receiving them
gratefully and cultivating them with care, lest we be the ones
about whom John the Baptist speaks today, cautioning us,
“Every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and
thrown into the fire.”

Electronic Giving @ St John’s is easy!
Now you can donate from your Smart
phone!
St John the Evangelist now offers a mobile version of our online giving page to
make it easy for you to give anytime from
your smart phone. Simply scan the image
you see here using your phone’s QR code reader or go
to :
www.stjohnsea.org and locate the online giving page.
Or you can donate enter:

https:www.eservicepayments.com/31165.htm
on your web browser.
———————————

Do you have a family member or neighbor in or from our
parish who would like to stay in touch with the St. John
community ? We would like to expand our Ministry to
the homebound. In addition to taking Communion to
these people we would like to reach out with a phone call
or greeting card to say hello and that we are thinking
about them. We will also need volunteers. Please contact
Loretta Fletcher-782-3529 or Marion Johnson –782-5084
if you would be interested, or if you know of someone
who might enjoy this type of outreach.

St. Lucy
(d. 304)
Lucy was a young woman who was martyred for being a Christian. She died at Syracuse in Sicily during
the persecution of Roman emperor Diocletian. The
fact that she is mentioned in Eucharistic Prayer I of
the Mass indicates the great respect that the Church
has for her.
One story about Lucy portrays her as a young Christian who struggled against the pagan influences of
her friends and of society. Because of her deep love
for Jesus, Lucy vowed to remain unmarried. When
the man she was engaged to marry found out, he reported her to the government for the crime of being a
Christian. She then had the opportunity to prove her
faithfulness to Christ by giving her life for him.
Lucy’s feast is celebrated during the season of Advent, when we wait for the coming of Christ our
Light. Various customs have developed around her
feast. In Scandinavian countries young girls dress in
white dresses with red sashes, symbolizing virginity
and martyrdom. They carry palms, symbolizing victory, and wear crowns of candles on their heads. In
Sweden the girls dressed as Lucy carry rolls and
cookies in procession as songs are sung. A Hungarian custom is to plant a few grains of wheat in a small
pot on St. Lucy’s feast. By Christmas there will be
little green sprouts—signs of life coming from death.
It symbolizes the fact that, like Lucy, we enter new
life —an eternal wedding feast—when we die.
Perhaps because Lucy’s name means “light,” she is
the patron of eyes.

