St. John the Evangelist Parish
Seattle, Washington

MISSION STATEMENT
UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE PEOPLE OF ST.
JOHN THE EVANGELIST PARISH ARE CALLED TO EMBRACE THE
CHURCH’S MISSION OF PROCLAIMING THE GOOD NEWS OF SALVATION THROUGH JESUS CHRIST FOR ALL. OUR WITNESS TO THE
PRESENCE OF GOD AND OUR REACHING OUT TO OTHERS ALLOW
US TO DEEPEN OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD. WE ACCOMPLISH
THIS THROUGH OUR WORSHIP TOGETHER, ESPECIALLY IN THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST; THROUGH ONGOING FAITH DEVELOPMENT FOR ALL PEOPLE OF ALL AGES AND LIFE SITUATIONS;
THROUGH THE PERFORMANCE OF GOOD WORKS; AND THROUGH
RESPONSIBLE STEWARDSHIP BY WHICH WE CARE FOR THE GIFTS
GIVEN TO US BY OUR GOD.

PARISH OFFICE -- QUIGLEY HOUSE
121 NORTH 80TH STREET, SEATTLE, 98103
PHONE:
206 782-2810
FAX:
206 782-0242
PASTORAL EMERGENCY NUMBER: 206 794-7487
HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY

8:00 AM -12:00PM
1:00 PM - 4:00PM

PARISH WEB PAGE:
WWW .STJOHNSEA.ORG

REV. CRISPIN A. OKOTH, PASTOR
BERNADETTE O'LEARY, PRINCIPAL
ANNE MERKLIN, PA FOR FAITH FORMATION
DAVID DIFIORE, PA FOR MUSIC
DANI D'AMELIO, PA FOR ADMINISTRATION
MARY W ISEMAN, DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR-PARISH
EVELYN PINKERMAN, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
SHEILA MARTY, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

SCHOOL OFFICE
120 NORTH 79TH STREET, SEATTLE, 98103
SCHOOL OFFICE:
206 783-0337
FAX:
206 782-0242
EXTENDED DAY CARE:
206 782-9915
DEVELOPMENT OFFICE:
206 783-0337 EXT. 323
AUCTION OFFICE
206 783-7663
SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:00 AM - 4:00PM
EXTENDED DAY CARE
MONDAY - FRIDAY
7:00 AM - 6:30PM
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The 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 28, 2014
Monday
September 29
For the repose
of the soul of
Lena Reynolds
Rosary
8:30
Mass

Tuesday
September 30
8am Rosary
8:30
Morning
Prayer

Wednesday
October 1
8am Rosary
8:30
Morning
Prayer

Thursday
October 2
For the repose
of the soul of
Anna Maria
Smith

10:15
Class Mass

8am Rosary
8:30 Mass
9-11
Adoration of the
Blessed
Sacrament
7pm
Mass of the
Guardian Angels

Mass Times
Saturday, Vigil Mass 5pm
Sunday, 8:30 & 10:30 am
Monday thru Friday and 1st Saturdays
Rosary 8am
Mass or Morning Prayer– 8:30am
Thursday– Adoration 9am-11am
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
(CLOW)
1st, 2nd, & 3rd Sundays of every month,
October through May,
During the 10:30 Mass
Sunday School
October through May during the 10:30 Mass
for children age 4 by September 1st through
1st grade
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Reconciliation is on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of
the month in the Vestibule of the church or by
appointment. If you need an appointment for
Reconciliation please call the parish office.

Friday
Saturday
October 3
October 4
For the repose of For the repose of
the soul of
the soul of
Michael Feeney
Gene
First Friday
Liliencamp
8am Rosary
1st Saturday
8:30 Mass
8am Rosary
8:30 Mass
IHOP
5pm Vigil Mass

Sunday
October 5
8:30 Mass
10:15
Sunday School
NO
*Nursery
10:30 Mass
CLOW
*If you are
interested in
volunteering for
the nursery please
call the
parish office!

Sacrament of Matrimony
Couples should contact Anne Merklin,
Parish office.
Infant Baptism
Infant Baptism is scheduled four times a year at
the weekend masses.
Contact Anne Merklin, ext. 305
at the parish office
prior to the birth of an infant for
preparation information.
Parish Advocate for Annulments
For parishioners seeking a marriage annulment,
please contact the parish office.
annulment@stjohnsea.org
Alumni Information
Please leave any information you have on our
school alumni at www.alumni@stjohnsea.org
Parish Office
206-782-2810
Office hours—8-4pm
Closed from noon to 1pm for lunch
Monday ~ Friday

Liturgy
Weekly Reflections
26th Sunday of Ordinary Time A
September 28, 2014
In this gospel the first son's initial answer to his father
was honest (he never intended to be obedient), but he
"changed his mind" and did what his father asked. By
contrast, the second son's seemingly obedient "Yes, sir"
in fact was dishonest—he "did not go." Jesus condemns
the chief priests and elders' behavior because of their own
utter dishonesty. Challenged by the "way of righteousness" of John, the sinful tax collectors and prostitutes
(like the first son) change their behavior. Trapped in their
self-righteousness, the chief priests and elders (like the
second son) refuse to change. Changing one's mind—
choosing conversion of self—is a matter of utter honesty
with self, God, and others.
Change is difficult for everyone—house, job, schools,
marital status, etc. Even more difficult is change of self—
values, beliefs, attitudes, behaviors. As difficult as this
change is, it is an essential element of Christian discipleship.
Using the idea of "conversion", discuss the two sons from
this reading. Which one needed to change and turn toward his father? Are you presently in need of conversion
in any area of your life? What counts in building community—saying some good words, or actually doing some
good deeds? At which one are you better, words or
deeds?
Jesus told the chief priests and the elders, "When John
came to you in the way of righteousness, you did not believe him," Why didn't they believe John the Baptist?
Was it hard for them to change their minds and think in
new ways? Is it hard for you?

Next weeks Readings
27th Sunday of Ordinary Time
October 5, 2014
First Reading
The Lord seeks a harvest of justice.

Isaiah 5:1-7

Psalm 80 “The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel.”
Second Reading
Philippians 4:6-9
Dwell in thoughts of purity and justice and you will know
peace.
Gospel
Matthew 21:33-43
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.”
In today’s Gospel parable, we see a foreshadowing of
Jesus’ rejection and death in the story of the vineyard’s
tenants. Jesus’ parable might also be addressed to us. We
must look for the ways in which we resemble the tenants
who rejected the landowner, the land owner himself, and
his son. Let us pray for enlightenment as we listen to
God’s word today, and for the wisdom and courage to act
according to what we hear.

Mass of the Guardian Angels will be celebrated
again this year at St. John’s, October 2, 7pm.
Please see insert for more information.

Throughout October, we will begin collecting
your prayer requests for deceased family members and friends. They will be placed on the altar during November for our prayers.
Catholic Cemeteries
We remember and give thanks at our regular
Eucharistic celebrations for all of those who have died.
All are invited. Unless otherwise noted, all Masses are
on Saturday mornings at 10:30 am.

October is the month of the Rosary.
Starting October 12, we will be saying a decade of
the Rosary before the weekend masses.
If you would like to lead a decade at one of the
weekend masses, please call Jan Volk. 783-5298.

Holyrood ~
205- NE 205th St
Shoreline, WA 98155
October 4, 2014

Calvary ~
5041-35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98105
October 11, 2014

On November 1, Mass will be celebrated at the
Catholic cemeteries throughout the Seattle Archdiocese for All Souls Day at 10:30 am.

You are invited.
October 2, 2014 ~ 7pm
Mass of the Guardian Angels
At St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church*
121 N 80th St.
Seattle 98103
In remembrance of our beloved, deceased children.
This includes offspring from conception to death, miscarriage,
stillborn, abortion, accident, violent crimes, etc.
Please write your child’’s name on the cards provided.
Their names will be recited during the Mass.
*Our parking lot will be open.

Parish Life
Tired of just sitting in the pew ? Feel like you
could do more to help the human race? St. John
has many ministries that could use an extra hand
or two. Here are several ministries that could use
you RIGHT NOW!
St. Vincent de Paul Society NEEDS YOU!
If you are interested in finding out more about St. Vincent de Paul Society, please contact the parish office.
The Conference of St. Vincent de Paul at St. John’s helps
families in need of the every day things we can sometimes take for granted, like food, shelter, utilities. To
find out more please call the parish office.
Noel House Overflow Shelter
Are you looking for a new volunteer opportunity? Please
consider volunteering for the Noel House women’s overflow shelter held every weekend at St john School. Come
to our volunteer wine party Sunday October 5th at 5pm,
hear from current volunteers and learn more about the
volunteer opportunities to help support the shelter. Sign
up on link below, no obligation and bring a friend.
http://www.signupgenius.comgo/10c0b4cafa829a31shelter

Any questions contact me at:
marytkearney@comcast.net
Nursery Coordinator NEEDED: St. John’s needs a
Nursery Coordinator to lead our 10:30 Mass Nursery.
Coordinator will be responsible for supervising children 1
to 3+ years old while parents attend Mass.
This is a stipend position.
Nursery Coordinator will be responsible for recruiting
and supervising parent volunteers and/or other paid
staff. Experience working with children age 1-3 years
preferred.
Contact Anne Merklin at: amerklin@stjohnsea.org
or at 206-782-2810.
Speaking God’s Words Would you like to make your
Mass experience even more fulfilling and also become
involved in a Parish ministry? The Lector ministry is
looking for a few new members; Lectors deliver the first
and second readings at weekend masses. We provide
training and scheduling is done around your other activities – but since you’re at Mass anyway it’s really not
much extra commitment than preparing about 1 reading
every 3-4 weeks. Interested in knowing more? Contact
Tony Perucca at 206-781-2156.

The Safe Environment Program is
part of all St. John’s ministries.

Faith Formation News
First Reconciliation and First Communion Sacramental Preparation Begins Oct.6th !
Do you have a child in Second grade that you feel is
ready for First Reconciliation and First Communion?
Information and Registration materials will be emailed
and mailed by the First of week of Sept. to all St. John’s
second grade School families. Please return the registration form as soon as possible.
If your child attends another School and you want
them to receive Sacramental Preparation; Please contact Anne Merklin at 206-782-2810 or amerklin@stjohnsea.org. to register and for information. There
are also registration forms in the back of Church.
Preschool Sunday School Starts Oct. 5th!
Register for Preschool Sunday School for ages 4-5; Classes are held during the 10:30 Mass on Sunday. Children
must have had their 4th birthday by Sept. 1, 2014.
Classes begin, Oct. 5th in the Preschool Room downstairs
in Quigley. Please register by completing a form found
in the back of the Church or by contacting the Office.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word Begins Oct 5th!
Children Grades 1-5 are invited to participate in the
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) during 10:30
Mass. No registration is required.
Are You Considering Becoming a Catholic?
Inquiry Sessions are on-going; and you are Invited to
join us! Learn about the Catholic faith and how it can
help you. Wednesdays, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, Quigley
House( Parish office), Chapel Room.
For more information contact; Anne Merklin, at 206782-2810 or at amerklin@stjohnsea.org

Called to Protect for Parents and Families
THIS CLASS DOES NOT SATISFY ANY TRAINING REQUIREMENT FOR EMPLOYMENT OR VOLUNTEER SERVICE. This 1.5 hour optional training for parents, families and all interested in learning how to protect children.

Participants will learn how to recognize signs of abuse; how to respond to suspected abuse and how to teach
their children how to keep themselves safe.
Tuesday, October 21st at 7 pm in Egan Hall Mezzanine

Called to Protect for Ministries
This three-hour training is designed to teach participants how to recognize the signs of abuse, how
to respond to suspected abuse and how to keep our ministries, programs and schools safe. Required for clergy, employees and volunteers with ongoing unsupervised contact with minors and vulnerable adults. Recommended for all volunteers.
St John requires the training for all volunteers and ministers. See the letter from Father Crispin
on next page.
Tuesday, October 21st at 7 pm in Egan Hall Auditorium
Sign up on this website: http://www.seattle.setanet.org/classes.php

Archdiocese of Seattle
Safe Environment Program

St John the Evangelist Parish / St John School
JAMBO! Asante sana for your work/volunteering here at St. John the Evangelist Parish /St. John School. I am glad
you are here in our community, and we are blessed by your time and talent!
St John the Evangelist is required to be in compliance for Safe Environment with the Archdiocese of Seattle, who in turn, is required to stay in compliance with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB).
The reason for and philosophy behind Safe Environment is this:
Not only that we protect our children by not allowing some individuals to volunteer. But even more importantly to have our
“Safe Faces or Visible Leaders” of the Church and School – be available to the children who will assume that you are a
Safe Haven to them.
This can happen at Church, in School, in the grocery store, or on the sidewalk down the street. And because you are so visible, children will recognize you as a Safe Face.
To have you help us protect all of our children and community, by being able to recognize the signs of a potentially harmful
situation.

We are required to ask all of our employees and volunteers (working in any capacity) to be Safe Environment Compliant. Being Safe Environment Compliant requires us to have on file:
A current background check;
this will be automatically rerun every 3 years while you are volunteering/ employed here
An acknowledgement sign off sheet;
this verifies that you have read the information in the 3 Safe Environment pamphlets.
A copy of your Safe Environment Certificate;
verifying that you have participated in the yearly Safe Environment Certification Program.
To help you start the process of becoming Safe Environment Compliant;
Contact the Parish office to get the pamphlets to read and forms to complete.
Sign the acknowledgement sign off sheet after you have read the pamphlets.
Complete the background check form.
And return the completed forms to us.
Now go online and register for your initial Safe Environment class
http://seattle.setanet.org/index.php
choose My Obligations
Register for the class that best fits your schedule,
Attend the class- BE SURE TO SIGN IN - so you get credit for the class
Then forward to us your certificate when you receive it by email.
Please know that all of your information is confidential, it is processed and then locked away. Your records are stored in
a locked file cabinet, in a locked office, inside a locked building. Only our Safe Environment Administrator and staff
person have access to this cabinet. Should you have any questions, please contact Sheila Marty at 206-782-2810.
Asante sana- again for working or volunteering at St John’s.
Asante sana for the blessing you are to us!

Fr. Crispin Okoth
Padre

Maintenance Technician (full time)
Monday - Friday 9am-6pm

Maintenance Technician needed for general operating maintenance, service, and repair for a large Catholic Parish
& School Campus. We are diverse and dynamic community of faith, as well as, a large and active community with
nearly 1000 parish families and 543 students in our parish school. The size and complexity of the campus, require
that the successful candidate have the ability to transition from one duty to the next effortlessly. This position requires a team player attitude, excellent interpersonal and communication skills, attention to detail and project
collaboration. The maintenance technician must also have the ability to work in a child filled environment with patience and compassion.
This position will provide scheduled and unscheduled maintenance on, plumbing, electrical, & mechanical equipment and campus facilities. To include but not limited to: H.V.A.C., sprinkler equipment, landscape, kitchen equipment, and all buildings. Also performing general maintenance projects as scheduled or assigned, including installations and repairs involving plumbing and electrical equipment, carpentry work, painting, and equipment repair.
This position will respond to maintenance requests as directed for items needing repair, including but not
limited to - repairing plumbing, electrical, heating and replacing light bulbs, etc.
This position will repair and maintain all campus buildings. To include all rooms, will ensure that walls,
floor coverings, doors, and woodwork are properly maintained, to include painting walls, mopping floors and
cleaning carpets on all facilities, as needed. As arises, this position will assess all plumbing and electrical problems and recommend the best course of action to correct the problem.
The successful candidate will always works within the legal scope of local and state codes and will
have the ability to respond appropriately to management and/or community emergencies by assisting as needed. They will also provide support to the Custodial Staff as directed.
Qualifications: High school diploma or General Education Diploma (GED); and one to three years related
experience and/or training; or equivalent combination of education and experience. Has knowledge of building
equipment and building systems (HV AC, plumbing and electrical). Ability to communicate effectively with staff
at all levels of the organization. Prefer an active participating Catholic, but will consider someone of a Christian
faith.
Valid State Driver's License required. Background check required. Compensation: DOE, full benefits and 403(b) participation, Cell phone will be provided. Please send your resume and references to shopaccount@stjohnsea.org

Custodial Staff - Part Time
Wednesday - Friday 7-101 pm
Saturday 3-6:30pm
Sunday 8am-1:30pm
I
Part Time Custodial person needed for a large Catholic Parish and School Campus. We are diverse and
dynamic community of faith, as well as, a large and active community with nearly 1000 parish families and
543 students in our parish school. The size and complexity of the campus, require that the successful candidate
have the ability to transition from one duty to the next effortlessly. This position requires a team player attitude, excellent interpersonal and communication skills, attention to detail and project collaboration. The
maintenance technician must also have the ability to work in a child filled environment with patience and compassion.
The successful candidate will provide custodial support as scheduled or assigned. They will provide
weekend Parking Lot security, Building security, and Play Pit security. The successful candidate will be fully
ready and able to respond appropriately to management and/or community emergencies by assisting as needed.
Qualifications: High school diploma or General Education Diploma (GED); and one to three years related experience and/or training; or equivalent combination of education and experience. Ability to communicate effectively with staff at all levels of the organization. Prefer an active participating Catholic, but will consider someone of a Christian faith.

Valid State Driver's License required. Background check required.
Compensation: DOE, Cell phone will be provided
Please send your resume and references to shopaccount@stjohnsea.org

October
Prayer:
Act of Faith

Virtue of the Month: Reverence
SAINT OF THE MONTH:
Saint Margaret of Clitherow
(1556-1586)
Feast: March 26
Margaret Middleton Clitherow , also known as “the Pearl of York,” was born during very tumultuous times in
England, when the persecution of the Catholic Church in that country was at its height. Although a Catholic
queen named Mary Tudor ruled the country at the beginning of Margaret’s life, Elizabeth I reigned during the
end of Margaret’s life, and it was under her rule that Saint Margaret would be condemned to death for her
faith.
Raised as a Protestant, Margaret joined the Catholic Church not too long after her marriage to prosperous
butcher, John Clitherow. John was a Protestant, but he had a brother who was a Catholic priest and was very
supportive of his wife’s faith, even allowing their children to be raised as Catholics. All during her married life,
Saint Margaret made her home a place of refuge for the Catholic priests who had to offer the Mass in secret
for the Catholic faithful, facing execution if they were caught. Many of the Catholics of Saint Margaret’s native
area of Yorkshire, England, knew of and supported this holy wife and mother’s determination to protect priests so that they could continue to administer the sacraments.
When the civil authorities finally discovered what was happening, they arrested Margaret for giving protection to Catholic priests who were considered “traitors and seducers
of the Queen’s subjects”. Warned that to save her life she needed to plead guilty or
stand trial, she responded, “I know of no offense whereof I should confess myself
guilty. Having made no offense, I need no trial.” pregnant with her fourth child, St. Margaret was executed on Good Friday, 1586, by having weights laid upon her until she
suffocated. Because of her faith, Yorkshire remains one of the most Catholic areas in
England.

Discussion:
1. In our society, people are free to claim almost any religion without interference. In fact, it is not
considered acceptable to question someone else’s religion. Why was religion such a public matter at this time in England?
2. Saint Margaret hid priests at the risk of her life and the safety of her family. Why do you think she
risked so much? Why was the priesthood so important to her?
3. How did Margaret’s husband show reverence toward his wife and her religious beliefs?
Prayers:
Pray the Fifth Sorrowful Mystery of the Rosary, the Crucifixion and Death of Our Lord. Reflect on the
reverence of Our Lady as she received the Body of the Lord and prepared it for burial. Ask her to
deepen your spirit of reverence.
Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and
snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly prayer. And do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly
Host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl about the world
seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
Prayer:
Saint Margaret, help us to have a spirit of reverence, so that we may be witnesses of God’s love and
power. Help us, and help all those who live in countries where practicing Christian faith is forbidden.
Help us to maintain a spirit of reverence, so that we may be witnesses of God’s love and power. Help
us and help all those who live in countries where practicing Christian faith is forbidden. Help us to
maintain a spirit of reverence in spite of social pressures and even persecutions. Give us the
strength to glorify God, to help priests, and to offer a holy example to our families and friends in imitation of you. Amen. Saint Margaret Clitherow, pray for us.

Reverence: showing your deepest respect for God and the things of God.

Dominican Sisters of St. Cecelia Congregation-Nashville, Tennessee

2014 Bump It Up!
Coming October!!
<Open Gym/Practice week before: Dates TBD @ St. John gym!>

Parent FUN!raiser Volleyball Tournament
BUMP, SET, SPIKE…or something close to it!
This is our Annual FUN raiser Tournament for St. John/St. Al Athletics!

Moms, Dads, Grads & Teachers, grab some knee pads or not, and join the upcoming BUMP IT
UP! Volleyball Tournament coming in October. Be looking in your parent packet to find a
registration form as well as a list of Captains for your grade. It’s a great way to meet other
parents and learn some volleyball.
Playing times for your team will be for 1 hour, twice a week during the evening hours
(6:15 or 7:15 or 8:15) on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays during October.
Support St. John/St. Al Athletics, by coming out and playing!
Any questions, please contact Tony Olney @ mcolney@comcast.net
or John Fletcher (Volleyball Coordinator) @ fletchjp@aol.com

Bump It Up!
Fun!raiser!
2014 Adult Volleyball Tournament
Tuesday October 7th, 2014 – Thursday October 30th, 2014
---Games are 1 hour 2X a week on Tues., Wed., or Thurs. evening---

Open Gym/Practice w/drills: Wednesday/Thursday October
2nd/3rd 6:30-8:30, St John Gym!

Only $ 30
*Register a group as a Team or we’ll assign teams!:
_______________________________________________________________ _________
Name ________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________

Man / Woman _____________

Phone _________________________

City, Zip ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Grade(s) _____________________________

School / Parish _____________________________________________________

Fees are negotiable. We are always prepared to accept more.

Volleyball $ 30 _____ Additional Donation $ _________ Total Sports Fee Enclosed $ ___________
Please make checks payable to St. John Athletics. Payments can be turned in at gym, to captains or the school office.

*GREAT WAY TO MEET OTHER PARENTS, HAVE FUN, AND PLAY A LITTLE VOLLEYBALL SO REGISTER TO
PLAY!!!

Questions, please contact an Event Coordinators:
* Tony Olney at mcolney@comcast.net, or
*John Fletcher at 206.669-3601 fletchjp@aol.com

Please remember the following people who are ill or
homebound in your prayers this week.
Father Crispin’s nieces,
Patience & Wendy
Connolly Family
Barbara Davis
Caroline Gallacci
Mary Heckel

Elizabeth Laverty
Bob & Toni Lasser
Heilee Matlock
McReynolds Family
Oskar Miranda
Tim Tran

And for those who have died, and for those who mourn
them.

Stewardship —A Disciples Response
The first son in today’s Gospel said he would do his
father’s bidding, but did not. The second son balked
at firs, but then repented and did as he was asked.
What service is God calling me to do? which son am
I more like?

Electronic Giving @ St John’s is easy!
You can donate from your Smart phone!
St John the Evangelist now offers a
mobile version of our online giving page to make it
easy for you to give anytime from your smart phone.
Simply scan the image you see here using your
phone’s QR code reader or go to :
www.stjohnsea.org and locate the online giving
page.
Or you can donate enter:

https:www.eservicepayments.com/31165.htm
on your web browser.

The month of October is the
month of the Rosary.
We hope you and your family
will set 20 minutes aside each
week and say the Rosary.
If you need a booklet please
call the parish office.
Do you have a family member or neighbor in
or from our parish who would like to stay in
touch with the St. John community ? We would
like to expand our Ministry to the homebound.
In addition to taking Communion to these people
we would like to reach out with a phone call or
greeting card to say hello and that we are thinking about them. We will also need volunteers.
Please contact Loretta Fletcher 782-3529 or
Marion Johnson –782-5084 if you would be interested, or if you know of someone who might
enjoy this type of outreach.

Saint of the Month
Saint Margaret
Clitherow
1556-1586
Virtue: Reverence
To

show reverence toward
someone means to have
great awe or respect for that
person. This particular virtue
reminds us of God’s greatness—the majesty, splendor,
and glory of God that makes
Him alone worthy of our
compete adoration and worship. When we reflect on the perfect holiness of God—and, by extension, the holiness that He
bestows on the Blessed Mother, the angels, saints, and all
persons, places, and objects dedicated to Him—the virtue of
reverence seems the most appropriate response: “Holy, holy,
holy is the Lord.”
Margaret Middleton Clitherow, also know as “the Pearl of
York”, was born during very tumultuous times in England,
when the persecution of the Catholic Church in that country
was at its height. Although a Catholic queen named Mary
Tudor ruled the country at the beginning of Margaret’s life,
Elizabeth I reigned during the end of Margaret’s life, and it
was under her rule that Saint Margaret would be condemned
to death for her faith.
Raised as a Protestant, Margaret joined the Catholic Church
not too long after her marriage to prosperous butcher, John
Clitherow. John was a Protestant, but he had a brother who
was a Catholic priest and was very supportive of his wife’s
faith, even allowing their children to be raised as Catholics.
All during her married life, Saint Margaret made her home a
place of refuge for the Catholic priests who had to offer the
Mass in secret for the Catholic faithful, facing execution if
they were caught. Many of the Catholics of Saint Margaret’s
native area of Yorkshire, England, knew of and supported
this holy wife and mother’s determination to protect priests
so that they could continue to administer the sacraments.
When the civil authorities finally discovered what was happening, they arrested Margaret for giving protection to Catholic priests who were considered “traitors and seducers of the
Queen’s subjects.” Warned that to save her life she needed to
plead guilty or stand trial, she responded, “I know of not offense whereof I should confess myself guilty . Having made
no offence, I need no trial.” Pregnant with her fourth child,
St. Margaret was executed on Good Friday, 1586, by having
large weights laid upon her until she suffocated. Because of
her faith, Yorkshire remains one of the most Catholic areas in
England.

