Liturgy
Weekly Reﬂections
16th Sunday of Ordinary Time A
July 20, 2014
"The kingdom of heaven is like . . . " Jesus uses three
comparisons to explain this mystery of God's Presence
and reign. The first parable speaks of discernment; the
second of full growth; the third of transformation. In this
is the realization of the kingdom of heaven: our
discerning God's will, our growing into full stature as
"children of the kingdom," opening ourselves to being
transformed into those remaining faithful until "the end
of the age." The way we live reveals God's "mastery over
all things" (first reading) and that we have become "what
has lain hidden from the foundation of the world."
Our cultural expectation of "mastery" includes power
over others, control, domination, force, manipulation. In
contrast God's "might is the source of justice." And so
God's mastery unfolds in the strikingly different ways
described in the first reading.
Eventually the whole batch of flour will be leavened.
And some day the tiny mustard seed will grow to provide
a home for the birds. Meanwhile today there is struggle.
The First Reading suggests that if we offend we are
allowed to repent and try again. How does that help with
life’s struggles?
Can you always tell the weeds from the flowers, or saints
from sinners? If you are quick to judge might you
mistake a saint for a sinner? Is God patient with you
regarding the “weeds” in your own garden? How patient
are you with others? With yourself?

Do you want to live a more spiritual life?
Liturgy of the Hours Boot Camp
Everyone is welcome to a new formation class of
the Lay Carmelite Community
Saturday, July 26 at Our Lady of Fatima Parish
3218 W Barrett Street, Seattle 98199
8am-1pm
Everyone welcome!
For further information please call
Mary Cruise at 206-285-8550

Next Week’s Readings
July 27, 2014
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading
1 Kings 3:5, 7–12
Solomon asks for an understanding heart.
Psalm119 “Lord, I love your commands.”
Second Reading
Romans 8:28–30
God predestined us to be conformed to the image of the
Son.
Gospel
Matthew 13:44–52
“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a
field.”
Our Gospel readings have shifted from a focus on the
effects of God’s word to Jesus’ efforts to describe and
explain the kingdom of God. It is likened to treasure and
to other things of great value, but Jesus makes it clear
that there is still a sorting process. Perhaps as we listen to
these readings today we can, together with Solomon, ask
for wisdom so that we can discern signs of God’s kingdom in our midst.

Archdiocese of Seattle
Archbishop Peter J Sartain
will honor, recognize & bless
Catholics who teach at local public
and non-Catholic private schools,
colleges & universities.
Teachers, staff & their families
are invited to attend the
Vigil Mass at 12:00 pm on August 10, 2074
at St. James Cathedral.
For more information, contact
the Office of Catholic Faith Formation
at 206-382-4593 or ocff@seattlearch.org

Catholic Cemeteries
We remember and give thanks at our regular Eucharistic
celebrations for all of those who have died. All are invited.
Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are on Saturday mornings
at 10:30 am.
Holyrood ~
205 NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155
No Mass in August

Calvary ~
5041-35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105
No Mass in August

Parish Life

We are pleased to welcome Father Ladislaus from
Uganda. Father is the 8th child of 12 and his parents
were peasant farmers. He received his education in
Mganda, became a deacon on July 18, 1998 and a priest
on July 17, 1999. Father’s home Parish is St Mary's
Naama, Kiyinda - Mityana Diocese. It is a rural Parish
with approximately 1236 families and approximately
7829 Catholics. He serves 13 outstations or sub parishes.
Father Ladislaus will be with us for the next month.
We welcome Father to our St John Community and look
forward to getting to know him while he is with us. His
email address is kalawo07@yahoo.co.uk.
Parish Directories are in!
For the families that had their pictures taken for the
parish directory, please stop by the parish office and get
your directory. If you did not get your photo taken, but
would still like a directory contact the Parish office.
Office hours are: 8am-12pm and 1-4pm Mon.-Fri.
Volunteer Help Wanted!
We are in need of people to help our money counters on
Monday mornings and some Tuesdays. If you are newly
retired or have Monday/Tuesday mornings free and
would like to help, please call the parish office. We are
looking for several volunteers for this opening. Don’t be
shy! Give us a call if you want to find out more about
this job. Parish office: 206-782-2810
Rice Bowl Collection!
At last count St John’s school and parish gave $4,232.28
to the CCS Rice Bowl Collection!
The Missions Office is very thankful to St Johns Parish
and school for their generosity and stewardship. They
want you to know that 25% of our contributions will
remain in Western Washington to help fight hunger and
poverty. Way to go St. Johns!
Registration is now open for the Cornerstone Catholic
Conference. This event is being hosted by our state’s
four bishops to inspire and educate Catholics and others
to continue working together to protect human life: the
unborn, individuals who live in poverty or on the margins
of society, and people at the end of life.
It will be held Friday evening, Oct. 24 and all day Saturday, Oct. 25 at the Tacoma Convention Center.
Spanish translation is available. Partial scholarships are
available. Visit www.cornerstonecatholic.com to register.

Are You Considering
Becoming a Catholic?
• Are you unbaptized or baptized in another
Christian tradition but have questions
about becoming a Catholic?
• Or are you baptized Catholic but have not
received all your sacraments?
We can help you find the answers!
Join Us for Inquiry Sessions to learn how to become a
Catholic.
Inquiry Sessions begin: Wed. Sept. 24th, 7:00 – 9:00 pm;
Quigley Bldg.( Parish office)
To learn more, call Anne Merklin at 206-782-2810 or
email at amerklin@stjohnsea.org.
Baptism and Christian Initiation of Children Seven
Years and Older
Children 7 years or older, who are Unbaptized or
Baptized in another faith tradition, with parental
support, can become Catholics and receive the
Sacraments of Baptism, Communion and Confirmation at Easter Vigil.
For more information about this process for children,
contact, Anne Merklin, at 206-72810 or
amerklin@stjohnsea.org.

A Lifeline for Marriages – Retrouvaille (pronounced
retro-vī) can help couples in trouble rediscover each other
and take new, positive steps to save their marriages. No
matter the source of conflict in your marriage,
Retrouvaille can help you. For confidential information
about, or to register for our upcoming program beginning
Sept 5-7, 2014 call 206-706-2608 or visit our website at
www.HelpOurMarriage.com
St Matthew’s 1st annual Rummage Sale
to benefit Catholic Education.
Friday, July 25 from 5-9pm and
Saturday, July 26th from 8-3pm
in the Parish Community Center.
Golden Fellowship
Join us at noon on Thursday, July 24th for a potluck
lunch in Quigley 13. Bring a dish to share or just come
for the fellowship.
There will be no luncheon in August. We will see you
again on September 25th.

